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125 hall rooms set ablaze : 75 injured

RU closed sine die as

gunbattle rocks campus

From QOur Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 26: Ra-
jshahi University was closed
sine die Friday following night-
long fierce gunbattle bétween
activists of JCD and Chhatra
Otkya Parishad that left at last
75 students injured, 21 with
bullets.

A total of 125 rooms were
also ransacked and set ablaze
during the clashes that spread
to seven residential halls dur-
ing which the activists traded
at least 500 rounds of fire and

cocktalls..

Deafening sounds of blasts
were also heard that rocked
the university campus and
pancked the people of sur-
rounding areas.

The 21 persons with bullet
injuries were taken to Rajshahti
Medical College Hospftal. Seri-
ously injured students were
Mamun, Alauddin, Ali Ashraf

. Peer, Hashib, Kashem. Sha-

heen, Pias, Goni, Shanti, Uzzal
and Ratan.

At around 6 am, the Vice-
Chancellor Prof Amanullah
Ahmed called an emergency
meeting of the Syndicate
which closed the university
sine die, asked students to va-
cate the halls by 12 noon and
deferred subsidiary examina-
tions. Students vacated the
halls as directed.

Provosts of different halls
told The Daily Star that police
did not come to the aid of the
authorities during the clash.

Police came at 5-30 am and
dispersed the clashing stu-

den']_:ﬂw!ﬂnng shots and tear-

Tenuinn muunted on the
campus and clashes became
almost certain when a move
for peace and rapprochement
between the leaders of BNP-
backed Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and newly formed
Chhatra Parishad, a fo-
rum of seven left- stu-

See Page 10 Col. 1
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Toyo Engineering to take responsibility

The total loss due to the
June 19 explosion at the
Ghorasal Urea Fertilizer
Factory will be Taka 250 crore.

The Toye Engineering
Corporation of Japan is to take
the responsibility for the acci-
dent since it took pllcc when
Toyo was putting the factory
under a trial operation,
Industries Minister Shlmaul
Islam Khan said

The Minister to news
conference that the Ghorasal
Urea Fertilizer Factory ((GFF)

"IN SEARCH OF A ROSY FUTURE : A rura) f-nnhr rides & Tichalar iR the DSt

new home, most likely in a slum, to begin the struggle for survival anew.

— Star photo

A meeting of the Dhaka
University Educational
Atmosphere Council (DUEAC)
will be held on Monday to dis
cuss the campus situation.

Vice-Chancellor Prol M
Maniruzzaman Miah convencd
the mnﬂIT on Friday. He also
announce ban on proces
sions and rallies on the cam
pus from today until the
meeting ends.

A top university official told
UNB over telephone on Friday
night the meeting was con

vened o discuss the volatile si-
tuation and flind ways to re-

store normalcy in the campus
Mcanwhile, the general
sludents and hall residents

expressed apprehension of fur-
ther bloodshed as violent activ-
ities continued on the campus.

At least five rounds of gun-
shot were heard from the
Surjasen Hall area around 2
pm

Armed activists, including
outsiders, were seen moving
freely on the campus concen-

trating mostly at different hall
gates despite heavy deploy-
ment of BDR and police.

Hall restdents said most of
the gunmen were guarding the
gates of Zahurul Huq, Mohsin,
Salimullah, Jagannath and
Jashimuddin 4

Two rival groups of students
- pro- BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) Awami -
backed Chhatra (A-A) —
are trying to establish their
supremacy in the halls through
strength of arms.

Moscow unwilling to
renew barter protocol

By Moinuddin Naser

The Soviet Undon has ex-

pressed its unwillingness to
extend or renew the barter

trade protocol with Bangladesh
which will expire next
September, according to a

Foreign Ministry source.
During the recent visit of

the Foreign Minister
Mustafizur Ralhman to the
Soviet Unfon the issue was in-
cluded in the agenda along
with the subject of the signing
of a consular eonvention.

The barter prowcol which
facthitated sh in ﬂ‘lnl
for commodity exchange trad
with the Soviet Union l!l'.id
other socialist countries may
not be operational In future
I:uunu of the changed eco-

nomic policy of the USSR.

The Foreign Ministry
source said that the main ob-
jective of the visit of the
Bangladesh Foreign Minister to

 the USSR was w explore the

feasibility of barter trade with
the USSR

But the USSR which is
much in need of hard currency
to boost its economy s not so
interested in signing any new
barter protoeol for commodity
exchange

The recent Soviet economic
policy which has been redi-

re¢ted to market e re-
quircs a huge Irmm

currency for investment
Recently in a frantic move

See Page 10 Col. 6

Axe to be use;d-

to evict Devi

NEW DELHI, July 26: An In-
dian Minister today promised “to
use the axe” if necessary to oust
former MP's from the offi-
clal here they have
refused te vacate since losing
elections last month, reports AFP.

| must use the axe” if it was
the unanimous view of the house,
Urban Development Minister
Sheila Kaul told Parllament,
adding that police requests had
so far got her nowhere as many of
the tenants had won court stay
orders.

MP Viran Shah urged Ms. Kaul
to throw out the overstayers, the
most prominent of whom is former
Deputy Premier Devi Lal. bag and
baggage by foree.

Devi Lal, a sell professed

requests from Indian President

ltnmhﬂbunﬂw

Ral]ies banned on DU |
campus from today

Clash leads to
~ disruption of
bus services
By Staff Correspondent

Passenger bus services to
and from the Saidabad bus
terminal was disrupted on
Friday following clashes be-
tween rival groups of transport
workers.

All inter-city bus services
remained suspended through
out the day l{:ﬁumng chlhr.l
which began early in the
morning.

Several buses were dam-
aged and a few rounds of gun-
shots were heard during the
clashes.

See Page 10 Col. 6

Attack on
newspapermen
in Khabar
By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the
Federal Union of Journalists,
the Dhaka Unfon of
Journalists. the Ba sh
Newspaper Press Workers

Federation and the Bangladesh
Newspaper Employees
Federation strong con-
demned and pro the at-
tack on nalists and work-
ers of Dainik Khabar on

joint statement the

ress workers were injured

:'hl-n a goup of armed mis-

creants hired DOM of

Khabar Sardar Mosharaf

Hossain and his brother Sardar

Keramat Al attacked
Se¢ Page 10 Col. 3

‘Communists back Gorbachev's plan
to jettison Marxist legacy

MOSCOW, July 26: Top body voted against the resolu- o annul Yeltsin's order dis-

communists
backed President

today
Mikhatl

ﬂqﬂlmﬁlhm
members of the 412 member

tion turning the document
over o a commission and call-
ing for it 1 be considered at a
party congress later in the
yeur.

President Gorbachev vowed
Friday to do what 1s
to reverse Russian President
Borts Yeltsin's edict abolishing
the Communists Party's
means of control in Russian
factories. schools and offices.

Gorbachev, on the
second day of a Central
Commitiee meeting in the
Kremiing, satd he would issue a
presidential decree If needed

had been turned into a losing
|mmbyrubjectmgltmm

By Staff Correspondent

upgradation project uppolﬂl
by the Planning Commission
and the. National Economic
Council.

Making public a report of a
high-powered three-member
ﬁulry committee on the ac-

ent at' a news conference,
he said that those who had
done this by disregarding ad-
ministrative procedures de-
served exemplary punishment.

The explosion took place
when pmdut:thn in the factory
was about to be resumed fol-
lowing the completion .of the
Taka 360 crore revamping

Tk 250 cr loss in Ghorasal
plant blast : Proble body

i
g
ii

uction process
ced Cost and
w (ACES) which
be installed under the
t has been for
See Page 10 Col. 7
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Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Friday empha-

i| | sised the need for efficient and

devoted manager to imple-
ment the government's plans
and programmes aimed at
overall development of the
country, BSS.
"An t
can help accelerate the pace of
development in all spheres of
national life, inchuding agricul-
ture, industries, trade and
commerce, banking and insur-
ance and communication sec-
tors”, she added.
The Prime Minister was
as the chief st at
t.hl: Alumni Day function of the
Institute of .Business

ment

Khaleda stresses
efficient management

Administration (IBA) Alumni
Association at n Hotel.
Education and Cultural
Affairs Minister, Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University, Prof M
Maniruzzaman Mia attended
the function as special guests.
Chaired by Prof Rahim B
Talukdar, the function was also
addressed by MA Momen,
President of IBA Alumni
Association. Dr Mokbul Ahmed
Khan, Secretary General of
Bangladesh Project
Management Institute (BPMI)
presented a paper on “role of
technical assistance in
See Page 10 Col. 4

Hasina tells rally of workers

AL will support bill for true
parhamentary system

Mofthcuﬁhlfﬂmh d‘l

Aﬂ:rl will uupport Iht
Constitution amendment bill
which will ensure a

tary system in true sense nf
the term reflecting democratic
aspiration of the deprived
masses, reports UNB.

"We stand for unalloyed par-
llamentary democracy for eco-
nomic emancipation of the
toiling masses... We won't ac-
cept autocracy in the name of

parliamentary democracy,” the

opposition leader in parlia-
ment said.

Hasina's remarks on the
Constitution amendment bills

Awami League president and °

on form. of-
while addressing a big rally of
the Mamjee Jute Hllh work -

ers in front of the

B-n;phindhu Bhaban yesterday

E-he ﬂld Awami League in-
troduced a clear constitutional
amendment bill in the House
for switchover to a genuine

rliamentary system in con-

rmity with the spirit of the
November 19 joint declaration
of the three nces.

But ruling BNP's bill. she
said, contained many anoma-
lies and lapses that might lead
to parliamentary autocracy.

See Page 10 Col. 4

Impartiality of EC
to be maintained,
says CEC

Chief election Commi-ssioner
Justice Muhammad Abdur Raufl
Friday said the impartiality and
nonpartisan character of the
Election Commission would be
maintafned 'in future, reports
BSS.

The achievements the
conduct of the national elections
on February 27 shall be preserved
at all costs, he said.

In his remarks while inau-
gurating a three-day workshop
on “the role of eivic and political
organizations in strengthening
democratic institutions” spon-
sored by the Washington-based
National Democratic Institute for
International Affatrs (NDI) here,
the CEC said for building up an

See Page 10 Col. 3
AL calls hartal
in Chittagong
today

CHITTAGONG. July 26:

i city Awami League has
called dawn - to-dusk hartal
tomorrow to press home its 32-

point demand for development of
the port city as well as the greater
Chittagong, reports BSS,

City Awami League adopted
the 32-point demand at a public
meeting held yesterday at La.lthgl‘ll
Maidan with its President MA
Mannan in the chair. it was also
addressed by party leaders Prof
Polin Dey, Mosharral Hussein.
Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser and
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury.

The 32-pointdemand includes
declaring Chittagong a disaster
area, exemption from all arrear
taxes, power and gas bills, con-

See Page 10 Col. 6
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