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~Upazila roundup

LPABNA
Erosion threatens
Nagarbari ferry
ghat

July 21 : Several thousand
rm in more than 1,000
uses and trucks have ;un
stranded at Nagarbari ferry
t threatened with collapse
the su Jamuna as ero-
sion and situation wors-
ened in the district, reports
UNB.

The ghat protection em-
bankment, officials said, is also
threatened with erosion by the
mighty river flowing 32 cm
above danger mark at
Nagarbari with further rise
amid last two days of heavy
rains.

Loading and unloading of
ferries at the terminal, the
main roadlink between 16
northern districts and the cap-
ital, have become almost im-
possible and, officials feared,

might s anytime.
Hor:n:rnn 2,000 people of

15 villages in Bera u have
been made homeless by the
fresh flood onslaught.

The worst-affected upazilas
are Bera, Satia, Sujanagar and
Chatmohor.

About 126 villages in these
four upazilas have been inun-
dated afresh during the last
two days as heavy rainfall
pushed up the water level of
the mrl'.lt::.r‘lng Jamuna and its
tributaries.

MAULVI BAZAR '

Monu flood contro
project fails to
save farmland

July 21 : The Taka-68 crore
Monu river Flood Control and

Irrigation Project has failed to
rotect 40,000 acres of land

specialists has valed the
situation. Besides, lack of
equipment in ophthalmological
department and shortage of
surgical instrument have n
impeding the treatment.

Absence of ambulance and
blood bank is posing serious
problem to the emergency pa-
tients. Lack of X-ray machines
in many centres adds fuel to
the fire.

Patients admitted in the

centres allege that they are not

even provided with emergency
medicines and diets. Drugs of
the centres are being openly
sold in blackmarkets, it is fur-
ther alleged.

Moreover, shortage of water
supply and improper drainage
system have been affecting the
environment of the centres.

BORGUNA _
Pests attack Aus

Crops on
10,000 acres

July 21 : Standing Aus crops
on 10,000 acres of land have
been attacked in four
upazilas of the district creating
panic among the farmers, re-
ports UNB.

According to Wﬁltuﬁ

Extension Department, the |

sts known as Pamri and

azra poka have caused ex-
tensive d s to crops in
Bamna, Betagi, Amtali and
Sadar upazilas.

GCreen paddy plants after
the pest attack become yellow-
ish and dried up, farmers said.

Official initiative to prevent
the pest invasion has been
proved ineflective due to
shortage of insecticides and
spray machines.

It is alleged that the au-
thorities depend on the re-
ports of block supervisors
about pests invasion but the
block supervisors prepare
imaginary reports without vis-
iting the aflected areas.

It is learnt that most of the
spray machines are lying inop-
erative in the upazila offices
due to shortage of spares.
Besides, most of the insecti-
cides available in the market at
exorbitant prices are adulter-
ated.

Affected farmers urged the
authorities to combat the men-
ace without further delay.

JRANGPUR

WDB schemes to

check erosion

July 21 : Bangladesh Water
Development Board has taken
up a good number of schemes
to facilitate f{rrigation and
check flooding and erosion,
reports UNB.

According to sources the
schemes will be implemented
during this year at a cost of
Taka 3.21 crore, provided by
Asian Development Bank.

The schemes include con-
struction of two regulators,
four cross dams, 200 meter
metalled road and 1.68 lakh
concrete blocks.

About BO per cent of the
work including two regulators
have already been competed
and the rest is to be
finished by the end of this

yenr.

SIRAJGANS

15 feared drowned

In boat capsize

July 21 : About 15 people
including 10 women were
feared drowned after a mech-
anized boat in the
Jamuna yesterday morning,

UNB.

The boat sank in the mighty
river afier its bottom was
wrecked by a vortex near
Bhatpiari village in Sadar
u two survivors said.

Assistant Headmaster of
Mechra High School Mokbul
Hossain and former Chairman
of Mechra UP Abdul Quddus
Pundit wold UNB the boat
safled for j from Char
Mechra with 50 passengers,
inclading 14 women, aboard.

They were among 35 -

rescued by the ml
after they had eried for

One of those missing was
identified as Afsar Muhuri of
Mechra village in Sadar upazila.

JKISHOREGANS

Nikli Press Club

executives
From Our Correspondent

July 21 : The executive
commitiee of Nikli Press Club
was formed in a meeting with
ldris All, Upazila Chairman,
Nikli in the chair recently.

The 10-member executive
committee was formed with
Nurullah and Abu  Zaman
Khokan as President and

Other office are :
Prince Islam Khan—
Vice-President,
Zuel—Assistant

Habfbur Rahman Hoby—
Treasurer and members

Ahahasan

in her :
Anﬂnh:nn‘lﬂd petition lo the

National

Mosquito menace has assumed on alarming proportion in urban as well as rural areas. Stagnant water in uncleaned
drains and ponds filled with water hyacinth are the ideal mosquito breeding centres. Photo shows a derelict pond filled
with hyacinth at a place in Narayangan].
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JAMALPUR, July 21: A case
of misappropriation of huge
sum of money from Islampur
College fund has been de-
tected.

The Convener of Teachers
Sangram Parishad [(Action
Committee) in Islampur
College has lodged written
complaints with the office of
the Deputy Commissioner,
District Anti-Corruption
Bureau and Director of
Education Ministry.

The compliant sought de-
partmental inquiry and pun-
ishment to the persons found
guilty of the defalcation.

According to the allegation,
the misappropriation involved
scveral lakhs of Taka in terms
of leasing out Dhurmakura Hat,
tuition fees, repairing, fake

conveyance bill, bank accounts,
employees salary and cash
sanctioned against various
heads during the last several
years.

According to a report col-
lege authority misused Taka 25
lakh collected as fund from
Dhurmakura Hat since last 15
years. The authority realised
tuition fees of last three years
from the students and de-
posited with the bank and
then started using it for some-
body's personal gains. The
Principal submitted fake
vouchers for many repair work
under several heads including
furniture making and repair,
electric connections, con-
struction and repairing of
school building, etc.

Beside, a large quantity of

~ Defalcation of college

From Our Correspondent

crops including paddy and
sugarcane produced on college
land has no proper accounts in
respect of their sale or con-
sumption.

An amount of Taka 25,000
was drawn from college fund
by submitting conveyance bills
when the money was spent for

work.

The college has paid a fine
of Taka 27,000 to Dhaka
Education Board for irregular-

ity in college work.
Taka four lakh was misap-
propriated from teachers’

salaries which was not de-
posited with the bank during
the last four years.

The Teachers' Sangram
Parishad has urged the present
democratic ment to in-
vestigate into the matter at the

fund detected

carliest and take immediate
action against the offender.

About 83 metric tons of test
reliefl wheat worth Taka 5.5
lakh were misappropriated at
Melandah upazila of Jamalpur
district. The wheat was allo-
cated for the implementation
of development schemes un-
der food for works pro-
grammes (FWP).

The wheat was allotted by
the Directorate of Relief and
Rehabilitation under special
programme during last season
for 83 development schemes
for improving the roads and
earth works in educational in-
stitutions.

A recliable source said that
the wheat was illegally sanc-
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Students urged to be
attentive to studies

®

MANIKGANJ, July 21
Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs Prof.
Badruddoza Chowdhury yes-
terday called upon the stu-
dents to devote themselves to
their studies and work hard
for buflding a self-reliant coun-
try, reports UNB.

Addressing a public
meeting at Harirampur Upazila
headquarters here, he said "to
make the nation self-sufficient
one we must impart proper
education to our posterity”.

Prof. Chowdhury said the
BNP government, which came
to power after a free and fair
parliamentary elections, was
the people's government and
so it was pledged-bound to ful-
fil their hopes and aspirations.
"But all the problems, accumu-
lated during the last nine-year
rule of autocratic regime, can-
not be solved overnight,” he
reminded the people.

State Minister for Relief
and Rehabilitation Lutfar
Rahman Khan attended the
meeting as special guest.
Presided over by Abdur Razzak,
General Secretary of the
Manikganj unit of BNP, it was
also addressed by Harunar

tioned in the names of differ-
ent clubs and association.

It is learnt that the project
chairmen took delivery of the
wheat in June 30, 1991 and
95 per cent of it was sold in
blackmarket. It is further al-
leged that the project chair-
men were asked to submit fake
master rolls and project
progress report of the devel-
opment schemes by June 30.
Later it was extended up to
further seven days.

People of Melandah upazila
headquarters protested against
the misappropriation of FWP
wheat and chanted slogans
demanding exemplary pun-
ishment to the persons in-
volved. But no action has yet
been taken in this regard.

NANDAIL, July 21 :
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation has failed to pay
the price of jute procured
from Ishawargan] upazila
through its purchasing centres
leaving the growers and
traders amid untold sufferings.

The sources said that the
growers and traders sold jute
worth Taka 35 lakh to the
BJMC last year but the whole
amount is lying unpaid with
the Corporation.

In the meantime the new
scason of procurement is al-
ready knocking the door. If
the sellers are not paid their
outstanding bill the pro-

curement drive will suffer a

scthack this scason.

Pension

The widow of a postal em-
ployee is sing her days
amid untold sufferings as she
has not been ed with
the pension of her deceased
husband since two years he
died.

it is learnt that Abdur
Rahman of Bangawp under
Ishwargan| upazila was a run-
ner at Athara Barl sub-post of-
fice. But suddenly he died on
May 26, 1989 |eaving behind
his wife and four children.

Since then the widow
Amina Khatoon fell the worst

victim of financial hardships.
She has no earmning mrugr

From Our Correspondent

relevant authorities seeking
pension of the deceased as per
the provision. But inspite of
constant appeals she got no
res from corner. As
a result she along with her
children is passing agonising
days.

Housewife killed

The wife of a Union
Parishad Chairman was

chopped to death at Fulpur
upazila recently.

It s gathered that Fatima
Khatoon (32), the third wife of
Hafizul Islam, Chairman, No. 5§
Fulpur Union Parishad while
returning from upazila office at
7 am was attacked by a gang of
miscreants who chopped her
to death. They fled away leav-
ing her serfously Injured.
Later she was rushed to the
Fulpur Hospital where she was
declared dead. ]

A case was registered with
Fulpur police in this connec-
tion and the body was sent to
morgue of Hymtnllnz’h
Medical College Hospital for
post mortem.

Law, order situation
reviewed

Law and order situation of
Nandail was reviewed in a
meeting held in the thana
premises recently.

DC, Md Ashral
was present on the occasion

as chief guest. The meeting

BIJMC owes growers
Tk 35 lakh 1n Nandail

was participated among others
by UNO, Kazi Abdul Kasem and
other upazila officials.

The DC in his speech urged
the police authorities to dedi-
cate their services for the wel-
fare of the people, so that peo-
ple do not spend sleepless

nights.

OC, Nandail, Ajmail Hossain
assured all sorts of co-opera-
tion with the public to main-
tain the law and order situa-
tion all over the upazila.

Miscreants loot
shops in Barisal

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, July 21: Armed
miscreants looted goods worth
two lakh taka and ransacked
more than ten shops recently
in Nalbunia Bazar of
Mehedigan| upazila under
Barisal district.

Erosion makes
hundreds homeless
in three upazilas

MANIKGANJ, July 21 : More
than 300 families In three
upazilas of the district became
homeless due to heavy down-
pour and unabated erosion by
the rivers Padma and Jamuna
Tuesday, Water Development
Board sources said, reports

JAMALPUR : A truck loaded with test relief wheat seized

proceeding with the relief goods to be sold in blackmarket.
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by the BNP workers, while it was
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' Tele-link facilities in
Chandpur inadequate
From Our Correspodent

CHANDPUR, July 21: The
district trade and commerce
with the capital and other
parts of the country have suf-
fered a setback due to lack of
tele-link facilities at Chandpur

district for a long time. Most of

the times tele-link remain
inoperative for days together.
As a result, telegram and
telephone cannot be operated.
Local journalists cannot send
their despatches to Dhaka
dailies due to frequent disrup-
tion in both telephone and
telex connections. It is learnt
that telex machine is out of
order for a long time. The ma-
chine seems to be very old. So
it should be replaced immedi-
ately.
Besides, subscribers com-
plain frequent cross connec-

tions and other disturbances in

telephone sets. Trunkcalls are
seldom attended to the public
from the local telephone office.

Jahangir Akhand Selim,
President, Chandpur Chamber
complained that the business
is hampered due to tele-link
disruption at Chandpur. Busi-
nessmen cannot send their
telegrams from local telephone
office. Local tele-link system
remains out of order. So
telegrams are sent by post
office.

On the other hand, the
NWD introduced in 1988 is
now functioning with only four
channels which cannot cope
with local load. There are two
systems ol telephone numbers
at Chandpur. These are four
and three number groups. Four
group telephone numbers are
disrupted ofl and on.

Workon 5 projects_

suspended at Rajbari

From Our Correspondent

RAJBARI, July 20 : The con-
struction work of five major
development projects at
Rajbari district headquarters

remained s for a long
time due to shortage of funds.

The projects included con-
struction of collectorate build-
ing, Police Super’'s office, Civil
Su n's office, police line,
judge court building and PWD
Executive En r's oflice.
The work was taken up about
six years back but suspended
due to fund constraints.

The officers and employees
are facing acute accommoda-
tion due to non-implementa-
tion of the projects.

The authorities concerned
have been urged to sanction
necessary funds for the com-
pletion of the projects to alle-
viate the sufferings of the con-

cerned departments.
Train services

irregular in
Rajbari

RAJBARI, July 21: |

train timings, dearth of
Tuﬂ coaches
i lack proper mainte-

nance of raflway line have been
ring train services un-
der Paksey division of western
zone of Bangladesh Railway for
i time, reports UNB.
ugh raflway is one of
the principal means of com-

Balckmarketeers snatched
away smuggled goods from the
railway security force on duty
from Rajbari-Khulna intercity
Titumeer express train on July
12.

The smuggled goods in-
cludeed Indian currency, wrist
watches and blades. The inci-

" dent took place near outer

signal of 726 downtrain at
Panchooria railway station.

WL 3. e o s
rs broke the po-
lice escort and snatched away

the said goods.
The snatchers alleged that

~ Scholarship

Mohd Monzur-e-Elahi, ob-
tained junior scholarship of
1990 in talent pool held this
year, and stood first from B L
Government High School,
Si . He also secured pri-
mﬂhhﬂhlp from the
same school in 1987. He is the
3rd son of Md Shalluddin
Talukder, a senior officer at

Uttara Bank Lid head office, der Shatlar

Dihaden.

* called upon the

Rashid Khan, MP and Begum
Farida Hasan, MP.

The Education Minister
said the BNP government will
soon restart mass education
and canal digging programmes
and reintroduce "Palli
Chikitsak system,” initiated by
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman. The autocratic
Ershad's regime had stopped
all these people-oriented
programme, he added.

Prof. Chowdhury said after
the start of 'mass-education
revolution’ Shaheed Zia, 40
lakhs people were imparted
with education and one crore
books were printed for this
urpose. The Ershad

destroyed the unu 60
lakh books, he said.

Prof. Chowdhury said, 1,400
canals were dug and 27,000
rural doctors were developed
during the time of late’
President Zia but Ershad dis-
continued all these pro-
grammes.

The Education Minister
party workers
to uphold the ideals of
Shaheed Zia.

Mr. Lutfar Rahman Khan un-
derlined the need for check-
ing corru and malpractice
in the education sector espe-
cially in examinations.

Local MP Harunar Rashid
Khan said four unions of
Harirampur u were de-
voured by the Padma and
13,000 le had been ren-
dered home as a result. He
demanded their rehabilitation.
Earlier, the Education
Minister inaugurated "Huran
Nahar Girls High School® near
the J_nzﬂl premises and
planted a sapling in the school
compound. He also offered

Munajat there.

The school has been buiilt
with the financial assistance of
local MP Harunar Rashid Khan.

Notes from
Dinaj

From Our Correspondent
DINAJPUR, July 21 : Elder

brother was killed by his
younger one at Jamkura village

under Boda upazila of the dis-

— | trict, police said.

The victim Mahiruddin (40)
was stabbed to death by his
younger brother Tamizuddin
(33) following a family dispute
on the same day. The body was
sent to the hespital for autopsy
and a case has been

in this regard. However,
Tamizuddin managed to
escape

Waiting rooms
needed

Absence of wal rooms in
13 u la courts of the dis-
trict been causing untold
sufferings to the litigants. The

| sufferers who come from re-

mote arcas of the u
complained that they have to
wait under the sky or loiter in
the corridors ol the court
buildings in absence of any sit-
ting arrangement.

Local people urged the au-
thorities to construct waiting
rooms in all the courts here to

metigate the sufferings of the
people.

At least 100 cataract ::d
tients were operated upon
300 patients with eye compli-
cations treated in a week-long

eye camp at Atwarl upazila.
The camp was inaugurated by

the Upazila Parishad Chariman,
Fahimuddin Ahme which was
jointly by the Upazila
Parishad and BNSB Eye
Hospital at Phulbari Bus Stand
in Dinajpur town.

The operation was con-
ducted by ophthalmologists
from BNSB Eye Hospital.
Spectacles were distributed

free of cost among the pa-

tients.
Welding shops

Inhabitants of Dinajpur
town here have been affected
adversely by mushroom rw'.h
of welding shops on sides
and open places. Various weld-
ing have sprung up
beside s in Munsipara,

Paharpur and

ng threat to

the residents and
trians.

it s alleged that sparks
during welding work, serfously
affect eye sights. Local people
have wur the authorities
concerned to take necessary
action in this respect.

4 burnt to death

A young man was burnt to
death and property worth
about Taka five lakh were gut-
ted in a devastating fire
broke out in Kushatrigram vil-
lage under Rasulpur Union

Parishad in Birganj upazila on

Thursday last.
ted from the oven of

Origina
a kitchen the fire the
nearby residences of Dabu
Miah, Hamidul Halfiz
Ibrahim, *II’IIIIM Abdur
Razzak and
worth about gh m
One Mozammel Haq was burnt
to death in the fire,

Another fire incident took
place in Pannagoor un-
Parishad of
the same upazila.



