DHAKA MONDAY JULY 22, 1991

by Fayza Haq

If you do not earn a fantastic salary and entertainment
have gas bills. rent and telephone bills to pay A quite embarrassing effort to lunch out
to, apart from meeting the grocery and other was when two of us had Tk 400 between our-
payments, it is hard to have a time, when selves and wanted to take a friend out for her
it takes your fancy to dine out. This is particu- birthday on New Year's Eve. Much to our con-
lauly so if you happen to be a woman in Dhaka. slernation we discovered that there was no

The other day my friend and | went shop- room at the cafe where we could buy lunch
ping to "Sonargaon” to get an item which was within our limits and the Chinese restaurant
unavailable anywhere else in the city. This place had a set menu. At Cafe Jheel itself pric-
little gift for my mother was not expensive on s are as high as at least Tk 300 per head.
its own. It was a set of jute mats. We had been We cruised around the city trying to find a
shopping in the city earlier without success Chinese restaurant, our cheeks flaming with -
the entire momning. and felt that we needed a embarrassment because we had not the money
respite and a bit to eat. We had not the occa- to pay for bills. Here in Dhaka there is no way
sion to dine out before in expensive hotels and of washing dishes and paying off the bills as

feit that a cup of tea and 'samosas’ would not
the The bill was Tk 200 which was

cost of the mats that we had

y at the outset.

My friend also felt embarrassed that she

was only wear-

WhenDiningOutCanbeaDragJ_

ing rubber
‘chappals’ and

As for me, |
looked very
much a raga-
muffin myself,
after my endea-
vour at my own
office. We felt
embarrassed

sitting down in
ﬂ:leu.mphhumt-
ed atmosphere
in our url:rtna.ly

day to day clothes. The bill for the two teas and
the 'samosas’ was the straw that broke the
camel's back.

Another time my colleague and | felt a
little piqued with the daily routine at work. We
decided to nip off and have a drink to rejuve-
nate ourselves and cut the monotony. Working
in Motijheel we knew of no place that was saie
enough for two working women to simply walk
into and have two coffees.

The drink at Purbani was not any better
than what you get at home. My friend and |
chatted to iron out some problems. The time
flew. And lo behold there was the bill of Tk 90
at the end of the half hour session. Yes, we en-
ﬁ the airconditioned atmosphere for a

but for those who do not earn more than
Tk 3000 or Tk 5000 a month, the local hotels
are no place to sail in and have a heart to heart
chat — away from the madding crowd.

t we women venture
into places like Sheraton

and Sona
have a drink or a meal. Recently. when we got
packet at the beginning of the month we

to investigate "Cafe Jheel” which is
lace. But could we sail into
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the briefl lunch
to walk back to office to
down the ‘roti-kcbab’' effort at

Canada

Ba sh will recetve a
m‘ four millon Canadian
t to Taka 12
crore 29 lakh) from Canada as
cyclone food aid and to finance
a project support unit, an offi-
cial source said, reports BSS.
Two separate Memoranda of
Ufﬂ:rﬂmﬂlsmm to_this

Sunday

emergency

Cyclone relief food aid will
be provided to Bangladesh as
relief in the form
of vegetable ofl for distribution
under the vulnerable group de-
velopment pro
cyclone affected areas and the

has been the custom in USA, Europe and the
west for over decades.

We finally ended up in a dingy, seedy old
cale, in Dhanmandi, and had a very dull and
stereotyped lunch, which was certainly too salt

and cold. The
exercise not
only upset us,
the two host-
CS8CS, our
friend and her
daughter were
not exactly in
ecstasies at our
effort to enter-
tain. But who
does not know
the prices at
"Panda Garden”
and "Royal Or-
chid” or even
"Kintuki.” Can
the average
working wom-
en . entertain
their col-

leagues, or friends on even a blue moon? Even
if you go to the "Coffee House" the bell is never
less than Tk 200 for three peuple with all the
sharing and scrimping.

- This is not to say there are not eating
houses in places like Motijheel and Old Dhaka
where you can get interesting meals including
fish and "bhorta” as well as mutton brains. Yet
at these places you must be chaperoned, and if
you come across young students who haunt
these places in Old Dhaka, it is you that is tak-
en aback having them see you dine alone, and
trying to make it on the cheap.

There are then the cafes at exclusive plac-
es like the Goethe Institute and the Alliance
Francaise. But these are restricted to the
members and you cannot get a meal there.

The small "kebab" houses dot the city but

women can hardly be expected to sit down and
cat there by themseclves. And how often do
men take it into their minds to chaperone fe-
male colleagues and even go Dutch, if that is
necessary?
- One does not deny there are Chinese re-
staurants that dot Dhanmandi and neighbour-
ing areas where meals may be obtained at rea-
sonable costs. But these places are not
accessible from all parts of the city. You re-
quire a transport and women are often brand-
ed as “fast” when they do take the inftiative
and sail out on their own.

With all that talk about women's liberation
in the city. they should surely be able to go out
and enjoy themselves and not have to lose
their hair over the price of food and the neces-

sity of male chaperonage.

......
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give Tk 12¢cr food aid

eflect were signed in Dhaka on

Project Support Unit (PSU)

will be established to provide
programme, administrative
and logistical support to
Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA)

me in the unded projects in Bangladesh.
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Reliance is not just a Name.
You can come and see
for yourself.

Reliance has proved that it is not just another Insurance Company. Reliance is here 10
meet the needs of a changing worid. Our strong back-up of human resources, in-depth
market know-how and wealth of experience give us the strength to provide the secyrity

for all your general insurance needs.

'EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY
RELIANCE
INSURANCE
LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone PABX 2401086 235080
Telex 671188 RIL BJ
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Peace Counci
A seminar on "South Asian coo
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for . friend-

peration peace
. ship, stability and development” will be held today (Monday)

at 4.30 pm at the auditorium of Bangladesh National Museum.
Shah in the city. ’
Peace Council organise the seminar.

Awami League Chief and Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina, Chief Whip in the Parliament
Khondaker Delwar Hossain, Abdur Razzak, MP, and CPB
General Secretary Saifuddin Ahmed Manik, Prof Kabir
Choudhury, Prof Rehman Sobhan, Prof Salahuddin Ahmed,
Fakhruddin Ahmed, Dr Golam Rahman and Justice KM
Sobhan are expected to address the seminar. Chatrman of the
H:hremlty Grants Commission Prof Shamsul Huq will chair

seminar,

Rotary Club literacy project
Club of Dhaka (Dist 3280 Bangladesh), Footscray
Dist 980 (Australia) and Rotary Foundation of Rotary
International will jointly begin a literacy project today
(Monday) at 5 pm at the Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.
Education and Cultural Affairs Minister Prof AQM
Badruddoza Choudhury will inaugurate the project titled
‘concentration language encounter system.’

Moulvibazar Samity AGM

The annual general meeting of Moulvibazar Zila Samity will
be held today (Monday) at 4 pm at the auditorium of
Bangladesh Agriculture Research Council, Farmgate in the
city. Finance and Planning Minister Mohammad Saifur
Rahman who is also heading the association will preside over
the meeting.

Members along
attend the meeting.

The AGM will be followed by a cultural function.

Islami Bank officers' meet

A general meeting of the Islami Bank Officers’ Welfare
Association will be held today (Monday) at 4.30 pm at the
third floor at 75. Motijhcel Commercial Area in the city. The
meeting will discuss the proposed pay-scale for the bank staff
and its officers welfare activities.

Shilpakala Academy installation

The installation ceremony of the newly elected office-
bearers of Shilpakala Academy Officers’ Welfare Association
will be held today (Monday) at 5 pm at the academy premises.

Acting Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs U Malik will attend the ceremony as chief guest while
academy Director General Kamal Lohani will be the special

with their families have been invited to
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guest. Later, a cultural function will be held.

Press conference

Bangladesh Vested Property Leaseholders’ Welfare
Association has convened a press conference today (Monday)
at 5 pm at the National Press Club to reveal their problems

now confronting.

aqqan

Haqgani Anfjuman and its branches will observe the holy
Ashura, the 10th day of Muharram, symbolising the great

sacrifice of Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA).

grandson of the holy

Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (SM) 1400 years ago at Karbala
for establishing justice and truth.
To commemorate the martyrdom of Hazrat Imam Hussain

(RA) Haqgani

Anjuman, Dhaka branch will hold a discussion.

offer fateha and special prayer at the premises of Shahbaz
Mosque near the mazar of the three national leaders
tomorrow (Tuesday) at @ am. Haqgani Ulema will participate

in the function.

Y . ] Compiled by NA
CAB call to check US Counsel
price-hike of meets Golam

essentials

By Staff Correspondent

The Consumers Association
of Bangladesh( CAB) has
called for taking concrete
steps to stop the sale of adul-
terated products in the
upazilas and for checking
price-hike of essentials on the
plea of the imposition of Value
Added Tax (VAT).

These demands were made
on Saturday at an open discus-
sion meeting at Kallakoir.
Organised by the CAB chapter
of Kallakotr the meeting was
chaired by Dr All Hossain.

Speakers expressed their
resentment at the lack of con-
trol on the use of tobacco
products, laxity in regulating
the standard and use of
medicine and huge supply of

-food ftems.

speakers pointed out
that consumers with meagre
income are being victimised
retallers of sub-standard .
ucts. They noted that the peo-
ple do not know what is actu-
ally meant by VAT, |

2 Weather
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Hafiz

The visiting US Chief
Counsel of the house judiciary
sub-committee on courts, in-
tellectual property and the
administration of justice,
Michael J Remington, called
on Mirza Golain Hafiz, Minister
for Law and Justice at his
Sangsad office on Sunday, re-
ports BSS,

They discussed matters re-
lating to judicial system of both
the countries.

Later, Remington met the
members of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Law
and Justice Ministry at the

Sangsad Bhaban.

Mirza Colam Haflz, who is
the chairman of the
Parliamentary Sllndlng
Committee, apprise

of the constitution
function and of the committee.

Remington gave briel out-
linc of the US judiciary
sub-committee on courts, in-
tellectual property and admin-
istration of justice.
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By Staff Correspondent

Rain or shower

accompanied
a few moderately heavy to heavy is
places over the country, during
commencing 6 pm Sunday,

or squally wind with

to occur at many
the next 24 hours
reports Meteorological

L.
Heavy rainfall warning: heavy rainfall is likely to eccur at a

few places over Chi

and Dhaka division and the re-

ttagong
gons of Khulna, Kushtia, Patuakhali, Barisal, Pabna and Bagra

tll Monday
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ure recorded at Rangpur
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World’s rarest turtle faces

The only endemic wildlife

species of Bangladesh the

extinction in Chittagong

by Special Correspondent

leprosy. Only the newborns
and young turtles were

ducted research on the
Bostami turtle and found

ﬁo.m Tuhnl::ﬂ!:l we found to bé free from the the same disease.
- Nigricans lou nae fungal disease. As the Bostami * ' (turtle
pond of the Byazid Bostami Back in 1980 Dr Reza Khan is the o ﬂ::;;l.‘ ;

area of Chittagong city is
facing extinction possibly
because of the fact that
more than 50 per cent of
the turtles are aflected by a
fungal disease.

A three-member team headed
by Dr Reza Khan, in
of Dubai Zoo and former
Associate Professor of
Zoology of Dhaka University,
participated by Nature

wrote an article in the
Hornbill Journal of , the
Bombay Natural History
Society first repo the
existence of the gal dis-
case among the Bostami
turtle. Afterwards between
1984 and 1987, Dr Khan's
former student and an
Assistant Professor of
Zoology of Chittagong
University Md Farid Ahsan

of wildlife of Bangladesh
which is found nowhere
else in the world, immedi-
ate steps are needed to save
the species from extinction
as the entire population
might be out due to
the fungal infection fol-
lowed by some unknown
disease, awarding to Dr
Khan.

To save it from extinction the

Conservation Movement and his student Md Abu experts suggested that
President Md Anisuzzaman Seed and Nurul Haque con- l.'.}«::ul."«v.':rru:l:lnl:nfg Forest
Khan and field biologist Md

Abu Saeced visited the Department, Chittagong

The team estimated the turtle
pulation in the pond to
less than 500.

The team estimated the turtle
population in the pond to
be less than 500. All the
adult specimens were
found to be carrying the
disease which made the
s head, neck, throat and
both fore legs ‘white' like

2.5 lakh stranded

Administration and other
related institutions should
intervene in the following

Wty

All the specimens of  the
Bostami ‘Kasim' should be
temporarily removed from
the present pond which is
to be followed by removing
of entire water from the
pond. Afterwards a couple
of inch of debris from the
floor and wall of the pond is

. . to be sc out and the

P&lelﬂﬂlS entire pond bleached to get
Foreign Minister A. S. M. rid of germs.

Mostafizur Rahman informed All the diseased specimens are

the Jatiya Sangsad Sunday that
according to the government

to be isolated in a
away from the existing

pond
one

estimate, the number of All the unaffected specimens
stranded Pakistanis in are to be removed from the
Bangladesh was about present pond and house in
2.50,000, reports BSS. a resecarch pond which

In reply to a question from
Shah Mohammed Rafiqul Bari
Chowdhury (JP-Sherpur) the
minister said Pakistan
in principle to take back the
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should not be visited by the
members of the public
other than the research

Bostami
Anisuzzaman Khan

scientists.

Turtle Photo S s Sraa, S

stranded Pakistanis in turtles have to be scraped
Bangladesh in response to calls — — out and tested in a patho-
from Bangladesh and logical lab at home or
international organisations. abroad and the germ di-

He said Pakistan govern- Monday agnosed. n the treat-

ment and the Makka-based

ment is to be followed.

international organisation 4.30 Opening announce- During the process of treat-
Rabita-Al-Alam Al-Islami ment Al-Quran ment and research a small
signed an agreement in July 4.45 Recitation from the population of least diseased
1988, to form a trust with an Geeta specimens is to be kept in
aim to raise funds for 5.00 Asian Club Cup the pond so that shrine visi-
repatriating the stranded Football— live telecast tors can have a glance at the
Pakistanis. 5.20  News in Bengali '‘Kasims' and at the same
Rahman said no progress, 7.00  Telecast of Club Cup time the shopkeepers may
however, had been made in Football keep selling their items to
this respect due to the 8.00 News in Bengali the visitors, who in turn
internal political situations in 8.25 Remaining part of the feed the turtles.
Pakistan. football match Bathing in the pond and sale of
But. the Foreign Minister 9.00  Tagore songs beel and mutton lungs and
sald, the present Pakistan 10.00 News in English livers are to be banned.
government, especially Prime 10.25 Parliament round-up Instead sale of beel and
Minister Newaz Sharif has 10.40 Man from UNCLE mutton cubes, bread cubes,
expressed interest to takée 11.30 . Khabar / The news and banana have to be en-
back the stranded Pakistanis. 11.45 Closing down. coliriged. *

Rangpur Motel

Parjatan’s bumper offer
For tourists visiting Northern Region

Substantial rebate at the Rangpur, Rajshahi

and Bogra Motel

Avail this opportunity and make your stay at Rangpur,
Rajshahi and Bogra Motel comfortable.

Parjatan offers 20% discount on accommodations at the
Rangpur. Rajshahi and Bogra Motel upto 31st August 1991.

The Motels offer the following facilities :

Rajshahi Motel

@ Air-conditioned VIP suite ® Air-conditioned suile
® Air-conditioned twin rooms ® Non-Air-conditioned suite |
® VIPSuites and Air-conditioned @  Air-conditioned twin & single
rooms have colour T.V. and rooms
t lelephone. @ Non-Air-conditioned twin &
l ® All Room have hotwater supply single rooms.
g ® Non-Air-conditioned twinrooms @ Air-conditioned conference hall

: @ Air-conditioned conference hall @ Air-conditioned restaurant
® Air-conditioned restaurant @® Driver's bed
® Driver's bed

Bogra Motel

was 34.4 Celsius while the lowest ure
recorded at was 23.6 Celstus.
temperature till Tuesday may remain nearly over
the country.

Outlook for t two : Little change.

Outlook for another five days: marked '

The sun sets (Monday) at 6.47 pm and rises
tomorrow at 5.24 am.

The re and humidity in some cities and towns of
the country on Sunday were:
Cities /Towns Tenz:lmrt in Celsius Humidity in percentage

Mini 9am 6pm

Dhaka 29.3 258 a4 A5
Chittagong 28.3 24.9 H6 N
Khulna 28.4 25.2 98 95
Rajshahi 30.2 25.2 92 93
Cox’'s Bazar 29.0 25 5 02 92
Sylhet 336 236 ™ @0
Tangail 33.0 256.0 L A2
Bartsal 28.6 243 L) 100
Jessore 30.6 26.2 . na
Iswardi 30.0 :.l 87 :
Rangpur 34.4 8 68
Fent 28.8 23.8 K9 s

| @ Air-conditioned twin rooms
@ Non-Air-conditioned twin rooms
| @ Air-conditioned restaurant
® Driver’s bed
| | For booking and further details please contact . ®
. Rangpur Motel. R K. Road, Rangpur * Phone : 2911, 3681, 3900 o
Rajshahi Motel. Abdul Majid Road, Py
Rajshahi : Phone : 5492 il
Bogra Motel, Rangpur Road. &
Banani. Bogra . . Phone : 6753 E
Central Reservation. BPC, Head . Phone : 317836 o
Tourist Information Centres-
BPC Head Officc : Phone : 327842, 3251559
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel : Phone : 508479, 863391, 861 191/566
Sonargaon Hotel : Phone : 315001-9/4137
Zia International Alrport : Phone : 894416

BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION
Natonal Tounsm Orgarzaton
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