Come to CHITTAGONG Come fo

BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |
The House of Peace & Resl, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you to fry owr Beoautifully

prepared and Beoutifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
aimosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITIAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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| The Daily Star talks to
| the Vice-Chancellor of
Dhaka University
about problems, rang-
ing from campus vio-
lence to resource
constraints, facing
the country’s premier
seat of higher
learning
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The conflict over the
| future of the US mili-
tary industrial com-
plex explains the zigza-
gging decisions of the
I Bush administra-
tion on the arms
control 1ssue
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International

Kurds and Iraqi offi-
cials agreed to end
fighting in northern
Iraq which caused
hundreds of
casualties
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Full page reports on
BCCI which include
Bank’s operations in
Bangladesh, updates
from wire services
| and compilations
from interna-
tional press
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Sport

Pelita Jaya sail into
the semifinals of 10th
Asian Club Cup
| football cham-

pionship
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NEWS BRIEFS

JS opposition
leaders meet

all opposition parties and
groups in parliament and of
independent members will be
held today at 10 am at

Bhaban conference room of the

Leader of the Opposition , re-
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‘Legislation needed to prevent terrorist activities’

Gayoom, Khaleda talk

SOC10-€CONoMIiC i1Ssues

Visiting Maldives President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia Saturday discussed
prospects of a business-
like touch and functional ap-
proach to the seven-nation fo-
rum, SAARC, reports UNB.

A spokesman told re-
porters, after the meeting at
the State Guest House Meghna
lasting more than 80 minutes,
that the two leaders agreed to
furthering co-operation among
the SAARC members to ensure

peace, prosperity and socio-

| economie development of the

region.

Gayoom, the present
Chairman of the SAARC, ap-
prised Be Zia of its activi-
ties and the actions of member
countries to implement the
decisions taken in the forum.

Pointing to the paucity of
SAARC funds for meeting ex-
penses of its activities, the
Maldives President stressed
the need for rationalising and
redefining the role of SAARC
technical committees.

Move towards regional plan
of action for socto-economic
development and raising the
standard of living of common
people in member states were

highlighted at the talks be-
tween the President and the
Prime Minister.

Status and question of im-
plementation of SAARC con-
tention on terrorism and nar-
cotics also came up during the
talks.

Co-operation on Green
House effect, environment and
natural disaster management
were emphasised by the lead-
ers.
The Maldives President and
the Bangladesh Prime Minister
underscored the need for as-
sociating NGOs and profes-

See Page 10 Col. 7
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and Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia led th

in the formal talks at the state guest house, Meghna, Saturday.
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Select body to seek more

time as differences persist

Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz may today seek another
four days for the parliamentary
Select Committee to scrutinise
the amendment bills referred
to it for submission of its re-
port to Parliament.

The Select Committee had
two sittings on Saturday. The
second meeting continued till
late at night with Mirza Golam
Hafiz in the chair but the dff-
ferences bettveen the BNP and
the Awami League over the
bills were yet to be resolved.

Reliable sources said that
the meeting ended last night
with both the sides agreeing to
continue the discussion on the
bills at the Select Committee
level.

The Select Committee was
constituted on July 9 and was
asked to submit its report after

scrutimsing two rmment
bills and five opposition bills by
! 8 14,

" As the Committee could not
complete its work by July 14,
the time limit was extended by
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By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

another four days. ‘s time
extension, if granted, will be
the second in a row.

The major points of differ-
ence are over the provisions
secking to further restrict
floor-crossing, mode of elec-
tion of the president under a
parliamentary system and ap-
pointment of non-MP minis-
ters.

The provision against floor-
crossing made in the 1972
Constitution says that a mem-
ber casting his vote t the
party which had nominated
him as a candidate in the elec-
tion would automatically vacate
his seat.

This provision was further
strengthened through the
Four Amendment and a
member absenting from a sit-
ting ignoring instructions of
his was liable to vacate
his seat.

The Constitution amend-
ment bills introduced by the
BNP seck to disqualify a mem-
ber vacating his seats due to

above mentioned reasons. from
contesting for five years.

The BNP bills also seek to
ensure that an MP would lose

his membership from Parlia-
ment if he is expelled from the

‘party, and if he forms any

group within the party in
Parliament.

Awami League members in
the Select Committee seek to

stick to the existing provisions
(made between 1972 and
1985).

The BNP bill proposes that
election of the president un-
der the amended constitution
should be conducted by the
Speaker.

Arguments put forward by
BNP leaders include, since the
president will be elected by
Parliament there should be
scope to check floor crossing.

The Awami League wants
the election to be conducted
by the Chief Election Co-
mmissioner with MPs voting in
a secret ballot.

See Page 10 Col. 2

No new mitiatives by Bangladesh Bank

BCCI knot stays untied

By Moazzem Hossain and Shahiduzzaman Khan

The future of the Bank of
Credit and Commerce Inter-
national (BCCI) in Bangladesh
is still uncertain even a
fortnight after suspension of
its rations.

central bank had not
made public until Saturday, any
new initiative to untie the BCC]
knot.

The sufferings of the de-
positors with their total funds
of over Tk 610 crore (u ted
figure) with four branc of

the Bank in sh have
meanwhile mounted.
"We are hos o an ex-

tremely unpredictable situa-
tion”, sadd a group of BCCI] de-
positors. They have sent an

appeal to the UAE Emir to in-
tervene in the sttuation.

BCCI] operations were sus-
pended on July 6 by the

sh Bank on a request
from Abu Dhabi. The royal Abu
Dhabi family owns the majority
shares in the Bank.

The multinational opera-
tions of the Bank are also
frozen clsewhere following the
Bank of s decision to
close the Bank from July 5 in
London.

The h Bank ear-
ller announced some measures
to route foreign trade oreﬂ
tons in the pipeline ol the
BCCI Agrani Bank.

The chiefl of a leading

Chamber body said that the so-
called diversion of the Letters
of Credits (LLCs) to the Agrani
Bank was only a [ace-saving
move.

Without banking support
facilities like credit for re
tirement of LC documents and
loans against hypothetication
of goods, banking transactions
in foreign trade are meaning-
less. he commented.

It s not possible for any
importer to retire import LCs
with full value of the same
without any credit facilities, he
observed.

There is evidently no coer-
dination between the desig

See Page 10 Col 1}

CU teachers to
take classes

from today

CHITTAGONG, July 20:
Teachers of the Chittagong
University are to resume cla-
sses tomorrow after 208 days
following a decision eof their
association to postpone its
non-cooperation movement,
reports UNB.

In a statement tonight,
Chittagong University Tea-
chers Assoclation (CUTA)
President Profl Yusuf Sharif
Ahmed Khan said they have
postponed their rm'r-.m
on the assurance from Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed to resolve the prob-
lems within 15 days of resum-
ing classes.

The university was re-

opened 16 but no classes
age 10 Col. 3

Withdraw VAT by Aug 20,
AL ultimatum to Govt

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League has given an
ultimatum to the government
to withdraw the Value Added
Tax (VAT) and threatened a
countrywide movement for
non-compliance.

“This mment of Begum
Khaleda will have to meet
the same fate of its predeces-
sor if our demand is not met

by August 20,° Sajeda
C hury, MP, the party
General . told a rally

Saturday at PBangabandhu
Avenue.

The rally was organised by
the City AL and was addressed,
among others, by central lead-
erss Amir Hossain Amu,
Mohammad Nasim MFP, Matia
Chowdhury MP, Advocate

Rahmat Ali MP and its city unit
leader Mamtaz Hossain,
Mofazzel Hossain Chowdhury
Maya, M A Aziz and M A
Kashem. City AL President
Mozaflar Hossain Paltu chaired
the rally. i

"Awami League is a people-
oriented party. So we are here
on the streets once n to
realise people’'s de It 18
too early after a bloody move-
ment, but this ‘'new autocrat.’
has forced us to agitate again.”
she told the well-attended
rally

Sajeda Chowdhury alleged
that this t followed
the path of ousted autocrat
Ershad and imposed taxes

See Page 10 Col. 4

BNP amendment
bill contains
controversial

provisions : AL

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League has said that
the Constitution amendment
bill of the BNP contains con-
troversial provisions which
seek to curb fundamental
rights and restore autocracy
through different tactics.

Expressing concern over
the BNP bill the AL Central
Working Committee in a meet-
ing Friday termed it as a dis-
tortion of the November 19
Joint Declaration of the three
alliances and tantamount to a
breach of the pledge.

The ALWC meeting,
presided over by AL presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad,
said that the party would not
accept any provision that
could lead to autocracy and the
curbing of fundamental rights,
but would continue its efforts
to establish a truly sovereign
parliament and an unalloyed
parliamentary democracy.

The ALWC meeting said that
the Constitution amendment

See Page 10 Col. 7

BNP MPs told

govt firm to
fulfil election
pledges

The BNP Parliamentary
Party held a meeting on
Saturday where its members
pleaded for fulfilling the
party's pre-election commit-
ments and measures to contain
price spiral, reports UNB.

Sources said Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
assured the MPs the govern-
ment would go ahead for mate-
rialising the pledges BNP had
made to the people before the
February 27 parliamentary
polls.

She., however, reminded
the Treasury Bench members
of shortage of funds and asked
them to play an effective role
in fulfiling the hopes and aspi-

See Page 10 Col. 2

Ershads granted
parole as Raushan's

mother dies
By Staff Correspondent

Former President H M
Ershad and his wile were
granted parole on Saturday
night to pay their last respects
to Begum Badrunnahar,
mother of Raushan Ershad .

Begum Badrunnahar ex-
pired noon at the res-
idence of her eldest daughter
Mamata Wahab at Uttam.

The former President and
his wife were taken to the
Uttara residence of Mamata
Wahab where the body of the

The two
See Page 10 Col. }

Yeltsin bans politics 1n state seetor

MOSCOW, July 20 : Russian
President Boris Yeltsin chal-
Party

lenged Communist

. institutions and
tions in the Russian
Federation,” the Russian
Information (RIA) said.

RIA said would
come into effect 14 days after
its

eitsin., who left the
Communist last year and
was sworn in month as
Russia’'s first executive
President, said in his decree

tical activity would ne

be permitted in state

on Russian territory.
The decree extended to lo-
cal government councils,
which are often dominated by

communists and have been ac-
cused in the past of blocking
radical reform legislation ap-
proved by republican authori-
tes

I't sald workers could take

in political activity only In
:-wrun.hun-dmﬂc
thetr

The decree is one of the
first issued by Yeltsin since his
Kremlin inauguration cere-
mony on July 10 and follows
pledges he made dur'l.g his
election cam to fac-
tories and local government
offices of Communist Party
cells.

F

All major student bodies except
JCD, Shibir boycott DUCSU polls

All the co ts of now
defunct Central Students Ac-
tion Committee (CSAC) Satur-
day boycotted the July 31
DUCSU and Hall Union polls by
not putting candidatures.

Saturday was the last date
Fn[ submission of nomination

The decisions, announced
at se te rallies, were made
protesting DU authorities’ can-
cellation of 's admission'
system for the irregular stu-
dents, "unfavourable campus
situation and free movement of
mastans on the campus.”

The components include :
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League (S-A), JSD (Inu)-backed
Chhatra (N-S). CPB-
supported Chhatra Union,
BKSAL-backed Jatiya Chhatra
League, BSD (Mahbub)-backed
Chhatra League (S-A). BSD
[Khaleq)-backed Chhatra
Front, Workers' Party-sup-
ported Chhatra Moitry, Chha-
tra Otkya Forum, and NAP (M)-
backed Chhatra Samity.

By Staff Correspondent

All these parent political
partics had formed the eight-

lll%! CMC.mm nts ru-

nning away from the race left
the pro-BNP J Chha-
tra Dal WCD), Jamaat-backed
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS),
Islamic Front-supported Islami
Chhatra Sena who submitted
separate panels of candidates
for the election. Thus far
unknown Chhatra Bangla
Parishad and some indepen-
dents also submitted nomina-
tion papers Saturday.

Following the cancellation
of the "special admission” ar-
rangements, most of the
prospective candidates of vari-
ous student were
dropped from the election
race.

The decision also angered
the JCD senior leaders, who
also failed to contest the polls.
But, an order from the ruling
BNP that only the regular stu-
dents would be JCD eandidates
cooled them.

JCD submitied full panels
for the elections to the DUCSU
and all the 14 hall unions. The
JCD workers along with the
candidates for the DUCSU
seats brought an enthusiastic
procession on the campus
soon after their nomination
papers were submitied Sa-
turday moming. The proces-
sionists rounded the Arts
Faculty building area chanting
slogans in favour of JCD's
‘Jaglu-Anny' panel for the
DUCSU.

The JCD panel for the
DUCSU was prepared with
Rafiqul Islam Jaglu — Vice-
President. Shahiduddin Chow-
dhury Anny — General Sec-
retary, Ali Akkas Nadim and
Habib-un-Nabi Sohel — Assis-
tant General Secretary, Syeed
Hassan Kanon — Sports Sec-
retary, Shafiqul Islam — Lite-
rary Secretary, Manjur-i-Elahi
— Auditorium Secretary. Shirin
Sultana == Women's Comm-
onroom Seecretary. Enamul

See Page 10 Col. |
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