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Iraq no longer capable of )
developing nuclear arms

Prague agrees
to separation
referendum

PRAGUE, July 19: Caechos-
m to hold a t;uulhun

on the eventual of
the country into the Cazech

republic and the Slovakia
republic the CTK news agency
reported, says AFP.

For the first time since its
foundation in 1918, the
given legislative to a
referendum to decide the fu-
ture of Czechoslovakia.

The law, which was
by the two houses of the fed-
eral assembly late Thursday

was nqzﬂd to defuse possi-
- ble political crises in the
coming months involving
Czech and Slovak separatist
mgvements, observers in
Prague said.

A referendum bill was first
proposed by President Vaclav
Havel in December

US Senate body
okays $4.6b for

'Star Wars'
WASHINGTON, 19: The
Senate Armed rvices

Committee Wed voted
16-4 to provide 4.6 billion
dollars to develop a ground-
based Anti-Ballistic Missile sys-
tem by 1996, instead of a
space based system favoured by
the White House, reports AFP.

The Strategic Defence
Initiative (SDI) proposal, popu-
larly known as 'Star Wars'
which s included in the 291-
billion-dollar 1992 defence
budget, also urges President

Bush to renegotiate the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
(ABM) treaty with with the
Soviet Union.

The SDI measure will be
sent to the full Senate for a
vote late this month.

The Senate panel relegated
to a later the space-based
brilliant pebble technology
preferred by Bush, who has
threatened to veto any defence
pac that does not fit his
plans for the SDI.

Thé House of ‘{epresen-
tatives has already . proved a
2.7 billion-dollar SD1 package.

Senator Sam Nunn, the

democratic committee chair-
man hailed the SDI p

(Y

VIENNA, July 19: The
International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) on Thursday
dismtssed reports that |

possessed large quantities
enriched uranium capable of

developing nuclear weapons,
AFP

But the IAEA Council of
Governors condemned
Baghdad for violating the in-
ternational treaty on the non-
proliferation of nuclear
weapons, saying it was "the
first country” to done so.

IAEA Director General Hans
Blix said after a of the
governors that on the basis of
the installations disclosed by
Iraq, the country was no
longer capable of producing
enriched uranfum. |

He described as 'specu-
lation,’ reports that

between - 25

Baghdad
ossessed
hﬁnm[ﬁ&pnunds]tn-m

kilograms (88 pounds) of the

material.

The United States holds
that Iraq has about 40 kilo-

of enriched uranfum.

Blix confirmed that Irag
had admitted 500
grams (1.1 pounds) of en-
riched uranium, and said that
according to lAEA inspectors,
it would only have been able to

uce a maximum of mmr

lograms (6.6 pounds) of en-
riched ﬁruﬂumpu

In . Iraq announced
that it had disclosed all its nu-
clear material and equipment,
according to the head of an
IAEA mission there.

The agency called on Iraq
to place all its fissionable ma-
terials under the control of the

- IAEA.

Iraq in 1969 signed the
treaty on the non-proliferation

of nuclear weapons which

obliges signatory countries not
to acquire or manufacture nu-

Mandela selects

shadow cabinet

JOHANNESBURG, July 19:
African National Congress
leaders on Thursday called for
widespread pressure ‘on the

vernment to continue re-

rms, but also indicated some
willingness to compromise,
reports AP.

The black opposition
group's leaders, meecting for
the first time since being
elected last month, selected a
"working commntittee” balanced
between those with hard-line
views on ending and
members of more moderate
views.

Also Thursday, a newspaper

ublished an interview with

Ison Mandela in which the
ANC ident said the group
mi:r‘:nh concessions to get
negotiations started on ending
apartheid.

on with ne-

"We are going
tions,” Mandela told the

tar newspaper, "| am going
out of my way to tell our peo-
ple publicly that negotiation is
the only method.”
The ANC has been boy-
cotting Constitutienal talks
with President F.W. de Klerk's

government because of charges
the mment was responsi-

ble lor political violence and

ERRY

dowry
was told on Thursday,
Home Minister S B C

e g o

1,479 cases of dowry suicide in 1990, parliament
AFP from New Delhi.

sald in a written

than 9.500 cases of rape. 20,000 molestation charges and
11,000 abductions, the minister said.

Dowry murders, usually carried out by the groom and his
family to force additional , most often take the form
of disguised as accidents, and seldom get to
court for of witnesses. |
16 killed d Zaire 3 Suteen
people including two : z::re killed during a
demonstration organised ‘s opposition parties,

deaths occurred at Luena, near Kolwezi, in the far

of Shaba (ex
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has delayed releasing political
prisoners. Mandela's new
comments a to mark a

softening of mbcy

The composition of the
committee which is intended
to act as a shadow cabinet to
the ANC executive committee,
indicates it is likely to support
Mandela's call for negotiations
along with mass action, such as
strikes and tests, aimed at

pressuring government to
continue

The ANC has demanded an
interim national rmment
and a -constituent assembly
that would negotiate a new
constitution, but Mandela told
The Star that "If the mutual
confidence is there it is not
necessary actuslly to form the
interim government before we
fo on negotiating.”

The 20-member committee
elected Thursday includes
Thabo Mbeki. considered a
moderate; Chris Hani, head of
the ANC military wing; com-
munist party chief Joe Slovo

and former ANC secrctary-
general Alfred Nzo, a moder-

| Thursday.

clear pons.

The head of a 37-member
IAEA mission Dimitri Perricos
said in that the Iraqi
Nuclear Energy Commission
had given a pledge that it had
declared all its nuclear instal-
lations and equipment to the

ﬂﬂ‘ IAEA missions would
visit Iraq however because
some points remained to be
clarified. Perricos said.

In Vienna, Blix told a press
conference that the IAEA had
suspended all aid and techni-
cal assistance to Iraq followi
the UN sanctions impose
after the invasion of Kuwait.

No member country had
demanded Iraq's expulsion
from the IAEA, he said.

quantities of en-
riched uranium that France
and the Soviet Union had pro-
vided to Iraq for research pur-
poses, Blix said that operations
to recover the material would
begin September, led by
British and French companies.

The IAEA Director General
added that the Iraqi violations
had ted weaknesses in
the agency's monitoring sys-
tem and predicted that safe-
guards would be necessary, in-
cluding security the right to
inspect installations on ba-
sis of confidential information.

He added that the agency
had submitted a plan to the US
Security Council to recover
Iraq's store of enriched ura-
nfum and to safeguard against
further violations. )

Another report from
W n adds: The United
States is deadly serious in pre-
venting Iraq from arming ftself
with nuclear weapons, Defence
Secretary Dick Cheney said

"We simply cannot afford a
situation in which Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein ac-
quires a nuclear weapon”,
Cheney said in an interview
with a US news :

The United States, he
added, was still waiting for
Iraq to produce a comprehen-
sive report on its efforts to
produce nuclear, bacteriologi-
cal and chemical ns.

The United Nations has
given Baghdad until July 25 to

t such a report in ac-
cordance with the April 3
Security Council resolution
set out conditions for a
ceascfire in the Gulfl war

- 200 killed
Lankan battle

COLOMBO, July 19: The

death toll in the battle be-
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ously injured.” the official said.
In a bid to prevent rebel re-
inforcements, the military is
also conducting operations in
other northern regions, iIn-
cluding Mannar, Mullaitivu,
Vavuniya and Jaffna. he said.

Defense Secreta Gen.
Cyril Ranatunge said Thursday
that the stocks of food. ammu-
nition and medicines in the

Elephant Pass camp would last
for weeks.

The camp is the most
strategic of the four military
garrisons in the north, which
include an air base near Jafina
town and a naval base on the
northeastern coast.

At least 18,000 people have
been killed in the nine-year-
old that grew out of
complaints t the majority
Sinhalese discriminate
Tamils in jobs and education.

Tamils form 18 percent of
Sri Lanka's 16 million people.
Most of them Iltve in the
northern and eastern
where the Tamil
want to set up the In-

dependent nation.
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Belgrade : Croatian soldiers lay siege to a Serbian-owned house in Osijek. A Serb inside was
killed and his mothr’s hands blown off by a bomb.

BONN, July 19: Franjo
Tudjman, President of the
breakaway Yugoslav Republic of
Croatia, called Thursday for a
foreign buffer force to be sent
to Yugoslavia if the federal
army attacked Croatia or
Slovienia, reports AFP.

Bloody fighting has rocked
both republics since they de-

clared independence of June
25.

Tudjman, speaking after
talks with German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl and Foreign
Minister Hans Dietrich
Genscher, also said he believed
the chances of Croatia remain-

part of Yugoslavia were
dwindling day by day. ‘

Although he did not think
the army was likely to attack in
the next 48 hours it is very
Eufbl: in the next 48 days,

said.

During their meeting, Kohl
made fresh appeals from dia-
logue in Yugoslavia saying the
aim at this critical moment
must be to avoid any threat or
use, of force, according to his
spokesman Dieter Vogel.

In Zagreb, European
Community ceasefire observers
began setting up their head-

arters in a hotel after vio-

lence in Croatia overnight left
at least one person dead.

They later toured the east
of the republic, but stressed
that their mission was not to
intervene in bloody clashes
that have shaken the region.

AP [rom Knin (Yugoslavia)
adds: Both commanders wear
the same camouflage, but one
is a Serb and the other Croat.
Seventy miles (110 kilome-
ters) apart in the most other
bitterly divided part of a coun-
try at war with itself, they are
training for a showdown.

A wiry man with graying
hair and a mysterious past
commands 12,000 heavily
armed Serbs in Knin, the heart
of the ethnic Serb rebellion
agairst Croatian authorities.

He calls himself Captain

His headquarters is in a
bunker in the medieval
fortress. perched atop a hill
overlooking Knin. A Serbjan
flag flies defiantly from the
stone structure.

Ivo Jelic, commander of a
brigade of the Croatian national
guard, promised the flag won't
be there for long.

"The Croatian flag will flut-
ter from the fortress of Knin,”

| Pak Assembly passes

special courts bill

ISLAMABAD, July 19 :
Pakistan's National assembly
passed Thursday a controver-
sial constitutional bill empow-
ering the government to set up
special courts to punish
terrorism and other serious

crimes, reports AFP.

Speaker Gohar Ayub Khan
prohibited debate on the bill
which was rushed through the
assembly with unusual speed.

In a division 150 Deputies
voted for and 26 against the
bill. It becomes law after en-
dorsement by the Senate,

The Opposition Peoples'
Democratic Alllance led
former Premier Benazir
Bhutto, who 1is currently
abroad, staged two walkouts
from the proceedings in
t.
PDA spokesman Farooq
Leghari, a former minister,

| said the bili was bulildozed,

through the assembly, mnl..r:z
to the chamber own rules
he accused the Speaker of
partisan conduct.

Offictal sources said the
strong support for the measure
came after a tougher draft was

Tehri dam an invitation to disaster

NEW DELHI, July 19: Indian /

hectares (667.000 acres) of
land. and the daily of
162 millon water
dafly to New Delhi.

SP Singh. chairman of the

to complete

by 1995

Opponents of the dam
disheartened enough to be-

the foothills of the
Soviet seis t Vil Keths
Borok, President of the

watered down before being
brought before the House.
Sources said Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif had
chaired a meeting of his ruling
Islamic Democratic Alliance
(lJI) and allied Deputies where
the draft was changed to ac-
commodate changes de-
manded by dissenters in his

own party.

The special courts consist-
ing of a High court judge or a
person qualified for appoint-
ment as such will try people
accused of gruesome brutal
and sensational crimes by the
federal government

Currently offences relating
to law and order fall within the
jurisdiction of the provinces.
The amendment will remain in
force for three years. when it
will automat cease to be
part of the Constitution.

It provides for the central
government to set up appellate
courts to hear appeals of sen-
tences handed down by the
special courts. The appellate
courts will comprise a judge of
the Supreme Court and two

judges a High Court.

ter to Jayal.
Brune,who paid a recent visit

to India, said in an article
he wrote for an INTACH

blication that the dam's
E::lthn was one of the
most hazardous from the

peint of view of
carthquakes.

The risk factor was “extreme,”
he said.

On the hazard rating scale of
gero to 36 prescribed by
the Paris-based Commission
Internationals Des Grande
Barrages (International
Commission on Large
Dams), the Tehrt Dam rates
36

Jayal said that should an

-lﬂlqlnhttrh.ﬂnu—'

and wipe
out the towns of
Deoprayag. Munikiriti,
Rishikesh and Hardwar,
which lie downstream

Croatia calls for foreign buffer
force against federal army

said Jelic, a burly former lieu-
tenant colonel of the Yugoslav
federal army.

"It will cost . many
lives," he said. "But we are
prepared., and they are pre-
pared for that.”

Knin is the center of the

Serb-populated region of
Krajina. The region says it will
split from Croatia if the repub-
lic insists of seceding from

The Croatian tis
under pressure hard-line
nationalists to crack down on
Krajina. A military move
against Krajina would almost
certainly draw a Serbian re-
sponse, plunging the two

largest Yugoslav republics into
war

The two men who would be
front-line commanders in such
a fight talked to The
Associated Press in separate
interviews this week.

There was no sign that ei-

ther side was prepared to obey
a federal presidency directive

to lay down their arms by mid-
night Thursday.

Captain Dragan, who de-
clines to disclose his last
name, said hts troops are

a0y .

Off the

| Russia, Lithuania
sign treaty
on relations

n:hﬂu after more than two
urs of talks in Moscow,
Russian television reported.

The two leaders appeared

weary as they spoke to -
|hﬂ.!ﬂﬂllmmmm

Tass said that there had been

"differences over a number po-
sitions.”

| Lithuania is one of six re-

blics seeking independence
the Soviet Union.

I'm cool, says
French PM

WASHINGTON, July 19 :
French Prime Minister Edith
Cresson in a US television in-
terview aired Thursday admit-
ted her ou nness gets
her into trouble but added that
she did not fear controversy,
reports AFP,

"I'm not here to be having
an easy life", Mrs Cresson told
ABC television, adding that she
was not overly concerned
about the flap surrounding her
controversial views. "I'm cool,”
she said.

Rather than back down
from her

. the Prime Minister
reinforced her views on cam-
era.

Personally, she said, she
preferred heterosexuality. ~I
think it's better.”

Mrs Cresson said she was
being judged more harshly be-
cause she {s a woman who does
not play the male game of
promising casy answers.

"Politics has always been
considered a ground for men. ..
Men think they have sort of a
vocation to command... | say, in
general, that you can replace
men everywhere, except in
private life.” she said.

Record

e »
Raisa raises glamour stakes
LONDON : Soviet first lady Raisa Gorbachev cut a stylish
figure at the side of President Mikhail Gorbachev on

Wednesday, reports Reuter,

All smiles, she arrived with Gorbachev for a news confer-
ence with British Prime Minister John Major, at which the
two leaders announced an unprecedented partnership be-
tween the Soviet Union and the WestL

Gorbachev, with her taste for Italian haute couture, raised

the

r stakes at an already stylish spouses’ summit.

French fashion designer Plerre Cardin once called her one
of the most elegant women in the world.

Stunning Mila
Brian Mulroney, captu

. wife of Canadian Prime Minister
the limelight from the first mo-

ment, appearing in a dazzling all-white suit on Monday to

greet summit hostess Norma
That evening for a

Major.
night at the theatre, she again went for
white a skin-tight jersey dress.

Norma Major, wife of British Prime Minister John Major,
found the spotlight trained on her as she made her debut as

hostess at a key international gathering.

w
Gay union blessed
PHOENIX: About 150 gay couples had their relationships
hhﬂdﬁur:lrglbylpllmrﬂmhundﬂdlchumh to serve
homosexuals

lesbians, reports

AP

The couples stood with arms around one another as the

Rev. Troy Perry,

head of the Universal Fellowship of

Metropolitan Community Churches, recited an approximation

of vows.

Then, at Perry's suggestion, the couples embraced and

kissed.
“The world tells us you

can't do that.” Perry said. "They say

mmeuchmﬂnrﬂ-tEn:dz. Bu_trmxmwm'

As_the hugs continued,
the bedroom.”

ed, can continue in

Troy founded the church in 1968. It now has about 200
congregations across the country. The service was part of the

Baarch's bianstsl l 1

The conference met as the E Chumh'tmr:!’l:
convention met in Phoenix and debated whether the ch

should sanction homosexual relationships and ordain gay

priests. Episcopal

ual relations outside heterosexual

leaders reaffirmed their stand against sex-

. but acknowl-

cdpdﬂumnhur:hmbu‘dnn'thndﬂ:pﬂty.

WASHINGTON: Despite reports ﬂ‘mm and
African drought, the Sahara desert has markedly since
1984, following a substantial expansion over the previous four

years, scientists say.
in a report in Friday

AP,
‘s edition of the

Science, the

researchers said their satellite measurements of the world's
t desert over the last decade aren't enough to declare a

trend, htdﬂmwmnmtmmm-
. from year to

"unbe lievable
For

., the Sahara grew from 3.4 million

square
miles (8.8 million square kilometers) in 1980 to 3.9 million

square miles (10.1 million
years, including an expan

kilometers) in just four

sion of 218,000 square miles

(566,800 square kilometers) from 1983 to 1984, they said.

And just a year later, they
miles (733,200

found it had shrunk by 282.000
square kilometers).

The studies. part of an overall assessing global
climate change, ur:'r'hﬂ-rr:ﬂm scientists,
Compton J. Tucker Willam W. Newcomb, at the space

o for Terrestrial
::dLHImH . Dregne

in Greenbelt, Md,
of Texas Tech University's

International Center for Arid and Semi-Arid Land Studies.
“"What has been a tremendous surprise to us is the inter-
annual variation. it's what | would have thought unbelfevable.”
Dltﬂﬂhlmm- .
scientists said they still don't know why it's happen-
ing or what the long-term outlook is.
"It would require a decade-long study to determine

whether long-term

or contraction of the Sahara is

occurring,” according to the report of the three scientists.



