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resumed

The Jatiya Sangsad
its sit Thursday at 11-12

am with Speaker Abdur
Rahman Biswas in the chair,

reports [SS.
The day's proccedings be-

gan with recitation from the
holy Quran.

After the answer
hour, the said he had
recetved one ment no-
tice and cn altention no-
tices on matters of urgent pub-
lic . He said he had

one call attention

notice on the opening eof
Khuina Medical College in
1991-92 fiscal, tabled by Sharif
Khasruzraman (Al-Narail).

Rashed Khan Menon

Taking the floor on a point
ol order, Rashed Khan Menon
(WP-Barisal) said he had given
a notice on adjournment mo-
tion relating to the situation
prevailing in Chittagong
University. He said the motion
could not be raised because of
the national budget and the
Chair had assured him that it
would be taken up later but it
was not done till date.

Menon said two rival groups
were facing each other with
arms. The situation in

Chittagong University was get-
ting worse day by day, he
pointed out

Tofael Ahmed

Toiael Ahmed (AL-Bhola)
said the matter was a very im-
portant national issue. He said
Menon had rightly raised thce
issue in an appropriate time.

Tolael said the situation in
Jagannath University College
was not different from that of
Chittagong University. He al
leged that students belonging
to the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
carrying the BNP [lag were
exhibiting muscles with guns.
The government, he alleged, is
still silent on the situation.

The Awami League member
said if the student wing of the
government party was held re-
sponsible for creating law and
order situalion, the situation
all over the country was bound
to deteriorate.

Tofael demanded a through
discussion in the House im-
mediately on law and order si-
tuation.

The Speaker then gave Lhe
floor to Moulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami{ (Jamaat-

Pabna).

Moulana Nizami said terror-
i{sm was the main problem in
the educational arena. This is
breaking our backbone, he
said.

Cailing for eliminating ter-
rorism {rom the educational
arena, Nizami said it was also
causing sessfon jam. He said
today's terrorism in Jagannath
University . College might
spread to other educational
institutions of the country. He
said what benefit we could get
by discussing budget and the
constitution, bypassing this si-
tuation.

Referring to the May 27 in-

cident in the Dhaka University,
Nizami said it was nof believ-
able that such an incident

could have happened in pres-
ence of national leaders and
teachers. He said a report on
the tneident had been submit-
ted to the government. He

Taking the floor, Depuly

Leader and Education Minister
Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury
appreciated the concern ex-
pressed by the members of the
opposition on the situation in
the uscs.
Chowdhury said the subject
deserved discussion. He said
he was ready to discuss the is-
sue at a time fixed by the
Chair. -

The Speaker then invited
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
to introduce the Constitution
(eleventh amendment) Bill,

1991.

Mirza Golam Hafiz

At this point the Law and
Justice Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz took the floor and said as
the 11th and 12th constitu-
tional amendment bills had al-
ready been introduced in the
House, the bill of Samad
should be serialised as the
13th amendment bill. If we
come o a consensus, the
speaker could easily make this
minor correction.

Abdus Samad Azad

Samad said he was going lo
place the bill as per commit-
ment given to the nation
through the joint declaration
ol the three alliances and did
nol expect any objection from
the Law Minister who had the
rgputation for being a most re-
spected politician.

The Speaker invited Samad

to. place the bill before the
House.

Samad intreduced the 11th
Constitution (Amendment)
Bill, 1991 in the House.

As the Speaker announced
that the bill was introduced in
the House, Samad sought
permission of the Chair to
speak on the amendment bill.
But the Speaker wanted to
know under which rule of the
rules of procedure Samad
wanted to speak.

Samad took the floor and
started saying some thing but
he was interrupted, on a point
of order by State Minister for
Food Najmul Huda. There was
a Pandemonium in the House
and most of the opposition
members rose Lo draw atten-
tion of the Chair.

The Speaker gave the floor
to Tofacl Ahmed for a short
comment,

Tofael Ahmed, terming the
day historic and memorable,
said that Samad introduced a
long-cherished amendment
bill for which the entire nation
was waliting. He said, we got
this occasion following a long
struggle in which many people
had to make their supreme
sacrifices. |

Tofael Ahmed said, the day
before yesterday, the Leader of
the House Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia had intro-
duced a historic constitutional
amendment bill. The Speaker
had than allowed Begum Zia to
make a statement prior to in-
troducing the bill. Not only
that, Tofael said, the Speaker
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He said, "we don't want to
rack up the past, but want to
move lorward.” He said care

was taken to avoid inclusion of
controversial matters in the

=

Abdus Samad Azad said it
was not only the three al-
llances but the people from all
walks of life including students
and workers who took part in
the anti-autocracy movement.

He said it was the joint dec-
laration of the three alliances
that the power would be trans-
ferred to a sovereign
Parliament elected through
free and fair elections to put
an end to the politics of con-
spiracy and killing and keep
up the spirit of the liberation
WAr.
He said it was expected that
the ruling party would take the
initiative first for the constitu-
tional amendment to go back
to the Parliamentary form of
government, but to no effect.

He said the Leader of the
Opposition deserved praise for
her role in taking up the move
for the required constitutional
change to go back to parlia-
mentary democracy.

Abdus Samad Azad said the
submitted Constitution Ame-
ndment Bill at the Parliament
secretariat first on April 14
this year. He said the Acting
President also approved it. He
said, "ours was the [irst
Constitution Amendment Bill
after the tenth amendment
bill."

He said aflter crossing all
the impediments we have
reached a position. He said the
BNP has also at last brought
the eonstitution amendment
bill séeking to replace the
Presidential form with the
Parliamentary system. He said
although ' the constitution
amendment proposed by us
should been allowed to be in-
troduced first in Lhe House,
but it was not done so.

He said today is a great day
and democracy must be en-
sured in the country, He said
people want the establishment
of democracy in Bangladesh
adding that some ple were
also at work to undo it, He said
we must work unitedly to foil
all these conspiracics.

In this connection the
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition referred to the
statement of Col (Retd) Faruk
Rahman and said the self-con-
fessed killer Faruk, who is still
living in this country, ex-
pressed their support to retain
the existing presidential sys-
tem. He said, "we must be on
guard to frustrate this sort of
cons .

He said Sheikh Hasina
proved her greatness by
wo relentlessly for the
introduction of the
Constitution Amendment Bill
by knowing perfectly well that
it was not she but Begum
Khaleda Zia who will be the
Prime Minister of the coun-

try's majority party leader.

Alter the lunch break when
the House resumed in the
afternoon, the Speaker gave
his ruling regarding the serial
number of the Constitution
Amendment Bill introduced to
the House by Abdus Samad
Azad.

In his ruling the Speaker
said that he had examined the
views of Law and Justice
Minister Mirza Golam Halfiz Lo
the eflect that the Amendment
bill brought by Abdus Samad
Azad should be serialised as
the 13th instead of 11th
Amendment Bill.

The Speaker said, two bills
entitled 11th Amendment and
12th Amendment had already
been introduced to the
Sangsad on July 2. Hence the
bill submitted today by Abdus
Samad Azad should be seri-
alised as the 13th and not
11th Amendment Bill. He fur-
ther said this correction would
be applicable to all relevant
places of the bill submitted by
Azad.

Taking the f[loor Abdus
Samad said, the bill he had in-
troduced today had been sub-
mitted two and a hall months
carlier then the government
bill. Moreover the House select
committee and the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs and the
Ministry of Law and Justice
also cleared the bill as 11th
amendment. Finally the Acting
President gave his recommen-

dation for introducing the bill
as the 11th amendment. So he
said, at present there was no
scope for changing it as the
13th amendment.

Abdus Samad Azad said that
onc oflicial bill and one Private
Mcmbers' Bill had already been
introduced with the same se-
rial numbeér, scveral
Constitution Amendment Bills
without any serial number
awaited introduction by
Rashed Khan Menon. Let all
these bills' carry the number
they had, he added.

Samad said, in any case
one bill would be passed. The
question of serial number
would come next. Samad said,
we will sit together in this
House and would take a his-
toric decision on this vital

point of constitutional
amendment.
Delwar Hossain

Taking the floor next Chiefl
Whip of the House Khandkar
Delwar Hossain said that plac-

ing of dilfferent bills under a
same serial was not permissi-

ble on Constitution ground. He
also cited some provisions of
the Constitution to this effect.

Hossain said, we have

rcached a national consensus
for switching over to parlia-
mentary form of government
and we should not do anything
belore rcaching that goal
which could disrupt the pro-
cess.
. He said the 11th
Amendment Bill had already
been introduced at the
Sangsad and its contents were
quite- different f[rom those
submitted by Abdus Samad
Azad.

Hossain said, the 11th and
12th amendments were
brought separately as the sub-
jects were altogether different.
The 11th Amendment, #f
passed, would not undergo any
referendum while the 12th
amendment brought
switching over to parliamen-
tary form ol government would
require referendum.

He said, we should not send
the issue of the Acting
President to a referendum.

He said it would create a
bad precedence in the Sangsad

if the bill of Abdus Samad Azad -

is allowed to be
11th serial.
Hossain said, as all of us are
committed to parliamentary
democracy, we should forget
minor things. He appealed to
the opposition to withdraw
their objection against the

ruling of the Chair.

placed in the

Suranjit Sengupta

Suranjit Sengupta said to-
day's placing of a constitution
amendment bill on Private
Members Day would be a shin-
ing example in the develop-

ment and evaluation of parlia-

mentary democracy.

Sengupta said, the 10th
amendment of the Constitution
was passed by the Sangsad ear-
lier. After that, the next

amendment bill was submitted

in April last and the relevant
ministries had processed the
bill as 11th amendment. After
that two bills were brought
and it was the lapse of the Law
Ministry to process the bills as
11th and 12th amendments
rather it should .have been
processed as 12th and 13th
amendments, he said.

Sengupta said, there was no
constitutional bar for plaeing
two bills in the same serial. It
is a historic compulsion on us
to pass only one bill, he said,
adding the question of serial
would be important only after

Parliament

for

the bill would be passed in the
House

He said, it would not be
proper to make any dcbate
over the serial. He said, with-
oul passing Lhe bill for switch-
ing over the parliamentary
form, therc was no scope for
the Acting President to resign.

The Minister of State for
Food Nazmul Huda took the
floor and said the question of
the Acting President would be
settled in the Sangsad while
the question of parliamentary
form of government would re-
quire a referendum even {f
passcd in the House.

Huda said, afler passing the
11th Amendment Bill submit-
ted at the Sangsad on July 2
there would be no bar for the
Acting President to go back to
his rmer position. But, he
said, the President would han-
dover power only after the

12th amendment of the
Constitution is passed.
Reciprocating the spirit

demonstrated by Sengupta,
Huda called upon the opposi-
tion members to withdraw
their objection against
Speaker's ruling.

Rashed Khan Menon and
Sudhangshu Shekhar Haldar
alpo gave their opinion in
favour of placing the bills of
Abdus Samad Azad as the 11th
amendment to the
Constitution.

Ahdm‘Razmque

Abdur Razzak (AL-Baksal)
called for avoiding debate on
the putting of mere serial
numbers on the Constitution
Amendment Bill.

Speaking next the State
Minister for Land, Zamiruddin
Sircar disagreed with the
contentions of Suranjit
Sengupta and Shudangshu
Shekhar Halder that the
Acting President assented to
the bill and said under Article
82 of the Constitution the
President can give recommen-
dation to a money bill or any
bill which involves expenditiire
from public money.

- He said the President has
only given his permission for
‘the introduction of the bill and
not his assent.

He sald the eleventh
Constitution Amendment Bill
was not a money bill, invelving
expenditure from the public
exchequer while the other
(the 12th Amendment Bfll)
was a money bill.

The State Minister for Food
said the bills which have al-
ready been introduced in the
House should get the serial
numbers 11 and 12. He said
the proposal on the
Constitution Amendment Bill
coming later should get a sub-
sequent number in the serial.

He said if the private mem-
ber's bill is given sertal number
13, its honour and the rity
will not be lessened. The
Speaker then adjourned the
House for the Asr prayer.

Tolael Ahmed said the bill
introduced by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and
acccpted by the House was
now a property of the House.
He said till the opposition bill
was submitted at the
Parliament sccretariat, the
number of amendment made
in the Constitution was ten. He
said the Leader of the House
introdyced the Constitution
Amendment Bill and the
Opposition has also presented
a bill on the same thing.

He said it could not be
firmly claimed which one of
the bills would be passed. Ly
the House.

He said, on the basis of the
understanding of the three al-
liances Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed was given the respon-
sibility of the Acting President
and he held free and [air elec-
tions as per the responsibility
entrusted on him.

He said the declaration of
the three alliances also pro-
vided for the transfer of power
by the Acting President to a
sovereign parliament which,
he said, the Acting President
cannot do wunless the
Constitution Amendment Bill
on the return to Parliamentary
democracy was passed.

He said the ruling party
should have tabled the
tnnutitullm; Amendment Bill
seeking the return to
Parliamentary deémocracy
ahead of the one seeking re-
turn of the Acting President to

his original post.
Abdus Sobhan

Maulana Abdus Sobhan
(Jamaat-Pabna) wurged the
members not to throw the is-
sue into debate in the interests
of maintaining a congenial at-
mosphere in the House. He
said as both the bills have be-
come ~the property of the
House it will not be proper to
mar the atmosphere of the
House.

He posed a question as to
why the ruling party was insis-
ting so much on maintaining
the serial number 11 for their
bill.

He said "we have to work
unitedly for and historic
event”. He said the bpill re-

uired support from both sides
or its passage.

Shamsuddoha (CPB-
Nilphamari) said the bill were
national property and urged all
to avoid debate on them.

introduced before the louse.
He said the objection from the
opposition on naming the bill
as Eleventh Amendment Bill
should have been raised on
July 2 when the official bill was
introduced before the House.

He said it has now been
"time-barred” and the maltler
had lapsed. He said in the
Parliament even punctuation
matters much.

Mirza Hallz maintained that
the two bills can never be the
property of the House at the
same time.

' He urged the chair to give
his decision on the matter ap-
lying his power as provided
rule 92, rule 315 and 316 of
the Rules of Procedure

the
Constitution Amendment Bill,
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury (AL-
Faridpur) said we have hcard a
lengthy speech of the Law
Minister. He had placed his
argument in a swect language,

On numbering of

she said adding that a baby of
two and a half month kept in
intensive care unit with oxygen
was being denied of a namé
while another baby of a few
hours old got the name.

She said if the 330 mem-
bers of this Sangsad brought tn
a amendment that amendment

could be called eleventh
amendment to the Con-
stitution.

Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
however, assured the House
they would fulfil their com-
mitment given to the nation
but she at the same time
warned that it should not be
misused.

She 'said their amendment
lo - the Constitution gone
through the Sclect Committee,
the Ministry of Law and the
Acting President as the
Eleventh Constitution
Ameéndment Bill so, she said,
there was no way of changing
the number.

Abdus Samad Azad

Abdus Samad Azad called
for behaving in a democratic
spirit and creatc a congenial
atmosphere kecping i serial
number of the b:!! »s " lcventh
Constitution Ameoreront Bill

He urged the Speaker nol
to give any ruling on it and said
otherwise there would be a

 difficult situation.

At this stage, the Law and

. Justice Minister took the floor

and said there was no provi-
sion in the Rules of Procedure

'~ that alter a winding up speech

# on concermned minister, stale-

Muhammad Nasim

The Chiel Whip of the
Opposition Muhammad Nasim
called upon the Law Minister
not to raise any objection

t the numbe to the
bill. He said the bill w will
be passed by the House can be
named -the Eleventh Cons-
titution Amendment Bill.

Taking the floor again Law
Minister Mirza Golam Halfiz
said "we hawve to find out a cor-

rect for a solution of the
pro relating to the legal
comp ’

He said a bill in the name of
Eleventh Conastitution Ame-
ndment Bill has already been

ments were allowed to be
made on the floor of the
House.

Drawing the attention of the
Speaker, the Law Minister said
if such statements were al-
lowed then members from the
Treasury Bench would also

speak.
Abdur Rahman Biswas

Giving his ruling, Speaker
Abdur Rahman Biswas said it
was supposed that after the
speech of the concerned min-
ister on a subject none would
speak on the matter. "Still |
have heard many of you both
from Treasury and Opposition
Benches.”

He said he had gone
through the Rules of
Procedure, conventions of this
House, papers and precedence
and examined them thor-
oughly. Besides, the Law
Minister also opposed the
numbering of the bill placed
on Thursday.

Biswas sald the Eleventh,
Constitution Amendment il
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was introduced before (hifh
House on July 2. He said latef
the Twelfth Constitution”
Amendment Bill was also
brought before the House the
same day.

The Specaker said the two
bilis were intreduced before
this House on July 2 without
any objection. So there could
not be another bifl with the
same name, he pointed out.

Abdur Rahman Biswas said
the Speaker had the authority
to bring in changes, alteration
addition ir any bill. So today's
bill would be named as 13th
Constitution Amendment Bill,

1991, Sheikh Hasi

Taking the [loor, the Leader
of the Opposition, Sheikh
Has‘na said her party had
struggied for fifteen years tak-
ing people with it for the
establishment of people's gov-
ernmcnt. Though BNP had

¥

formed the government secur-
ing majority seats, we have ob-
tained 38 per cent of the total
voles in the last general clece-
tions. Had we followed the sys-
tem ol proporiional represen-
tation of same other demo-
cratic countries in the world,
we would have been on the
other side of the Jatiya
Sangsad today, she added. ,

She said her party was the,
first to submit the Constitution
Amendment Bill on April 14
for switching over (o parlia-
mentary system in fulfillment
of our pledge to the people.
But the Treasury Bench sub-
mitted a simflar bill much later
using the title of ours. Our bill
had been processed by the Law
Ministry as |1th Constitution
Amendment Bill. The select
committee had okayed it un
der the same title. The Acting
President had also recom-
mended it the same way and
even it has been introduced
before the House in the morn-
ing siting Thursday as the
, 1 1th Constitution Amendment
3ill, she added.

She further pointed out that
the Constitution Amendment
Bill of the ruling was in-
troduced before the Sangsad
on July 2 in only two days no-
tice although the rule required
atleast scven days' notice, We
could question this irregular-
ity, but we did not. Under the
Constitution, each of the 330
members of this Sangsad could
bring in various amendments
to the Constitution under the
same title, she said.

But the Speaker disagreed
with her observation.

Sheikh Hasina argued that
the title of any amendment
could not be changed before
its adoption. She said the op-
position was keen to create a
congenial atmosphere and a
climate of understanding in
the House to fulfil the hopes
and aspirations of the people.
Our Constitution Amendment
Bill simply aimed at fulfiling
the aspirations of the natiori/®
Co-operation and understand-~
ing between the two sides was
necessary for the passage of
the bill as no party enjoyed

two-thirds majority in the
Sangsad, she said.
The Leader of the

Opposition said a doubt has al-
ready been lurking in the
minds of the people whether
the ruling party is at all serious
to revert to the parliamentary
system. The people are har-
bouring doubt whether the
aspiration of the nation to go
back to the parliamentary sys-
tem, is going to be frustrated
through subtle manipulation of
the bill in question, she said.

She said the opposition’s
Constitution Amendment Bill
had been introduced in the
Sangsad as the 11th
Constitution Amendment Bill
'We don't want to create a bad
precedent by changing the
number of title of our bill,” she
said :
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7 resolutions
introduced

Seven resolutions including
on¢ demanding implementa-
tion of the new Pay
Commissfon for government
officlals and employees were
introduced * in parliament
Thursday, reports UNB.

Other resolutions are on in-
crease in power tariff of the
Rural Electrification Board
5 per cent over the rate of the
Power Development Board, !
per cent subsidy on fertilizer
and pesticide sales, reduction
of interest on agricultural loan

| by 7 per cent, construetion of

a road from Bagacha to
Kashipur in Jessore district
completion of Rajbari-Kushtia

Iﬂﬂld and withdrawal of all

certificate cases against farm-
ers.
The resolutions were
moved by Abdus Shahid (AL),
Mizandr Rahman Manu (AL),
Nurul Islam Moni (Ind), Sharif
Uddin Ahmad (AL), bibur
Rahman Sardar (AL), Abdul

Awal Mian (AL).



