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Hasina's remarks he said it

martial law rule. The second

Ershad with Zia he said Zia
was a great [reedom fighter
while Ershad was an associate
of occupation forces. Zia had
ended martial law rule which
was brought afresh by Ershad.
Zia did not dissolve any
parliament or depose any
elected President while
Ershad had done both.

Dr Chowdhury who also
holds the education portfolio
said during the last 12 years
the politics of Shaheed Zia has
been rooted into the soil of

and that he would
be a source ol inspiration for
the future.

Referring to the debate over
who declared independence
Dr Chowdhury said, how could
we deny that the historic
declaration over Chittagong
radio by the then Major Zia
had inspired eight crore
people in the war ol indepen-
dence?

He said raised ques-

tions on the rule of Bangladesh

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
during the pro-liberation
. He was criticised for
is activities in the post-
independence period on po-
litical s. “We consider
the one-part system
introduced the

Amendment to the

parties, the three-
alliances for the restoration of
parliamentary democracy, he

k

Ganatantri Party member
Suranjit Sengupta said

introduction of the
Constitution Amendment Bills
would go down as a rare
moment in the annals ol the
history of the nation. Tracing
the history of the framing of
the constitution in 1972 with
which he was associated,
Sengupta expressed his
contentment that the nation
was once again accepting the
parliamentary system.

A veteran parliamentarian,

Sengupia said switching to the .

parliamentary form was not
enough. The main element of

democracy were tolerance and

respect for each other's

opinjon.
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under sales tax and excise duty
with no refund or deduction
facilities, he maintained,

He noted, the for tax
evasion will be minimal under
VAT. The scope for discre-
tionary elements, involved in
carlier sales tax and excise
duty, will be limited under
VAT and it will be easier to
administer VAT with trans-
parency and clarity, he said.

The NBR Chairman assured
all concerned that the individ-
ual cases where the application
of VAT would create any
anomaly or adverse effect
would be looked into, as and
when they would be brought
to the notice of the authorities.

Admitting that there may be
some transitional problems, he
however observed that the
benelits of VAT would wulti-
mately be reaped by all.

He said, the introduction of
VAT has been designed per-
fectly in accordance with the
"unanimous recommendations”
of a committee, comprising
government officials and rep-
resentatives of the private sec-
tor. The committee visited
earlier a number of countries
in the region and outside to
examine the VAT operations
there. "Nothing has been done
beyond what the committee
had specifically suggested for,”
he added.

Replying to a question, the
NBR Chairman said that the
representatives from the pri-
vate sector in the committee
included those from the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and

Ill_ﬂull!}f (FBCCI), Bangladesh

AL bill
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then both the constitutional
amcndment bills of the ruling
party and the opposition might
be sent to a select committee
or special committee of
Parliament for reaching con-
sensus between the treasury
and the opposition benches.

Meanwhile, opposition par-
ties in Parliament expressed
their dissatisfaction on certain
provisions of the proposed
12th constitutional amend-
ment bill of the ruling party.

Salauddin Qader Chowdhury
(NDP), Rashed Khan Menon
(Workers Party) and Oppo-
sition Chiel Whip Mohammad
Nasim, while talking to UNB,
pointed out certain provisions
regarding floor crossing,
appointment of 20 per cent
ministers from outside
parliament and the procedure
of election to the office of the
President as "undemocratic”
and "unconstitutional”.

Meghna bridge
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Giving details of Japanese
economic cooperation with

h, Ito said it was the
largest recipient of Japan's
grant aid. Its Official
Development Assistance (ODA)
to Bangladesh covers wide ar-
eas of basic human needs,
agriculture, flood control, in-
dustry and infrastructure de-
velopment. It also helps solve
the country's balance of pay-
ments problems, Ito said.

Japan is also increasing its
share of debt relief assistance
to Bangladesh to mitigate its
international balance of pay-
ment problems.

Ito said his country topped
the list in disbursement of aid
in 1987, Japan's disburse-
ments totalled $357.60 million
:J-lm by $250.81 million by

~ .
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AT system

Chamber of Industries (BCI),
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) and Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI).

About a question on intro-
duction of VAT in India, the
NBR officials said that the op-
eration of VAT on an extended
scale was delayed there be-
cause of the federal structure
involving dual controls in taxa-
tion. While the federal gov-
ernment in India controls ex-
cise duty, the provinces retain
controls on sales tax known as
countervailing duty, they
added.

They said, the net addi-
tional revenue incrcase be-
cause of VAT will be Taka 250
crore in 1991-92. Total col-
lections under VAT will be
about Taka 1679 crore includ-
ing the additional receipts of
Taka 250 crore, they added.

Explaining this, they
pointed out that Taka 1429
crore out of the total estimated
VAT receipts would be the

, on a net basis, on ac-
count of replacements of sales
tax and excise duty.

About a question why major
areas like tobacco or cigarette
manufacturing, gas and
petroleum products which are
exciseable have been kept
outside the VAT in 1991-92,
the NBR officials said, this was
done mainly because of
"administrative reasons”. The
existing excise duty on such
items are however much
higher than the VAT rate of 15
per cent. A detailed report on
VAT appears on to-day's
Busfness Page.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia revie

Base Matiur Rahman, Jessore Wednesday.

wing a graduation parade of BAF Academy at BAF
— ISPR photo

‘Gunbattle at JN College
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The JCD workers then po-
sitioned themselves in the two
blocks of the hall while the
ousted BCL activists took shel-
ter atop different buildings of
Shakhari Bazar, west of the Dr.
Milon Hall. From noon till
evening both the groups ex-
c gunshots injuring the
;WMM and locals.

While visiting the area, this
correspondent found BCL JCD
activists exchanging fire from
atop the Milon Hall and the
Shakhari Bazar buildings.
Activists of both the sides were
also shooting at the curious
people looking at them.

Pedestrians and shop-keep-
ers of the area were seen run-
ning helter skelter now and
then with the armedmen
threatening them and some-
times shooting at them.
Business establishments of
Victoria Park, Sadarghat and
Shakhari Bazar areas could not
operate during the whole day
Wednesday. The shop-keepers
were found closing down the
shutters of the shops. But
opened soon after gun shots
stopped for a while.

Police forces deployed in
the hall area did not resort to
action against the clashing
armed youths during the day
time. Rather, they were seen
fleeing along with the panicky
people. Asked a police officer
said, they did not receive any
order from the higher authori-
ties in this regard.

Later at about 6-30 pm a
huge contingent of police
stormed into the Dr. Milon
Hall when armed activists of
both the groups fled away from
the area. None was arrested.

UNB adds: Police, however,

said three were injured
including a student Habibur
Rahman. Two others were

identified as a street urchin
and a pickshawpuller,

Supporters of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) and Chhatra
League (A-A) resorted to
armed violence at the College
premises immediately after
police raided an abandoned
house turned into a student
dormitory beside Dr. Milon
Hall at early hours Wednesday
sources said. Chhatra League
was reportedly controlling the
dormitory.

The sources said police
raided the abandoned dormi-
tory at around midnight
Tuesday and recovered 2 pipe
guns and some ammunition.
Few outsiders residing there
along with seme students ran
away alter police entered
there.

Jamuna erosion

takes worse turn

SIRAJGANJ, July 3
Erosion by the swelling
Jamuna has taken an
turn destroying homes an
hearth of some 1200 families

in the district, reports UNB. l on June 20.

DU VC
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Rokon and Shall
Ahmed President and General
Secretary respectively of BCL's
(N-S) central and Dhaka
University committee
sented BCL (N-S).

Meanwhile, the meeting of
the leaders of now-defunct All
Party Students Unity which
was held Tuesday night at the
office of Slnnl]'llnlﬂ Chhatra
Front concl without any
effective decision.

The meeting was organised
to find out ways to check vio-
lence and keep up congenial
academic atmosphere on the
campus.

Ashim Kumar Ukil, Golam
Mostafa Suzan and Quamr-
uzzaman Ansari of Chhatra
League (A-A), Shafi Ahmed and
Roknuzzaman Rokon of
Chhatra League (N-S), Kamal
Hossain of Jatiya Chhatra

League, Sujat Hossain of

Bangladesh Chhatra Unfon and
Belal Chowdhury and Mostak
Hossain Tulu attended the

repre-

meeting.
No representative f[rom
BNP's student front

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal was at
the meeting.

The campus situation dete-
riorated following clashes be-
tween the supporters of JCD
and BCL (A-A) on March 15.

The authorities closed the
university for Eid vacation after

another clash on the campus
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Three of the victims, including children, with bullet injuries they re::eivéﬂ in the JN College
! nrngWedmaday, under treatment at different hospitals.
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Attorney
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The Attorney General be-
came at this remark and
shouted at Ershad, *"Would you
please stop. You should not at-
tack personally. If you have
anything to say you can say it to
the Court. At this stage the ac-
cused has no right to say any-
thing to the Court except con-
sult with his lawyers."

Then all other Defence
Lawyers rose to their feet and
started rebuking the Attorney
General. They said “You stop.
Don't overdo. This is too
much."

The Prosecution lawyers
assisting the Attorney General
also grew furious and re-
proached the Defence Lawyers.

However at one stage
Ershad became cool and ex-
pressed his sorrow for his
unethical remarks to the
Attorney. General.

Later Defence Counsel
Yousuf Hossain Hu un also
went to the Attorney General
to lessen the bitterness be-
tween Ershad and the Attorney
General,

Later Judge Mohammad Ali
Khan issued an order to the
jail authorities to send a re-
port on the facilities provided
to Ershad in the jail. The mat-
ter ended there.

Later talking to journalists
the Attorney General provided
a description of the ilities
given to Ershad in jail.

It 'is learnt that when
Ershad was barred to meet any
of his relatives or Defence
Lawyers directly and a bullet
proof glass and an intercom
syslem were arran to allow
him to talk with his lawyers
and other relatives, the
Defence started making allega-
tions of less facilities.

The Attorney General said
that the two-room house pro-
vided for Ershad was very

much adequate.

General lashes out at Ershad

He said that one room has
an attached bathroom with a
low commode. There is also an
attached kitchen.

The second room of the
house is quite open and that
was meant for his spending
his past-time. The Attorney
General said that Ershad could
go to the kitchen freely and
sometimes if he wished enjoy
his hobby of cooking.

He also refuted the allega-
tions of the Defence that the
place was a solitary
ment like the cells where con-
victs have been confined.

He said that one orderly
and one gardener were given
by the jail authorities to look
after Ershad. Besides one pris-
oner was Even as an assistant
to his cook.

Facilities beyond normal

The Attorney General
Aminul Haque also said that
Ershad was being provided
with daily rations at more than
the normal scale fixed for any
first class prisoner under the
jail code.

- The foodstuff included one
kg pilau rice and 250 s of
dalda every alternate &l:;fﬂ

Besides, every day his is be-
ing supplied with fine quality
rice-2 kg chicken-one; fish-
850 gram; apples-500 gram;
green coconutis-two; bananas-
4; curd-250 gram; butter-60
gram; ripe papya-500 to 800
gram; bread-400 gram; suji-
250 gram; millet-500 gram;
pasteurised milk- 300 gram;
sugar-300 gram; jelly-60 gram;
honey-60 gram nrj; W#lﬂﬂl-
one kg

Besides, the jail authorities
also supply semai, thankuni
pata, pulses of different wvari-
eties; brinjal, kachumukhi,
corolla, lal alu, panghash peti,

nhﬁ:a-: shrimps at times.
pers,

the Daily Ittefaq, Khabar, and

confine- *

the Bangladesh Observer are
supplied to him by the gov-

-ernment, while he gets a com-

plimentary copy of the Daily
Janata

He also buys two other
newspapers, the Daily Star and
the Daily Sangbad.

He is also getting many
other weekly newsmagazines
imcluding Asiaweck, Time,
Newsweek, Sunday, Desh,
Bichitra, Sugandha, Sananda,
Khabarakhabar etc.

Many books from the jail li-

brary are also being supplied to j

him. He is also allowed to lis-
ten to a one-band radio.
Attorney General Aminul
Haque further said that by now
the police has intercepted
three letters written to differ-
ent persons by him and since
then the jail authorities be-
came cautions so that he could
not exchange any letter any of
his visitors and arranged a
bullet proof glass so that he
could only talk from inside the

Trunk of Taka produced
The Prosecution produced
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate as witness no five.
Deposing before the court
the CMM said that the
Inventory Committee formed
after the locking and sealing of
the house on December 12,
1990 started functioning from
December 19, 1990, .
The Inventory Committee,
he said he made inventory of
the articles found in the Sena

Bhaban and the Bangabhaban,
belonging to Ershad.

The Chielf Metropolitan
Magistrate submitted a 103-
page report prepared by the
Inventory Committee to the
Court. He also produced the
inventory list of the articles
found in the .

Azizul Haque Bhuiyan said
that Assistant Military
Secretary to the President Li

‘Kazal, Sheikh Rezaul Karim,

Col Atiqur Rahman informed
that there were some articles
of the Former President at the

He said that the 25 trunks
which were found in the Sena
Bhaban were packed with
clothes, and that the money
amounting to Taka
1,90,81,565, was recovered
from beneath the clothes in
those trunks.

" The clothes included sa-
rees and safaris, probably of
the former President and his
wile.

Deposing before the court
the CMM further said that four
of the 25 trunks were open.

Keys of 16 of the re
2] trunks were supplied to the
members of the Inventory
Committee by Mostafizur
Rahman, the brother-in-law of
Ershad. The five locked trunks
were searched after breaking
the locks.

At this stage the
Prosecution produced the re-
covered money in a trunk
which was kept under lock
and seal.

The Court received the
trunk and handed it over fo
the treasury after necessary
labelling. The trunk is likely to
be opened during the time of
cross—examination.

The court was adjourned at
around 2.30 pm to resume on
July 9. This long gap was
granted on the plea of the
Defence. P

The Prosecution included
the Attorney General Aminul
Haque. DAGs Hasan Arif,
Amirul Kabir Chowdhury, PPs
Abdur Razzak, and Farid
Ahmed. '

The Defence side was rep-
resented by Yousuf Hossain
Humayun, Mofizur Rahman
Mazumdar, Mosharraf Hossain
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procured with the
people. She told them that the

The Prime Minister men-
tioned about the recent cy-
clone in the coastal areas and

said the Air Force had special |

responsibility during such nat-
ural disasters. She said it was
the Air Force which could
reach the affected area at the
carliest to help the distressed
people. She told the cadets to
keep themselves ready to face
such disasters in future. "One
cannot become patriot without
love and affection for the peo-

ple”, she added.
At the function, the Prime
Minister presented the

‘Academy Colour’ for summer
term to Number 2 Squadron
which was adjudged the best
all-round squadron for feats in
different competitions.

Flight cadet wing under of-
ficer Md Touheed Aziz Khan of
GD(P) course was adjudged
the best ‘all-round’ cadet and
awarded the coveted ‘Sword of
Honour' while cadet Sgt
AFM Shamimul Islam reccived
‘Osmani Gold Medal' for out-
standing performance in aca-
demics of the 22nd GD(P)
Course.

Cadet Md Moazzem Hossain
of the ground branch course
got Commandant's Trophy' for
best performance in academic
su :
The parade was rounded off
with a spectacular fly-past by
squadrons of different aircraft
of the academy. The Prime
Minister also visited the BAF
officers’ mess and talked to
the newly commissioned offi-
cers and others.

US independence
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ing to the American people
and wished their continued
peace, progress and prosper-
ity.

In her message of felicita-
tion Begum Khaleda Zia said,
"On behalfl of the people and
government of Bangladesh and
on my own behall, | have great
pleasure in extending to your
excellency, and through you to
the people and the
Government of the United
States of America, our hearti-
est ngs and warmest fe-
licitations on the auspicious
occasion of the Independence

Day of your great country.

—
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LJUBLJANA (Y

for federal
over the

ugosjavia),
started talks today with the Y
to return to
's independence bid, reports Reuter.

how to arrange
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Nepal devalues currency

KATMANDU, July 3: The Nepalese government

Wednesday devalued its by 12.33 cent
the dellar, n tse socend devaimation against e U5 vssenty
this week. Prime Minister Prasad Koirala told the

Hament that the government

uhnlh:_uuhiﬁ

with the devaluation of indian rupee, reports AP,

Medellin ends drug war

BOGOTA (Colombia), July 3: The Medellin drug cartel an-

nounced today that it is ending its
against the government.The cartel is by
who surrendered to authorities two wecks ago, reports AP.
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over the growth in support of
the donors at the recent Aid

Club meeting in Paris "after
what your country has been
through.” Then, he stressed
that in their approach to the
question of assistance to
Bangladesh, " atten-
tion to Tﬂﬂﬂtmy
are what the donors would
look for."

On the same subject, this
writer referred to the feeling
prevailing in Bangladesh that
there are too many macro and
micro conditionalities attached
lo the aid support. “Would it
nol be better to replace these
numerous conditionalitics by

, Increase In p
savings cvery year lo be tied to
increase in external assis-
tance?” he asked.

Conable replied, "This
would be important and criti-
cal, but mneot sufficient.
Development is a complex
process, more than simply
marshalling of resources.
Allocation of those resources
based on priority and their ef-
ficient use would be very im-
portant in the total context of
a development programme and
support. We shall continue to
draw the attention of the gov-
emment to these issues.”

The question of linking as-
sistance to a developing coun-
try to a possible cut in its mili-
tary budget also came up for a
reflerence.,

When asked how the Bank
would determine what level of
military expenditure was ade-
quate for a particular country,
Conable suggested that the
mattier should be discussed at
high levels in governments as
well as between governments
and donors.

"This is not a subject which
can be left to be handled by
bright young economists or
MBAs,” he added with a smile.

However, he rounded ofl his
views on this subjeet by refer-
ring to the analysis by UNDP

appropriate priorities of
expenditure,” he

without

tion over what he called the
"#ood shape” In which he
would be Il:lﬂl':-g the institu-
tion in two months' time.

The interview ended with
Conable denying that there is a
gradual weakening of the
World Bank since “decisions
are in cases taken out-
side the Executive Board.”

While that there
have been occasions of stress
and strain, the Bank chiefl said
firmly, "the tive char-
acter of the institution has
been retained.”

(Details and extracts from

the — Page 4)
teps taken to

waive agri loan
nance Minister Saifur
Rahman told the Jatiya
day that Bangladesh Bank
had fssued a circular on June
15 to give effect to the
decision to waive nmlturll
loan wupto Taka and
interest on such loans.
lying to a call attention
moved by Principal Nazrul
Islam of Awami he said
those farmers who would ben-
efit from this decision of the
government would be eligible
for fresh loans.

Sudhir Kumar Hazra, Sharif

BANGLADESH
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TO SEND YOUR EXPRESS DOCUMENTS OR
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