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Checkmate With a Smile

‘ by Fayza Haq

Rani Hamid, today, is surrounded by a fami-
ly ol national players. Her son Kaiser Hamid is
famous for his football, Bobby {s known for his
handball while Sohail plays squash. Rani's hus-
band Lt. Col. Hamid (Retd.) ts the chairman of
the National Handball Association.

Rani could not go into chess in a serious
way till ‘77, when her children had grown up
somewhat. Despite all her difficulties and
shortcomings, Rani is today eight times Na-
tional Women Chess champion, and has been
the British Women Chess Champion thrice.

Talking of the memorial moments of her
career as a chess player Rani says. "l was really
excited when | got my first norm in England
in ‘83 when everybody praised me for my end
game. | got enormous pleasure playing with
the Russian Grandmaster Nana Alexandria in
‘87 and with the Yugoslavian Grandmaster at

the same tournament.
| also enjoyed playing
with the British wom-
an champion Susan
Arkell in ‘89 and '90,
Perhaps more thrill-
ing than many other
moments was in ‘80
when | beat the Paki-
stan champion Shah-
zaad Mirza. It created
quite a stir in the

country.”

She is the first in-
ternational woman
master of adesh

and she earned this
title in '84. She is also
the first woman in
the Subcontinent who
has won the British
Chess Trophy thrice.
She represented her
country four times in
the world Chess
Olympiad , twice in
Greece.and twice in
Dubaid.
~ She was runner-
up in the Common-
wealth Chess Champi-
nnlhlp (Women) ln
'86, and. twice run-
ner-up in the Lloyed
Masters International
Tourmament in U.K.
Rani has written
two books on chess.

She has dealt with
the problems of beginners, middle game and

end game. She has also illustrated various
chess openings. Reportedly 10.000 copies of
this book have been sold in Dhaka and Calcutta.
The second book deals with the rules and reg-
ulations of chess.

Dwelling on the contrast of circumstances
under which the local players play with those
existing abroad Rani insists, "The players
overseas , in UK., U.S.A, and Europe have li-
brary books, computers, and are ~oached by
video casettes. There are lectures on T.V. and
articles in chess magazines. If Grandmasters
are pleying this is discussed on TV and in mag-
azines. There are clubs, and ts available for
players. Here in Bangladesh we do not even
hoave money to participate in international
competitions. We are not all that rich ourselves
as to go on our own, and the Chess Federation
is not all that helpful efther.”

She continues, " The level of the game is
improving but the theoretical knowledge is
very poor in our country. When a tournament is
going on there is no space to practice and 300
players are crammed into a single room. This
year there has been no national championship.
There was supposed to be election of the
Chess Federation and even that has not taken
place. Today the Chess Federation remains

Huge drug seized in 12 months
1,471 addicts held

During the same period
1,471 accused persons have
in connection

The Narcoties Control De-
nt has seized 15 kg
roin, 3 kg cocaine, 6 kg

ganja

been arrested
with these cases. 171 of them
were connected with heroin,
10 with cocaine,
., 10 with opium and 530
with fllegal dis
ln,l to a report published in

shut all day.”

Rani believes,"We must perfect the atmos-
phere to play chess. We should organise in a
systematic way. There needs to be enough
tournaments. good prize money, and more fa-
cilities for players. There ought to be pro-
grammes throughout the year, It should be in-
troduced as a scheduled game in schools.
Today it is played even at the village level but
this must be organised.”

Since winning the British Championship
has her performance got worse? The chess
expert admits, "I'm not playing any tourna-
ment for a fairly long time. I have no one to
practice with. If [ want to go abroad to partici-
pate in tournaments | must do it at my own

' expense. The women players are completely

ignored. Last month there was an international
tournament at Dhaka and | was not invited.

This is even though
I'm fifth in the na-
tional rating and
eight Bangladeshi
players had been
called.”

Does she helieve
she can beat her
counterpart Anupoma
Abhayankar from In-
dia ? Rani thinks that
as both of them have
the same standard
she could beat Anupo-
ma or be beaten her-
sell. _

Talking about Niaz
Morshed she believes
that "Niaz is definitely
a good player. His fu-
ture will depend
upon how serious he
is . He has been given
a chess computer by
the National Sports
Centre, He has had
coaching in USSR.”

Dwelling on Niaz's
retirement as the
General Secretary of
the chess Federation
Rani comments, "l
told him a year back
that the post did not
suit him . He is only a
young player and is
not meant to be an
organiser. For this job

Rani Hamid: We must perfect the atmosphere. you have to please a

lot of people and this is not easy. Ht: should
have stuck to his game and his studies.”
Discussing other young players in whom
she had faith about good performance in future
Rani named Ziaur Rehman and Riflat bin Sat-
tar. She also belicves that Nipa and Babli from

Dhaka and Tamima Perveen from Chittagong

have considerable potentialities. all have
international ratings and | expect they'll do

well,” she comments,
Talking of world masters Karpov and Kas-
pov as he is

parov, she 53‘-,!5 she prefers Kar
more social. "I find Rasparov so conceited!”,
she comments.

What is her opinion of "Deep Thought™?
She has played with computers hersell and
would love to own one. But she is glad that the
world famous machine has not yet defeated
the human mind.

Rani who picked up chess as a schoolchild
n Sylhet. watching her police officer father
play in his off time, has done well for herself.

How did she combine her work-as a house-
wife with her interest in chess?

“The children were always understanding
and my husband helped with household re-
sponsibilities as did alsd my mother.” she re-
plies with confidence and a charming smile of
a woman who knows she has had considerable

SLICCESS,

the current issue of the quar-
terly magazine of the Depart-

ment of Narcotics Control.

The department also seized
45,000 Ganja trees and 20,327

ampules of pathidine.

The further said dur-
ing January-March, 1991 the
department had arrested 292
persons in connection with
322 cases and seized 4 kg
heroin. one kg cocaine, 3 kg
charas, 235 kg Ganja, two lakh
Ganja trees and 50 ampules

585 with

n, accord-
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pethidine.

Another report adds: Nearly

4 with arms
held in city

By Staff Correspondent

Mohammadpur police on
last three days recovered huge
quantity of arms include two
country made shot guns, seven
pipe guns, one cut rlﬂc and 13
daggers and bayone

Police on Eid da}r recovered
fire arms from a slum at
Shyamoli and also arrested
four persons for possessing
arms.

Officer-in-charge of Mo-
hammadpur Thana, Md Intejar
Rahman, with his force ar-
rested one Abdul Haq from
Agargaon area on suspicion and
recovered two modern foreign
made daggers from him. Upon
his confession, police raided a
slum at Shyamoli and recov-
ered one country made pistol,
two country made shot guns.
They also arrested one Robin
for possessing arms.

Police on the same day ar-
rested Wadud and Rafiqul from

Town Hall area with two dag-
gers. The arrested persons
later confessed that they to the
Town Hall Market to kill a
businessman. = .

EUCSU polls
schedule

By BUET Correspondent

The Election Commission
for Engineering University
Central Students Upnion
(EUCSU) and its nine hall
unions has annoupced detailed
schedule for the”elections to
be held on July 18.

According to the schedule
preliminary voter list will be
circulated on July 5. Any objec-
tion regarding the voter list
would be considered on July 7.

Nomination papers would
be submitted by July 10. The
list of the valid candidates will
be published on the same day.

Last date for withdrawal of
candidature is July 12 and on
the same date final list of can-
didates will be published.

Police officials
asked to
check robbery

By Staff Correspondent

A special meeting on crime
held Wednesday at the Head-
quarter of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) stressed impor-
tance on curbing armed hooli-
ganism and toll collecting, says
a DMP press release.

Police Commissioner A S M
Shahjahan who presided over
the meeting directed all the
police officials to check rob-
bery and use of drugs.

Syeduzzaman

back home

By Staff Correspondent

M Syeduzzaman. former Fi-
nance Minister, returned to
Dhaka on Monday from a trip
to United States where he at-
tended the meeting of Board of
Directors of International Food
Policy Research Institute in
Washington D C .

During his visit, he met
with high officials of World
Bank and International Mone-
tary Fund and discussed mu-
tual interests.

Thai Crown
Prince's brief
stopover in city
The Crown Prince

Thailand, Mr. Maha
Vajiralonnekorn, passed

through Dhaka on Wednesday
on his way back home from an

official visit to Bhutan, reports
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three-in four of the d"‘" ad- He stayed at the VVIP
dicts treated at the Drug Ad- | [sunge of the Zia Intermational
diction Healing Centre at Tej- for 456 minutes.
gaon were youths below 30 ucation and Cultural
2 years having little or no educa- | Affatrs Minister Dr. Badruddoza
L A tion, according to a report | Chowdhury rmetud and saw
| of the quarterly magazine of ““l'lll'-'
£ the Narcotics Control Depart- Ambuudur uf Thailand in
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By Staff Correspondent
13 Molifies Rain or thundershower with moderate falls accompanied
6 Lampreys temporary gusty wind is likely to oecur at many places over
9 Listenasd to :Hmhunﬂ divisions and at a few places over Dhaka
= : and Chi dmnt:m. during the next 24 hours commenc-
22 Leases ing 6 am on Hl!tmb'hll Department.
23 U On Wﬂlm-day the ighest temperature recorded at
0, 20 . o Rajshahi was 34 .5 degrees Celstus. The day temperature till
26 ron Friday may remain nr,l.rly u over the country.
28 Aftirms. Outlook for t two days: Little change.
asseris Extended outlook for another five days: Rainfall activities
29 Tral likely to increase.
30 Chapiaing
21 Farm Sun sets today (Thursday) at 6.50 pm and rises tomorrow
Dumdng (Friday) at 5.31 am.
32 Enertion. The temperature and humidity of some cities on
33 m Wednesday were:
35 Bazaary _
3 Somer seuf City Temperature in Celsius Humidity in Percentage
¥ Towars Max Min 9 am 6 pm
o1 Capuaie Dhaka 32.5 25.4 79 74
o ey Chittagong 31.4 26.2 80 78
42 Devoured Khuina 31.8 23 80 86
44 Phanei 34.8 256.2 78 78
ohes | mh 33 24. 1 77 75
| Comilia 31.5 27.7 85 77
Jessore 32.3 23.3 -_— —
{sarisal 316 236 77 8
31.2 245 82 R5
| Satkhira 3l 23.4 78 73
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Parliamentag team meets Shahabuddin, Hasina

Japan to extend cooperation
for democratic system

Japan will extend all possi-
ble cooperation for continued
progress of Bangladesh and
strengihening its democratic
system, reports BSS.

This was stated by the six-
member Japanese parliamen-
tary delegation, which led by

" Masayoshi Takemura, called on

Acting President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at the Presi-
dent's Secretariat Wednesday
morning

The delegation members
said that they would explore
the possibility of further
Japanese investment in
Bangladesh. They said the huge
manpower of the country could
be utilised as the tool for
greater productivity and par-
ticularly described Bangladeshi

female workers as eflicient.
The Japanese parliamentary
delegation said their country
had been in no better condi-
tion forty five years ago than

what Bangladesh is now. They
recalled that Japan changed its
economic lot through disci-
plined hard work and planned
development under a stable
democratic system. They  said
Japan which had a share of
barely two per cent of global
Gross Domestic Product(GDP)
after the Second World War
now claimed a spectacular
twelve per cent share in global
GDP. .

They said that South Korea
and Taiwan have achieved
phenomenal growth in the re-
cent years following the
Japanese example of disci-
plined hard work and planned
development.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
said Japan's growth as Asia's
economic power house was
due to its continued political
stability and sound democratic
evolution. He said Tokyo
earned the [riendship

of

neighbouring Asian nations,
including Bangladesh, by pur-
suing its principle of co-pros-
perity of Asia after the Second
World War by adopting the
peace constitution,

The Acting President said
Bangladesh would strive to fol-
low the Japanese model of
economic development. He
expressed the confidence that
the democratic system here
would be strengthcned and
political stability sccured by
co-operation between the
party in power and the opposi-
tion,

The visiting Japanese dele-
gation called on Leader of the

Opposition in Parliament and
Chief of Awami League Sheikh
[lasina at the Bangabandhu

*3haban in Dhaka Sunday.

Among others, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in

Parliament Abdus Samad Azad.

Japanese parliamentary delegation led by Masayoshi Takemura called on Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina at Bangabandhu Bhaban

on Sunday.

'Uplift efforts being hindered

by climatic changes'

Minister for
Environment, Forest, Fisheries
and Livestock Abdullah Al-
Noman has said that environ-
mental degradation was d total
global tssue and it had to be
combated by the world com-
munity collectively, reports
BSS.

He said this while address-
ing the ministerial conference
on environment and develop-
ment held in Beijing recently,
according to a message re-
ceived in Dhaka Wednesday.

Referring to Bangladesh,
Noman said. all the govern-
ment efforts to improve the lot
of people are hindered by the

State

climatic changes resulting in [

repeated attacks of cyclones,
storms and tidal surges

The ministerial conference
among the developing coun-
tries was held under the aus-
pices of the government of
China prior to the world sum-

mit conference on environ-
ment to be held in 1992 in

Brazil.
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PROGRAMME

Rotary Club

The 20th regular weekly

of the Club of
Uttara will be he today
(Thursday) at 5-15 pm at
“Chiling Restaurant” Sector-4,
Uttara. Rtn A Roul, Managing
Director, United Leasing Co

Ltd will speak on "Equipment

Lauln: ln" the context of
Obituary

By Staff Correspondent
Alhaj Jahan Ara m,
eldest daughter of late Alhaj S

M A Rahman of Hotel Eden.

|, and wife of Alhaj Md
senior Advocate,
Supreme Court,
expired following a massive
heart attack at her 23, Segun-
bagicha residence on Wednes-
day. She was 60.

She leaves behind husband.
five sons, three daughters,
grandchildren and host of
relatives to mourn her death.

The Qul Khwani will be held
at Segunbagicha tomorrow

after Asr prayers.

Friends and relatives have
been requested to kindly at-
tend.

Alhaj Jahanara H
senijor advocate Alhaj

uqg, wife of
Nurul

Huq, died in Dhaka early
Wed ay morning. She was
60.

Eight sons and daughters,
relations and friends are

among others to mourn her
death.

“Wmmhl-hhddn
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The Bangladesh delegation
to the conference included,
among others, Faruque
Sobhan, Bangladesh
Ambassador to China, Dr M A
H Pramanik, Director General,
Department of Environment
and Hamiduzzaman Khan

Chowdhury, Director,
Bangladesh Meteorological
Department

The conference was at-
tended by the ministers and
representatives from 41 devel-
oping countries. Besides, rep-
resentatives from nine devel-
oped countries and twelve in-
ternational organisations also
Jattended the conference as ob-

servers at the invitation of the
Chinese government.

Noman said the climatic
changes and consequent envi-
ronmental degradation had be-
come burning global issues to
human heritage and these
challenges must be met
through global partnership.

In order to make this part-
nership fruitful three was ur-
gent need lor invention and
transfer of technology
rangement of larger financial
involvement by developed
countries, channelising addi-
tional fund to the developing
countries and making a new
cconomic order in the world

ar-’

Presidium Members Abdul
Mannan and Zillur Rahman,
party General Secretary Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, MP, Oppo-
sition Chiel Whip Mohammad
Nasim, Matiya Chowdhury, MP,
Shudangshu Shekhar Halder,
MP. Sayed Abdul Hossain MP,
and Japanese Ambassador in
Dhaka Toshio Saiki were pre-
sent during the meeting.

An Awami League source
said, during the discussions,
Takemura appreciated the
programmes Bangabandhu
Sheikh Majibur Rahman had
taken for the reconstruction
and development of
Bangladesh after the war of in-
dependence in 1971. He also
said that most of the Japanese
people still remembered the
contributions of the
Bangladesh's founding father
towards achievement of inde-
pendence of the country, the
source said.

Sheikh Hasina said that her
party had been struggling for
institutionalising democracy in
all spheres of life for overall
development of the country.

Referring to her party's
programme on education,
Sheikh Hasina said a good
number of educational institu-
tions were being run by the
leaders and ‘workers of Awami
League and its front organisa-
tions with a view to raising the
rate of literacy in the country.

Terming the country's
unemployment problem as se-
rious, the Leader of the Oppo-
sitfon urged the Japanese gov-
ernment and the private sec-
tor to invest on this soil for
creating job opportunities for
the people in Bangladesh.

Meets Speaker
The delegation also called

on Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas at his Sangsad Bhaban

office Tuesday evening, reports
UNB.

The members of the delega
tion, led by Masayoshi Take-
mura, MP, exchanged views on
parliamentary affairs, bilateral
issues and other matters of
mutual interest.

Japanese Ambassador
Toshio Saiki was present, said
an official handout.

Calls on FM
Japanese team called on
Foreign Minister ASM

Mustafizur Rahman Tuesday
evening at his residence.

Bangladesh-Japan relations
were prominently discussed
during the meeting. They also
discussed the possible
Japanese technical and eco-
nomic assistance for the con-
struction of embankment and
eyclone shelters in the coastal
areas and offshore islands.

On Sunday the delegation
was received at Zla Interna-
tional Airport by the Chiel
Whip of Bangladesh Parlia-
ment, Khandakar Delwar Hos-
sain, and high officials of Par-
liament Secretariat.
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