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Teachings of Eid-ul-Azha

The Dally Star joins the nation in celebrating
Eid-ul-Azha and wishes its patrons, readers and
well wishers a very happy Eid. It is true that not
all of us have the means to celebrate the Eid in a
manner that we would like to. Perhaps many of us
are unable to give to our children and to our
beloved ones the things that would have made
them happy. Yet, we are here and together, cele-
brating the special occasion that teaches us to
sacrifice, to give, and to share. It is an event that
forces us to re-examine our values and calls upon
us to rise above our everyday goals.

The story that inspires the Muslims all over
the world and one whose celebration the Eid-ul-
Azha marks, is of a father sacrificing his own son
in the name of Allah, one which is a permanent
source of guidance and inspiration for us. But
should we not ask ourselves how much of that
spirit of sacrifice marks our celebration 'of the
Eid today? Are we really purifying ourselves
through the act of sacrifice? Does our 'qurbani’
need to confine itself to sacrificing only a cow or
another animal? Is our 'qurbani’' really in the
spirit and meaning that it is supposed to be?

There is no denying the fact that there has
been a tremendous erosion of values in the con-
duct of our social life. While to talk about spiritual
values, it is the more mundane ones that we run
after. Small gestures of courtesy and kindness
seem to be disappearing from our behaviour.
Double standard marks every aspect of our public
life. Mixing impurities in everyday consumer
items appear to have become a legitimate method
of enhancing traders' profit. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the teachings of sacrifice, especially
those dealing with Eid-ul-Azha. Yet we will cele-
brate it, utter pious words on the occasion and
then go about doing our everyday business as if we
have heard nothing, and learnt nothing.

The teachings of Eid-ul-Azha bears far reaching
meaning for a society in our state of development.
It is only through a spirit of sacrifice, sharing and
doing things for others, that we can develop our
country. An honest and caring nation is what we
must become, and the teachings of Eid-ul-Azha
can be our guiding light in this struggle.

Death Sentence in Kuwait

Trial of people accused of collaboration with
Iraqi occupation forces continues unabated in
Kuwait. To date, 29 defendants, including six
journalists, have been sentenced to death by
martial law courts despite widespread expression
of doubt and distaste about such harsh sentences.
The trials themselves are running the risk of be-
coming little more than a continuation of the
witch-hunt that soon after Kuwait was lib-
erated by US-led multinational forces. We may re-
call here that over 200 Palestinians were report-
edly tortured to death in Kuwaiti police stations
in the weeks following liberation. We joined the
world then in condemning those atrocities, just
as we are one with the international community
today in condemning the ease with which death
penalties and severe prison terms are being
handed out for such offences as wearing a
Saddam T-shirt.

The death sentences passed on six journalists
who worked for a newspaper published by the
Iraqi occupation authorities, are not only ques-
tionable, they are fraught with bad omens for the
future. The journalists, like hundreds of others in
various prolessions, worked because under occu-
pation they were hardly in a position to chose.
The Iragis no doubt paid particular attention to
newspapermen since the value of propaganda in a
conflict wa$ not lost on them. This put journalists
living and working in occupied Kuwait in a highly
sensitive position — accused of being collabora-
tors if they continued to work, or threatened
with arrests or worse if they didn't. But one thing
is pretty clear, that they had to consider their
personal safety and the safety of their families
before taking any decision. Many people in Kuwait
worked under extreme duress at the time, and
journalists were no exception. Therefore working
for Iraqi authorities itself can hardly be inter-
preted as an act of collaboration.

By passing death sentences on journalists, the
Kuwaiti authorities have betrayed a sense of fear
or contempt for the written word, which cannot
be a welcome sign. The journalists were not ac-
cused of murder or taking part in torture. If their
crime was to back the Iraqi occupation by writing
in its favour, then it should have been regarded as
a non-lethal crime, totally undeserving of a lethal
punishment. There is even claim, made by inter-
national human rights groups, that many confes-
sions were made under torture, which again
brings into question the very validity of the trials
themselves. Judging by the speed with which
these cases are being disposed of, one is left with
the feeling that akin to summary trials
is taking place. On top of it all, the lack of any
right of appeal makes the whole proceedings to-
tally incompatible with international standard of

Justice.

The Kuwaiti authorities should not forget it was
the world community, under mandate from the
United Nations, which made the liberation of
their country possible in the first place. The
world did not do so in order to replace Iraqi ag-
gression with Kuwaiti tyranny, but to establish
rule of law and a sense of justice in the region. By
pursuing with these collaborator cases in this ar-
bitrary manner, Kuwait is showing scant regard
for the principles which led the world to make
such enormous sacrifices. As the source of
supreme authority in Kuwait, Emir Sheikh Jaber
al-Ahmed al-Sabah, without whose approval no
execution can take place, should intervene to put
an end to this mockery of justice before any dam-
age is done to Kuwait's image and inter-regional
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Half of Israelis would Give Land for Peace

by Benjamin Cohen

HILE the government
stands firmly against
the idea, a new opi-
nion poll suggests that 48 per
cent of Israeli people are
prepared to give up territory
in exchange for lasting peace.

Many Israclis are realising
that the Palestinians can no
longer be regarded simply as a
“sccurity problem” and are tak-
ing action to help the situation.
In Jerusalem, an Israeli and a
Palestinian have_joined toge-
ther to sec what can be done,

The Israel-Palestine Ccntre
for Rescarch and Information
(IPCRI) was set up in Jerusa-
lem by American-born Isracli
Gershon Baskin and Pales-
linian Ghassan Abdullah.

Its work is bascd on the
principle that both Jews and
Arabs have the right to self-de-
lermination. Its rescarch is
done by joint teams of Pales-
linfans and Israclis.

Baskin rccognises that the
Gulf War has made 1t more dif-
ficult for the two groups to
coopcrate. At the same time it

has made the nced for a set-

Llement more apparent. The
group belicves any settlement
niust involve territorial com-
promisce.

Baskin also believes the only
wiy the United States can get
peace talks moving is Lo get
duown to the rcal igsues, as US
Secrelary of State James Baker
is now doing, to stop Isracl
avoiding Lalks.

Until now the US's prob-
lems the US in trying to con-
vene a Middle East peace con-
fcrence have been blamed on
procedural difficulties. But last
week, US Secrctary of State
James Baker acknowledged
that an Isracli sctilement pol-
icy in thc West! Ruink was the
principle obsiacle 16 negotia-
tions in the Middle East. At
last, world altention scems Lo
be focussed on the goals of a
pcace confercnce rather than
the problems of sctting it up.

In this round ol confronta-
tion with his Arab necighbours
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir 18 using the large
number of immigrants as a
rcason Lo hang on to the dis-
puted territories.

Thousands of Soviet Jewish
immigrants are arriving in
Israel each month. In the
space of 22 hours, 15,000
Jews arrived [rom Ethiopia.

Shamir stands [irmly
against any proposals to give

Israel steadfastly refuses to give up any land to Arabs in exchange for peace. Yet a new
opinion poll shows nearly half of Israelis do not mind the idea. An Israeli and a
Palestinian have set up an independent group to seek solutions to Israel’s problems. They,

along with Washington which is trying to set up peace talks, know the Israel-Arab problem
can no longer be avoided.
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the large portion of the popu-
lation that disagrees with him.

In the past, Isracli prolest
movements have had no cffect

on government policy. Some |

are placing hope in the newly
founded IPCRI.

IPCRI researchers have
selected controversial issues
for their work. They are
examining the possibility of
linking the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, allowing Palestinian
reflugees (o return to their
homes, and dealing with the
claims of Israeli settlers in the
occupicd territories. They are
also looking at the futurc of
Jerusalem and the problem of
water distribution.

Walcr is a particularly acute
problem. By next year, thc
group's foundecrs warn, the
shallow acquifer in the Gaza
Sirip will not be able to meet
the irrigation demands of

Palestinian farmers.
In addition, the uncon-

T

an of the minister of planta-

trolled use of nitrogen fertilis-
crs has polluted the acquifer
and the s system. Seri-
ous kidney discase is likely to
emcrge as a result. .

Experts from Israel and
Palestine believe it would re-

quire only one per cent of the
waler Egypt pumps out of the
Nile to solve the water crisis in

the Gaza strip.

HE killing of Rajiv
Gandhi should drive
home the message
to the Indian and the Tamil
Nadu governments and the
whole Indian nation that they
must curb the activities of the
Sri Lanka Tigers.

The suspicion is that the
Tigers, the militant Tamil
group waging war in northeast
Sri Lanka for a separate state,
are responsible for the bomb-
ing.
Throughout the last decade
the Tigers have opcrated [reely
and openly from their Tamil
Nadu bases in southern India,
raising a smokcescreen of
Tamil Genocide” in Sri Lanka.

They have had training
camps in India's Madras state
which the Indian government
denied and turned a blind eye
on. They had huge arsenals
there and smuggled across to
Northern Sri Lanka men,
weapons and medicines re-
quired for their war.

The Tigers were responsi-
ble for the bomb blast which
took place at Meenambakkam
Airport in Madras which killed
30 people. They were respon-
sible for a series of massive
bomb blasts in north and east
Sri Lanka and in Colombo.The
most recent was the assassina-

has repeatedly

Egypt

refused any water exchange
with I[srael. The IPRCI bclieves

it would change is position ff it
were dealing with the Pales-
tinians directly. Under Israeli
occupation that is impossible.

Baskin hopes initiatives like

the formation of his group will
force the Israeli government to
acknowledge that there are

other problems in the region
besides military sccurity, and
that the solution lies in coop-
cration not confrontation.

policy
research is
politicians to undcrstand.

Baskin must still convince
makers his group's
important for

infrastructure in the occupied
territories, and mechanisms

for Israel's withdrawal from

the occupied territories.
The group has not-ruled out

a two-state solution, as the

Palestinian Liberation Organi-

sation (PLO) would favour,

Palestinians and Israelis
have been fighting bloody bat-
tles over land both claim as
their holy homeland since the
end of World War Two. The

. United Nations designated the

land as a permanent home for
Jews as compensation for the
crucl treatment they received

in Europe during the war.
— GEMINI NEWS

Cohen is a British

Benjamin
The IPCRI is stud ideas freelance journalist who spe-

such as the possibility of a sep-
arate Palestinian

bank and

Gandhi Assassination Drives Home
the Point of 'Tigers' in India

Harold Pieris writes from Colombo

tions and state minister of de-
fence, Ranjan Wijeratne, and
19 others, leaving 75 injured
and causing extensive damage
to buildings.

The Tigers never accepted
responsibility for these acts.
But they have proved over a
decade that they had the tech-
nological capability to detonate
these bombs.

explosive blast, an area that
the Tigers specialise in."

The Tigers have been able
to scuttle any peace talks be-
cause they enjoyed a safe haven
in Tamil Nadu state. In recent
months the New Delhi gov-
ernment has  assured Sri
Lanka that India respects Sri
Lanka's sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity and would not

Instability in India would have an
adverse effect on Sri Lanka

The Tigers have denied any
links with the Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination.

Analysts point out that they
could have been hired by
others to kill Mr. Gandhi or
individual Tigers may have
been lured by money to carry
this out. In recent times, the
Tigers have ruthlessly gunned
down other Sri Lankan Tamil
lcaders in Madras.

As one analyst points out,
"There is no getling away from
the fact the Tigers have cre-
ated conditions in Tamil Nadu
[or such an assassination to be
successlully accomplished
there. Significantly, Gandhi
dicd not by a bullet but by an

interfere in her internal affairs
nor'permit anyone to use her
territory to destabilise Sri
Lanka.

Rajtv Gandhi has had first-
hand experience of the intran-
sigence of the Tigers and was
largely responsible in pressur-
ing Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar to dismiss the admin-
istration of Chiel Minister
Muthuvel Karunandhi who was
actively supporting the Tigers.
Mr Karunanidhi even asked
the Tigers to bring their
wounded cadres to Madras for
medical treatment.

Now, the dangers of "riding
the Tiger” have been driven in

cialises in writing on the Mid-
dle East.

hare with this group. Only if
they are militarily weakened,
observers say. would the
Tigers come to the negotiating
table. This is the only way to
reach a settlement on the
ethnic issucs in northeast Sri
Lanka.

Events in India have always
had a bearing on Sri Lanka. In-
dia attaining independence in
1947, paved the way for Sri
Lanka to gain independence in
1948.

[llicit immigration to Sri
Lanka and the problems of the
Indian Tamil plantation work-
ers in Sri Lanka were items on
the Indo-Sri Lanka litical
agenda in the 1950s and
1960s. Now these have becn
settled. In the 1980s the
Tamil issue has been domi-
nant.

But now there is a better
understanding belween the
two countries on this issue
Both are expected to work
more closely on economic is-
sues in this decade for which a
joint commission has been set
up

Sri Lanka has been watch-
ing apprehensively the grow-
ing escalation ol violence in
India because instability in In-
dia would have an adverse cf-

to the Indian people. And Sri  fect on Sri Lanka.
Lanka expects India to deal — Depthnews Asia

up territory for peace, despite
ABUL : Afghan Presi-
dent Najibulla

K appreciates interna-

tional efforts to restore peace
in his war-ravaged land, but
rejects the imposition of pre-
conditions before free and di-
rect elections can be held un-
der United Nations supervi-
sion.

According to him, “greater
common ground® between the
two superpowers and height-
ened mediation efforts on all
sides can result in an Afghan
accord.

"It is only through elections
that the Afghan people will
have the choice to decide
whom they want to select.®
Najibullah said in an interview
with IPS.

“No person or force, inside
or outside, has the right to
make any prerequisites nst
the pecople’'s will.” he added.

Najibullah who became
President in 1986 was
obliquely referring to the
Pakistan-based groups of
Afghan rebels supported by the
United States which are de.
manding that he voluntarily
step down from office and
clear the way for them.

In his executive office at the

presidential secretariat here,
the Afghan leader who three
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Afghanistan

Najibullah, the Survivor

years ago had been written off
by the West exuded confidence
and left no doubt that he was
in control of his country.

He has been described as
the "great survivor”™ in a coun-

try where political fortunes
fluctuated wildly till his
takeover.

Najibullah continues in
power al the head of the ruling
Watan (Homeland) party de-
spite armed gpposition by
rebel groups, withdrawal of di-
rect military support in 1988
by the Soviet Union and a coup
attempt last year by his former
defence minister, Shah Nawaz
Tanai.

Abandoning the unpopular
mecasures ol his Marxist pre-
decessors, Najibullah has be-
gun projecting an Islamic
identity while negotiating a
scitlement of the Afghan ctvil
war,
During the interview, the
Afghan president stressed the
United Nations had a leading
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Pseudonyms are accepted.
address.
What is sacrifice?

Sir, We are all well aware of
the extensive loss of life and
property wrought by the cen-
tury's worst cyclone recently.
The overwhelming responses
of the people from all walks of
life to appeals of help-in what-
ever way they could-for the
horror-stricken victims was
indeed touching The whole
nation has felt the brunt of
such a devastation.

However, there is a need to
put in a word of caution; iIn
view of enormous loss of ani-
mal lives as well, one should
restrain oneself-atleast this
year-from
in the coming

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

the cyclone-ravaged people. In
fact, the government could

impose some restrictions on
the sale of cattle and goats this
time. Muslims in other coun-
tries of the world do not usu-
ally sacrifice so many animals
on the day and smear every
street with blood. Should we
shun them as not being
“Islamic” ?

Sheeba
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Students, coloured
water and public

Sir, | was going towards
New Market where | saw some
students of a college throwing
coloured water on the passen-
gers of rickshaws as well as
cars. | was shocked to see two
girls being drenched with

coloured water which com-

pictely spoiled their dresses
and made them vulnerable be-

In an exclusive interview with Rajiv Tiwari
of IPS, Afghan President Najibullah
outlines his own “moderate, reasonable
approach” to a settlement of the Afghan
civil war.

role in mobilising international
opinion towards a pact which
would take the 1988 Geneva
accords further.

But he said, “the key to an
Alghan settlement is in Afghan
hands... this is our top prior-
ity".

We have not rejected and
will not reject any Afghan

group willing to play a role in
reaching the noble goal of

ace in our common home-
" he said.

Najibullah's statements on
the possibility of a “solid
agreement™ on Afghanistan
hinged on the role Pakistan is
playing in the civil conflict.

According to him, “Pakistan
can contribute to the restora-

tion of peace by observing non-
aggression terms of the pacts”.

Najibullah significantly
added, "We are prepared to
negotiate with Pakistan on
these grounds”.

While expressing hope on
the outcome of UN special en-
voy for Afghanistan Benon
Sevan's recent visits to key
capitals, Najibullah said : "It is
deplorable the United Nations
has not been able to prevent
Pakistan from intervening in
Afghanistan.”

The Afghan president called
on the opposition “to yield to
common sense (and) free itself
of alien pressures”,

"Our realistic peace pro-
posals have made the moder-
ates in the rebel alliance favour
political settlement and po-
larised other forces still trying
for a military settlement,” he
said.

girls that it was one of the two
dresses she owns and now it
was completely spoiled and
she was very unhappy about ft.

Recently it has became a
fashion with the college stu-
dents to throw colou water

passengers
and cars, specially on the girls,
on any pretext of celebrations
without thinking its effect on
the low-income group people.
What is fun to them has be-
come sorrow and Jloss to
others. The students most of
whom come from middle class
families should think twice be-
fore indulging in such kind of
(unkind) activities.

Tania Khan

Inhuman

Sir, A report from Bogra,
says that, a father killed his

five year old son., on the of-
fence of eating a cooked fish.

the mother,
. she found

the kind of people we have be-
come, but also the time we live
in. There is little hope for hu-
manity, if we do not change
our ways and improve our
thoughts and activities.

S. Hossain
Mohalchall, Dhaka.

Sir. A recent news Item
says that the Chittagong Steel
Mills, one of the largest indus-
trial units of our country, is
facing closure due to large fi-
nancial loss sinee the country
became independent. The rea-
sons cited are mismanage-
ment, corruption. and labour
unrest.

Now, for a poor country like
ours, it will indeed be a great
loss, If the mill has to close
down. For it is no secret, that
the present state of economy

Sir, A number of high-rise
buildings are up in
different arecas of city
which have also high demand
on the civic amenities like
water, sanitation, d ‘
roads etc. But unfortunately,
these amenities remain more
or less static while the pres-
sure on them due to above rea-
son has increased manifold.
Result is apparent. Water sup-
ply in the city in such
arcas has gone from to
worse. Condition of sanitation
and drainage needs no telling
and pressure on roads is

corresponding
crease /development in the
basic facilities like the ones
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In the Afghan President's
view, four interlinked mecha-
nisms can help resolve strife:
intra-Afghan dialogue, UN
mediation. and regional as well
as international conferences.

The main proposal to be
discussed is free elections by
secret ballot under UN control.

On his side. Najibullah sig-
nalled willingness to include in
such discussions all those in-
volved in the conflict despite
some opposition from within
his own party who argue

against compromising after
holding out the rebels for over
three years.

But he demanded recipro-
cal acceptance from those in-
sisting he or his party will have
no say in shaping Afghanistan's
future.

Asked about lessons learnt
from the long and bloody his-
tory of his country for over a
decade, Najibullah identified
religion, tribalism and state
reforms was determining fac-
tors.

"*One conclusion has been
reached: only a moderate, rea-
sonable approach to these is-
sues works. Whenever anybody
has taken an extremist view
there have been failures and

world sir, you will find service
sector so callous and apathetic
towards citizens' basic neceds
(which are paid for and not
free in our country).

H. R. Chowdhury
Mogh Bazar, Dhaka.
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