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WASHINGTON, June 21:
The United States and its al-
lies are discussing leaving
some forces in the region of
northern lraq, but no deci-
sions have been made about
such units, the Pentagon's
spokesman said Thursday, re-
poris AP.

Defense Department
spokesman Pete Willams re-

fused comment on reports that

the United States has agreed
to extend a deadline for the
withdrawal of its troops from
northern Iraq in order to
make a smooth transition for a
residual protection force for
the Kurds.

In Berlin, Secretary of State
James A. Baker lll also refused

to say whether the United
States would join a multina-
tional foree to protect the
Kurds.

" We're going to be there as
long as is ne to do the
job that we urlglnﬂly came to
do, which of course is primar-
{ly a humanitarian effort. It's
important the U.N continue to
move forward expeditiously in
placement of their guard
forces there,” Baker said in re-
sponse to a query.

At the Pentagon, Willlams
insisted there "isn't an answer”
to the question of exactly when
US forces would leave the re-
gion.

The Washington
ported Thursday,

Post re-

No accord on allies'
pullout from Iraq

British and American officials,
that the United States had
agreed to extend a pullout
deadline 10 days to July 4 in
order to provide more time for
a transition !

French and British officials
have pressed for a multina-
tional presence in the region.
to include U.S troops, in order
to ease Kurdish anxieties about
further repression from the
Iragqi military, the Post re-
ported. A so-called "crisis bri-
gade" could be established in
Turkey to monitor any poten-
tial abuses of the Kurds, the
paper said.

Willlams refused to confirm
such details, repeatedly saying
that no U.S withdrawal date
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P S \ 1 | NEW DELHI, June 21: In-
| : ' e " 1 | dia's Election Commission said
Thursday it had postponed
elections in the troubled
northern state of Punjab until
September 25, reports Reuter.

"It s not possible to con-
2. | | duct a fair and free poll for the
Iparliarmntnry and assembly

. constituencies on account of
the prevalent circumstances in

Bush, Thatcher
discuss
Soviet Union

WASHINGTON, June 21:
President George Bush mect

quoting

Benazir demands Sind
govt's dismissal
ISLAMABAD. June 21 said, "these ordinances are not

Opposition Leader and former a solution to the prevailing law
Premier Benazir Bhutto con- and order situation in Sind."
demned Thursday new legisla- The MQM (Mohajir Qaumi
tion approved by Prime Movement] represents Urdu-
Minister Nawaz Sharif's cabi- speaking settlers from India
net to curb a wave of terrorism who make up the majority in
in Pakistan, reports AFP. yrban Sind. It is a centrist
Ms Bhutto called for the coalition partner of the ruling
dismissal of the provincial gov- Islamic Democratic Alliance

S——

ernment in Sind and its re- (WJI) in Sind. |
placement with "a broad-based Under new legislation ap-
government which is accept- proved by the cabinet

able o PPP and MQM." Wednesday, the central gov-
ernment can declare an area a
"terrorist-affected zone,” if vio-
lent crime has occured widely
in the region, officials said
Thursday.

Police and paramilitary
troops will be allowed to use
firearms against any rson
carrylng weapons, explosives
or acting in contravention of

any regulation to be enforced
in the disturbed area.

Under the decree — soon to
be promulgated by the
President — a 30-day period

Ms Bhutto said the purpose
of the legislation was to
"suppress” political opponents
and give more powers to
"corrupt officials” in different
institutions.

Ms Bhutto's remarks fol-
lowed the recent arrests of
750 people —many belonging
to her Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) after Tuesday's murder
of a special courts’ judge in
Karachi.

Talking to reporters at

Islamabad Airport before leav-
ing for Karachi, Ms Bhutto
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20 killed in Salvador clashes: coshes

between Salvadoran army troops and leftist rebels have
caused more than 20 casualties around the country in the
past 24 hours, rebel and military sources reported Thursday,
says AFP from San Salvador.

The precise numbers of dead and wounded were not
immediately kncwn.

Mcanwhile negotiators from the administration of right-
wing President Alfredo Cristiani and the Farabndo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) began a fifth day of talks in
Queretaro, Mexico, seeking to end the |]l-year civil war
which has claimed more than 75,000 lives.

Iran to return Iraqi planes: i wn

return all Iragt planes which took refuge at Iranian airfields
during the Gull war, lranian Ambassador in Pakistan Javad
Mansoori said in Quetta on Thursday, reports Reuter.
“Iran will fully abide by the international rules allowing all
planes to return W lraq.” he told a news conference in Quetta.
He would neot state exactly when the planes would be
returned, saying it would be done in "due course of time".

Baker-Bessmertnykh meet fails:

U S Secretary of State James Baker and Soviet Foreign
Minister Alexander Bessmertnykh failed to make sufficient
progress Thursday on a Strategic Arms Reduction Accord in
order W fix a U S-Soviet summit date, reports AFP.

Baker said in Berlin after almost two hours meeting that
with respect to the possibility of a summit between
President Bush and President Gorbachev, 'l think we are
right where we were when we last met'.

He handed a new U S proposal to Bessmertnykh in Geneva
at their last meeting on June 7. Bush said Monday that
Gorbachev's reply was positive concerning the Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (START).

Australia to sell wheat to Iraq:

Australia became the first nation to resume wheat sales
iraq with the signing today of a contract to supply 100,000

tonnes, reports Reuter.

“The sale is the first to be made to Iraq since the United
Nations embargo on trade with lraq came into force in August
1990 and has been made on the basis of cash payment.”
Australian Wheat Board (AWB) Chatrman. Clinton Condon. in
Melbourne said.

No price was give in for the deal but industry analysts said
about 120 U S dollars a tonne would be a fair price.

Israel to free 300 Palestinians:

Israel officially announced Thursday that it will release 300
Palestinian as a gesture marking the upcoming

will be given to surrender all
illegal arms. I

prisoners
Muslim Eid-ul-Azha holiday. reports AP from Jerusalem.
The reiease will encompass prisoners whose sentence

expires before the end of July, a Defense Ministry statement
said in Jerusalem. o

A senior military official dismissed reports linking the
relcase 0 a possible swap of missing Westerners and lsrachi

has been set, nor that any
agreement had been reached
among the allies about the fu-
ture of their forces in the re-
gion.
"The precise question is
when do you leave. If you
leave.do you leave some sort of
force behind in the region
somewhere?

That's subject being dis-
cussed with the allies and |
just don't have an answer for
you yet because that's still un-
der discussion,” Willlams said.

Willlams said the discus-
sions were taking place among
the various governments, the
White House,State Department
and Pentagon.” |

"Everybody's in the act,” he

The spokesman said there
are about 1,900 U.S troops
remaining in northern Iraq.
There were some 12,000 al-
lied military forces in the re-
gion earlier this month.

Bush stresses

strong backing

for Gorbachev

WASHINGTON, June 21:
President George Bush lav-
ished praise on Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin on Thursday
for pushing radical reforms but
emphasised strong US backing

for his embattled chiel rival,
Soviet Leader Mikhail Gor-

bachev, reports Reuter.

The high-profile meeting
between Bush and Yeltsin,
coupled with introductory re-
marks in the White House
Rose Garden, was in stark con-
trast to Yeltsin's visit two years
ago when he bravely got in a
word to Bush.

"We have been heartened
and encouraged by President
Yeltsins commitment to
democratic values and free-
market principles and we look

forward to working with him,”
Bush said, with Yeltsin at his
side.
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WASHINGTON : U S President George Bush walks with

former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher as they
leave the Oval Office at the White House Thursday. Bush
said that "picking her brain’ helped him to prepare for a
meeting with Russian Republic President Boris Yeltsin.

Photo — AFP/UNB

former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher Thursday
to hear her views on Russian
President Boris Yeltsin and the
Soviet Union, reports Xinhua

Bush and Thatcher, who
was here on a private speaking
tour, had breakfast in the
White House residence before
going into a discussion in the
Oval Office, both occasions at-
tended by National Security
Adviser Brent Scowcroft.

"She shared with us her
views on the Soviet Union,
having returned from a very
interesting and very
constructive trip not so long
ago,”" Bush said after the
meeting.

Rao first South Indian to

become Prime Minister

NEW DELHI. June 21: A
veteran statesman, Pamulaparti
Venkata Narasimha Rao, is a
scholar-politiclan to become
the country’'s ninth Prime
Minister and thc first from
south India. reports P11

Rao is a man ol powerful so-
cio-economic and political
convictions and has (five
decades of administrative and
political career.

Popularly known as 'PV.
the 70-year-old Rao is the se-
niormost member of the CWC
who brings to his new position
a wealth of experience as a
scholar, lawyer, journalist, lin-
guist and a successful adminis-
trator.

He distinguished himself in
every field of interest ranging
from literature to diplomacy
and headed key portfolios in
the Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi governments.

Chosen the Congress-|
President after Rajiv Gandhi's

. assassination, and a member of

the AICC. Congress Working

Committee and the parity's
Parliamentary Board for the
past two years, Rao earned
fame for his land reform mea-
sures as the Chiel Minister of
Andhra Pradesh.

Born on June 28, 1921,
into an Agriculturist family at
Karimnagar in Andhra
Pradesh, Rao studied at
Somania, Bombay and Nagpur
Universities and got his B. Sc
and L. L. B. degrees.

Rao started his political ca-
reer as a Congress activist dur-
ing the [reedom movement in
the erstwhile Hyderabad State,
He was the General Secretary
of the Hyderabad State
Congress Committee and be-

came {ts Vice-President in
1956

[le was elected to the
Andhra Pradesh Legislative

Assembly for the first time in
1957 from Manthani con-
stituency in Karimnagar dis-
trict.

He held a wide range of
ministerial posts during the
two decades. He served in the

Roh's party sweeps

local elections

SEOUL., June 21: President
Roh Tae-woo's government
swept to an overwhelming
victory in local elections
Friday, showing public support
for stability aflter more than a
month of political turmoil and
demonstrations, reports AP,

Final results showed Roh's
Governing Democratic Liberal
Party won 564 out of 866 seats
in local councils in 15 large
cities and nine nces.

Government officials
claimed the middle-class, de-
manding stability, supported

the Governing Party

"The victory shows the
people want stability and stand
against those trying to insti-
gate a revolution through

demonstrations.” said Kim
Young-sam, the government

party's executive chairman

"Our party admits a defeal.
We will accept the result with
modesty and as a whip to us.”
said a statement Issued by the
main opposition New
Democratic Party.

Thursday's balloting was the
second round of South Korea's

ffrst local clections in 30
years, and the results are seen
as a forerunner for next year's
parHamentary and presidential
elections

Government candidates
took the majority of seats in
the first round of elections in
March that formed local coun-
cils in small cities, counties
and municipal wards.

The main opposition party
led by two-time presidential
candidate Kim Dae-jung won
165 seats, the splinter
Democratic Party won 21
seats, the dissident People's
party won one scat

Independent candidates
captured 115 seats, a sign of
growing public distrust of fac-
tion-ridden political parties,

legislature. This included a
two-year tenure as Chief
Minister from 1971 wo 1973
when he succeeded Congress
stalwart, Brahmananda Reddy.

In the 1972 Asscmbly elec-
tions in Andhra Pradesh nearly
75 per cent of the Congress
tickets were given to candi-
dates from the scheduled
castes, scheduled tribes and
backward classes.

These measures won for the
party an impressive number of
220 seats in an Assembly of
270.

Rao moved to Delhi as AICC
General Secretary in 1975 and
continued in that position till
1976. During that period. he
played a key role in drafting
the political. Economic and
foreign policy resolutions for
the AICC session at tur
Nagar in Chandigarh.

In the 1977 General
Elections, he was one of the
few Congress heavy weights to
withstand the Janata ‘wave'
and enter the Lok Sabha. He
was elected from Hanmakonda
constituency.

Since then Rao has held
scveral important ministerial
posts, including the Delence,
External Affairs, Home and
Human Resource Development
portfolios at the centre.

An accomplished linguist
fluent in many languages, Rao
was made the Minister for
External Affairs in the Indira
Gandhi Cabinet when the
Congress-1 came back to

power in 1980.

He was moved to the
Ministry of Home Affairs in
July 1984, a month after the
Operation Bluestar. He contin-
ued in that post till Rajiv
constituted his cabinet after
the party's victory in the
eighth Lok Sabha elections in
December 1984.

Former actress set to become Tamil Nadu's
first elected woman Chief

MADRAS, June 21 :
Nadu will have the first elected
woman Chief Minister in the

Jayalalitha,
youngest Chief Minister to
assume office in the state, by
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Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and
Hindi and can understand
Malayalam very well.

Though Miss Jayalalitha
made a feeble re-entry into
movies In 1979, she aban-

1982 and was appointed
MGR as the party's Propaganda
Secretary within six months,
raising many eyebrows in the
party and outside. Miss Jay-
alalitha's entry into politics

doned her film career perma- , and her rise in the party hier-

a couple

-

nently, after acting in
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of fllms.

However, MGR, with whom
she had a close relationship
helped Miss Jayalalitha to
overcome the depression and

:ﬁl by klndmlﬂ her interest
encouraging her
o his foot steps.

She joined the AIADMK in

archy caused anxtety to the

to MGR,

Ministe
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tunity to strike.
Miss Ja 's rise in the

power ladder might appear to
be 'meteoric’ as she is to be-
come the chiel minister just
nine years after her entry into
politics, but the path which
had led her to the present po-
sition was certainly not a bed
of roses.

Born on the family of a
palace surgeon to the Maharaja
of Mysore in February
24,1948, she was educated at
the Bishop Cotton Girls High
School in Bangalore and later

as his heroine in as as 28
films and almost all of them
were successful

the state.” the Commission
said in a statement. It did not
give specific reasons.

The Congress Party had
opposed holding electjons in
Punjab as scheduled on Satur-

Sikh militants campaigning
for a separate homeland in
Punjab killed 76 people,
mostly Hindus, last Saturday in
a twin train attack near Ludhi-
ana city aimed at scaring ofl
voters.

Militants have also killed 20
candidates in the state and
warned that they would chop
off the fingers of people who
voted. They say the elections
are meant to give a facade of
legitimacy to Indian rule over
the rich northern agricultural
state.

The Punjab elections were
scheduled separately from the
rest ol the country to enable
the government to send extra
security forces there.

The Buily Star 5
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|| Elections in Punjab
postponed till Sep 25

Elections in the rest of the
country had ended last Satur-
day after an interruption
caused by the assassination of
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi on May 21, a day after
the first stage of the three-
phase polling.

More than 2,600 people
have been killed in separate
violence in Punjab this year.

Train mishap in
Pakistan : 5 killed

KARACHI (Pakistan), 21:
Five people travelling on the
roof of a train in Pakistan were
killed and 12 injured when the
express passed under a low
bridge in the dark, an ambu-
lance service spokesman said
Friday, reports Reuter.

The accident occurred on
Thursday night at Jhimpir,
120 km (75 miles) north of
the Sind provincial capital

Karachi, the spokesman said.

Off the Record

Last testament of

] [
Mao's wife
TOKYO: Chairman Mao Zedong widow Jlang Qing wrote a
last testament before killing herself last month in which she

accuses senior leader Deng Xiaoping ol betraying her husband
and the Chinese people, a Japanese weekly magazine

reported today, says Reuter.
The indepe

ndent Shukan Bunshun said it had obtained a

copy of a 20-page document written by Jiang. leader of the
"Gang of four” before she hanged herselfl in Beljing on May 14
at the age of 77 while serving a life sentence.

It said it received the copy frem reliable sources in the

Chinese government and the document was being

held under

tight security by the Communist Party, which denied that it

existed.

The Shukan Bunshun. a popular and reputable magazine,
said Jiang's testament accused Deng of betraying Mao by
promising him that none ol his policies would be changed

alter his death.

"He was a traitor to Chairman Mao, a traitor to the Chinese
Communist Party and a traitor to the Chinese people.” the

magazine quoted Jiang as writing.
“You, Deng, you are happy too soon, you were the main

plotter in massacring the patriotic students,” she said.

referring to the army's

slaughter of pro-democracy

demonstrators in Beijing on June 4, 1989

Ballad for Schwarzkopf

TAMPA. (Florida): A new folk ballad inspired by General
Norman Schwarzkopl opens with the recorded sound of a
Patriot Missile being launched and ends with the sound ol a

fireworks celebration.

But

the song never mentions

Schwarzkopfl by name, reports Reuter.
That's because nothing rhymes with the l[amous General's
last name. said Tampa Real Estate investor and part-time

songwriter John Centinaro.

The new tune, "The Gencral was a bear,” was

produced

and sung by local artists and is being distributed through

Tampa record shops.

Centinaro said he wrote the ballad to honour the four-star
general, who is nicknamed “bear” and plans to retire from the

military in August.

A chorus pays homage to Schwarzkop{, singing. "You can
call him General, vou can call him bear. When [reedom is in
trouble, you can call him there. We salute you, General Yes
we're proud to say, you'll always be our hero in the USA".

Swami sentenced

MARTINSBURG, (West Virginia): The leader of a Hare
Krishna breakaway sect convicted of authorising kidnapping,

beating and murder to cover up illegal

activities of the group

was sentenced on THursday to 30 years in federal prison,

reports Reuter.

Kirtanananda Swami Bhaktipada, 53,

controversial New Vrindaban
nia. was sentenced after being found

guilty on six counts of mail fraud and three counts of
ru:hrweﬁm inchuding conspiring to kill a fringe member of

northern West Virgi

New Vri

leader of the
Hare Krishna Commune of

chldfnut;lupmhktnpﬂmnandmrtlhan?ﬁmlhnn
dollars In fNnes, but US District Judge Robert Merhige Jr
levied no fine, a court official said.

Bhaktipad

a, formerly known as Keith Ham, was reported

to be the son of a Peekskill, New York Baptist Minister.

In 1987, Bhaktipad

a was expelled from the International

Society for Krishna Consciousness, charged with violating the

's beliel.

was convicted by a federal jury last March.

The New Vrindaban

compound is one of West Virginia's

largest tourist attractions. It features remote control Swan

Boats, an clephant and "Prabhupada

‘s palace of gold.” a

momument of the founder of the Hare Krishna SeclL
Members of the community claim the compound attracts

about 250,000 visitors a year.




