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rival parties struggle to form
and maintain coalitions.

To form the government, a
winning or alliance will
need 257 representatives in
the Lok Sabha. The policy-
making lower house of
Parliament will have a total of
512 elected seats.

The poll showed that
Gandhi's assassination had led
te an increase in support for
the Congress in nerthern
india, but had the oppesite ef-
fect in the south

Counting of votes begins

Sunday. The
sworm

candidates runn for ' 186
scats in the Lok Sabha
At least 250 have

been killed in the campaign
and in the voting. Polarised
political campaigning led to
religious rioting between

majority Hindus and minority

Muslims in some areas last

Protest day
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democratic atmosphere
through showing tolerance and
restraint and by giving up
"ve ". He said that the
people would doubt the sin-
cerity of the government if
there were differences in
words and deeds about its re-
spect for democratic ideals.

He said that the previous
government had never inter-
fered with the freedom of ex-
pression of others, but it was
unfortunate that efforts were
on to create a violent political
atmosphere.

Moudud, a former Vice-
President and a Prime Minis-
ter, said Jatiya Party was now
the only opposition political
party in the true sense of the
term. Attemptis to suppress
the would only amount to
destruction of democratic way
of life.

Alleging that former Presi-
dent H M Ershad was sub-
jected to inhuman treatment,
he said that this would not
help growth of democracy.
There was no instance in the
world that a former head of
state was made to face a case
for possession of fllegal arms,
he’ said. Barrister Moudud said
Jatiya Party will make an ap-

in the higher court, and

ped that all concerned will

be sincere to ensure that the
law took its own course.

JP Secretary General Shah
Moazzem Hossain said that the
form ol government was being
changed only to obstruct an
individual. He said that Jatiya
Party was a constitutional
party, and would ensure the
release of H M Ershad through
the constitutignal path. the
press release said.

India : Third round |
of poll

month.
Divisiveness has also spread
because of caste divisions
Hindus and tist
revolts by minorities in at least
three states. The country's
economy 1s in bad shape — 1t

had to pledge part of its gold
reserves last month to earn

the foreign needed
to purchase mw
Chandra Shekhar
Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar has said he does not
think a situation would arise

after the poll in which no gov-
ernment is able to be consti-

r-

by its latest issue.

Asked if he saw the
prospect of another election
immediately, the Prime
Minister said "l don't know, if
no t is constituted,
then we may have, but | don't
think that situation is going to
arise.”

Chandra Shekhar said there
is no need to take a pes-
simistic view, "the Indian peo-
ple are mature enough.”

Asked about reports that his
friends in the Congress were
trying to induct him to the
party, Chandra Shekhar said
no friend had met him to in-
vite him to the Congress.

*If the invitation comes |
shall think over it", he said.

‘No more pledging of gold’

Chandra Shekhar today
ruled out further pledging of
gold abroad and said instead
“other avenues" to get assis-
tance to improve the foreign
exchange reserve were being
tried.

Strongly defending the
move by the Reserve Bank of
India to pledge 20 tonnes of
confiscated gold, the Prime
Minister said the government
did not commit "a crime"
through this measure. It had
helped in improving the bal-
ance of payment position and
the reserves to meet exigen-
cies, he said.

In an exclusive interview
with the PTI1 in New Delhi, the
Prime Minister said that the
decision to pledge the confis-
cated gold from smugglers was
taken by the Reserve Bank of
India "with my consent.”

This was discussed at all
levels "but | take the responsi-
bility. | don't want to involve

anybody.” he said adding that |

the measure was taken to
"retrieve” the economic situa-
tion worsened by foreign loans
taken by his predecessor, V P

Related stories on page 5

JP calls
half-day
hartal in Rangpur

RANGPUR, June 14: A half-
day hartal called by Ershad
Mukti Parishad begins here
from 6 am to 2 pm tomorrow
(Saturday) to protest the
verdict of the Special Tribunal
which awarded former
President Hussain Mohammad
Ershad 10 years rigorous
imprisonment Wednesday,
reports UNB.

BNP's amendment bill
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ther restrict r crossing in

the House by prohibiting even
formation of groups by dissi-
dent or deserting members or

Article 70 of the Constitu-
tion provides that "A person
elected as a member of par-
liament in an election in which
he was nominated as a candi-
date by a political g:rly shall
vacate his seat if resigns
from the party or votes against

past, :
deserting a party, successfully
evaded punishment

identifying themselves as new
groups.

tion partners before the expiry
of the term of a parliament was
dropped at a high level meet-
ing of BNP at the Prime Minis-
ter's office 'Sugandha' late
Thursday night on the plea
that it would be too undemo-
cratic.

The amendment bill will
seek to abolish the posts of
Vice-President and Deputy
Prime Ministers.
~ The bill will propose a tran-
sitional provision in the Fourth
Schedule under Article’ 150 of
the Constitution to validate the
appointment of Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed as Vice-Pres-
ident, all his actions as Acting
President and to allow him to
go back to the Supreme Court
Bench.
~ Reliablé sources say BNP
leaders have started informal
exchange of ideas with opposi-
tion political parties to ensure
smooth passage of the pro-
posed bill. "Aread of differ-
ences have been minimised in
the proposed bill", said one of
the members of BNP's bill

drafting body.

But what will be the differ-
ences between the bill being
introduced by ' BNP and the
one submitted by Awami
League leader Abdus Samad
Azad ? The text of the AL-pro-
posed bill has already been

An of the bill pre-
pared by AL shows that it has
not touched the preamble and
the first 10 articles of the Con-
stitution. BNP also wants to re-
tain those provisions.

h

In respect of the remaining
of the Constitution, the AL
secks to omit or substitute
certain provisions under a total
of 30 articles to the extent
that the 1972 Constitution
stands reyived. The only devia-
tion is the proposal to make a
transitional ion to ensure
the return of the Acting Presi-
dent to the Supreme Court
Bench.

A constitutional expert.of

BNP said their bill in essence
would be similar to that of AL .
"But this is 1990, not 1972",
he said adding, some provi-
sions would be slightly up-
dated.
He said there might be dif-
ferences over the provision
enabling the government to
appoint up to one-fifth of the
ministers from among non-
MPs. which BNP will ‘prefer to
retain in order to get the ser-
vices of ecapable persons in
running the government.

Indications are there that
AL and its allles may oppose
this provision and instead
press for reviving a clause
the 1972 Constitution whic
reads : "A minister who at the
time of his appointment is not
a member of parliament, shall
unless clected as a member of
parliament within a period of
six months from the date of
appointment, cease to be a
minister.” :

made public.
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Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal leader Zafar Islam Runu who was slaughtered by miscreants

Tuesday night.

—PID photo

Pinatubo shoots ash cloud

15 miles up in the air

MANILA, June 14: Mount
Pinatubo exploded again under
heavy rains today, heightening
the danger of mudflows cas-
cading down the volcano, re-
ports AFP.

Pinatubo's fourth major
eruption in three days sent a
massive ash cloud shooting 25
kilometers (15 miles) up in
the air, the Philippine Insti-
tute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (PHIVOLCS) said.

A siren sounded inside the
US Clark Air Base as the vol-
cano exploded at about 1:30
pm (0530 GMT), but some
1,600 base personnel who
were massed for an evacuation
did not immediately leave the
base.

Philippine Defence Secre-
tary Fidel Ramos was at Clark
when the volcano went ofl.
After viewing the volcano, he
left for Camp O' Donnel, a
nearby communication facility.

The ash cloud and rain
darkeped the mid-afternoon
sky over the base, witnesses

said.
Radio station DZMM, re-

porting from the other side of
the vo . sald ash particles
were “falling ltke rain” on sur-
rounding cities and towns as
winds blew the volcanic emis-
sions southward.

AP adds: President Corazon
Aquino on Friday described as
"baseless” a British report that
Washington warned the
Philippine and Hong King gov-
ernments of a possible nuclear
accident because of volcanic
activity near Clark Air Base.

On Thursday, the London-
based Guardian newspa
the Americans declared a nu-
clear alert at Clark late
Wednesday and the "Hong
Kong and the Philippine gov-
ermments were both informed
that a nuclear accident in the
region was possible.”

In Washington, Defence De-
partment
Williams said munitions stored
at Clark are "safe and secure”
but he refused to say whether
they ° included nuclear
weapons.

The US Embassy has also
denied that any nuclear alert

per said

spokesman Pete

was called.
AFP adds: Typhoon Yunia,

packing maximum winds of

140 kilometers (87 miles) per
hour was charted today ap-
proaching the main Philippine
island of Luzon, the govern-
ment weather station reported
here.

The typhoon was charted
shortly before sundown 260
kilometers (155 miles) east of
Manila, moving at 11 kilome-
ters (6.8 miles) per hour
northwest towards the
province of Quezon on the
western side of Luzon.

In Japan, a volcano that
erupted earlier this month and
killed 39 people could explode
again soon, according to scien-
tists studying Mount Unzen's
growing lava dome.

“It's in a danger situation,”
Makoto Nishiwaki, an official
with the Meteorological
Agency's Seismological and
Voleanological Department,
sald Friday. "It wouldn't be
strange if it were to erupt at
any time.”
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Friday at posters of Sonia Gandhi with her husband's
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ashes in urns and the mutilated body of Rajiv Gandhi. The third round of voting in takes

place in India today.

—AFP photo
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the first from a front-lone po-
sition.

Iraq resisted allied efforts
to make Dohuk part of the se-
curity zone, saying the ecity
was a provincial capital.

Earlier this week, allied
military officials told The
Associated Press that coalition
forces will leave Iraq in less
than two months.

Kuwait's government has
asked US troops to stay at least
through September.

On Thursday, the first of
the 5,300 soldiers of the US

deployed in December, left

'~ Kuwait to be replaced by 3,700

from the 11th Armoured
Cavalry Regiment based in
Germany.

The 3rd Armoured Division
fought in the 100-hour ground
war that ended February 28,
then helped with refugee relief
efforts in southern Iraq. .

The expected departure of
allied forces from northern

Iraq has some Kurds fearing.

another crackdown by Saddam
Hussein's forces.

But tensions eased slightly
Thursday when Iraq said it

}ake control of Dohuk

vest. About oneé-third of Iraqg's

total erop is growing in fields
around the allied-controlled

- security zone, according to US

State Department and UN fig-
ures. Iraq faces a severe food
shortage and wheat is a staple
of the Iraqt diet.

Fred Cuny, an official with
the US State Department's
Disaster Assistance Relief
Team, said Baghdad only
agreed to help with the har-
vest after the United States
threatened to gather the wheat
itself and give it all to the
Kurds.

Army's 3rd Armoured Division,

R

would help in the wheat har-
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Samajtantrik Sramik Front brought out a procession in the capital yesterday demanding
| announcement of wage commissien award. |
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of Journalists (BFUJ) in a
of its executive

meeting
committee on Friday decided

to announce

and allowances of the journal-
ists did not increase sinece
1986. As prices of essentials
have increased during the pe-
riod, the rnalists
mmmmm
the meeting said.

The meeting also viewed

with concern the dilly-dallying

tactics of the newspaper au-
thorities in realising the three-
point demand eof the
Chittagong Union
Journalists and in zhmnl-
ing the agreement them.

The meeting urged the
newspaper authorities to ac-
cept the demands of the CUJ
and sought government inter-
vention in this regard.

The meeting also de-
manded reinstatement of
those sts who were
terminated and reiterated the
demand for arrest of the
owner-editor and the adviser
of the Dainik Desh. The meet-
ing urged the government to
rearrange publication of the
only national daily from the
North Bengal, the Dainik Barta,
and solve the economic prob-
lems being faced by the news-
papers of the Trustee Boards.

The meeting also e
deep concern at the arbitrary
use of the amended criminal
penal code.

Kader Siddiky
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years under special circum-
stances”. He returned to
Bangladesh on December 16
last year after the ouster of the
autocratic regime.

The statement deplored the
arrest of Kader Siddiky on
Jan 17 and alleged that
the self-confessed killers of
Bangabandhu were given shel-
ter by the ernment while
the man .who protested the
killing has been detained.

The AL MPs expressed con-
cern about the illness of Kader
Siddiky who was under treat-
ment in the Prison Cell of P.G.

Hospital.

Aspirin
From Page 1 Col. §

"encouraging” and adds to
growing medical evidence,
Collins said results from even
larger, ongoing studies are
needed to confirm that as

has no d side cﬂpﬁ
and to identify precisely who
needs to be treated.

The team studied 229
women [rom 25 French medi-
cal centers who already had
two pregnancies with a dan-
gerously small fetus, among
the smallest 5 per cent
recorded at that center.

Only 13 per cent of bables

born to women who received
the drugs had growth prob-
lems in the womb, com
lo 26 per cent of babies born
to untreated women, said
Breart.
The study showed no evi-
dence that aspirin during
pregnancy increases the risk
of maternal or fetal bleeding,
said Breart.

Gunbattle
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the clashes originated from
hot exchange of words be-
tween the .student groups over
possession of a room (No.
337 /Ka) of the Jagannath Hall.

BCL[N-S) workers had been
residing in the two-seated
room of the east block of the
hall since long. But recently,
the room was allotted by
autherities for the BCL (S-A)
workers. Conflicts locked both
the BCL segments since both
the sides were adamant to
keep the room under their oe-
cupations.

Witnesses said, the BCL(N-
S) workers aided by some
armed oytsiders first started
firing gunshots at their rivals
belonging to BCL(S-A). The at-
tackers chased the BCL (S-A)
activists out of the hall.

Later, the BCL (S-A) work-
ers of Jagannath hall along
with a large number of their

fellow workers from the

| Jahurul Huq hall, all armed

with firearms and sticks,
stormed the Jagannath hall
area and started attacking
their rivals. The gunbattle be-
tween the groups continued
till 2.30 am.

BCL (S-A) workers, after
eliminating their rivals from
the area, started ransacking
the rooms of BCL{S-A)] work-
ers. Earlier, BCL{N-S) workers
also ransacked the October
Memorial Museum and several
BCL (S-A) rooms.

At one stage, police entered
the hall premises and asked
the a students to stop fir-
ing. But the clashing students
did not pay heed to the police
request and continued their
violent acts. Later police came
out of the hall and took posi-
tion near the Central Shaheed
Minar.

of

From Page |1 Col. 7
by us in our sorrows and hap-
piness.” |
As regards economic and
trade cooperation, the Prime

Minister said, China is the
most advanced among the de-
veloping countries and its eco-
nomic and technological de-
velopment is really remark-
able. She said China could ex-
tend help and assistance in

many ways to the poor devel-
opin countries like
Bnn‘f-delh. "We can utilise
Chinese e in our de-
velopment activities,” she
added.

Khaleda Zia said there was

now a Joint Economic Com-
mission to enhance bilateral

developed steadily over the
years, she added.

The Prime Minister said
Barter Protocol No 13 would
be signed soon. She expressed
the hope that barter trade
should further be expanded
and diversified in order to in-
crease trade relations between
the two countries.

She said this would result
in the reduction of the trade
imbalance now existing be-
tween the two countries.

On the economic side
Khaleda' Zia said esh
could benefit from China's éx-
periences in its various devel-
opmental activities like flood
management, population con-
trol, communications, rural
development, industry and in-
frastructure. "China is our sin-
cere friend and it is this
friendship that will impel ex-

sion of cooperation in all

Ids between our two coun-
tries, she added.

Replying to questions on
the present situation in South
Asia, Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia said Bangladesh was mak-
ing sincere efforts in the pur-
suit of peace, stability and
progress in this region.

She said it was for this rea-
son that the first Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) gov-
ernment under the leadership
of President Ziaur Rahman ini-
tiated the idea of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh would like to see
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friendly relations with all its
immediate neighbours. How-
ever, she said, a number of
outstanding issues with some
are yet to be resolved.

She said these need to be
addressed speedily and in a
spirit of mutual accommoda-
tion for its part, she added,
Bangladesh was ready to do
whatever was to find
an acceptable solution to these
problems for the benefit of our

peoples and for peace and
amity in the region.

As to the question on the
main objective of her govern-
ment, the Prime Minister said,
'We have come to power

through an eclection held fairly
and . Our main ob-
jective is to

Ifill the hopes
and aspirations of the people,
that is, to ensure their overall ..
economic development and tg'
improve their quality of life’.

Begum Khaleda Zia said her
government had started im-
plementation of the 19-point
programme of President Ziaur
Rahman.

Plea to release

Kazi Zafar
By Staff Comupondent

Fifty-two labour leaders of
26 industries at Tongl Indus-
trial Area in a joint statement
Friday demanded release of
former Prime Minister Kazi

The statement expressed
concern over the deterforating
health of the ex-labour leader,
Kazi Zafar, who is now de-
tained under Special Powers
Act. It also demanded his
proper treatment. Signatories §
to the statement include : Hi-
ron Miah, Kasimuddin, Mo-
hammad Rashed Hossain and
Mohammad Arshad.

INVESTMENT CORPORATION
OF BANGLADESH
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