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: Can We Deliver?

owards greater self-reliance, reducing
unproductive expenditure and the volume
of public sector development expenditure are the
of the current budget
eclared in his rm conference last Thursday.
While we applaud the goals, we cannot but broach
the gquestion. can we deliver? We do so, not so
much to express our ticism concerning the
objectives set forth in the budget, but more to
find out reasons, if there is any, as why they
should be not attained. Our own answer to the
question is a qualified yes. We think the core ob-
jectives as announced in the bu speech of Mr
Saifur Rahman are attainable if some essential
conditions are fulfilled. -

The most important of these, and perhaps the
decisive one, is that of instituting an honest and
effective government. As to its honesty the pre-
acrltgwcmm:nthumtfyv:l&vmm:puhltmy
reason to question it. In fact through its
of the massive relief effort it has further
strengthened its reputation in this regard. But in
instituting an effective ﬂ:wernmcnt. the ruling
party faces an uphill task. Years of corruption,
nepotism and arbitrariness, forced upon it by the
autocratic leadership of the Ershad regime, has
created a credibility gap about our bureaucracy's
efficacy and honesty.

Thus an overhaul of our bureaucracy's norms
and practices, transforming it from a mechanism
of control and au;:'];rtsslnn to one of assistance
and promotion of the country's development pro-
cess will be if the goals of the present
government are to be . Particular empha-
sis needs to be laid on closer inter-departmental
cooperation within each ministry and a far
greater co-ordination between the various min-
istries of the government. Closer links between
our central administrative units and those in the
districts, upazilas and thanas will also have to be
brought about to achieve the goals that the gov-
ermment has set f[or itself.

Many of the public sector bodies such as the
Railways, the Power Development Board, some of
the Corporations, etc. continue to be a drain on
the scarce government resources. In almost all
such cases the reasons lie in their inept man-
agement. If not bring profit to the government,
these bodies must at least run on their own,

without ad to the tax payers burden. Herein
lies a test for the government.
As regards ng our tax collection system

more eflicient, we will wait to see,the reforms
that seem to be in the offing.

The government has pinned its hope on the
private sector to bring about a turn around in our
economy. All sorts of measures have been pro-
posed to facilitate their activities. However it
must be added that their performance leaves
much to be desired if judged on the basis of what
they have done in the last decade or so. There is
definitely a strong case for soul searching on
their part. They must prove to be, what they are
traditionally supposed to be — innovative, bold,
eflicient, cost optimiser, risk taker, etc.

The successful implementation of the budget
really hinges on instituting an efficient and eflec-
tive government. That is w the real challenge
to the ruling party now lies.

News Bad and Important

Luck is always good unless it is qualified to be
otherwise by a p adjective evocative of

some satanical handiwork. News is more newsy il
it's bad — and when it spreads like fragrance

some good tidings — it too has to be gualified by
an adjective to that effect. This is some wisdom
that comes infecting us out of the district news
pages of our newspapers. .

Any need to illustrate the point? Take The
Daily Star, open the National page of any one day's
issue. Say Wednesday. Here's a fair-minded c
of headlines for you: Fodder scarce in Kishore-
ganj, Debt-ridden farmers sell standing paddy in
Madaripur, Growers apathetic to jute cultivation
in Jhenidah, so on and so forth. All this is bad,
some of them too bad. But are all of them news?
Particularised information on any single re-
portable occurrence like, to take other headlines
of the same issue — Girl commits suicide, Body
recovered, Diarrhoea breaks out, are very obvi-
ously news. But where is the news in Jhenidah
farmers growing apathetic to jute cultivation or
fodder being scarce in Kishoreganj or in the
Madaripur farmers' being burdened with debt?

Should the correspondents be discouraged to
despatch such 'reports’, should the editors desist
from publishing such dirges over someone not yet
dead but contin d The dilemma can be
looked at fromar different angle.

A great many farmers in Madaripur have raised
a wonderful crop of paddy this season. But they
cannot harvest the same and pass a year shorn of
food anxieties — and even sell some and buy other
necessaries with the proceeds. This has'been
happening to all small formers all over the land
for many manly years. They are caught in the vi-
cious circle of poverty and indebtedness. This is
the most important news — the villages are all dy-
ing because of this.

And jute? Shall we call it a tragedy? Jute is not
only agriculture — it is big trading, big industry.
Most farmers grow jute. And that they do at a
loss. Why? Because, the state has failed to build a
very strong internal market for jute by putting it
to the many important and pricey uses it .is ca-
pable of. A strong internal market based on a
thriving industry catering to the needs of, to
name two, certain cloths and specialised housing
materials, can capitally cut the international op-
erators’ stranglehold on jute-price. Jute has for
too long been a suckers' paradise. But it is indeed
a golden way out of our present economic situa-
tion which can, in spite of all our very laborious
and arliculate budgets 'and five-year plans, be
compared to guick sand. The more you exert the
more you go down. If jute is not news, what else
can be news in adesh?

Fodder. Bangladesh doesn't produce any fodder
whatsoever. Yet this is a land having one of the
highest livestock Enpulatinn in the world. What
do they live on then? Naturally growing grass,

addy-straw, water-hyacinth — and in the rich

armers’ cattle-sheds bran and oilcakes and what
not. Pastures have vanished, patches of fallow
land are rare to come by. Where will the cattle
graze? Yet we need the cattle — for meat and
milk, for drawing our ploughs and carts — and
importantly for the best and safest fertiliser in
the world, A farmer’s life and well-being revolves
round his land and his cattle. His .lall'll;:lF is going.

t}l‘i:l ;:attlc is dying. Is there any better news than
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and selfl-propelling black
economic sector, guesstimated
at around fifty percent of the
country's gross domestic
roduct. Unearned incomes

flown in like manna from
heaven for those who have
gmvn adept at the art of
ribery, sm ng. political
kickbacks grafts, em-
bazzlement, counterfeiting,
drug-trafficking. fiddling,
skimming. moon shining.
‘time theft' and so0 on and so
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talented are the pln :
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effect of wealth s cusuicd by
the outstretched handds of e
interacting administrathc po-
litical framework.

Heads of successive gov-
ernments and their deputics
have vowed to wage a crusade
against this menacing social
vice. have been made
and shots fired all too
often and the latest to join this
flurry has been the newly
elected government.

This article attempts to
show that the current political
administrative set-up in
Bangladesh is not appropriate
to wage a serious battle against
corruption. Seven basic propo-
sitions are developed to ex-
plain why. It will be seen that
on each count, unless coun-
tered by appropriate strate-
gies, corruption will maintain

South Africa Seeks Formula for Returnin

HE South Alrican gove-

rmment has been forc-

ed to compromise on
the manner in which it
intended to dismantle what
President de Klerk called "the
final pillars of apartheid” — the
return of confiscated land.

What is involved in this ex-
ercise s the repeal of two
Land Acts which reserve 87
per. cent of the country for
whites, and the Group Areas
Act which segregates residen-
tial and business areas, and
their replacement with the
Residential Environment Bill.

However, this Bill was re-
garded by its opponents as a
new for the Group Areas
Act. The Bill proposeéd harsh
penalties for people who did
not maintain what Planning
Minister Hernus Kriel termed
“norms and standards."

Officially, the Bill was aimed
at preventing urban decay.
Opponents saw it as a means of
discouraging blacks from
moving into white suburbs.
Local authorities could pass by-
laws laying down prohibitively
expensive "norms and stan-
dards” reinforced by hea
fines or of jail — or h-ng
— for not "keeping up with the
neighbours.” '

This Bill has been scrapped
and replaced with the
Abolition of Racially Based
Land Measures Bill, a compos-
ite measure including only
some of the more palatable
provisions of the Residential
Environment Bill.

The Abolition Bill puts the
onus of proof on local authori-
ties to establish that their by-
laws are not racist, or a devi-
ous attempt to reintroduce the
discriminatory sections of the
Residential Bill in a new guise.

Any resident who con-
cludes that a new by-law is.
racist can appeal to the courts
and it would be up to a council

address

Restrictions on off-
shore islands
Sir, B esh is one of
the largest deltaic regions in
the world, the rivers bring
down about two billion tons of
silt annually. Over the years,
hundreds of 'chars’ or islands
have come up and more land
masses are forming, and com-
ing up. Satellite pictures might
be available with the national

spacec agency.

Thousands migrate to these
chars and settle' down with
families. Up to date survey
maps are not readily available
on these new land masses.
This hampered the relicf op-
crations after the recent cy-
clone.

To prevent unnecessary loss
of life or hardship, these chars
should be surveyed, and those
considered unsafe be declared
as such, and entry into such
areas be controlled, restricted,
or banned.

It would be necessary to is-
sue entry permits, for which
individuals have to carry iden-
tity cards. These ICs may be of
small size made of plastic (as

-are the credit cards), and

worn ground the neck (rural
dresses are short of pockets).
Entry of women, children
and livestock should be strictly
prohibited. Building of resi-
dential structures may not be
allowed, but temporary camps

Propositions in Favour of

Corruption Hint Cures

by Prof Sadrel Reza

its winning spree.
Government Controls

It is widely recognised that
mechanism in

the control

Bangladesh is not only elabo-
rate but also excessively cum-

bersome. This constitutes my
first premise as to why cor-

ruption flourishes in

Bangladesh. It involves dispen-

sation of government decisions

al numerous points and at var-
ious layers ol the administra-
tive structure. This entails the
dangers of sertous delays in
actions which ly en-

ter into the cost calculations of

those secking government
services. According to one
study in the early eighties it
takes about |12 days on aver-
age between of a flle
and taking the final decision.
In some extreme cascs, i1 may
even stagger to 1770 days. In
addition, the average time be-
tween final decision given and
communication of such deci-
sion was found to be about 12
days. Just to get an Import
Registration Certificate. an in-
dividual has to submit ten dif-
ferent documents which have
to be obtained from different
offices. If he is issued with a
Registration Certificate and a
Pass Book, he has to submit
another four documents to the

nominated bank. Moreover,

another seven types of docu-
ments are to be submitted by

tl'le.]{a:v-t: sector im 1
problems relating to

customs clearance have be-

come almost proverbial in
rnment

Bangladesh. One

study in 1977 that about

50 percent of all delays at

customs clearance occurred
due to discrepancies in de-
scription of
classification numbers used by
the licensing authority and the
custom tariff authority. For
customs clearance one may
have to cross at least 50 steps

which, in some cases, rise
even to 66. Altho in recent
times considerable changes

have been introduced in cut-
ting through the controls, the
szt::” is still far from satis-
ry. In such situations, the
discretionary power of the bu-
reaucratic authorities to dis-
of the files na runs
potential risk of becom
a saleable commodity. No won-
der then that in order to save
time and the botherations as
well as to extract a decision in
one's favour, many people will
be willing to bribe.
The control mechanism of
the government should there-

goods and the

fore be brought down to a min-
imum. The government should
act more as a facilitator rather
than as an intimidating le-
viathan as a toll col-
lecting road-block for the eco-
nomic actors.

Foreign Aid
The influence of foreign atd
is all-pervasive in our socio-
economic life and this consti-
tutes the second reason for the
high level of . Al-
most hundred percent of
annual development pro-
is cu financed
aids and loans raised from
multilateral as well as bilateral
sources. To negotiate and

manage the m of
foreign funds a adminis-
trative

up. While

has been set

efforts are
made to maximize the inflow
ol assistance, economiec ra-
tionale of different projects

often is deliberately neglected

and national interest sacri-
ficed. At the same time, as the
import trade flourishes with
external funds, commissions

jor
ticular awards.
rent-seekers become the

greatest beneficiaries in the

Arthur Maimane writes from Cape Town

process. This is by no

In enforcing its policy of racial separation, the South African government over years
dispossessed millions of black people of their land and resettled them in the nominal
homelands. Now many of those people are seeking to return to their ancestral lands. The
government is abolishing the Acts which reserve most land for whites, and the Group
Areas Act, and replacing them with legislation which puts the onus on white councils to
prove that their by-laws are not discriminatory.

to prove, at its own expense,
that was not the case.

In its reluctant about-face
over land reforms, the gov-
ernment has also made what
the Urban Foundation calls a
"partial deal” on another hot
issue — restitution of land

- .. " w4 u '-1_'1.

Oxton 1981: millions of peOple were forci re

taken during years of forced
removals. The White Paper
which outlined the reforms
said restitution would not be
practical and could cause racial
conllict.

The Minister has been

forced to change his view to

F

settled in ble

some cxtent. He claims that

total restitution would mean’

the impossible task of
large numbers of people
around the country.

Displaced black people
could reply that returning
them to their ancestral lands

_1--..-‘. "H

ak areas like this. Now many

to return, but are told that total restitution is not possible.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

-presence in the

is more important

equitable cut-off date for
restitution. Land utes, he
argues, not for the time
this Parliamentary session,
slarted long before Jan van
Riebeek's ding in Cape
Town in 1652 with the first
Dutch settlers.

whites who, he
t seven million

commission,
to be representative of the
broad population, will not have
a blank ¢ to buy back ex-
Pmprl-'ttd * h'ﬂ““ ﬂ‘
nancial resources are limited.

The land was taken from
blacks and sold to whites at
below market Lricu With sub-
sequent development . it has
risen enormously in value and
any blank to redeem |t
would have to be very blank
indeed.

A case in point concerns
4,000 who were forced
from their fertile Tsitikama
Valley in the southern Cape in

— prp—

may be erected [or security
personnel staying overnight.
But all residents must be able
to vacate the danger areas at
short notice of 24 to 48 hours..

For monitoring and en-
forcement, an orgainsation
similar to coast guard or ma-
rine police has to be estab-

lished.

Unrestricted habitation in
the off-shore zones is haz-
ardous to life. Prevention is
cheaper than deaths and post
relief work.

A. Mawaz
Dhaloa

' 'Razakar’ issue and

nation-building

Sir, The irony of a peaceful
initiative by the Dhaka
University authority in putting
an end to us violence was
that it ended up in the culmi-

nation of another deplorable,

 violence (May 27). Under the

pretext of protesting against
what they called Razakar's

us re-
the Bangladesh

activists of different political
organisations has marred the
transition.

Understandably, whatever
sermon one ., nobody
bothers to pay heed to it. The
Razakar issue is unimaginably
igniting and the whole political
atmosphere instantly turns vi-
cious with its manoeuvering.
My question is why Awami
League and other political
parties cannot defer to
Bangabandhus decision? Ban-
gabandhu, a charismatic
leader, foresaw that if the
abetters of the then Pakistan
government were not forgiven
the Razakar issue would in the
post-independence period
plunge the country into
political instability. Some
politicians claim that Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman did a great
mistake by offering the
‘collaborators’ general amnesty.
But the present situation
proves that his anticipation
was quite right. With all their
faults Bangabandhu forgave
them because he wanted to
have a stable political scenario.
What we must do now is em-
bark on nation-building task. A
great many years have been
wasted through skirmishes, vi-
olen¢e and other internecine
practices. One wonders il any-
thing at all has been gained.
Why don't we give a farewell to
this self-destructive issue? It is
now incumbent upon all the
political , setting aside
ideological differences, to

come to a consensus on the

major ends of the state. On
such a consensus the
should forge unity
for national integrity.

A.M.M.Tarik |
Middle Halishahar, Chittagong.

work

country, faces severe
pollution because of the poor
research. Experts say, the re-
duction in fisheries wealth,
erosion of soil fertility dimin-
ishing,
sults of extensive misuse of
pesticides.

P I. [ ] l : ji
Sir, Bangladesh is an agri-

cultural country and pesticides
arc extensively used in agricul-
tural fields to increase the
crop yield, in order to meet
the demand of growing popula-
tion. But this practice creates
hazard for the soil itself not to
speak of the harm it does to
human health and environ-
ment.

A severe soil pollution may

lead to 'no crops’' in the field
“which means no food and no
food means no life! So efforts
must be made for the survival
of human life in Bangladesh.

In developed-countries th-
ousands of scientists are

working in the field and labo-

ratory to minimize the pesti-
cide pollution. Pesticide has
residue effect on all crops
produced with its help.
Pesticides are considered as
superpoison 'chemicals; how-
ever, none can say anything
without appropriate research,
and a good research and
strong regulations are working
as universal check and balance
guidelines in pesticide use.

Bangladesh, a third world
pesticide

social forestry are re-

Thus under the present

circumstances, we need ur-
gently a pesticide research
facility. 1 urge upon the con-
cerned highest authorities to
look into the matter and estab-
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pointed to the duplic
leaders who have called for the
introduction of Bangla in all
walks of life but have practised
just the opposite themselves.

Saleem Ullah will
that Sheikh Hasina is likely to
have some reservations in edu-
cating her wards at home.

lish a central pesticide re-
search station for the benefit
of the nation.

Md. Rafiqul Islam
Agri-Varsity, Mymensingh.

English as second
language

Sir, 1 endorse the views ex-

pressed by M. Saleem Ullah in
his letter of May 31 in connec-
tion with the introduction of
English as second language in

" the country and repeal of Act Il
of 1987.

The writer has rightly
ity of our

But, it is lack of under-

standing on the part of the
writer to have
Sheikh Hasina with those who
[ha[v: sent their wards abroad
or
medium institutions
the same selfish reason.

categorized
education in

=

ct her

How can we expe

wards to @ in Bangladesh

when those have killed
her entire in one of the
ghastly po killings of the

sub-continent are still at
Who can read their minds?

In view of this | believe,
reciate

Dhabag,

ii
;

g Lan

government
the ZIA, where
:ﬂr:i‘ntn frequently travel

diately after independence
when the government pay
scale was completely delinked
from the pricing pattern. As
the purchasing power of the
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commission would offer to
buy it back for them.
Claimants whose land is

claimants from righ
farmers who claim it is white
land, and have tried to evict
them again.

The claimants are still to be
prosecuted, for returnin
home illegally because, -
ing to Minister Kriel, tt"hnnt‘ﬂ

the country
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tionin

homelands.

Johannesburg in the 1950s
and 1960s. Now he is Parlia-

Sanitation at ZIA

Sir, Being utterly displeased
as well as ashamed of the sani-
tary predicament at the Dhaka
international airport, 1 would
like to propose a formal com-
plaint on behalf of the people.

I am residing and studying
in the United States. On a

yearly basis, | come to visit my
family
Bangladesh. But on this occa-
sion, | brou
girl friend with me. After a
long and tiresome
arrived at ZIA

use the bathroom facilities. En-
tering the bathroom, we found
it unclean, sanitarily unhealthy
and with a towelbox providing
cloth for wiping

dirty, unchanged and soiled.
The situation was looked upon

with disgust by my American

and friends in

ght an American

urney, we
rushed to

s — too

friend, since this was
the bathroom facility at an in-
ternational airport.

My plea, subsequently is

that for how long we will
to suffer because of the negli-

gence of the airpo
such matters?

rt stall on

it is a common fact that
ladesh 1s a poverty-
third world country.

But if we continue to expose
such unsanitary measures in a

institution such as
and

a worse impression
us is further created.

Authorities concerned please
take notice upon this matter,

Nita
Jigatola, Dhaka.



