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Judgement by Special Iribunal in arms case against the de posed President
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Ersh ed for

The curtain fell on the sen-
sational trial of deposed
President H M Ershad on
Wednesday when Special
Tribunal Judge Mohammad
Habibullah sentenced the ac-
cused to a ten-year rigorous
imprisonment term for ille-
gally possessing arms.

The Tribunal Judge found
the former President guilty of
the charges brought against
him, the possession of unau-
thorised arms of prohibited
bores under the Arms Act,
1887.

The judge invoked sub-sec-
tions ‘A’ and ‘F" of Section 19
of the Arms Act read with the
Special Powers Act, 1974, and
convicted the accused there-
under.

The accused Ershad st
in the dock his hands c
on his chest grew pale and
looked subdued as the reading
out of the judgement contin-
ued.

After the judgement Ershad
told reporters that he would
seck justice in the superior
court. He said that the trial
was not fair.

Moinuddin Naser

“The judge may be right or
wrong in delivering his judge-
ment,” the former President
in a shirt-sleeve off-white sa-
fari said adding "I ruled the
country for nine years but you
have seen how | was harassed
and belittled befote the
Tribunal. | will seek justice at
the court of the people. " ,

Gen Ershad, the man who
ruled the country with an iron
hand for nearly nine years,
found none of his near and
dear ones around him as the
verdict came against him.

His main Defence Counsel
Advocate Sirajul Haq had left
the Tribunal much before the
Judge arrived, probably antici-
pating the judgement.

Before leaving, Haq con-
gratulated ‘the Attorney
General, Aminul Haq for what
he said conducting the case
well on behalf of the State.

Before leaving the court,
Sirajul Haq. a senior member
of the Supreme Court Bar, told
reporters he had never heard a
President anywhere in the
world face such an arms case,

Ironically, none of Ershad's

former colleagues in the J
Party nor those who cr

around him while in

were found in and mum

Tribunal.

Ershad was brought to the
Tribunal well before 10 in the
morning and had to wait in the
rest room reserved for him
during the trial. He was
escorted to the dock at 1-15
pm. minutes before the Judge
entered the Tribunal.

Ershad gave a blank look
and a mild smile on entering
the small court room, packed
with lawyers, newsmen and
security people. As he sat the
dock, a policeman stdod guard
behind him.

Judge Mohammad
Habibullah said that he had no
comment when asked by

Reporters for his reaction. He |

only said that as a citizen he
had contended his eomment
in the judgement.

The Special Judge said that
he had worked for seven days
to prepare the judgement
completing it at 1lam
Wednesday.

See Page 12 Col. 3

Revenue éarning Tk 8503 cr and expenditure Tk

8083 cr Developmeth -

— e SOV A VAP AL
expf_:ndltur_e Tk 7500 cr : New tax Tk 250 cr : Tk 450 cr thru' tax reforms

Finance Minister Saifur
Minister

,,,,,,,,

Rahman ﬂu
Begum Khaleda Zia entering the Sangsad

with Prime

Bhaban to°present the national budget before the House

‘Wednesday.

People’s interest
ignored : Hasina

—PID photo

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League Chiel and
Leader of the Opposition in the
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
termed the proposed budget
as contrary to people's inter-
est., specially that of the
peasants and workers.

- Tk 150 crore

The people as for a
welfare -oriented after
the fall of the autocratic

regime in a long mass move-
ment, she said. -
Sheikh Hasina said that

although the budget proposed
a market-oriented economy, it

vesiment climate. “Ineqg
of income will be further

See Page 12 Col. 2

Gas, 01l duties
raised

Star Report

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman presented the na-
tional budget for fiscal 1991]-
92 to the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament) on Wednesday
with an estimated revenue
earning of Taka 8503.09 crore
and revenue expenditure of
Taka 8083.25 crore.

The revenue surplus has
been estimated at Taka
419.84 crore which will be
made available to plug the
deficits in development bud-

get.
The Finance Minister has
proposed to mobilise Taka

700 crore from new fiscal

measures. The new measures
will yield an additional rev-
enue of Taka 200 crore from
income tax, Taka 200 crore
from customs and sales tax,
Taka B0 crore from excise
duty and Taka 250 crore from
value added tax (VAT). Out of
Taka 700 crore, Taka 450
crore will be realised

through
improvements in the tax col-

lection system and only Taka

250 crorg as new tax.,

» The Finance Minister has
placed the develo t bud-
get for the year 1991-92 with

.an estimated outlay of Taka

7.500 crore on GDP growth
rate at 5.7 per cent. External
resources for the Annual De-
velopment Programme (ADP)
have been estimated at Taka
6435 crore and Taka 1066
crore will be available from
domestic resources. The per-
centage of domestic resources

Highlights

Fol are the high-
lights of the posed national
budget for l.g:nﬁnnnﬂll year

1991-92, reports BSS.
Revenue receipts — Taka
8603.09 crore.
Revenue expenditure —
Taka B083.25 crore.
Forei grant — Taka
Foreign loan Taka

4326.72 crore.

Alghl Development Pro-
gramme (ADP) — Taka 7500
crore.

Revenue budget surplus —
Taka 419.83 crore.

External Resources for the
Annual Development Pro-

See Page 1.1 Col. 6

to ADP has been raised from
one per cent this year to 14
per cent for the 1991-92 pe-
riod.

The total size of the rev-
enue and development expen-
diture has been estimated at
Taka 16373.34 crore for the
next fiscal year as against Taka
16772.13 crore in the revised
b for the current year.

government has given
highest allocation to education
which is 15.5 per cent of the
total estimated revenue ex-
penditure. The proposed allo-
cation in the education sector
is Taka 1255.57 crore fol-
lowed by Taka 1209.83 crore
for defence.

Presenting the budget, Fi-
nance Minister said that the
munaewuld need efficien
in undertaking projects, ef-
forts for mobilisation of exter-
nal resources, effective con-
trol of revenue expenditure
and enhanced n of
domestic resources to reach
the target.

stated that the major
goal of this government is to
mobilise the nationalist forces
towards creation of a self-re-
Bant. just and equitable soctal
order.

The agenda is based on our
commitment to democratic
pluralism, privatisation,
deregulation and market-ori-
ented competitive economic
environment’, he added.

Natural gas, rlmulllnd
See Page 12 Col. |

Tk 16373 crore budget

BUDGET AT A GLANCE

Recep!t
E xpenditure
Revenue Surpius (a)

B — FOREIGN GRANT

C — CAPITAL BUDGET
Foreign Loan

I D — DOMESTIC CAPITAL NET:
Domestic Loans and Advances
and Capital

i expenditure excluding Food

outlay and ADP (Net)

Public Account cf the Republic (Net)-
Total — Domestic
Caprtal — Net(d)
Total — Budgetary
Resources (a+b+C+d)

Extra Budgetary Resources

| Total — Resources
Available X

(in crores of Taka)

1880-81 1980-81

Budgst

19182

8503.08 782208 8050 46
808325 731024 7300.00
41984 51179 750,46
2960 80 575,34 200881
40872 %2815 102754
(57547 (1557 05 -1811.73
538.24 548 60 i,
723 (-)8.45 (-563.91
wRZ2 oe0s8s B se2%
314,01 382 90 05,00
7904.13 898 73 674790

{~430.00)
B548.30

()854.17

“Additional resources have been proposed to be mobilised through taxes and new fiscal measures.

Taka 7 b revenue through

new fiscal measures

The national budget for

1991 -92 with a total e 1-
ture outlay at Taka 163.73 bil-
lion has o raise an
additional revenue of Taka
seven billion through new fis-
cal measures.

New fiscal measures will in-
clude reforms in tax adminis-
tration and collection and also
fresh tax p :

Presenting the budget to
the: Jatiya Sangsad

Inflation
9.4 per cgnt

Star Economic Report
Inflation rate was

9.4 per ecent during the first
nine months of the current
fiscal year, according to
Economic Survey.

rate was 9.8 cent
the —1-'4
last year. il

The average cost of Nving
index 6f the middie class in-
Page 12 Col. 7
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Star Economic Report

(Parliament)] on Wednesday,
Finance and Planning Minister
Saifur Rahman said that the
government expected an
amount of Taka 4.5 billlon as
additional revenue through
procedural amendment in the
tax collection system, reforms
and reorganisation in the tax
administration. Additional col-
lection from newly proposed
taxes will amount to Taka 2.5
billlon, he added.

Cost of living
in Dhaka
up by 9.42 p.c.
The cost of of middie

class ol city has
Irmt:rw,-mb 9.42 per cent
the

durt t nine months
Wuly -March) of the currenmt
fiscal when the average nomi-

r-ll*wl-hrhtﬂ
per cent, reports UNB,

Actual wages in July-March,
See Page 12 Col. 7

The new fiscal proposals
are targeted to yield additional
revenue of Taka two billlen as
income taxes, Taka two billion
as customs and sales tax, Taka
500 million as excise duty and

Taka 2.5 billion as newly in- H

troduced value added tax
(VAT), on a net basis.
Justifying the new fscal

measures, the Finance Minis- |

ter said that the tax-GDP

See Page 12 Col. 3
GDP

e S6pc.

Star Economic Report

Growth rate of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) is ex-
pected to be 3.60 per cent
during the 1990-91 fiscal year,
according to Bangladesh

.

Education
gets highest

allocation

Education sector

got the
highest

allocation of Tk

ports UNB.

It is 15.5 per cent of the
proposed total revenue ex-
penditure of Tk 8083.25 crore
next year.

Allocation in this sector is
Tk 73.55 crore higher then

the revised education
for 1990-91 which Il::ldﬁ
1182.01 crore.

Education was fgllowed by
defence with the second -
est Tk 1209.83 crore. It
got the second highest alloca-

tion in the current fiscal year,
Tk 1179.96 in the revised

“budget.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman, presenting the new
budget in the Jatiya Sangsad.
said the highest allocation was
proposed in the sector in
recognition of the eritical role
of education in overall devel-
opment of the ;

Allocation in different sub-
sectors of the education sector
are: Primary Eduecation Tk
587.55 crore, Secondary and
Higher Secondary 487.92
crore, Technical Education Tk
30.43 crore, University Educa-
tion Tk 106.87 crore and
other subsidiary educational
serviceS Tk 43.77 crore.

Highest allocation for the
education sector and reduction
in prices of educational
equipment are among the 10-
point charter of demand of the
All-Party Student Unity

(APSU).

No new taxes
on common
consumer items

Most of the common con-
sumer items were exempted
from fresh taxation in the 199-
92 budget proposal made at

the Jatiya Sangsad on Wednes-

" day, reports UNB.

Increased duties, on the
other hand, have been levied
on luxury items — VCP, VCR
and refrigerators. Duty on air
conditioners has been, how-
ever, reduced.

Among the utility services,
only gas will cost more. Excise
duty on gas has been increased
by five per cent for use in fer-
tilizer and power plants and
10 per cent for domestic and
othet usage.

Duties on corrugated iron
(Cl) sheets, aluminfum sheets
and sheet piling have been
proposed to be reduced to
help post-cyclone reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation eflorts.

Customs duty on powdered
milk imported in tin cans upto
2.5 ki have been re-
duced by 3 per cent but pow-
dered milk imported in bulk
and condensed milk have been
taxed afresh by 12 per cent

Duties on unrefined soy-

See Page 12 Col. ]

Tax cuts for
glass bangles

Star Economic Report
Customs duty cuts have
been under the bud-
get for 1991-92 for glass ban-
gles and imitation
Under the posals, the
meﬁ:-hmndiu
existing 100 per cent to 78

per cent.
Finance Minister Saifur

Rahman also proposed to allow
overseas Bangladeshis return-
ing home after three months'
stay abroad to import gold
bullion up to 200 grams on
payment of 10 per cent duty
advalorem. The existing provi-

sions to import gold jewellery
up to 100 grams in weight for
the same group of
Bangladeshis will also continue

under the proposals.
Sweets turn
sSour

Sweel meat are to
cost more in the next fseal

: UNB

The proposed by
the Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman Wednesday raised cus-
toms duty powdered milk
imported in bulk from 28 to
40 centl.

Minister said pow-
dered milk 1| in the
bulk was used in the
preparation of sweets, which
discouraged local milk
duction and livestock Hﬁ
opment. '

He, however, proposed re-
duction of customs duty in-
cluding development sur:
charge from 23 to 20 per cont
on powdered milk in 2.5 kg
Tin-cans used as baby food.



