ANCING at a function in

her school, Mohua Pal

could hardly imagine
that soon fate would t a
permanent end to her
performance as a promis
dancer. As the youngest
only sister

Mohua came to the Centre
Rehabilitation of the
(CRP) at the age of
14, when the Centre had just
started, and she was affected
by transverse myelitis (tumour
in the spinal cord). This was
after she had fallen ill for five
to six years. After her treat-
ment at the CRP, she went
back to her village and stayed
there for a few years as a fol-
low-up patient. *] was more at
home with the social workers
who visited me in
h?:ulmth:ﬂem’l fol-
up patient. Though my
family were all very coopera-
ng, | fel

for

1

smile
and lends the required assis-

tance. No one notices her
complaining even under
ure ol work.
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on the Decade of the Disabled
Person, in Helsinki.

Shyamal, aged 28, was a
carpenter before he fell from
the third floor of a building
and broke his back. He has
continued to d his car-
pentry skill at this Centre.
And surprising as it may
sound, he also captains the
CRP's wheelchair basketball
team.

" Jobeda came to the Centre
for Rehabilitation of the
Paralysed after hecn:ﬂng
paralysed from waist down
after a mud wall was made to
collapse on her by her husband
and in-laws. She was brought
to the CRP for treatment ac-
companied by her toddler
daughter. And here she has
learnt to operate weaving
looms and sign her name.

We find all of them in this
home and man more

Shyamals and Job . - The
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Centre's goal is to prepare a
patient to returmn home, wher-
ever possible to his or her
previous job, hopefully to lead
a full and normal life. One of
the success stories of this is

_Mohua Pal.

The Centre for the
Rehabilitation of the Paralysed
(CRP) is the only one of its
kind in Bangladesh which
opened in 1979. Before that
it was a different story.
Paralysed people either died in
hospitals or were sent home to
eventually become street beg-
gars, Amongst the affluent
they only became an agonising
responsibility.

An inspired British physio-
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therapist, Valerie Taylor, first
came to Bangladesh in 1969 as
a volunteer to work at a local
hospital. She saw the problem
of the disabled and within a
few years, with the support
and cooperation of her local
co , hit upon a solution.
Ten years later, they had
raised the necessary funds to
open a 35-bed Centre. Since
then their Centre has treated
1,000 patients.

Initially this Centre was lo-
cated on Dhaka's Old Airport
Road, from where it has moved
to its own plot in Savar a few
months back. There the

.Centre has built temporary ac-
commodation for the patients

Clockwise : Madhab, a disabled, painting from his bed; Physiotherapist Valarie Taylor with
two of her wards; and Mohua Pal who first came as a patient, presently serving as Secretary

.of the Centre.

and the staff, until it can afford
to build its own building. This
Centre strives to rehabilitate a
patient physically, mentally,
socfally and economically. The
average time a patient spends
at the Centre is five months
and in that time he/she will
have developed or learnt a new
skill which can be used to earn

money.

The Centre’'s involvement
with a patient does not end
the moment the latter leaves.
Instead, a social worker keeps
in touch to ensure he/she is
settling down at home. The
Centre intends to expand this
aspect of its work as part of its
outreach programme teaching
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aids on such subjects as how to

Recently, a 12-seater 'baby
taxi’ has been converted so
that it can be driven by a dis-
abled person. It will be used
to take a team of people from
CRP out to the villages of

former patients.

o They will
take with them teaching aids
and in this way paralysed peo-
ple would be able to move
around the world. This will
also be the first of its kind in

Bangladesh.

The Centre at present
caters for 55 men and women.
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Rahat Fahmida

There are even four disabled
members on the stafl. It con-
centrates on those paralysed as
a result of an accident. The
most common causes of spinal
injury are fall from trees and
road accidents. There are
other causes such as spinal
tumour, and polio. The
Centre's physiotherapist, oc-
cupational therapist, social
worker, counsellor, nurse and
doctor — all work closely to-
gether to aid a patient's total
rehabilitation.

The wide range
of activities & patient can un-
dertake include daily exer-
cises, reading and writing,
looking after orchids, goats
and ducks, tafloring, sewing,
painting, metal work, weaving,
shop-keeping, making fishing
nets and paper bags and help-
ing in the Centre's kitchen.

LY

All wheelchairs used by the
patients are made in the
Centre's own workshop. A
special low-level wheelchair or
‘trolley’ has been developed
for those who cook and eat in
the village at ground level be-
cause they have no chairs.

Over twenty different
handicraft items, made by the
patients, are sold to the public.
These are not only supplied in
the local market, but are ex-
ported to the United States,

Australia, Canada and Jqpn'l.‘

Sports play a vital role in
the rehabilitation programme
of the disabled.

Basketball is a
hot favourite along with
swimming, table tennis, bad-
minton and volleyball, which
they play with great enthusi-
asm.

In September, 19886,

Saleh Ahmed represented

Bangladesh at the first world
games for disabled youth heid

in Nottingham, England. He
won two silver medals for
javelin and shotput. He had
come to the Centre after being
paralysed because of a fall from
a tree. He can now walk with
the aid of crutches.

They also have art classes
and singing lessons, conducted

A Memo for Minister Nurul Huda; Spotlight on The London

Times; and A

Here, one problem is, how
do we establish that our un-
spoken understanding has
really worked ? A co ¢
suggests that one of these
days, | should say something
nasty about the Minister —
rather dillicult because Mr
Huda is really a nice person —
and see where | am taken to,

me, in recognition of my age,
senfority in the profession and

my erratic health, in that
order. | am afraid, it is a bit of
gambile, which could result in
tending the garden in the
sub- and growing Rajani-
for the rest of my natu-
; World’ will then

INCE Minister Huda is a
ﬁmmimf

as helpful as pos-

sible by inviting his attention
to a few problems which have
been screaming for the Minis-
try’s attention for some time
Since the media is still

i
H

n

i

including Begum Zia, since
they should not be meant for
public consumption; reduce
the time usually given to public
meetlings addressed by minis-
ters ; and so on and so forth.

It is all quite simple and
straightforward.

However, this simple solu-
tion raises a number of prob-
lems which would undoubtedly
worry our [riend, Minister
Huda

The reduction and elimina-
tion of the coverage just men-
tioned would surely create a
vacuum. How do you fill it ?

Then, it is certainly Lrue

oo X

#

tl Minister Nurul Huda :
Unspoken Understanding

that the BTV cove of Hus-

., based

it is possible that looking at
these two problems, many

backroom advisers to the ad-
ministration would assume
that while it might annoy the
educated class, the current TV
coverage of the government
activities would yield long-
term itical dividends for
the BNP Government.

of our media.
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Minister Huda can either
fall in line with this "kecp-the-
status-quo” group or develop
his own approach to the situa-
tion.

If his choice falls on the lat-
ter course, he can request, say,
Profl Rehman Sobhan to set up
another Task Force, this one
to look into the reorganisation
At the same
time, the Ministry can secure
video films of TV newscasts
from a number of neighbouring
Asian countries and see how
they cover the activities of
their government leaders.

There is really no question
of playing down the projection
of the mment activities,
especially of the Prime Minis-
ter, through our electronic
media.

it is all a ﬂ::lt.?n of
decid on the t focus,
the ﬂl;lat dimension, the rl1:nt
scope and the right style.
When all this is done the right
way, the administration should
get much greater political div-
idend than the backroom ad-
visers can visualise within
their present narrow frame of
references.

L L L

Memo (o Minister Nurul

Huda (continued)

What are the other
areas the State
for Information 7

The reorganisation of the

S. M. Al

reaus in places which generate
news of special interest to

Bangladesh.

As a challenge, a close sec-
ond is the future of the two
I'rust newspapers, under a sys-
tem which is a dismal legacy
left behind by the Ayub regime.

There are all kinds of solu-
tions, but none, | am told, will
work. The two papers can be
privatised, turned into cooper-
atives or given away to the two
major political parties, the
BNP and the Awami League,
with all their assets and liabili-
ties. Since the two papers
share the same printing press,
the third solution should go a
long way in improving the rela-
tions between the two parties,
paving the way for an agree-
ment on the form of govern-
ment.

Other challenges include
the nced to expand and mod-
ernise a number ol other me-
dia-related organisations. We
will bring them up another
time, before the patience of
Mr Huda with me is totally ex-
hausted.

N avid newspaper rea-

der, with a modest jou-

rnalistic  background,
this writer takes a certain
morbid pleasure in pic up
errors in all kinds of publica-
tions, except the one he works
for. After all, finding mistakes
in your own paper is hardly a
pleasure. It is a painful duty, an
agonising chore, the cause of a
rise In pressure and the
source of controllable, incu-
rable tension.

in search of this morbid

o ek " g through

some recent copies

Times of London. The exercise
produced some unexpecled

rewards and helped in raising
my spirits.

In the issue of the paper of
Thursday, May 23, the paper's
correspondent in New Delhi,
Christopher Thomas reported
the offer made to Sonia Gandhi
to take over the presidentship
of the Congn:l!:d (I) in a fm:;t

report under a six-coi-
5:?:1 htP:dlln:‘ "Party Picks
Gandhi's Widow."

It 1s all straightforward, a

It is the Bank of England

which is under fire : “Total non-

nother Central Bank

correspondent finds support
for his unique conclusion from
another source : "In a possible
sign that she might not be
more than a figurehead, Pranab
Mukherjee, a party spoke-
sman, said, The question of
acceptance does not arise'.”
(Does it mean the "acceptance”
is taken for granted or there is
no question of Sonia accepting

it ?)

On Friday, Correspondent

Thomas dulifullymmpobr;ugu the
tion of the nia
ﬂuﬂm hi !
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sense surrounds the issue of the Bank's independence.”

little too definite that leaves no
room for doubts | (What-
ever happened to the 'doubting
Thomas'? )

In the third paragraph, Cor-
respondent Thomas provides a
new angle that we had all
missed : "The decision was,
however, binding (on Sonia
Gandhi)". Since line ap-
pears without any quotation
marks and is put in without
any source, onc assumes that it

is the corres t's own
inference, ps based on
what Congress leader,
Jonathan , sald earlier

about any lack of communica-
tion of the ofler to Sonia
Gandhi "because she is in
grief”. (Well, that's news | lan't
n?

Two lines later, the Times

"Her rejection came as A
humiliating blow to the party’,
sald the report.

Orfe would not be surprised
if The Times Editor sent a

note to his man in New Delhi,
-m.-.wuum.m
ating to your reporting.”
Whether Messrs Thomas
and still often get
WH noles is

worth finding out for the
Times Editor |

What a pity that it is all in
The Times which this writer
has patronised for decades.
Back mid-fifttes, then a
stude London, he often
went without his afternoon
snack to hﬂ&l:p with his sub-
scription to great newspa-
per.

Madhab, who is another dis-
abled member of the staff.
Madhab, the Centre's te-
traplegic counsellor, discov-
ered his talent as an artist
after an accident left him
paralysed at the age of 14. He
paints in water colours and
enamel paint using an adapted
hand splint. His paintings and
Christmas Card designs have
been sold worldwide.

CRP's first priority is to
raise the necessary mo to
construct a building of its own,
with the provision for more
than 200 patients. It aims to
deal with the patients suffering
from spinal injuries, stroke,
and children suffe from
cerebral palsy. It would like to
build a sports stadium and
workshops to rrodum: medical
equipment mobility aids.

The Centre receives no
mo from the government
and continuation of its pi-
oneering work de on the

generosity of uals and
institutions. A separate fund

has been set up to build the
long-cherished new Centre.
Members of the Trust of CRF®
are drawn from socia |
figures and philanthropists .
Eminent ts voluntas --
ily spend a few hours in a wee k
with the patients and look inl o
their problems minutely an d
with care. Valerie, who
thought up this scheme, is the
project coordinator.

As Jean-Paul Sartre, a fa .
mous French Philosopher -
once said: * , at ar y
time, may equally find hims: -|f
victim or executioner.

“Man can will nothing 1 in-
less he has first understc ,od
that he must count on no ' pne
but himself: that he is ab ine,
abandoned on earth in the
midst of his infinite respc nsi-
bilities, without help, wit h no
other aim than the one h¢ : gets
himself, with no other d¢ :stiny
that the one he forges for - him-
self on earth.”

But cooperation from , fellow
brothers is a necessity. In all
societies around the world

aralysed 2 are consid-
Ena"”m h.""'i'.f.; ects ' of pity.
They are not tresited a s normal
human beings, which results in
paralysing them ment! ally, too.
We cease to thinl< tha t they arc
like the rest of us, ¢ xcept that
they are victims: of disabling
accident. -

e e —

URING tl e week when
the Bang la desh Bank
caused an \ iproar here
with the publicat & n of its list
of "defaulters”, | s aw this title
over an editorial 'k 1 The Times:

"THE BANK MAKES
MISCHIEF."
1 was furfious. This London

newspaper had nc ) business to
comment on our i ternal situa-
tion in such an ' sbjectionable
manner. | decidec | to send in a
protest direct tc . the British
High Commissio: ner or refuse
to attend the Qu :en’s Birthday

reception.

| was all wrong. The
"mischief maker’ ' in the edito-
rial was not the Bangladesh

Bank, but one w hich should be
as much above reproach as,
say, the Privy Ci >uncil. The tar-
get of the Time: s attack is the
Bank of Englanc |(.

The editorial | relates to the
Bank's oppositl lon to the gov-
ernment's mow : to cut the In-
The Times is
pretty angry wi' th the Bank and
makes a num ber of observa-
tions which o0 ir local

of the centra! | bank indepen-
I tis not a magical
nostrum (o 1 ire a nation's in-
flationary h:i ibits overnight.
There is no ¢ wvidence that the
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