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BOGRA
UZ Chairman,
engineer hurt
- inclash

June 3: Dhupchanchia
Upazila Chairman and one Sub-
Assistant Engincer were in-
jured following a clash be-
tween two rival groups
Thursday, reports UNB.

Sources said, Kalayan
Prasad Poddar turned out
Sarwar Hossain -the engineer
from his office for some un-
known rcasons.

Later Sarwar came back
with his men and allegedly as-
saulled the chairman. Sarwar
was also Injurcd when the
chairman's supporters at-
tacked him.

Two scparale cases were
filed in Dhupchanchia police.

KUSHTIA
Smuggled goods
recovered

June 3: Bangladesh Rilles

(BDR) recovered smuggled

s worth about Taka 1.28

and arrested a man in this
connection, reports UNB.

BDR arrested Moula Baksh
from Paragpur border areas
and recovered 10 tolas of gold
worth about Taka 85,000 from
his possession recently,

BDR jawans also seized con-
trabands including 149 picces
of sarces and 120 metres of
cloth worth about Taka 43,000

‘recently from Ramkrishnapur
border areas.

The goods were later
handed over to local customs

authorities.
JHENIDAH
Customs earn

Tk 2 cr revenue

June 3: The customs and
excise departments, Jhenidah
range comprising Magura and
Jhenidah fmru:t. earned Taka
2,00,67,301 during the first
half of the 1990-9] fiscal year,
reports BSS..

The break up of the revenue
carned is as follows: Taka
6,856,563 from cinema halls,
Taka 49,400 from jewellery,
Taka 56,30 from brick nnnrru
facturers, Taka 8,901,287 from
cotton yarn, Taka 3,87,268
from medicine, Taka 5,544
from textile mills, Taka 1,100
- from furniture shops, Taka
1,79,47,907 from sugar, Taka
10,323 from bidi, Taka 17,668
from video shops and Taka
5,851 from miscellaneous
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SATKHIRA
Ganja plant
seized
June 3: Acting on a secret
information the members of
-the law enforcing agencies
seized huge quantities of ganja
and siddhi (bhang) plants
worth about Taka three lakh
from Itagacha area of Satkhira
town recently, reports BSS.
Police said contraband ganja
plant was cultivated on a plot
of land of one Mobarak Ali. He
is now absconding. :

. A case has been rcgistt:rcél
in this connection.

4 die of dysentery

Four people died of dysen-
tery in the district since the
recent outbreak of the disease,
family sources said.

The victims were identified
as Hasina (3), daughter of
Morshed of Moutala village,
Khuku (11). daughter of
Shamsuddin of North Moutala
village, Kena Gazi (52), of
Mukundapur and Abdul Hamid
:—?1331 Bl !.Ig:lnn of Barashimla

Sc in Kaliganj upazila.

District Civil Surgni!m. how-
ever, did not confirm the
death report.

RAJSHAHI

First year
honours classes
begin

June J: The first year
honours classes of 1990-91
session of Rajshahi University
began here Saturday, reports
UNBE. .

. A total of 3080 studenis
were admitted to 29 depart-
ments this year and the fresh-
ers passed the first day of uni-
versity life amid much enthusi-
asm. :

The university also intro-

duced Pharmacy department
this year with 12 students.

Death anniversary

The fourth death anniver-
sary of Jamii Akhter Ratan,
Chhatra Moitree President of
Rajshahi Medical College was
observed here Saturday.

The Chhatra Moitree unit of
the Rajshahi University
brought out a silent mourning
procession at Lichutala in the

" cAmpus.

Later a discussion meeting
was held in this connection in
which the speakers dwelt at
length on the life and activities
of the late student leader.

MUNSHIGANJ
Beheaded body
rec vered

June 3: A beheaded body of

a young woman (27) was re-
covered from a ditch of
Bashupara under Bazrajoginee
Union of Munshigon] Sadar
recently. re were

marks of knife injury in her
One of her hands was

almost cut. The victims

body was decomposed and it is
apprchended that she had

Rickshawpuller
nj Police rushed to

spot and fetched the vic-
tim for a . The body was
found hlm under Water
Hyacinth. She was wearing a
blouse bra. The be-

‘Head" of the vietim
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reports BSS.

According to Agriculture
Extension department,
516,287 hectares have been
brought under local variety
while 168,347 hectares under
high yielding variety.

The district-wise break-up
of Aus cultivation is as [ollows:
Gaibandha 24.300 hectares,

27.940 hectares,
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Water starts receding from flood affected areas of Sylhet .

Cyclone victims migrating to Cox's Bazar town

Lack of coordination hampers relief operation

COX'S BAZAR, June 3: The
cyclone affected people from
Kutubdia, Moheshkhali, Matar-

. bari and Dalghata are rushing

to the distriet headquarters
resulting in rise of floating
population in the town. The
survivors are still struggling for
food, clothing. shelter and
pure drinking water.
Thousands of distressed
le are waiting for the re-
lief materials for their survival.
The distribution of relief mate-
rials are being hampered due
to lack of coordination. More-
over transportation through
waterways is being delayed be-
cause of unfavourable climatic
conditions. Kutubdia is the
worst affected area where the
death figure rose to 55,000
destroying 99 per cent of
crops, dwelling houses and

educational institutions. Pro-
tection embankment of Ku-
tubdia, Moheshkhali, Matarbari
and Dalghata has been totally
washed away by the cyclone
and tidal surge leaving the is-
land completely on the mercy
of sca. Not a single semi-pucca
or kutcha house is left unaf-
fected. Trees have become
reddish due to salinity. Most of
the aflected people are being
provided with relief materials
[rom various sources but short-
age of pure drinking water has
made their lives miserable.
According to the Cox's
Bazar Public Health Engincer-
ing Department (PHE), 550
tubewells have been allocated
on emergency basis for the af-
fected areas and 70 per cent of
tubewells have already been

sunk in inland areas.

From Our Correspondent

According to the Civil Sur-
geon of Cox's Bazar, the diar-
rhoea situation in the cyclone
aflected areas is under control.
Doctors with sufficient quan-
tity of medicines are trying
hard to contrel the diarrhoea.
Army teams are also working.

The US reliefl team com-
prising marines has started re-
lief work in co-operation with
Bangladesh Armed Forces in
the district since May 18. An
average of 30 tons of cooked
food were supplied daily to the
cyclone victims. Rice and
wheat will be supplied instcad
of cooked food. |

Meanwhile, CARE has also
started distributing emergency
food, water and also building
materials in Kutubdia and Mo-
heshkhali. Gono Shastha
Kendra of Dhaka has launched

a massive relicf operation with
relicl materials worth Taka
onc Ccrore. Medicare: along
with chira (beaten rice), gur,
candles, match boxes and
about 20,000 chapaties are
distributed among the affected
people of the islands.

Besides, various political

parties, government and non-
government organisations, so-
cial-wellare organisations and
student bodics have geared up
rclicl activities in cyclone hit
arcas.
BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami, Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir, Red Cres-
cent Socicty, BRAC, ADAB,
CARITAS, Oxfam, BDR, Fire
Service, Ansar and VDP, Pen
Pals Club, Rotary Club and
other organisations have al-
ready sent relief goods for the
affected people.

Chairman held for
embezzlement

Chairman of the
Union Paris.had under Kutubdia
upazila, Siakerullah, was ar-
rested by the police recently
on charge of defalcating Taka
1,30,000 from relief fund and
misuse of rrelief goods.

According to the sources,
Cox's Bazar district administra-
tion gave Taka 1,90,000 to the
said Chairman for distribution
of relicf goods among the af-
fected people but he sold the
relief goods in the open mar-
ket on high rates. He was ar-
rested and sent to Cox's Bazar

Jail. .
Cyclone affected people of
Kutubdia island demanded ex-

emplary punishment to the
C
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Erosion threatens

Muladi Bandar

BARISAL, June 3 : The river
Nayabhangani, a tributary of

the Meghna has been threaten-’

ing the existence of Muladi
Bandar here creating panic
among the le, reports
Lies: K peop po

According to sources, one-
third portion of the bandar
arca has already been engulfed
by the surging river. More than
@ hundred businessmen
meanwhile have lost their
shops and establishments due
o continuous erosion.

Besides, hundreds of acres
of land including rice mills and
dewelling houses have also
been washed away by the
strong currents of the river
rendering many people shel-
terless.

Principal Yunus Khan, State
Minister for Education re-

MEHERPUR, June 3 : A
notorious dacoit of Bagadi of
Alamdanga was beaten
to death by local people re-
cently.

Meanwhile, murder, dacoity
and anti-social activities have
increased in Meherpur and
Ch districts during the
last few months. It is
that Abdul Mannan (37) of
Amatail, a tical worker of
Jamaat -e- and a member
of Sholataka Unfon Parishad of
GCangni upazila of Meherpur
distriet came to Hat Boalia
Bazar of Alamdanga upazila on
an urgent work and was pur-
chasing tea. Abu Bakkar, a no-
torious daceit of di of
Alamdanga upazila hac Ab-
dul Mannan to death by an axe
in the tea stall

The local people caught the
dacoit on the spot and was
beaten to death. A panic has

been created in the area after
the incident.

The upazila chairman and
the UNO of Gangni visited the
place of occurrence. [t is
learnt from the police that
Abu Bakkar was a convicted
accused for two murder cases.

Two separate cases have
been registered with Alam-
danga police in this connec-
tion. The bodies were sent to
Meherpur morgue for post
mortem.

The BDR personnel of
Daulatpur led by Captain Kam-
ran of 13 Rifie Battalion,
Chuadanga, seized 70 Indian
bullocks and 11 buffaloes
worth Taka 12 lakh ‘
— during pa

cently visited Muladi Bandar

Fort Grangé
returns to
C'Bazar

Royal Fleet Auxilary (RFA)

area to assess the extent of | gship Fort Grange, which has

damage caused by the river. He
assured the people that im-
mediate steps would be taken
to check the erosion.
Afforestation plan

A me from Patuakhali
adds : A massive afforestation
programme has been taken up
in five upazilas to protect
coastal areas of the district,
official sources said.

Sources said April 29 cy-
clone and tidal surge damaged
tress on about 3500 acres of
land in Pathargacha, Amtali,
Galachipa, Mohipur and Dash-
mina upazilas.

Over one lakh saplings of
different varieties of trees will
be planted in the areas during
the current secason under the

plan, the sources added.

suspended its cyclone relief
operations Saturday and gone
to the high seas because of the
depression on Sunday re-
turned near the coast off Cox's
Bazar to resume its mission,
reports UNB.

"We are coming back in,
having ridden out the storm in
open water,” said Commander
Mike Norman, a senior naval
officer coordinating the British
reliefl operations was quoted to
have said, a British High
Commission press release said.

Meanwhile, a bid to salvage
one of the ship's four Sea King
helicopters, which ditched in
the sea while returning from a
mission Saturday. had failed
because of the impending

| storm in the Bay.

of Kushtia district recently.

The seized cattleheads
were handed over to Kushtia
customs for auction.

An anti-sm
was held recently under the
chairmanship of Md Mamtajur
Rahman, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Meherpur.

A large number of people
and high officials were present
in the .

The Deputy Commissioner
requested all concerned to
curb s and said that
stern action will be taken

against persons involved in the
gll%- "
Our Narail Correspondent
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CHITTAGONG : Baiti
village of Satkania Upazila.

ing mtll'l!-

Crimes galore in districts

adds : The crime rate in Narail
district has registered an up-
ward trend breaching peaceful
life of the peopie. The law en-
forcing agency seems to have
become moré active to restore
law and order situation follow-
ing take over of BNP govern-
ment but no positive result is
still evident.

Dependable sources say po-
lice personnel in most cases
succeed in rounding up the

miscreants but later they are
compelled o free them. Local
people allege that organised
gang of eriminals carry on
their activities under the pa-

tronage of some big wigs
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hoda Jame Mosque was damaged by April 29 cyclone at Tulatela
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Patients ane being deprived
medical facilities due to short-

age of health employees, creat-

ing su

— Star photo
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Relief goods being unloaded from a US Navy nir.tuunn

landing craft (LCAC) on the island of Sandwip during

Operation Sea Angel.

LANGOLKOT (Comilla),
June 3 : State Minister for
Food Nazmul Huda has said the
government would build u

R

— Star photo

. tornado and

— US'[S photo

Action plan to set
up food security

countrywide food se:curity with
the active cooperation of the

people by boosting agricultural
mu:thn and increasing the
stock, reports BSS.

He said this ste p of the gov-
ermnment would help meet the
requirement of additional
emergency food demand dur-
ing the cyclonic storm, flood,
o ther natural
calamities in the country.

The State Minister was ad-
dressing as chiel guest at a
large public meeting on the
occasion of the i naugural func-
tion of newly bult food godown
there on Sunday.

The Canadiaan International

Development ncy (CIDA)
constructed Hi:gl)-m ca-

;;cﬂhm at a cost of Taka

The Canadian International

Development Agency, Canadian
High Commissioner Mr Emile
Gouvro, and official of CIDA

The Buily Star 9

Notes from
Maulvi Bazar

From Our Correspondent
MAULVI BAZAR, June 3:
of

flerinigs to the rural peo-
ple of the clistrict.
Over 160 posts of health as-

sistants, the post of Health

Super, District Sanitary
lnl:ﬂ)ectnr. E.P.1. supervisor
senior Health ation

Officer have been lying vacant
since long hampering the

functions of the health com-

plexcs.

The sulfllcrers urged the
concerned authorities to take
steps lo fulfil the vacancles
without further delay.

Power failure

Power [ailure has become a
regular [cature in the district
causing untold sufferings to
the consiimers.

The industrialists and busi-
nessmen are the worst suffer-
ers. Alrnost everyday power
fails twice or thrice due to de-
fective electric lines. Most
transformers are in so bad
condition that are not ca-
pable of bearing constant
power load.

According to the con-
sumer:, improper functioning
of PDE} electric metre they are
compe:lled to pay enhanced
electric bills.

Besides, one fourth area of
Maulvi Bazar town is not con-
necte:'d with electric lines.
Hundireds of applications for
new connections are lying
pend ing,

According to the PDB
sources, Maulvi Bazar tlown has

n placed under 18 town
distribution project and the
work has already been started.
The scheme estimated at a
cagst ol six crores Taka in-
cludes renovation of existing
lines, construction of new
lines, three more power sub-
statiolns and 19 sub-stations
etc. /\fter the completion of
this sscheme, the s of

| the town dwellers will be min-

imis-ad, the sources added.

Fodder scarcity

/Acute scarcity of fodder is
prevailing in the flood affected
arr:as of the district as fallow
lands meant for ng cattle
are still wunder water.
Flundreds of cattleheads have
t»>een shifted to the embank-
ment and kept on heaps of wa-
ter hycinth.

Farmers fear that if proper

! measures are not taken cattle

discase may break out very
soon in flood affected areas.

HBC office needed

In absence of House
Building Finance Corporation
(HBFC) office at Maulvi Bazar,
people of the district are un-
able to construct new b
to overcome accommodation
problem.

Morecover, the loan dis-
bursement system has become
so complex that it takes a long
time to avail loan facilitics
from any bank. After the
upgradation of Maulvi Bazar
inlo a district its population
has becn increased consider-
ably but houses were not con-
structed proportionately.

Bazars in bad
shape

Hats and bazars in six upazi-
las of the district are in pi-
tiable condition for want of

| proper maintenance.

The problems that impede
normal functioning of the
markets include shortage of
space, indiscriminate erection
of sheds, bad drainage system
and paucity of pure drinking
water,

Space of hats and bazars are
not enough to accommedate
the customers and scllers. The
bazars have not been expanded
according to the growing pop-
ulation. t erection of

unauthorised sheds has further
narrowed the space. Very often
vater remains in the
bazars due to bad sys-
tem.

Unauthorised and scat-

| tered slaughtering of antmals

in an unhygienic way has been
posing serious threat to the

public health in different
upazilas of the district. |

Sick cattle, rams and bul-
faloes are indiscriminately
slaughtered and distributed in
different markets.

Money lenders
active in
Kishoreganj
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, June 3 :
Lending of money at high rate
of intrest has increased in 13

Kishoreganj district
throwing the poverty-stricken
borrowers into uncertainty.

According to the informed
sources, a section of money

lenders lend nuz to poor
' e F:'r-cn

interest per th.

and poor villagers borrow

money for cultivation and to

meel emergency needs
mortagaging their landed

ﬂl-ndhuuhmetdu:u;
repeated floods and other na (-
ural clamities which affects »d

and the Minister of Foed also | agricultural production for t he
addressed the public meeting. | last few years.



