in Pak

RAWALPINDI,
When a 60-year-old ammuni-
tion depot erupted in northern
Pakistan at least 1,000 tons of
armour rained down on terr-

fied residents, but a senlor
army said Saturday
it have been a lot worse.
reports AP

The Pakistan ammu-
rilimhn{tlﬂmlﬂhh
Friday stored 20.000 tons of
military hardware. The army
managed to save 95 per cent of
the ammunition, the director

conference Saturday.
He said 11 ple were
killed and 68 were injured in

the injured were civilians, said
Malik. Five of the dead were

army officers.
*It's very dffficult to say

what caused the explosion,’
Mailtk said.

duty when the blast occurred.
Three were killed on the spot,
and seven others were still

Woman assassin of |

Rajiv yet to

be identified
COLOMBO, June 2 : The
suspected woman assassin of
former Indian Prime Minister

Rajiv Gandhi is yet to be
identified, reports PTI.

Official sources said, the
high level CBI team investigat-
ing the was checking all
possible leads’ including the
report that the human bomb
could be the daughter of a
school teacher of Vavuniya in
northern Sri Lanka.
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1,000 tons of armour
ammunition

:?ﬁ o

e
B -

& e
AR K
e o

gl o xit”'ﬂh

BADRESHI, Pakistan : President Ghulam lshak Khan (2nd from L), Army Chiefl General
Beg (C, in uniform), and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif (2nd from R) visit June

Mirza Aslam
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1, the ammunition depot (background) that caught fire and exploded May 31, causing the
death of 12 people, and injuring some 70.

missing.

“The depot was meant ex-
clusively for use by the Pak-
istani army, and nothing was
stored there for the Afghan
mujahedeen,” he said.

Pakistan supplies weapons
to Afghan rebels, called muja-
hedeen or Islamic holy war-

riors, who have been fighting
for nearly 13 years to topple
successive Communist-style
govérnments ruling their war-
weary homeland.

The British, rulers of the
subcontinent before 1947,

established the ammunition
depot in 1930,

—AFP/UNB photo

Malik said the death toll
was kept to a minimum be-
cause the depot site is located
in a sparsely populated arca.
covering three square miles
(7.8 square kilometers) of un-
dulating countryside. Now-
shera is a garrison town of sev-
eral thousand people. Neigh-

tb

bouring villages are much
smaller.

Malik said the depot em-
ploys 676 people, none of
whom were working at the
time of the explosion, which
occurred on the Muslim holy

*The initial explosion acti-
vated a number of sympathetic
detonations, during which a
number of burning rockets
took ofl." said Malik.

"These rockets fell into the
civilan arcas, killing and injur-
ing those who live outside the

" he .
Most nl'-l.ﬁ: people fled in
nic and were temporarily
sed in makeshift hostels in
neighbouring villages.
But Malik said the spent
ammunition has been cleared

and people have begun return-
ing to their homes.

The panic caused by the.

cxploston far outstripped the
damage wreaked by the blast,

Ilm explosion was so huge

that it was heard on a radius of
15-t0-20 kilometers (9-to-12
miles). It caused a great panic
forcing people to flee.” he said.

“Panic is in the minds of
the people since the Ofhirt
Camp blast.” said Malik. refer-
ring to an April 1988 explo-
sion at an ammunition dump In
Rawalpindi that leflt several
hundred dead and scores more
injured.

goes into effect.

Cambodian peace
talks begin
JAKARTA, June 2

Induuuuﬂhmw;
three-day Cambodian peace

The informal mecting was
opened by its co-chairmen,
Indonestan F Minister
Ali Alatas and French Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs
Alain Vivien, some 45 minutes
later than scheduled.

The co-chairmen and the
12 members of the Cambodian
Supreme National Counecil
(SNC) sat around a rectangular
table, bedecked in white linen
and profusely garnered with

s :.:-:-
hall of the Hotel |

Sources at the Fo
Ministry here said the
sesston would be followed E
series of closed-door -
ttons between the two eo-
chatrmen and the SNC mem-
bers.

The SNC is made up of six
delegates from the Hanol-
backed t in Phnom
Penh and s#six from the
Cambodian resistance, which
includes the Khmer Rouge and
the two non-communist forces
loyal to former monarch
Prince Norodom Sthanouk and
former Premier Son Sann.

The counctl 1s to
Cambodian sovereign
peace plan proposed the
permanent members of the
United Nations Security
Council to end the 12-year war

List of traitors submitted to court

Palestinians involved in
anti-Kuwait activities

KUWAIT. June 2 : The first
prosecution witness to take
the stand in Kuwait's collabo-
ration trials said on Saturday
he had a secret list of stafl of a
pro-Iragi newspaper and the
prosecutor demanded the
court make an example of
them, reports Reuter.

Police Captain Abdullah al-

According to all indications | Touriji handed the list to the

available so far, the investigat-
ing organisations here as well
as in India, the suspicion is
pointed towards the involve-
ment of LTTE, the source said.

Meanwhile, a senior Sri
Lankan Tamil leader belonging
to a non-LTTE group today
asseried that he had seen Lhe
assassin in northern Jafina
peninsula about four years ago.

court saying that it contained
the names of 24 people,
mostly Palestinians and Iragis,

| who worked for the pro-Bagh-

dad newspaper Al-Nidaa dur-
ing Iraq's occupation of the

| Emirate.

Prosecutor Salah al-
Mossa'ad told the five-judge
martial law court it should
show no leniency.

"They chose the tyrant of

Iraq (President Saddam |lus-
sein) as their Imam and

Prophet,” he said.

"When the whole world
stood as one man against the
tyrant, these traitors were
propagating his regime. The
prosecution urges the court to
be severe with them and pun-
ish them with maximum
penalties.”

The newspaper was Iraq's
mouthpiece in Kuwait during
much of its seven-month oc-
cupation of the Emirate.

It ceased publication in
January shortly before the
United states and it Allies
launched the six-week Gulf
war which ended with the rout
of Iraq's occupation army and
its ejection from the Emirate.

One defence lawyer, Dokhi
al-Hosban, in an emotional plea
for justice, said the judiciary
was the last hope of the people
in the Emirate after the rav-
ages of the Iragi occupation.

"Our judicial system is our

last pride. We lost everything

and we are only left now with
our judiclary.” he added.
Kuwait says 200, mostly
non-Kuwaiti people will stand
trial for alleged collaboration.
If convicted, they could be

hanged. The heaviest sentence

has so [ar been lﬁiw:nr:'
Verdicts in Al-Nidad case "wi

be announced on June 15.
Earlier in Saturday's eight-

hour hearing, another defence

lawyer, Emad Al-Seif, clashed

with the prosecution witness.
He said the police captain's

testimony was crucial to the
fate of the defendants — a
Kuwait woman, 14 Jordanians
of Palestinian origin, five
Iragis. one stateless Arab resi-
dent of Kuwait and a Pales-
tinian with Egyptian-issued

re travel documents.
Lebanese Ahmed al-Hus-

seini, the alleged Editor of Al-
Nidaa and the former Manag-
ing-Editor of Kuwait's Al-Qabas
daily, is at large together with
Jordanian Mohammed Arafat.

They are being tried in absen-
tia.
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DELHI : Elite ‘Black Cat

STy -

beside a garlanded portrait of slain former Prime Minister
and Congress(I) President Rajiv Gandhi at a condolence
ceremony June 1, staged by Congress(I) to launch their

renewed campaign for elections that begi

in June 12.
—AFP/UNB photo
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t's residence in
"We don't drink bottled water,”
Dan Quayle said in an interview Thursday. “We drink from the

Water at the White House and other residences President

George Bush and his wife, Barbara, lived in over the years is
being tested for toxins because of the unusual coincidence
that the Bushes developed Graves' discase.

The couple Mived in the vice tial mansion when
Bush was vice president during administration of former
‘President Ronald Reagan.

Mrs said it was worth checking the water and she
presumed "it will be ruled out.”

"We've had calling us ... saying you'd better check

your water,” said Quayle, who was in North Carolina to

at all," she said.
"He's great. | don't worry about Dan assuming the
:g.ﬂme.udm'tmtwﬂuuhhwh

Rock n' Roll!

DENVER : Robinson of the Black Crowes rock band walked
out of a convenience store with two cases of beer and spat at a
customer when a clerk refused to sell him beer because: it
was after midnight, police said, reports AP. (12413

Robinson, 24, was cited for petty theft and assault, both
misdemeanors. when police went to his hotel after respond-
ing to a complaint of a disturbance at a 7-Eleven early Thurs-
day. He faces a June 13 court a rance.

The band, which played in Denver on Wednesday night,
has sold more than 2 million copies of its debut album,
"Shake Your Money Maker.”

Robinson became irate when the store clerk refused to sell

I.-ni-:;n beer after midnight, an illegal act in Colorado, police

!
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Neo-Nazi leader killed : i cur .

Neo-Nazi organization, Ratner Sonntag, was killed Friday

night in a street shooting

in Dresden, according

to a

Deutsche Presse Agentur (DPA). reports Saturday, says Xinhua

from Bonn.
Sonntag,

36, was the founder of the or

tion in Dres-

den. the capital of Sachsen state, and was described as the

spiritual father of the extra-rightists.
Police said 50 to 60 right-win youths gathered before a

cinema in the city Friday night. At midnigh

t. Sonntag and an-

other man left by car. The other man got out of the car fur-
ther along the street and killed Sonntag with a gun. police

said

Police are scarching for the killer.

Landslide kills 7 in Indonesia : -

landslide has buried a family of seven in the western
Indonesian Province of North Sumatra, Press reports said in

Jakarta Sunday, reports AFP.

The Kompas Daily said the landslide occurred in Sihobu
village following heavy rain late Wednesday, burying a nearby

hut housing a family of nine.

Two members of the [amily were rescued by neighbours
while seven others were found dead, Kompas said.

14 killed in Mexican bus mishap : »

bus overturned on a highway in the Mexican state of
14 people and injuring 26, a Red Cross

on Saturday, killing

relos

spokesman said, Reuter from Mexico City says.
The bus crashed between the town of Cuatla and Cuer-

navaca, 70 km (45 miles) south of Mexico City

. The Red Cross

said 10 passengers were killed instantly and four more died

in hospital in Cuatla.

The official news agency Notimex quoted Highway Police

Chiefl Egenaro Barreto Martinez as

the bus driver was

apparently driving too and lost control of the vehicle on a

sharp bend.

i

on the tomb of Khomeini :

from Iran and abroad have

on the tomb of Iranian spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruho
Khomeini for the second anniversary of his death, the Iranian
News Agency Iran reported on Saturday, Reuter says from Ni-

cosia.

Muslims from Pakistan and the Soviet Republic of Azer-

ﬂnm pouring into Iran to mark the June 3 anniversary
Iragis Afghans and Muslims from Lebanon, Syria, India
and Tu had gathered at the shrine in the sprawling Be-

hesht-e-
"More than 20,000 such

ra Cemeteryn on the outskirts of Tehran, it said.
guests are
million of Iranian commemorating

expected to join the
the sad demise of the

founder of the Islamic Republic,” it added.

'ArafatwnmedRajiv?_fcylot:m

Liberation O
Indian Prime Minister

tion leader Yasser

warned former

Rajiv Gandhi of a plot to kill him a

month ago, the British newspaper Observer reported Sunday,
London.

Reuter says from

It quoted Indian Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar as say-

ing Arafat had warned Gandhi of a conspiracy

against his life.

Shekhar who had met Arafat at Gandhi's funeral said: He

told me of the

when he came to pay his condolences.

"Unfortunately it was not the time or place to discuss the

matter in detail.”

Shekhar also confirmed that Sri Lanka's Liberatjon Tigers
of Tamil Eelam, or Tamil Tigers, were the prime suspects for

Gandhi was killed by a bomb on 21 as he visited In-
dia's southern Tamil Nadu state for an election rally.

0 "hetars held oulsde

Chinese embassy in Delhi

NEW DELHI, June 2: Indian
police detained 72 Tibetans
after a noisy but peaceful
protest Friday outside the
Chinese embassy nst al-
leged arrests and killings of
their compatriots in Tibet,
reports AFP,

The 57 men and 15 women
were driven away In police
vans after the briel demonstra-
tion during which the Tibetans
shouted slogans demanding
that the Chinese vacate their
Himalayan homeland, wit-
nesses said.

The demonstrators waved
Tibetan flags and held placards
denouncing alleged arrests and
killings last week of an
unspecified number of Tibetan
fvmtcutnrs by Chinese security
orces in the Tibetan capital of
Lhasa.

A statement issued by the
Tibetan Freedom Movement,
which organised the protest,
said the "brave men and
wWomen were arrested and
some were bayonetted to
death” when they shouted slo-

gans in Lhasa's streets May 25
and 26.

The alleged atrocities re-
portedly occurred after the
May 23 celebrations in Tibet
of the 40th anniversary of what
Befjing calls the "peaceful lib-
erations” of the region.

There had been no previous
mention of arrests and killings
on May 25 and the Dalai Lama's
office here said only that
Chinese paramitlitary forces
stabbed on Tibetan demonstra-
tor to death in Lhasa on May
26. The charge has been de-
nied by Chinese officials in
Betjing,

The Tibetan Freedom
Movement said in and open
letter to Chinese Premier Li
Peng that Tibetans in Lhasa
had risked their lives and
chanted pro-independence
slogans, undeterred by a large
number of Chinese security
personnel.

‘A police spokesman said
the detained Tibetans would

be released later.

F

Shekhar rules out major
political realignment

ISLAMABAD, June 2 : Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar has
ruled out any immediate pos-

sibility of a major realignment
of political forces in the coun-

try, reports PTI.

"At the moment, there is no

discussion on realignment. It
is only propaganda in the
press,” he said.

In an interview published
today in The "News", a publi-
cation of the Jung Group, he
said a national government
could not be formed unless
there was common perception
of national problems and their
solution.

Unless there was a consen-
sus on these issues, a viable na-
tional government was not
possible, he said.

Responding to a question,
he said it was clear that the
forces behind the assassination
of Rajilv Gandhi did not want
the democratic process to

‘continue in India.

[
o

"There are many [orces
which want to disturb the pre-
sent system of democracy in
India,” he stated without iden-

tifying them.

Asked whether he was con-

the daily reported.

On the decision of the
Election Commission to defer
the elections, he said the
Commission had got full au-
thority to take such decisions.

He said there was no justifi-
cation in criticizing the
Election Commission since the
decision was taken under very
strenumous circumstances and
amid apprehensions of
largescale violence.

' Asked whether there was
any need to change the Indian
constitution, he. said f at all
such a need arose, the process
had to be initiated through the

nt. Otherwise, any talk
of changing the constitution
was . he said.

Some of the political parties
arc arousing the emotions of
ﬂ:pl: on religious and caste

s. he said.

Rebel govt pledges new era of democracy

Arms store explosion leaves
hundreds killed in Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA, June 2 :
Hundreds of people were
blasted or burned to death
when an ammunition dump
exploded on the outskirts of

dis Ababa on the last day of
Ethiopia's civil war, it was
learned on Saturday, reports
Reuter.

A vile stench hung over
hundreds of {incinerated
corpses strewn around a deep
crater when reporters reached
the disaster site in the west-
ern suburb of Shagole. The
arca was swarming with loot-

ers.
Rebels captured the capital
last Tu . The arms store

exploded on the same day after .

government troops left

Shagole.

"It was a terrible, big blast
at about noon on Tuesday," said
Giuseppe Osella, an Italian who
lives nearby. "1 believe more
than 1,000 died here". .

AFP adds : Ethiopia's new
Acting President Meles Zenawi
promised Saturday to lead his
famine-stricken, hed
country away from dictatorship
and civil war into' a new era of
democracy. .

Meles addressed diplomatic
corps hours after arriving in
Addis Ababa from London via
Sudan, g;edglng to hold a con-
ference by July 1 at which all
political parties would have a
say in choosing a new, broad-
based government which will

rule for one year until demo-
cratic elections can be organ-
ised.

Meanwhile, the former
rebel groups which seized
control of Addis Ababa on
Tuesday will rule for a month
until the conference, he said.

"As head of the Ethiopean
People's Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF), |
will head the administration”,
Melses said.

He said his priorities were
to restore law and order and
resume reliel operations to
save some seven million peo-
ple threatened by a famine
that could be worse then the
1984-85 famine that killed a
million people.

Relief officials say the re-

cent upsurge in fighting and a
breakdown in law and order in
eastern and southern Ethiopia
have disrupted their opera-
tions.
"We want a peaceful and
democratic transition,” said
Meles, a 36-year-old former
medical student who dropped
his studies to fight the brutally
repressive rule of military
strongman Mengistu Halile
Mariam.

Lieutenant-Colonel
Mengistu's 17 years in
ended when he fled 1o
Zimbabwe last week as rebels
closed in on the Ethioptan
capital.

with a co
are The Black Crowes?"

who pointed out Robinson, and "l said, Who

She said Robinson whirled around and began verbally

abusing her.

"He spit ... at my hair, and his bouncers pulled him out.”

she said.

Robinson then walked out of the store with two cases of

beer without

gains
MOSCOW, June B 52 el
rcports on progress in
miners' strike reminded one
of war co from the
fronts of World War i, reports
IAN. |

The situation kept

every day: Some mines discon-
tinued o tions, while the
miners of others went down to
produce coal. This was usually
done by order of the strike
committees: Coal was sent for

| heating the cities and to

plants, where a llomp could
have irreparable eflects. And
everywhere, this should be
emphasised, the mines were
cared for so as to be able to
resume coal production im-
mediately after the strike
ended.

The Kuznetsk coal-fields:
80 coal-indus enterprises
fully or_ on strike.
Seven mines operate without
shipping coal, while another

| five are shipping coal to only

those enterprises where it is
indis le.

The Donetsk coal-fields, the
largest coal-producing area in
the Ukraine: 74 mines are at a
standstill, two are ting,
without shipping m:r:.m~
sumers, however.

The Vorkuta coal-ficlds in
::th Russia: 12 mines stand

The Urals area: 14 mines
on strike.

£

paying for them, but a mémber of his entourage
returned and gave the clerk 20 dollars, police said.

| Soviet miners wrest
after

strike
capable of upholding them at a
conference-table.

The coordinating council of
strike (workers') commitiees
was set up in Moscow, on
which the whole of informa-

tion on the situation in the
country's coal-fields con-

v:r#. demands of dozens of
mines, which formed a pack-
age submitted for considera-

Late at t on April 3, the
meeting of plenipotentiary
delegates from miners’ collec-
tives and the Cabinet of
Ministers of the USSR ended
in one of the Kremlin halls in
Moscow. Heated discussions
that lasted for two days re-
sulted in an agreed-upon doc-
ument. it read, in part:

The pay of coal-industry
workers shall be doubled by



