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A Wrong Move

H raised the latest pro 1 of Presi-
dent Buz;lt::'r for arms con in the Middle
East, which we had welcomed on Saturday, have

suffered a damaging blow from the disclosure
about the US plan to stockpile military cqu{fs-

ment in Israel. The plan, as mentioned th«zl:a :
: 0

of Defence Dick Cheney on
m“ an unspecified quantity of a e of
weapons, which have also remained unspecilied,
for use in any conflict in the on.

It has been now revealed that the agreement
was reached years ago between the United States
and Israel on stockpiling the US military etltrl.:p-
ment in the Jewish state. This may well be true,
After all, over the decades, W on and Tel
Aviv have reached many agreements, including
several verbal ones, which have esca the
attention of the uulaigf world. nim;m u;.g::c

nts, including the one under .
mmc the cause of in the Tﬂ.
while others have only fuelled the sglnt ag-
gression of Israel, making it more and more un-

to the intermational call to withdraw
from the occupied territories in return of peace
with the Arab world.

About the agreement on stockpiling the US
wea in Israel, the most surprising element is
the timing of the disclosure by Mr Cheney. It may

be unexpected, as the international press has put
it, but it is certainly meant to assure Tel Aviv that
whatever it might think of the arms control ini-
tiative taken by Mr Bush, the military ties be-
tween the United States and Israel can o get
stronger in time. Again, whatever the world may
think, Mr Cheney does not see any inconsisten

between the initiative of Mr Bush and the U

stockpiling plan. The Secretary of Defence has

even suggested that his country is planning to of-
fer similar eements to certain Gulf countries
about stoc military equipment in their ter-

ritories. Indications from Riyadh suggest that
Saudi Arabia has thought it fit — and tly so —
to oppose what really amounts to the setting ui{l of
US bases in the Gulf region. This means that

Washington will go ahead with stockpiling its
military material only in Israel.
Some of the gquestions raised by Mr Cheney's

disclosure have been dealt with by Washington-
For instance, it has been said that the weapons
would be used "first and foremost" by the United
States to deal with situations which the adminis-
tration would consider detrimental to peace.
However, this clarification stops short of saying
that. Israel would never be allowed to use these
weapons against another country. One statement
said there was "a very clear understanding” that
Israel could not use these materials "without au-
thorisation from Washington." How firm is the
"clear understanding"? Why not an agreement
that could be made public ? Again, under what
conditions would Washington give its authorisa-
tion to Israel to use the stockpile of weapons ?
We are back to the same old question which
has haunted all friends of the United States, the
credibility of Washington regarding its position
on Arab-lsrael dispute. It is a particularly crucial
time for the United States to add a new dimen-
sion to its relationship with Tel Aviv. If the region
is to take the road to peace, it is Israel that must
demonstrate nece tisn. Washington
must use all its political diplomatic influence
in persuading the Jewish state to take a reason-
able position. At this moment, it is absurd to offer
it additional military support by stockpiling
weapons in its territory for unknown and unspec-

ified use.
Education Week

“Democracy and Education,” the theme of this
year's Education Week, that began yesterday, is
appropriate and timely. With our education stan-
dards ever dwindling; primary gnd secondary
schools facing all sorts of obstacles; students dis-
cipliné almost non-existent; and the quality of
teachers nothing much to boast about-there is a

enuine concern in the public mind as to the fu-
ure of both education' and democracy in our
country. The Prime Minister, in her m e on
the occasion, has correctly reminded us that no
nation can hope to enjoy the fruits of indepen-
dence and democracy if its citizens do not enjoy
the benefits of education. There is much more to
her statement than it appears at the first in-
stance. The link between education and democ-
racy is profound.

ucation is at the very core of all types of na-
tional development. It has been the experience
of the recent past that those countries— Japan,
South Korea, , Indonesia, Thailand. etc.—
who invested a considerable amount of national
resources in the social sector, like education, had
a faster rate of development than those who did
not. Through education we not only produce bet-
ter citizens, but also create more productive
farmers and workers who can adopt to new
tecTI;lnologlt:s in the shortest possible time.

€
more critical now that our civilization is m
into the post industrial phase and a higher leve
of educational skills are becoming
even at the country level of the job t. _

While on a global level the quality and standard
of mass education is on the rise, the trend is ex-
actly in our own case. Not only that we
have not made any advancement in those crucial
areas, the level and quality of education that we
dad reached in the sixties appear far superior
than what we have now. The reasons are many,
the foremost of which is the lack of a clear gov-
ernment policy in this critical area.

We have lost a lot of valuable time, compared to
the countries in the Southeast Asian region, in
pushing forward the spread of mass education.
;:hs the Actingd Pr];fsldent has pointed out that

0 Bangladesh is a poor coun t we spend
about Tk. 1,100 crore on educatltgl Y:&ch yc:}: It
is a sizeable portion of our scarce resource which
is not put to Pruper use. Lack of account-
ability on the part of our teachers, absence of su-
pervisory mechanism to check on the perfor-
mance of the school administration and lack
of exposure of our primary and seco school
teachers to the modern methods of te mg—all
combine to make the performance of our educa-
tion as dismal as it is. But all this will have
to change. Our education minister is a renowned

rofessional. We expect that he will take the rig-

t steps and restore efficiency in this vital sector.

In heeding the words of our Prime Minister we
must remember that when we neglect education
we are in the long run neglecting democracy and

creating obstacles in the path of our development

as an independent nation.

need for mass education has become

a requirement

system has . That
was what rntntrl bank

8. B. Chowdhury told
the in an informal

contrac obligations
terest or amortization (rep
ayment of the principal

they generate incomes or

ges on their labilities which
are the depositors’ money or

savings.
In an a gate loan or
credit portfolio of about Taka

220 billion in May, '91, non-
performing credits amounted
to Taka 60 billon. This re-
flected severe financial strains
of the banks, causing

widespread anxiety. Whatever

the reasons for such an ailing
health of the finanétal sector,
the situation an expo-
sure about high credit risks.
Financial contracts every-
where invoke risks of one kind
or another. And risks are many
: credit risk, price risk, liquid-
ity risk. and systemic risk.
Credit risk represents the
danger that the rs will
default. Price risk is the risk of
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. . . . In the present context of high default rates in the country’s financial sector, the inter-
related risk factors have compounded the problem.

cnl’url:ln1 discipline in the
structurally atrophied buni.u”
Y Like a

and financial sector
his predecessors. the governor
rarely meets the press.

Bangladesh Bank. for all prac-
tical purposes, has always pre-
ferred to run its affairs in
closely guarded secrecy. But,
the bank felt it necessary to
dispel any 'misgivings’ about its
current move to recover debt
and doubtful debts which ac-
cumulated over the years.

The credit recovery drive
has already caused fitters in
trade and industry circles. The
publication of the lists of de-
faulters or the delinquent ac-
counts by the central bank and
a few scheduled banks and -

ness and exchange rate de-
preciation.

The te sector hoWever
does not have the monopoly in
delinquency. Public sector en-
terprises are also large de-
fau . But they have not re-
acted to the lists published so
far. There is one reason for
this. The details in respect of
public sector bad antl doubtful
debts have not exhibited in the
same manner as has been done

in cases of the te sector.
Individual borrowers in the
private sector have been

identified by their names as
defaulters whereas the delin-
quent borrowers in the public
sector have been listed enter-
prise-wise. Does it mean what

This uw a

Bangladesh Bank. The exten-
sion of financial sector reforms
along with new loan classifica-
tion measures to ultural
credit banks as well as some
other development finance
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o w hage. Whe & guing &
are / is to
buy the assets for their liqui-
dation ?

in the prevailing situation,
there is a reason fer a
well-coherent coordinatin
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ITH the incumbency
W of United Nations
secretary- general

Javier Perez de Cuellar almost
over, history is standing by to
judge his performance.

If history judges Perez de
Cuellar unkindly, the Gull war
— by no means the high point
of his career — might prove to
be a major influence UN that
evaluation.

"The real question about
Perez de Cuellar and the cri-
sis,” said one UN observer, "is
whether he is hero, villain or
victim.”

At one stage at least, the
Iragi authorities evidently de-
termined that he was a major
villain in the crisis and the
war, this much was made clear
in a Jan. 24 letter to. him from
Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz.

"The states that endorsed
those resolutions...and you,
personally, bear responsibility
to history and to mankind for
the heinous crimes being
committed against the noble
people of Iraq who are fighting
for their freedom.” said the
letter.

The Iraqi fereign minister
was referring to the UN
Security Council’'s resolution
criticising lraq for its Aug. 2

address.
Job store

Sir. A foreign entrepreneur
is trying to staflf Bangladeshi
firms that need personnel with

rial, professional, and
technical expertise. Hiring
high ranking foreign officials at
local firms seems to have be-
come fashion nowadays.

The fact that Bangladesh
does need experts of interna-
tional standard for her
progress may gradually shift
her domestic affairs over to
alien domain as a consequence
of such a practice. As long as

the country will be lacking lo-

cal personnel required in pub-
lic or private sectors, the

pressure to hire costly foreign

‘the hraia-desin ouit o6F Push-

Pull Effects may also deplete
LDC Ba sh off specialists
eventually jeopardizing the
growing national integrity
having an inherited back-
ground of 190-year British
colonial and subsequent 24-
year (West) Pakistani prejudi-
cial rules followed by 20-year
extra-dependent national gov-
ernance. i

However, one of the deter-
rents, if not the reversal, of
the course is the establish-
ment of (govern-ment-sup-
ported) Job Stores [JS) at each
administrative (Upazila or

Uniqn) center and other con-

venient areas.
JS will record detailed in-

formation on job availability at

government and private enter-
prise in the respective juris-
diction, will maintain updated

daily register of applicants for

employment, will advertise the
job availability., and will coor-
dinate the recruitment as the
major functions. _

JS will certainly contribute
to minimizing irregularities in
employment matters and will
lessen pressure on quota and
preference provisions in re-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

United Natiog..s

Perez de Cuellar : Hero, Villain o

Frank Campbell writes from New York

invasien of Kuwait and
proposing measures to bring
the occupation to an end.

Some diplomats and secre-
tariat stafl members believe
Perez de Cuellar could have

the crisis better and

revented the loss of so much

ﬂft had he been given a free

hand. For them. Perez de

Cuellar was a victim of current
geo-political realities.

He is believed to have been
frustrated and embarrassed by
the minimal role assigned him
during the crisis, and the lack
of diplomatic elbow room.

But none of the evaluations
is likely to change the fact
that, according to one of his
closest aides, "he is a man at
peace with himsell". He is be-
lieved to consider serenity as a
fundamental attribute of a suc-
cessful secretary-general.

Perez de Cuellar never
sought the position. While
other contestants sweated out
the election process in New
York., in December 1981 he

How will history judge the man who was at
the helm of the United Nations when the
world organisation authorised an interna-
tional force to prosecute the war against

Iraq ?

ool i v § iy L

Said the Times of London
newspaper: "His low profile,
his almost non-existent pro-
file, his nondescript appear-
ance, his tact and his reluc-
tance to freely with the
press..made him ideal for a
council which rejected Salim
Ahmed Salim of Tanzania for
his activism and inclination to
speak his mind." Another
British daily. the 'Financial
Times' commented that "if he
fell out of a boat, he wouldn't
make any waves.”

Percz de Cuellar, the oldest
scoerclary-general and the first

from Latin America. only
to mark for himself a place of
significance in UN history to-
wards the end of his first term.
He played a major role in
the solution of the eight-year
Iran-lraq war, helped find a
get Soviet troops out of

Alghanistan, and in %
Namibia's passage from

independence.

He participated in the ar-
guably successful efforts to
solve the problems in
Cambodia and western Sahara,
and co-presided over the tran.
sition to democracy in Central

.

e ——

cruiting procedure that will
save time and money avoiding
hassles in the process.

JS, as such, should be an ef-
fective solution to national
unemployment problems while

retarding the deteriorating
service/value standard be-
cause of the right-person-at-
wrongplace as well as accel-
erating improvement of the
overall condition of the na-
tional workferce in particular
and of the country in general.

M. Rahman
Zila School Road,
Mymensingh 2200.

Our telephone system

Sir, The previous govern-
ment had arbitrarily increased
the rental from Tk. 60.00 to
Tk. 150.00 per month on ana-
log telephone set, introduced
Acce-ssories/Tax/Facility
charge and other
charges/Excise Duty and
Jamuna Surcharge. These were
imposed on the poor sub-
scriber who did not dare raise
his voice of protest. Take it or
leave it was the attitude. As a
subscriber particularly in a
country which now professes
to be democratic, has every

t to know the why and how
of every item in the bill
Increase of rental by almost
250% has no logic behind it
and is most unethical. What
initiated the authority to im-

- pose Excise Duty is also not

quite understood. When the
subscriber of a telephone is
not rendered with any service
whatsoever charge him for
service/facilities? There is no

int in cha a huge sum
E? money fmrgrﬁw subscriber
in the name of Jamuna Bridge
Surcharge when the construc-
tion of the bridge has been

shelved. It has just now been

okayed by ECNEC.
The efficiency of the Billing
department of Telephone and

‘snapped

Postal departments is amazing.
Usually the meter reading is
taken around 15th of a month,
bill is posted next week but in
most cases the bill does not
reach the addressee by the 7th
of the following month, if it
reaches at all. This delay keeps
the subscriber in high tension
of if he did not make the pay-
ment_within the stipulated
date which is the 7th, his tele-
phone connection would be
. What has he done to
earn this? Why the onus is on
the subscriber to go and col-
lect the bill? Why the tele-
phone authorities cannot en-
sure delivery of the bill
through their sister concern,
the postal authorities? The
Posts, Telegraphs and
Telephones are within the
same Ministry. The delay is in-
deed very annoying. Is this the
service one is entitled to.for
which he pays so much.

The telephone line funec-
tions so ‘efficiently’ that one
fails to get the desired number
in one go. He must get at least
three wrong numbers, a few
engaged tones and when finally
he gets it, he is billed Tk. 1.70
x 4=Tk. 6.80, what a service
indeed! This call rate was in-
creased from Tk. 1.10, rather
imposed orn the subscriber to
cover up the fault of T&T de-
partment. How did the tele-
phone system function is no
longer a secret. That was the
reason why there was no much
of a furore when it was pro-
posed to hand over the
telecommunication to private
sector. It has become an open
secret that the linesman fid-
dles with the line to make it
out of order, then comes to set
it right and collects the dole.
In Telephone Bhaban, persons
do not talk if one is not
"lucrative”. Complaints are an-
swered by stereotyped letters.
Such are the efficient services
rendered by the authorities to
their "honoured” subscriber for
which he has to pay through
his nose. In all countries ex-
cept Bangladesh, when a long
distance call is booked through
trunk lfne, the minute the
caller puts back the receiver
the operator rings back to tell
the time consumed by the
caller and the accrued.
Here the "honoured” sub-

- utes call. What
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scriber is ¢ for ten min-
utes for his actual three min-
greater service
could be rendered to the

honoured subscriber {s a mat-
ter for conjecture.

Quite recently we observed
the World Telec-ommunication
Day in a big way. Has any one
ever thought of internal condi-
tion of our telephone system?
Are we eligible to join the
crowd ‘to observe this great
day? The modern telephone
system offers fault-free con-
nections and no unwanted ha-
rassment for wrong billing etc.
to its honoured subscriber
which is totally absent Here.
However modern the system
may be in Bangladesh, if all the
subscribers are not properly
treated and at par, with
others, our eyes will be dazzled
but our feet will remain cold.

An affected citizen
Radio, TV coverage

Sir, A democratic govern-
ment has now come into
power with the pledge to
establish true democracy in
the country. We would like to
suggest the new government
to allow the national Radio and
Television net-work to cover
news and views relating to var-
fous professional mevements.
The television can play a vital
role in reducing the communi-
cation gap between the gov-
ernment and various profes-
sional groups. In my opinion,
the professional groups in-
clude all groups of profession-
als, both literate and unlet-
tered workers’ class, And
these groups have manifold
professional pr-oblems which
the government need to listen
and solve. For instance, the
other day we saw the jetty
workers of IWTA on a hunger
strike in front of the National
Press Club to realize their de-
mand. Such action definitely
deserves Radio and TV cover-
age. The newspapérs are of
course doing a great job in this
respect but problems will be
more ecasier to solve if these
actions are covered by the
Television and Radio net-work.

. M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka-1207.

“study

r Victim?

Canada's 'Globe and Mail'
newspaper re the UN
chicl's role in se develop-
ments but noted that “the op-
portunities had more to do
with the willingness of the su-
pcrpowers to involve the
United Nations than anything
Perez de Cuellar has done.”

Just as he cannot escape
some taint for the failure of UN
diplomacy in the Gulf, he can-
not be robbed of some of the
glow. During his term. the
United Nations has gone from
a fihancially bankrupt, politi-
cally unimpressive organisation
in the mid-1980's to an ac-
claimed and respected world
body by the start of the 1990's.

But, as one of his aides told
IPS. "he has some regrets that
over his 10 years he has not
been able to do certain things.”

Argentina over
F /Malvinas islands and
the Palestine problem repre-
sent other faflures. -

But there are also consola-
tions. Perez de Cuellar leaves

For a Tobacco-free
Environment

It is now known that side-
stream smoke contains larger
amount of toxic. substances
than the main-stream.The risk
of development of cancer
among passive smokers is
therefore no less and may even
be greater. It has been found
that 20% to 30% non-smok-
ers' lung cancers are due {o
exposure to environmental to-
bacco smoke (ETS).

ETS also increases the risk
of . cardiovascular complica-
tions. A recent study shows
that passive smoking causes 10
times as many deaths from
heart diseases as it does from
lung cancer. Mortality from
coronary heart di has
been found as significantly
higher among the passive
smokers in a community based
in Scotland.

Adverse cffect of passive
smoking on the health of chil-
dren of smoking parénts is
now well recognised.
Respiratory disecases among
these children are more com-
mon during the first year of
life. Acute respiratory infection
(ARI) accounts for about a
third of all deaths under five
years of age in dﬂclﬂpiﬂ
countries. Undernutrition a
overcrowding are additional
contributing factors. Smoking
parents, among these chil-
dren, are 'added insults to
these injuries’.

In the words of doctor
Hiroshi Nakajima, Director
General of the WHO, "In addi-
tion to the health risks associ-
ated with passive smoking,
there are economie, environ-
mental and behavioural factors
which make efforts to establish
smoker-free public places and
public transport a topic of sig-
nificant importance to modern

society”.
This is more true for a de-
veloping country like

Bangladesh. Overcrowding al-

most everywhere from the
public places to transports as a
result of over-growth of popu-
lation with an alarming rate
has crossed the limit of our na-
tional capacity to tackle the
problem.
We do

not have enough

work to provide them, enough

work-place to accommodate
them and enough transport Lo
offer them a tolerable journey.

tries in
have smoking restriction of
which Banglade
are therefore on the wake and

good be

World NO-TOBACCO

fered the full
bacco epidemic, and have be-
gun to rise above it, show the
way towards tobacco control.
Develo
ticular s

avoid the looming epidemic”.

Even at home we do not have
enough space to live in. In
other words population :
sion has eroded our health,
econo and destroyed our
dq-luﬁy comfort.

Apart from increasing haz-

ards due to passive smoking

and its immediate effect on
non-smokers through irrita-

tion by gaseous materials, ac-
cidental fires can occasionally
create havoc .not only by
stroying the smoker's only
dress but also at times by

de-

The world is more
vigilant than ever before,

Actions taken by various coun-
tries are
informations from 166 mem-
ber States of WHO indicate

Available

that at least 100 countries
have imposed some restriction

on smoking in public places.

Some 81 countries have re-
striction in health establish-
ment of which only five are in
the South-East Asia region.
Nearly 70 countries have im-
posed restriction on smoking
in educational institutes, 63
countries restrict smoking in

entertainment centres, 56 in

government buildings and 17
in sports premises. Six coun-
South-East Asia

sh is one. We

not far behind.
it is never too late to hweh a
and to shun
e cve, We shouid st jein Dr.
Hiroshi as he says on
the occasion of the Fourth
DAY,
“Today is a day of hope for the

* World Health &tﬂnl.bn and
for all its member States; a

hope that it is not too late to

envisage an decrease in the
catastrophic number of to-
bacco related deaths

for the coming decades. Let
the countries.that have suf-
of the to-

countries in par-
have the chanee to

N. Islam
National Professor and
President, ADHUNIK.



