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From Mini-Skirts to Saris

by Fayza Haq -
When you sometimes meet a foreign lady in the consequential changes. | had shaggy
a” sari "or "shalwar-kameez"in public and sus- cropped hair and wore boots and skirts. Today

m she has a local husband, you often wonder
: she gets along in her private life.

Kazuko Bhuiyan met her husband Mumta-
zuddin in '70, when she was studying B.Sc in
Nutrition, and he was a student of Naval Archi-
tecture at the Tokyo University., *“Mumtaz was
then working for the reliel activities of ‘70 cy-
clone in Bangladesh and | was helpifg from
the se side .and that is how | got to
know him.," she recounted. . -

Kazuko got married in '73 and six months
later came to live in Bangladesh. Her in-laws

hardly stayed with her as they were away at
#‘lmnnlngh and only visited her occasionally.
u

s there were few occasions for possible
rifts with her in-laws . But she had mnum
measure of difficulty in adjusting to married
life. Wherever she went out she had to don a
"saril”. Her husband insisted on this. This was a

strife Ibr Klzuhu whn was lised to mlni sklrts

my hair is well below my waist and | wear a

'sarl’ at every formal occasion.Even in the
house | always have my 'dupatta’ on". she com-
mented on her married life.

While Igbal was studying at Madras for two
years, Renu stayed with her in-laws. "1 was very
lonely as everyone else in the family was away
studying or working. Fortunately, | had my baby
to keep me occupied and my novels were at
hand. Otherwise | would surely have gone
round the bend." she narrated.

While married to her husband ,and living in
Madras for a year, before coming to Dhaka,
Renu learnt to cook from her neighbours. She
had learnt needlework at school. She is still
taking tips and is learning skills from her

mother in-law, Rowshan .who loves housework
despite her own office schedule. She has also
to improve on her Bangla. even though she
kncw Hindi hefum ::nming tn Hdng]ﬂdcqh

s R

Knlukn ma]ran |
of the seventics.

Another matter that ups:t her was the cus-
to eat swect-meats whenever

tom of

lyhmtngumda:pmmry

Nusrat

A “Yes, | miss home,
and Easter .But | have a
child .My in-laws also permit me to study. I'm
grateful for all that.”

"1 miss home sometimes when 1 think of

Orasa i
at Christmas
ted husband and a

the modern amenities and facilities of Bang-

kbk. I long for the movie halls, th:dcpam
tal stores, the dressing

says Orasa Ali." But here pwgcrhmrc more
you."Orasa is married to Banglade-

Land the parties”,

year but that is an expensive proposition , as time for :

she would have to take her three children with shi husband Masud for six years now and
her too. She would like to s more often on has béen living in fnrlBt:rmnthu
the telephone to her parents than the once a Orasa or Sara as she i8 better known in
year call on the New Year, But if wishes were Dhaka, was working in the same travel agency
horses... as her husband Masud. In fact, she was the

15 hours a week. This keeps her occupied .,
money as well as inroads to

outside the associations of only her

occupied.

Ihenlh:

Chinese copters end relief operation |

The Chinese helicopters
have completed their relief
operation in Bangladesh. an of-
ficial handout said Sunday. re-
ports BSS.

Two Mi-8 helicopters
relief operation for air

emergency reliel goods

in the offshore and coastal is-

lands battered by the April 29
cyclone.

PSO to the Supreme

. She teaches Japa

For her hol:lby she listens to Japanese and
. When there are visitors she
klng. Looking after her children

weﬂnmeplndlnﬂtﬂnngh
back to her skirts_ though

m!ﬁnndluctmnl-m
met and fell head over heels

., a student of engineering at
Madras.”] was impressed by his sobriety and

' | secretary
- father. What did she find so wonderful about
him that she refused all her Thai suitors? "I
found other boys selfish and obsessed with
materialistic ideas. Masud took me for what |
was and didn’'t care about what money
didn't have. My friends did not take easily to
my marrying him but my own family approved
of him. He was so patient and gentle with my
then ailing father. This too was a factor that

.and chief accountant for his

I had or

went to his favour.” Sara recounted.

inkerior

Commander and Chief
Coerdinator of the Prime
inister's Relief Activities
onitoring Cell Brig MSA
Bhuiyan bid the Chinese heli-
r crew, f[arewell at the
heipnd of in old airport in

Dhaka Sunday .
Expressing gratitude to the
Chinese helicopters crew
Bhuiyan Sino-Banglades

friendship, is a historic event.,

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Sara finds her father-in-law very
though her mother-in -law may be a bit distant.
What she cannot accept Bangladeshis
u'thatﬂrym-}wuynmchngupmﬂufar
Anything made in
in their.eyes. Another thing that an-

noys me is the habit of lying
ers at the beauty
shawalla and shopkeepe
money from me, just because I'm a foreigner,
also annoys me, " as she put it

But Sara is here for better or for worse as
she finds it a much bef®r place for raising a

|

warm al-

about the
h must be

my work-
that | run.The rick-
rs' demand for more

‘Help for air
cargo agents
assured

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan on Saturday assured
the leaders of the Association
of Air Cargo Agents of
Bangladesh to solve their prob-
lems and to provide them all

possible help for smooth run-

ning of their business, reports
BSS.

The State Minister was

talking to a delegation of the
association headed by Rezaur

Tk 9 lakh DO
project for
quality jute

The International Jute Or-
ganisation (WJO) has launched a
new pro on "Improved Ret-
ting Extraction of Jute",
said a IWJO press release, re-
ports UNB.

The three-ye

ar project

'which will cost US dollar

895,000 is designed to im-

prove fibre quality and returns '

to the small jute producers.
The project will function
through a regional network

under [JO's coordination [
where six IJO member coun-
tries — esh, China, In- |

dia, Indonesia, Nepal and Thai-
land will take part.

Food and culture Organ-
isation of the United Nations
(FAO) will execute the project.

sh will act as the

-host of the project which will

also look for develbping
trained manpower besides the
process of retting and extrac-
tion of fibre production from
jute/kenaf plants.

The project is also ex-
pected to fincrease mutual

technical coo tion among
the jute ucing countries
through of informa-

tion and expertise, for improv-
ing productivity and returns to

the small farmers.

Children's Art
exhibition
begins today

Rainbow Film Society in co-
ration with cultural section

.u the Soviet Embassy will hold

a four-day Children's Art Ex-
hibition and Film Show from
(Monday) at Soviet Cul-
Centre on the occasion of
International Children's Day,
says a Press release.

Cole P. Dodge, Representa-
tive of UNICEF in Bangladesh
will inaugurate the exhibition
on film show as chief guest.
Egar A. Saprein, Charge d' Afl-
faires of the Soviet Embassy,
Rokonuzzaman Khan (Dada
Bhai), Humayun Zahir, Lions
District Governor, Dist. 316A

will attend as special guests.
Mahboob Jamil, President,
Federation of Film societies on
Badal Rahman, Film Dircctor
will deliver welcome specch.

Ahsan made
envoy to US

Foreign Secretary Abul Ah-
san has been appointed Bang-
ladesh Ambassador to the
United States, said an official
press release. reports UNB.

Additional Foreign Secre-
tary Riaz Rahman who has al-
ready been prometed to the
work rank of Secretary, is ex-

to succeed him.

Career diplomat Abul Ahsan
joined the Pakistan Foreign
Service in 1961 on the basis of
a competitive examination se-
curing the first position.

During his long professional
career, Ahsan held various im-
portant posts in the Foreign
service of erstwhile Pakistan
and Bangladesh at home and
abroad.

Before becoming Foreign
Secretary in 1989, he served
as the first' Secretary General
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Mrs. Umme Ayesha Khatun and her brothers justice Abdul Wadud Chowdhury and Abdul
Khaleque Chuwdhury handing over a cheque for Tk 10 lakh to the Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof M. Maniruzzaman Miah Sunday on behalf of their brother Prof. A. Latif

Chowdhury

to institute a professorial chair in the De

partment of Physics, Dhaka Umvarmty'

in the memory of his fat‘her late Abdur Rob Chowdhury Pro-VC D'r Wakil Ahmed is also

seen in the pmture

Call to arrest terrorist from campuses
Free students from influence

of political parties

kers at a seminar in
Dhaka Sunday strongly advo-
cated for freeing the student
community from the influence
of political citizens for taking
up the future leadership of the
country, reports BSS,
They also called upon the
concerned authorities to arrest
the "identified terrorists” from

the educational arena, particu- -

larly from the universities, to
frcc these sacred places from

violence and nightmare.

were taking part at a -

seminar organised in connec-

Probe into
problems of
Islamic Varsity
urged

The Islamic University
Implementation Couneil
Sunday demanded immediatc
re-opening of the university
and shifting the campus to
‘Shani-Danga Dulalpur, reports
BSS. ~

The council also demanded
constitution of a judicial en-
quiry commissfon to probe

into the causes of the existing

problems in the university.
Speaking on behalf of the

council at a press conference
at the Jatiya Press Club, Abdul
Awal Mia, an Awami League,
MP, from Kushtia, alleged that
a particular quarter had been
trying to hln:lcr the process of
makin Islamic University
a ern university like the
Al-Azhar University of Egypt,
Aligarh lslamic University of
India and Islamic University of

Malaysia.

RefBsAnall

PROGRAMME

Discussion on Zia

Jatiyatabadi Sechchhasebak
Sangathan will hold a discus-
sion meeting on the occasion
of the 10th death anniversary
of Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman today (Monday) at 4
pm at the ICMA auditorium.
Nilkhet.

Education and Cultural

| Afflairs Minister Prof A Q M

Badruddoza Chowdbury will at-
tend the meeting as the chiel
guest while lrrigation Minister
LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister and BNP
Secretary General Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Health Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusulf,
State Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources Dr
Khondakar Mosharral Hossain
and former Pro Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka University
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed will be

Seminar on Khomeni

Cultural Centre of the
Islamic Republic of lran in
Bangladesh. on the occasion of
sccond death anniversary of
Hazrat Imam Khomeni, will
hold a seminar on 'thoughts
and lfe of Iman Khomeni' on
tomorrow at 4 pm at
the auditorium of Engineers’
Institution. State Minister for
Religious Affairs Profl Abdul
Mannan will attend the semi-
nar as Mm.

) Monday

5-00 Opening announcement
recitation from Al-
Quran
Recitation from Gita
Cartoon film : Chatch
Cargo

Programme from
Bangladesh |
Education programme
TV debate
News in Bengall

5-16
5-30

i

tion with the inauguration of
the Education Week '91 by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at the Shilpakala Academy
auditorium Sunday. Prof M
Shamsul Haq, Chairman of the
University Grant Commission
presented the key-note paper
at the seminar on "education
and democracy”.

Education Secretary AN M
Eusuf chaired the morning
session of the seminar while
the afternoon session was
chaired by Dr. Abdullah Almuti
Sharfuddin, Adviser of the
Science Education Project.

The discussion on the key-
note paper in both the session
was participated, among
others by Jahanara Begum, MP,
Rashida Khatun, MP, eminent

journalist Gias Kamal Chowd-

hury, Prof. M A Bari, Begum
Khursida Khatun, Jasimuddin
Ahmed, En)reeda Shams-e-Ara

Hossain, Ruhul Quddus Kajal,
Prof Saiful Islam, Dr Mozam-
mel Haq, Director General of
Secondary and Higher Sec-
ondary Education, Dr. Khand-
ker Bazlul Haq, Dean of the
Faculty of Commerce of Dhaka
University, Prof. Abul Hossain,
Director General of
Education and Prof Abdul
Matin Mia.

Prof. Shamsul Haq in his
paper said tolerance, patrio-
tism and broad-mindedness
were the basic elements for
the flourishment of dl:nncrlucy
which could ensure “proper

education of a natinn *A
proper education en-
sure the sum':t':as cmo-

cratic process,” he said+
Gias Kamal Chowdhury said

"the muscle games in Universi-
ties cast us in doubts how the
future leaders will run the

country. ‘IH-I-H mmp-l- 1]

246BRTCbus$25

trucks condemned |

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmad Sunday directed the
officials of BRTC to improve
their performances for making
the organisation profitable one,
reports BSS,

He was addressing the
BRTC officials in Dhaka
Sunday.

The Minister was informed
that at present BRTC has in its
fleet 472 buses -and 247
trucks out of which 246 buses
and 25 trucks are condemned.

The Communications
Minister stressed the need for
immediate repair and rehabil-
itation of the repairable buses
and trucks.

He directed them to pre-

pare and submit a report im-
mediately on all BRTC proper-
ties and lands with their pre-
sent status.

Secretary of the Road and

" Road Transport Division was

present on the occasion.

Later the Minister visited
Kamlapur Railway Station and
directed the railway officials
and employees to ensure punc-
tual operation of trains.

He also visited container
depot and hospital and
expressed his dissatisfaction
for poor maintenance and di-
rected the concerned officials
for proper maintenance im-
mediately.
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Tk 2,130 cr

overdue among
223 persons

The government is commit-
ted to restore financial disci-
pline in sector by
removing all sorts of corrup-
tions, reports BSS.

This was stated by State
Minister for Finance Mazibor
Rahman while a sur-
prise visit to Janata Bank head
office Sunday.

The State Minister said,
total overdue of all the finan-
cial institutions now stood at
Taka 2,130 crore which was
distributed among 223 indi-
viduals. The financial institu-
tions which play a very vital
role in the economy can not
remain hostage to some indi-
viduals, he observed.

The minister was informed
that some dismissed cmg:z-
ces of the bank were dis -
ing the day to day banking ac-
tivities in the name of trade

unionism. The Minister as-
surcd that legal actions would

be taken against their mal-
ractices. None would be al-
owed to disturb the banking
activities by exploiting political
affiliation, he said.

The Janata Bank had dis-
bursed loans amounting to
Taka 2,972.97 crore till
December, 1990, out of which
an amount of Taka 718.27
crore is still overdue.

FAO projects
discussed

The varfous ts of on
going development projects
and technical assistance pro-
vided by the United Nations
Food and Agricultural
Organisation (FAO) to
thghdeih were reviewed at a

meeting between the State
Minister for Food Nazmul Huda
and FAO representative in

Bangladesh Peter John Meyer
on Saturday, reports BSS,

The meeting also discussed
the food movement manage-
ment to ensure food supply at
the different parts of the coun-
try including the remote areas.

Seminar on
engineering
edn June 6

The Teachers Association of
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) will hold two-day sem-
inar on "Engineering Educa-
tion for Technology Develop-
ment” from June 6, says a
Press release.

Besides topics like curric- |
ula, teaching methods and ex-
amination system, the seminar
will cover other themes such
as the application of engineer-
ing education in practice and
its evaluation, role of engineer-
ing education in industrial de-
velopment and the future of
engineering education in the
2 1st century.

The seminar will be held at
the seminar hall of the Civil

Engineering Faculty at 9 am.
The Vice-Chancellor of BUET

Prof Dr. Md. Shajahan will be

the chief guest at seminar.
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