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DownN 1O EARTH
Boats to replace automobiles in city
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Cou boats will soon re-
place automobiles in the
streets of metropolitan city
during monsoon. The boats
will carry passengers and
cargo and enter straight into
ground floors of buildings.

Hall a decade ago a senior

engineer of the then drainage
division of the Public Health
Engineering (PHE) made this
observation.To some engi-
neer's remark sounded like a
joke. But now the townspeople
find it to be an understate-
ment.
Tuesday's rain fall, recorded
at five inches, caused serioys
water logging in many parts of
the metropolis. At dawn on
Wednesday people were found
wading through waist-deep wa-
ter with houschold affects and
children -on their laps in
secarch of safer places as the
dwellings were inundated.

The worst-affected arcas
included Shantinagar,
Khilgaon, Rajarbagh. Naya
Paltan, Sahjahanpur,
Nazimuddin Road and Alauddin
Road, Nimtali, New Market,
Old Airport Road and parts of
Gandaria.

The discharge of accumu-
lated water was so slow that
many residents who left their
submerged dwellings early
morning could not return

ome till late in the evening
Most of the residents, how-
ever. stayed on makeshit
machans in some submerged
places.

The situation has caused
widespread concern among
the city- dwellers. Monsoon is
yet 1o set in. If the rainfall last-
ing only two and = half hours
can create this type of water

it is y's guess as
to what will happen during
incessant spells of rain in the
Bangla months of Ashar and
Sraban. .

Unless emergency steps are
taken immediately most of the

city areas are likely to remain
under waist to chest-deep wa-
ter following continuous rain
in monsoon.
Unsound p thought-
less filling of natural outlets
and total negligence over the
years to develop a proper
drainage system for the fast-
expanding metropolis have

now resulted in stagnation of
waler never seen before,

Zia : Nationalist spirit |

From Page 1 Col. 4
Academy in the afternoon.
Prime Minister Begum Zia at-
tended the meeting while
Education Minister Prof
Badruddoza Choudhury, LGRD
Minister and BNP Secretary
General Abdus Salam Talukder,
Editor of the dally Ittefaq,

Akhter-ul-Alam, Editor of the -

Dainik Bangla. Ahmed
Humayun, former pro-Vice-
Chancellor of = Dhaka
Um'vcrti?h Dr Emajuddin
Ahmed, former president of
Muktijoddha  Sangsad.
Mahfuzur Rahman and JASAS
leaders Jahid Hassan Chunnu
and MA Malek took part in the
discussion. JASAS chiel
Khurshid Ali Mollah presided.
. The g¢speakers said
President Zia played a historic
role at a crucial hour of the
nation and stressed the need
for carrying on his develop-
ment-oriented programmes to
‘acheive the cherished . goal of
last nine years' struggle against
autocracy. |

Prof Badruddoza Choudhury
said Zia inspired the people by
ftroducing . nationalist politics
which stood the test of time.
Deep patriotism led the great
leader to proclaim indepen-
dence, wage liberation war and
take over state power at a cru-
ctal timé of the nation, he ob-
served.

Prof .Choudhury said the
present Government must
complete Zia's unfinished
tasks being inspired by his
ideals.

Terming BNP's victory In
the February 27 elections as
success of nationalist politics,
Salam Talukder coutioned the

By Khalilur Rahman
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Coordination among the de-
velopmen} agencies is virtually
non-existent. As a result com-
pletion of a road or any other
complex in the city further ag-
gravates inadequate arrange-
ments for flushing out of stag-
nant water.

Let us cite one example.
The 100-feet-wide highway.
known as Viswa from
Syedabad at Jatrabari up to
Tongi- via Malibagh railway
crossing in the city has been
opened to traffic this year. The
road has already cost about
Taka 42 crore.

The Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartipakkha (RAJUK]).
formerly known as Dhaka
Improvement Trust (DIT) has
scaled the culvert of the Dhaka
Water Supply and Sewerage

Authority (WASA) at Malibagh
point in course of construction

of the Viswa Road.

Instead. the RAJUK has
placed narrow-diameter pipes
four feet above the closed
WASA culvert. This has, in
turn, caused severe water log-
ging in Khilgaon, Malibagh and
other adjoining areas because
the rain water did not on
the other side of the Viswa

Road till the stagnation
reached the level of drainage
pipes.

By the time rain water
touched the pipes the whole
neigh was inundated.

At Khilgaon, Tuesday’'s rain
caused heavy waterlogging and
it was about to inundate
ground floors of most of the
houses. Previously there was
no stagnation of water other
than during a flood. This time
the Viswa Road has caused
such a sftuation.

Before construction of this
most vital thoroughfare
RAJUK, WASA, Municipality.
Public Health Engineering
(PHE) and other related devel-
opment ncies could sit to-
gether and examine all aspects
of public interest. Now fresh
proviston for quick disposal of
rain and flood water must be

- made and for that extra money

will be needed which could be
avoided had there been ar-
rangements at the beginning of
the construction of the road.

In another case, the -
ernment of ousted President
HM Ershad hastily drew up a

plan for developing a huge

people against national and in-
ternational conspiracies
against the nationalist forces.

Dr Emajuddin pointed out ,
that Zia's fundamental contri-
bution to the national politics
was the policy of national de-
velopment through mass par-
ticipation. He did not believe
in imposing anything on the
people, he added.

Akhter-ul-Alam pointed out
that President Zia reflected
through his politics people's
nationalist spirit .in the 70s
what the world leaders did in
the 90s. He also warned the
people against the enemies of
democracy.

Ahmed Humayun said Zia
gave the nation a democratic
system.

Leaders of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) placed
wreaths and offered fathea at
the mazar of President Zia,

The JCD leaders along with
the leaders of the Dhaka
University Central Students’
Union (DUCSU) leaders also
attended a milad mahfil at the
mazar premises.

Later the JCD held a rally
near the Arts Faculty building

which was addressed by JCD
joint convenor Fajll Haq
Milon, DUCSU AGS?»

Nazimuddin Alam and Habib-
un-Nabi Sohel,
' Speakers at the rally said

President Zia was a nationalist
leader, reformer, and dedi-
cated freedom fighter.
Recalling his contributions the
‘speakers ' said Zia worked
ceaselessly for the economic
emancipation of commonman
during lifetime.
Our Narayangan|

sports complex at Aram in
Motijheel and quickly filled up
the wide canal which existed
there for over a century. In the
absence of this outlet
and large parts of
Motijheel Commercial Area
become inundated even after a
moderate shower. |

Old records available with
the Dhaka City Corporation
(municipality) suggest that as
many as 13 canals which
flowed through the town hav-
ing their outlets in the rivers
Buriganga. Balu, Sitalakhya and
Turag are now virtually non-ex-
istent.

Over the years these have
cither been [illed up for devel-
opment work by the govern-
ment or heavily encroached
upon by the members of the
public.

All these canals quickly
flushed out rain and flood wa-
ter into the rivers from the,
city.

The biggest canal. the fa-
mous Dolai Khal. built cen-
turies ago during the Mughal
rule does not exist now. Only a
small portion of it is seen
flowing below the Walter
bridge. popularly known as lo-
har pool at Sutrapur.

Over three decades ago this
canal which not only drained
out rain and flood water but
served as the most useful wa-
terbody to carry cargo by boats
to distant places. within and
outside the city. was filled up.
There was public protest but
the authority was adaTant and
filled up Dolai Khal.

That the first organised
cffort to #ill up a natural outlet.
The action was later followed
by the successive governments
and one after<anbther the
canals and di 's in and
around the metropolis were
filled up.

. During the nine-year rule of
deposed President HM Ershad
many other canals and outlets
were either drastically nar-
rowed down or totally scaled
up in the name of development
further worsening the situa-

tion.

An official of WASA told The
Daily Star that they have in-
herited a broken down
drainage system and it is too
difficult to maintain. The result
is undoubtedly public sulfer-
ings. he added.

Correspondent reports : Day-
long Quran khwani, milad
mahfil, feeding of the destitute
were at the local BNP
office. Besides, a discussion
meeting was also held.
Jannatul Ferdous chaired the
mecting.

JCD factions
clash in
Kishoreganj

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, May 30: Six
persons were injured when
two. groups of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal clashed in the
town this evening.

Of the injured, Vice
President of Gurudayal
Government College Students
Union Khaled Saifullah Sohel,
Abu Hanif and Abdullah Al-
Mamun Farid were admitted «
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.

They were first admitted to
Kishoregan) Sadar Hospital but
were rushed to Mymensingh as
their condition deteriorated.

Faizur Rahman Ralig and
Rafiqul Islam Dulal were ad-
mitted to Kishoreganj Sadar
Hospital. Khadimuzzaman was
given first aid.

Kaifu allows
rice imports

TOKYO, May 30: Prime
Minister Toshiki Kaifu has de-
cided to allow rice imports,

conceding to demands from

the United States and other
countries, a newspaper re-

ported Thursday, says AP.
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Appellate Division hears
Ershad’s prayer Sunday

By Staff Correspondent
The Appellate Division of judgement Ershad made a
the Supreme Court has refixed - titlon leaving the appeal to the
the date for hearing Ershad’s Division.
arms case transfer petition on The Division fixed
June 2 (Sunday). the date of the case
The four-judge Appellate on May 30. But the

Division of the Supreme Court
comprising Justice M H Rah-
man, Justice ATM Afzal, Jus-

rsday but due to
delay in the p of the
judgement of the
Diviston which was ready on

Wednesday evening. the
Supreme Court, refixed the
date hrhuh'tihu—l.
Deposed President Ershad
had invoked the of
transfer of the arms case alleg-
ing that he would not get
fatr trial at the Special Tri-

The High Court Division
Bench disposed of the case on
May 22 saying that the allega-

‘tions against the Tribunal

judge were baseless.

Immediately after the

followed the conventional
practice of showing respect to
the upper court.

The start of the trial of this
arms case was also delayed
when Ershad did not attend
the Tribunal en March 26 be-
cause of his {liness.

Prior to that Ershad had
made an attempt to quash his
trial, on charges of possessing
llegal arms. tin the High Court.

' Communal pdlit_ics -

From Page 1 Col. §

Quamruzzaman Ansari, Presi-
dent and General Secretary re-
spectively of the organisation's
Dhaka University unit.

Speakers at the rally said
that vested quarters had
hatched a conspiracy to reha-
bilitate the ‘anti liberation
forces’ in the name of
initiative, which the students
of the university resisted.

said the constitution
of a judicial probe body into
the matter once again proved
the BNP as an associate of the
anti-liberation forces, which
was carlier proved by the.de-
cision to withdraw the ban on
communal politics,

The JCL was addressed
by Kader Sarkar, Wahiduzza-
man Chan and Pankaz Nath.

Speakers at the rally de-
manded withdrawal of the
cases flled nst some of the
student leaders by the Jamaat-

e-Islami and s resented
the raid launched by police at
the residences of some of the

student leaders including Ja-

Jhangir Sattar Tinku.

The BCU rally was ad-
dressed by Sazzad Jahir Chan-
dan and Ahmed Shaheen

Jewel.
They said the le of
Bangladesh fought ar of

Liberation to root out commu-
nalism and communal politics
from the country. But the
communal forces once
surfaced with the help of 'anti-
liberation forces’, they added.
The speakers called upon

the to resist them.

FE:OECL (N-S) rally was ad-
dressed by Roknuzzaman
Rokon. He demanded imme-
diate arrest of the accused
murderers of Dr Shamsul Alam
Khan Milon and criticised the
vice-Chancellor of the Dhaka
University for inviting Maulana:
Nizami.

CUTA resents

Dr M Akhtaruzzaman and
Prof Golam Samdani Quraeshi,

Aid pledge
From Page 1 Col. 5

the establishment eof a
democratic government, a
comfortable foreign exchange
position and the stron

support of the internationa

community would now provide
a window of u?ortunlty to
move forward decisively to
address Bangladesh's long-
term development needs.

The World Bank, IMF, ADB,
USA. UK, Japan and all other
donors congratulated the gov-
ernment on its success in
maintaining macro-economic
stability despite the extreme
difficulties caused by the Gulf
crisis and the devastating cy-
clone. The meeting also en-
dorsed the governments policy
of eliminating waste ineffi-
ciency and corruption, the
measures taken to recover out-
standing loans and pro-

mmes to improve the fi-
nancial position of PDB, railway
and other organisations.

They also ‘expressed satis-
faction at the government's
‘commitment to generatc morc
domestic resources to make
the economy increasingly self-
reliant.

A six-member delegation
led by the Minister for Finance
and Planning M Saifur Rahman
represented Bangladesh in the

meeting. _

The minister addressed the
meeting on the first day’s ses-
sion yesterday while, respond-
ing to the various statements
made by the participants the
minister said that the priority
of the government was to alle-
viate the condition of the dis-
advantaged people of

Side by side with eflorts to
improve macro-economic
management and implement
structural reform the govern-
ment would make all out effort
to remove corruption and
establish rule of law and social
justice, he added.

President and General Secre-

respectively of Bangladesh
College-University Teachers'
Association in a statement
Thursday strongly resented
the inviting of Maulana Nizami
to the peace- initiative-meet-

They termed the invitation
as an attempt to rehabilitate
‘anti-liberation forces’ and said
it was an insult to the
who had laid their ltves in the
Liberation War.

They held the Vice-Chan-
cellor responstble for the inci-
dént/and called upon all to
move unitedly against the anti-
liberation forces.

Sirajgan) UZ
chairman
assaulted

SIRAJGANJ, May 30:
Chairman of Sadar upazila of
the district was manhandled
today by some contractors for
reported harassment by the
administration, reports UNB.

Tand T

From Page | Col. 8
tained serious injuries during
the clash and were admitted at
the hospital are Md Shafique,
Md Abu Bashar, Md Mujibur
Rahman. Jasimuddin and
Shipon. belonging to
Karmachari Parishad. Fifteen
others were given first aid.

Police intervened during
the clash to b the situation
under control. contacted
last night, Ramna police said
four persons, Malek Bhuiyan,
Malek Majumder, Hazrat Ali
and Hamid., were arrested
from the spot.

adaripur

From Page 1 Col. 6
blamed JCD for the clash. They
said a group of JCD activists,
equipped with sticks and
knives, attacked a Chhatra
League procession at the col-
lege compound this morning
during a campaigning for col-
lege students’ union election.

Aslam, a worker of Chhatra
League, was rushed to Barisal
Medical College Hospital with
serious injuries while another.
Chhatra League worker Mostaia
was admitted to the local
Sadar Hospital

The attackers also ran-
sacked the district Awami
League office and some shops
at Puran Bazar in the town, the
Chhatra League lcaders said.

In Dhaka, Chhatra League
President Shah Alam and
General Secretary Ashim
Kumar Ukil have condemned
what they said the unprovoked
attack on their procession.

In a joint statement, they
demanded of the authorities to

give exemplary punishment to
the attackers and restore

normalcy in the college.
Disaster
From Page 1 Col. 7
Vice-Chancellor of
ladesh University of Engin-
eering and Technology
(BUET), Dr Mohammed
Shahjahan, said major
hit sh every m?r

four years. He said f

cyclonﬂh:
in the October to December

Giving statistics of major
cyclones in the last 200 yecars
Dr Shahjahan said 21 out of 43
major cyclones In this period

hit the coast.

Barrister Syed Istlaque
Ahmed said modern technol-
ogy should be employed In

hn:u::ﬁ cyclones.
He government should
take up effective disaster pre-

vention plans.

Professor Nazrul Islam of
the Dhaka University
Geography Department also
spoke on the occasion.

is high
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Mob attacks WDB

engineer’s office
at Moulvibazar

MOULVIBAZAR. 30: A
erowd of angry
ransacked the

today
of he Ex-

ecutive Engineer-l of the Wa-
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The embankment
covers a command

which
area of

required to vepair the em-

‘bankment

The officers and staff of the
Executive Engincers’ office are
their days in a condi-

tion of insecurity after the
sudden attack was made this

nNoo.
Writ rejected
- From Page 1 Col. 8

establishment and/or news
agencies could have been ag-
grieved by the impugned
award of the Fourth Wage
Board but no direct and per-
sonal Interest of the peti-
tioner, BSP has been adversely
affected by the award.

The court, therefore, did

| not consider BSP as compe-

tent to flle a writ petition and
invoke the extraordi wril
jurisdiction under Article 102

_of the Constitution.

In delivering the judgement
the court considered numer-
ous decisions cited and placed
before the court on the ques-
tion of locus standi by the
learned lawyers, representing
unions of journalists and press
workers and BSP.

Khondker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed with Zainul Abedin ap-
peared for l?e petitioner BEI-!',

A R Yusuf, Akhtar Imam. Md
Khalequzzaman and 8k Habib-
ul-Alam appeared for the re-
spondents Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUJ), Bangladesh
Newspapers Press Workers
Federation (BNPWF) and
Bangladesh Newspapers
Employees Federation (BNEF).

Abdul Wadud Bhulyan,
Additional Attorney General,
with Syed JR Modasser
Hossain, Deputy Attorney
General, appeared for the
Ministry of Information.

Nizami's attackers
From Page 1 Col. 5

the violent attackers. it said
adding that even after publish-
ing the name and pictures of
the attackers. they have not
yet been arrested. and were is-
suing provocative statements.
Several ministers and MPs
on Thursday visited Ibne Sina
clinic to inquire about the
condition of Maulana Nizami.
They include Minister for
Shipping M K Anwar. State
Minister for religious Affairs
Prof Abdul Mannan, State Min-
ister for Energy and Mineral
Resources Dr Mosharral Hos-
sain, Md Abdullah, a DBNP
Member of Parliament and A S
M Firoz, MP of Awami League.
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been
Cap

taken to hospital in an outbreak of cholera In Lpe-
ftal of the north Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. ~™
said on Thursday. reports Reuter -

cused
AFP.

Minister Bob Hawke government officials said ate
. The announceggnent came after spokesmen for Hawke
Deputy Prime Minister Pal Kea
each other of treachery

said the two men had ac
breaking promises report

"
1

Rajiv's securi

From Page 1 Col. 4

Congress (1) e

A senior opposition leader
today went on an  indefinite
fast to protest violence in the
southern state of Andhra
Pradesh. N T Rana Rao,
chairman of the National Front

uping five parties including

‘gt close.” sasd one of the

guards. adding that the killing
of Gandhi would now end the
practice of garlanding high-
risk VIPs in India at expose
sites. .
GCandhi, under instructi
o avoid disorderly situatic
ignored the ruies and wall

ormer premier V P Singh's towards the dais through t
Janata Dal. launched the fast at crowd assembled for an :Ij
a busy public place in tion rally. they said
Hyderabad. Andhra Pradesh's Suspected Sikh milita
capital murdered a Hindu politie 1
today in Punjab as
Rajiv broke rules violence left another Ig

Indian police commandos
assigned to guard Gandhi say
his assassin succeeded because
the former prime minister
broke strict security rules dur-
ing the last few days of his life.

Five of the six bodyguards,
or personal security officers
(PSO), who were present dur-
ing the May 2| assassination
survived the bomb attack.

Interviewed while travelling
with Gandhi's widow. Sonia. o
Allahabad with his ashes, they
said the former premier who
had survived two assassination
attempts since 1985 could
have escaped the third if he
had listened to his security ad-
visors.

"During his last few days he
used to get irritated when we
would stop someone trying to

dead elsewhere in the troub
north Indian state, report
saic].
* Two young Sikhs drove to
the house of Vijay Ku
Gupta, a senior member of
Hindu revivalist BJP,
revolver against his ear .lltlli4
shot him through the head,
BJP officials here said. I
The murder took place
Chandigarh. the joint capital
Punjab and Haryana states. |
The attack on Gupta, 40, a
former secretary of the BJP's
Chandigarh chapter, was wit-
nessed by his daughter and
son. the news agency said. h
The BJP oppose the Sikh
campaign for a homeland in
Punjab and has lost several of
its middle-ranking leaders in

scparatist violence. :

| Award implementaﬁdn |

From Page | Col. R
the award inoperative and

thereby deprive the journal-
ists, press workers and gen-
eral employees of their legiti-
mate dues.

The legitimate rights of the
working journalists, press
workers and general employ-
ees had been established with
the rejection of the writ peti-
tion of BSP by the Division
Bench of the High Court, they
said.

Calling upon the owners to

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Karmachari Federation [BSKF).

. Rally tomorrow
¢ Meanwhile, a joint rally
the working journalists, p
workers and general
ecs will be held tomo
(Saturday) at 10 a m at
National Press Club premises
to press home the demands
for implementation of the
Wage Board Award.

The union lcaders called
upon all concerned to attend

the rally which will be followed

implement the awards without
by a procession.

further delay, the leaders said
that the owners would be re-
sponsible for any undesirable
situation in the industry in
case they (owners) adopted
any dilly-dallying tactics in im-
plementing the awards .

The signatories of
statement include: Reazuddin

In another press release
Dhaka Union of Journalists had
requested all Unit Chiefs of the
Union to take effective mea-
sures for realisation of the |
Wage Board Award with retro-

the  goective effect in their respec-

Ahmed and Amanullah Kabir, gy _
President and Secretary

General of rederal - [anka declares
Union of Journalists (BFUJ), . . .
Zahirul Huq and Ruhul Amin Bnt_]gh enVOy

Gazi, President and General
Secretary of Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ), Fazle Imam
and Bazlur Rahman Milon,
President and Secretar

General of the Banglades

Sangbadpatra Press Sramik
Federation and Jahangir Kabir
and Mir Mozammel, President
and Secretary General of

persona non grata

COLOMBO., May 30: Sri
Lanka has declared the British
High Cammissioner (Amba-
ssador), David Glad-stone,
persona "wn grata, the Syl

" Lanksn government said today.
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