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9,325 Posts of Teachers
Lying Vacant

total of 9,325 posts ol
teachers are now lying
vacant in government
schools and colleges of the
country. 4533 and 2099 posts
of teachers are lying vacant in
and sccondary schools

and 2693 others in collcges.
Education Minister Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury stated
this in the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parllament) during its first
session which was concluded

on May 15.

Replying to a question from
Sheikh Harunur Rashid ol
Bangladesh Awami League he
said that recruitments against
vacant posts of lecturers will
be made through the Public
Service Commission. The
Commission has taken steps in
this regard. The vacant posis
will be filled as and when a lisl

O Methods of commun-
ication planning
edited by John Middleton
and Dan J. Wedeemeyer

(Monographs on comm-
unication planning. 3)

1985, 487 pp.. figs., tables

ISBN 92-3-102112-5

100 FF

This is a book for communi-
cation planners engaged in the
process of creating. allocating
and using communication re-
sources to achieve social and
econnomic goals. [t defines
‘communication planning’ both
from current real-world expe-
rience and from a conceptual
point of view, and describes a
wide range of planning
methods that are useful for
communication planners
working with different types of
communication systems. The
book reviews five essential
elements of planning
identified as fundamental to all
planning processes: analysis,
strategy development,
decision, action and learning.

O The new international
economic order: links between
economics and communication

by Breda Pavlic and Cees J.
Hamelink

(Reports and papers on
mass communication, 98)

1985, 65 pp.. tables

ISBN 92-3-102311-X

20 FF
An analysis of the relation-
ship between a new interna-
tional economic order, the
steps taken towards its imple-
mentation. the various shifts
and deepening of perspective
that have been observed, this
book attempts to define more
clearly the contribution that
linformation and commu-
nication can make towards the
establishment of a new
economic order.

O Sound production: tech-
nical notes for the non-
technician
by Michael Roberts
(Monographs on
communication technology and
utilization, 8)
1986, xi+178 pp.. figs.. ta-
bles
| ISBN 92-3-102299-7
46 FF
The significance of the
|thickness of glass panes in a
studio...the advantage of a
three-head over a two-head
tape-recorder...when rigid
technical specifications can be
relaxed without sacrificing
programme quality...when
xpensive equipment is worth
the investment. These are
among the many problems
faced by prospective studio
planners. And these are some
{ the questions that this
monograph sceks Lo answer in
imple language. easily
understood by the non-
technician with only a minimal
kground in physics. mathe-
matics or electronics.

O Technology transfer and

edited by Alan Hancock
(Monographs on

mmunication planning. 4)
1984, 385 pp..

ISBN 92-3-102176-1

65 FF

A collection of essays which
eals not only with

communication technologies,
ut models of programme
evelopment, offering as key
case-studies: broadcasting in
India and the Andean
countries; the United Kingdom
as a source of broadcasting
technology; the transfer of
Sesame Street to Latin
America: radio programming
in Thailand. Examining such
factors as colonial influences,
commercial manufacturers,
external media corporations
and transnational corporations;
it tries to chart a course
towards self-sufficiency,
especially in the development
of local technological forms.

of selected candidates will be
available.

In reply to a question from
M Akbar Ali of BNP he said the
vacant posts of assistant pro-

fessors, associate prolessors
and professors will be filled

through promotion, he said.

Dr Chowdhury said steps
were underway to recruit
teachers against the vacancics
in primary and secondary
schools.

Answering another queslion
from Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury of National
Democralic Party the
Education Minister said the
government has a plan lo sel
up 4032 new primary schools
all over the country during the
Fourth Five Year Plan period.

edited by Manuel Alvarado
1988, xiii+ 328 pp., tables
ISBN 92-3-102521-X
225 FF
Co-publication: John Libbey.
London/Unesco. John Libbey
has exclusive sales rights in
the UK

A study of the global
distribution of video hardware
and software which presents a
unique body of data and should
be of enormous use to those
with a professional, commer-
cial and academic interest in
the future of video. Never
before has so much
information about video been
brought together in a single
volume.

O The vigilant press:
collection of case studies
(Reports and papers on
mass communication, 103)
1989,116 pp., tables,
ISBN 92-3-102623-2
38
Covers a variety of areas
relevant to the international
debate on freedom of expres-
ston and information.

O Violence and terror in
the mass media

by George Gerbner

(Reports and papers on
mass communication, 102)

1989, 45 pp.. tables
ISBN 92-3-102603-8
20 FF
A report which reviews re-
scarch on policies that guide
depictions of violence and ter-
ror in the media, their extent
and nature. It also examines
public exposure to such
content and its consequences
for thinking. action, and

policy.

O Women and media
decision-making: the invisible
barriers

1987.121pp.. tables

ISBN 92-3-102505-8

38 FF

Contains case studies on

professional women in broad-

casting in five countries:
Canada. Egypt. Ecuador, India

and Nigeria.

0 World communication
report

1989, 576 pp.
ISBN 92-3-102628-3
345 FF
World communication re-
port, an initiative of Unesco’s
International Programme for
the Development of
Communication (IPDC). is a
global survey of communication
development; a wide-ranging,
factual report, it is designed as
a reference tool for policy-
makers, planners and
practitioners.

0 Communication in the
commumity

An international study on
the role of the mass media in
scven communities

(Reports and papers on
mass communication, special
issue)

1982, 85 pp., figs., tables

ISBN

14 FF

by A. Hancock

(Monographs on commu-
nication planning, 2)

1980, 198 pp., illus.

ISBN 92-3-101786-1

40 FF

O Community communic-
ations

The role ol community me-
dia in development

by Frances J. Berrigan, May
1979

(Reports and papers on
mass communication, 90)

1981, 50 pp.

ISBN 92-3-101771-3

92-3-101679-2 |
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Out of the total new schools
o be set up, 1152 will be in
Chittagong division. New
schools will be set up iIn
‘unschooled arecas’ on the basis
of recommendations of the

Schools Mapping Programme,
he said. :

The Education Minister
said that there are 662 private
colleges, 10,258 private sec-

ondary schools and 5773 pri-
vate madrashas in the country.

Replying to a question put
by Md Abdus Sahid of
Bangladesh Awami League he
said that teachers of 597 pri-
vate colleges, 9827 privale
secondary schools and 4767
private madrashas are getting
70 per cent of their salary, and
20 per cent dearness al-

lowance from the ment.

of similar benefits to
teachers of the remaining pri-
vately schools, col-
leges and madrashas arc under
consideration of the govern-
ment, he said.

lie informed the House that

government has no plan to
nationalise private schools,
colleges and madrashas. At
present there are 297 m-
ment secondary schools, 10
government higher secondary
schools, and 196 government

colleges.

another question
he info the Parliament

that between 1982 and 1990
1168 primary schools, 122
secondary schools and 108
colleges were nationalised.

'Ready By 1995

The Khulna University
Project is expected to be com-
pleted by June 1995, accord-
ing to project document,
Education Minister Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury has
said.

A master plan and ,an
architectural plan of buildings
of the university have been ap-
proved. Construction of a sec-
ond floor on the abandoned
building of Radio Bangladesh is
in progress.

The Education Minister in-
form the parliament during its
recent session that the con-
struction of an academic build-
ing and a hall (student dormi-
tory) has also been undertaken.
He was answering to a ques-

Star Report

tion from AL
Salahuddin Yusuf.

Shahjalal University

He said that the govern-
ment has sanctioned an
amount of Taka 96 crore for
the Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology since
the 1986-87 (iscal year when
construction works started.

member

Admission of students to
the university was started from
the current (1990-91) year. So
far classes have been started in
four disciplines Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics,
Statistics and Economics.

At the moment there is no
plan to offer course in any new

The Education Minister
told the Parllament that the
government has started
preparatory works for imple-
menting the Compulsory
:‘ Education Act of 1990
rom current . An im-
plementation ul{c:unitmu
cell has been opened under
the Ministry of Education for

the purpose.

Replying to a question from
Principal Nazrul Islam of
Awami League he said that
steps have been taken to pay
honorarfum to four teachers
each of 6426 registered pri-
mary schools from January to
Decembes 1991 at the rate of
Taka 500 per teacher per
month in keeping with the
provisions of Compulsory
Primary Education Act

discipline. However, seven
schools of studies will be
opened under the university in
future, and under those
schools many new courses will
be offered.

The schools to be opened
under the university will in-

clude : a School of Physical
Sciences, School of Life
Sciences, culture and

Technology; School of Social
Sciences,

Management and

Business Administration; and
an

Institute of Modern
Languages, the minister said in
reply to questions put by
Ebadur Rahman Chowdhury

and Nowab Abbas Ali Khan of
Jatfya Party.
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Dhaka University student of Pharmacy attending a practical class
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Microcomputers Support New
Forms of Literacy

N a century of almost

continuous technological

innovation affecting all
the major media of human
communication, the last
decade has been particularly
marked by rapid and striking
developments in
telecommunications and the
power and cost-effectiveness
of computers. Until recently,
the inculcation of reading and
writing skills has been the
pre-eminent and unchallenged
objective of almast all pro-
grammes of basic education
the world over, but it i{s natural
that sophisticated technical
developments should prompt
some reflection about the fu-
ture significance of literacy, for
both individuals and societies.

Among the many issues that
arise, we can usefully concen-
trate our attention, in turn, on
three. Do “traditional” literacy
and the medium of print retain
their importance in the face of
competition from new modes
of transmitting information,
and if so, how will they be al-
tered? What degree of change
is likely to take place in the
level and spread of skills
constituting literacy? Should
the new miedia be seen as be-
nign and potentially democra-
tizing forces, or as sinister
additions to the armouries of
already powerful elites and bu-
reaucracies? We can simplify
our task some-what by select-
ing the impact of the personal
computer on literacy as the
main example under scrutiny.

Before tackling these spe-
cific questions, there are lwo
preliminary considerations of a
general kind. The first is an
obstacle to sound mamnin%
that must be removed. Many o
the forecasts and scenarios
that are being dispensed by
contemporary commentators
contain a debilitating flaw in
their analysis. They assume
that the new technologies
usher in a set of predeter-
mined social and economic
co uences that are univer-
sal and irresistible— and as-
sumption often referred to as
"technological determinism.”

Many of the scenarios,
whether optimistic or. pes-
simistic in tone, consist of the
extrapolation and generaliza-
tion of trends from a particular
technical development in a
particular society. In predict-
ing what will happen when
that techno emerges in, or
is transfe to, other soci-
eties, little or no allowance is
made for the mediation of local
economic, political and social

‘actions is at

processes.

The second consideration
relates to literacy itsell. Liter-
acy is not a unified skill but a
plurality of different capacities.
A pedant would insist that we
speak always of "literacies” in
an effort to accommodate the
fact, for example, that people
"literate” by all of the conven-
tional benchmarks may never-
theless not be able to read or
write in "foreign” languages, or
even use many of the specialist
applications of writing and
print available in their own
natural language (for example,
notations for music or chemi-
cal compounds, phonetic al-
phabets, proof-reading marks,
maps, timetables, engineering
plans, meta-languages for logi-
cal, mathematical or comput-
ing pu s).

gogmrg??hc indirect impacts
of new technologies is that
they alter prevailing social def-
initions of the skills {(and the
level of the skills) that consti-
tute literacy. It is important
clearly to distinguish improv-
ing of declining rates of liter-
acy from shifts in the way in
which it is being conceived
and defined.

Let us now take up the
question of the durability of
traditional literacy. One reli-
able measure of its continued
importance is the level ol con-
sumption of printed paper,
which has shown steady in-
creases in both developed and
developing societies over the
past decade. Partly through its
close connection with tech-
niques of bureaucratic organi-
zation and project manage-
ment, the incorporation of
reading and writing into all

‘spheres of life and into a vast

assortment of mundane trans-
work on a global
scale. The situation is broadly
similar for "serious” writing
and publication. Despite the
forecasts that have been re-

tedly made over the last

ifty years concerning the
imminent eclipse of “book cul-
tures”, Lhe statistics show that
the market for conventionally

works has held up in
the face of the expansion of
ostensibly "rival” media such as
recorded music, television and

Drudgery of writing to go

There are several reasons .

for viewing the advent of mmi-

cro-computers as an important
support for the literacy/print
combination. The potential of
this kind of equipment as a lit-
eracy aid, mainly within the

Kenneth Levine

framework of conventional
schooling, has been ed
for some years. Unfortunately,
the first generations of com-
puter software for use in liter-
acy training were, in general,
pedestrian in conception, of-
fering little more than drill
exercises on a display screen
rather than on paper. The
greatest contribution to liter-
acy studies so far has come
from word processing software
which has eliminated much of
the drudgery associated in the
past with the creation of
finely-tuned and error-free
texts, allowing the novice and
the experienced author alike
to concentrate on the creative
process and to experiment
freely.

Spelling checkers, now
often integrated with word
processing software, represent
a useful half-way house on the
road to high-level literacy: they
allow the learner to eliminate
errors (and mistypes) that
would, if uncorrected, detract
from the polish and authority
of the resulting text. In future,
grammar and style checkers
will extend this kind of facility,

‘although at present they are

ABU DHABI (AFP) : After ab-
senteeism, glue sniffing and
juvenile delinquency, schools
in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) are facing a new prob-
lem — buzzing ielephone

F-#I!* -
The education ministry says

The use of pagers, pu'rlahln:
that alert their owners

their cars, and there are plans
to introduce screen (tele-
phones.

Apart from the noise. pagers
are also forcing students to
leave class. Many students have

generally crude and unreliable.
As significantly more powerful
hardware and software become
available, the quality of such
aids will improve drastically.
Many creative possibilities are
also opened up by the way in
which the micro-computer can
be used as the heart of a
"hypermedia® system— that is
to say, as the device that con-
trols the generation of a
"performance” involving text,

graphics and sound that is
structured interactively ac-
cording to the responses of
the learner to the programme.

New ways of learning

The linking of micro-com-
puters to telecomunications
networks is another area of
immense potential, particu-
larly for the study of foreign
languages. Pupils can send
mes to their pecrs across
continents quickly and rela-
tively cheaply, adding spice
and interest to language stud-
jes and frequently providing
the contacts that lead to col-
laboration on projects and ex-
changes of personnel. This
kind of T“electronic malil”,

which involves and amalgam of
the characteristics of lace to
face interaction, telephone
contact and letter writing, has
the hallmarks of a distinctive
medium of communication
with a unique blend of inti-
macy, informality and distance.

One of the most important
characteristics of these latter
developments is that they
promote a participative form of
learning; they permit (and fre-
quently require) the leamer to
have a pro-active role in deci-
sions about how the pedagogic
project is to be approached,
and they are generally congru-
ent with a philosophy of
releasing the learning process,
as far as possible, from the
physical boundaries of any
specific educational institution.

The next issue concerning
possible changes in Lhe con-
stituent skills of literacy is an
important one with two prin-
cipal aspects. The first is that
change in the print-bearing
medium does directly alter the
character of reading and writ-
ing skills, but in most cases,
only at the margins. Thus, to
the extent that micro-comput-
ers become standard class-

Telephone Pager; lE’ose
Problem to UAE Schools

been asking [or permission to
use their car phones to re-
spond to the bleep, Ms. Aisha
said.

She said the problem would
be discussed with parents.

But an Education Ministry
official said they could not stop
the students from :ana]i:ng

because many of them
come with good reasons for
keeping the device.

Second Rate Education
in United States ?

WASHINGTON (Reuter) : A

second rate educational system |

is the most serfous long term
problem facing the US econ-
omy President George Bush's
top ecconomic adviser said re-
cently.

The Council of Economic
Advisers annual report said US
s ty Napesaetep

by
produc-

know.," Michael Bosking,
chairman of the council, told a
news conference at which he
presented the report.

If they do not continue to
learn as much or more as their
peers abroad, they won't be
able to earn more than their
peers abroad in the future.
Boskin said.

He said education was the
most important long run
problem because a high quality
workforce would be the single
most important fact determin-
ing the health of the American
economy on average two o
three decades from now.

in their report, the White
House econamic advisers took
the unusual step of devoting a

separate chapter to education.

They said high school stu
dents were consistently per-

forming far below their fore
counterparts especially |
thetr knowledge of mathemat-
ics and science.

Even the best US studen
do not compare favourably wi
foreign students, the report
saud.

room leaching aids, some ele-
ments of “computer literacy”
such as familiarity with key-
boards and basic knowledge of
the capacities of word process-
ing systems and their assoct-
ated equipment will increas-
ingly be incorporated into
popular expectations of what
literacy signifies, in much the
same way as use of the elec-
tronic calculator is being as-

similated into notions of nu-
METacy .
The second aspect con-

cerns the probability that, in
many socicties, “inflation™ will
lead to a rise in the threshold
of the minimum acceptable
standard of reading and writ-

ing la standard often referred
to as “functional literacy”). This
inflation occurs because liter-
acy is never a purely instru-
menlal skill; possession or
lack of it universally casrics
implications for the individ-
ual's social standing, so there
is a tendency to seck the high-
est level of attainment possi
ble, irrespective of the diffi
culty of the materifals that will
be written or read.

Literacy is also the means to
gaining educational qualifica-
tions that can secure entry lo
remuncralive and prestigious
forms of employment. In the
face of competition, some can-
didates for such posts will
choose to invest in higher
levels of literacy in order to
acquire the advanced qualifica-
tions that give them an advan-
tage ovet their rivals. Over
time, others will copy their
example, until everyone fin-
ishes up in their original rela-
tive positions. To achieve any
advantage, an individual must
now make a further invesi-
ment in literacy and fica-
tions, fuelling an vonary
spiral of standards. The gen-
eral implication of this spiral is
that there will be a need o
enhance the atlainment lar-
gets in many programmes of
basic education and also to of-
fer more comprehensive pro-
viston for intermediate and ad-
vanced language studics.

Finally, are the new lech-
nologies essentially democralic
and egalitarian, or threals lo
civil libertics and personal
freedoms? it has been argued,
for example, that tools such as
desk-top publishing, which
can greatly facilitate the pro-
duction of low-cost documen-
tation such as newsletiers and
tcaching malerfals, will em-
powcer many marginal and scat-
tered minority groups, giving
them for the first time a col-
lective voice and identity. It
has equally been argued that
the capacity of national gov-
ernmenits o re the most

means of in-



