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Inside Today
Conversation

In the second offering
of the series, promine-
nt economist and for-
mer planning adviser
Rehman Sebhan, and
ex-finance minister M
Syeeduzzaman discuss
the country’s economic
crisis, reports of the
economic task forces,
the issue of aid and
the past and fut-
ure of economic
planning
Page 4,5

Internatl'onai‘

Police investigating
the bomb blast which
killed Rajiv Gandhi
are working on a
new .theory that a
l simple switch-
ing device was
used to activate
the bomb stra-
pped to the sui-
' cide squad’s
back
Page 6

I Metropolitan

Letter from

A few more cameras
sl around the ne-
ck. A httle more five
o'clock shadow. Dirt
| on T-shirt. Shoddier
shoes, and the fore-
ign correspond-
ent has hit the
ideal image
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS
Teresa to visit

GENEVA. May 24 : Mother
Teresa, who won the 1979
Nobel Peace Prize for her work
on behalfl of the Third World's
sick and poor, will fly to Bagh-
dad next week.

New ROK PM

«SEOUL, May 24 : South Ko-
rean President Roh Tae-Woo
has decided to name former
Education Minister Chung
Won-Shik as the country's new
Prime Minister, state radio
said today, reports Reuter,
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Khaleda, Quayle, other world leaders attend funeral: 20 killed in violence
M

NEW DELHI :

N

attend the cremation with Hindu priest.

i

Rahui Gandh} hghts funeral pyre of hls slain father and former Prime
Minister Rajiv-Gandhi on Friday at Shakti Sthal. Daughter Priyanka and wife Sonia (R)

Rajlv cremated amid tlght

313

— AFP photo

security

May 24: Emo-

NEW DELHI,

tionally stunned and
adrift,

Ta the chanting of sacred
Hindu hymns and in the pres-
ence of thousands of mourners
Gandhi was co to the
flames here with full state
honours.

Army buglers sounded the
last post as Gandhi's was
consumed by flames on the
sprawling grounds of Shakti
Sthal (Place of Power),
watched by an array of foreign
dignitaries.

At 5.25 pm (1165 GMT),
Gandhi’'s teenaged son Rahul
hit the sandalwood pyre on
which his father's mutilated
hod)' . wrapped in linen and

w'lth rose petals, as
th: chanting of ancient Vedic
hymns ruse to a crescendo.

Flames leapt high within 10
minutes, and surging crowds
raised slogans hailing Gandhi.

Dressed in moumning white
and assisted by a battery of
chanting priests, the 17-year-

See Page 10 Col. 7

CHITTANONG, May 24: A
norwester coupled with heavy
downpour hampered relief op-
erations for cyclorde wictims
today. Ferrying of relief goods
slowed down since required
number of sorties by heli-
copters could not be made due
to rough weather.

The nor'wester had a wind-
speed upto 55 kilometer per
hour. The downpour,

that
. started last night, continued

From Our Correspondent

till 2 pm today. The Met Office
recorded 43 milimeter rainfall
in three hours till 9 am this
morning. *

The lowlying areas of the
post city and areas surround-
ing it have been inundated by
rain waters causing sufferings
to the dwellers. The nor'wes-
ter damaged hundreds of
kutcha and thatched houses
and hampered rebuilding and
rehabilitation work in eyelone

'Nor'wester hits Chittagong,
hampers relief operations

affected areas.
Mukammel Huq, the Zonal
Relief Coordinator told The
Daily Star the relief operations
in the offshore islands suffered
a set back today. The Task
Force sources said they could
not operate required number
of sorties due to nor'wester
and rain.
Our Staff Correspondent
Nazmul Ashral Reports:
See Page 10 Col. 6
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Tenta as tem rar}r shaIters set up for cyclone survivors at Patenga. About 1000 homeless
p-eupln from different areas are Iunng here.
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ANS Grindlays Bank

L
Relocates its
Khulna Branch

Dear Customers & Patrons,

We have pleasure in announcing that our
branch at Khulna has been relocated in
newly refurbished premises at Jiban Bima
Bhaban, K.D.A, Avenue, Khulna.

Our branch offers a wider range of fully
automated banking products.

ANZ Grindlays Bank

Will help you get there.

— Star photo

Khaleda
meets
Sonia

NEW DELHI, May 24 :
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia attended the state funeral
of India’'s former Prime
Minister Rajtv Gandhi near the
'Shakti Sthal’' (funeral site of
his mother Indira Gandhi) on
the bank of the Jamuna river
this afternoon, reports BSS,

Accompanied by Foreign
Minister A S M Mustafizur
Rahman and State Minister for
Tele-communication Shamsul
Islam, Begum Zia was among
the world leaders present at

See Page 10 Col. 8

{*ReSidents of Soriia's

hometown breath
sigh of relief

ORBASSAND (italy), May 24:
The people of Sonia Gandhi's
sleepy Italian hometown were
relieved on Thursday when she
refused to succeed her assas-
sinated husband as head of
India's dominant Congress
party, reports Reuter.

| am happy that she said no
and the whole town is ha
it would have been a very -
cult situation, said Carolina
Santinelli, 22, a friend of
Sonia's family.

Sonia is a very strong, very
cou us woman, but let's
not forget that she is now
without a husband and with
two children in a country
which is not her, Santinelli
said.

Like many residents of
Orbassano a town of 20,000
people just outside northern
Turin, Santinelli feared that
Sonia Maino Gandhi, 44, could

See Page 10 Col. 3

| Rains aggravate flood situation

in Sylhet, Moulw_bazar

The flood situation in
Moulvibazar and Sylhet deteri-
orated Friday and more areas
in this two districts were in-
undated with the rise of water
level of Manu and Kushiara.
Diarrhoea and dysentery are
spreading in the flood affected
areas. ;

According to latest reports,
Manu at Moulvibazar and
Kushiara at Sheola are flowing
above danger level. The flood
situation in Habiganj improved.
slightly, but Khowai is still
flowing above the danger mark.

Meanwhile, Flood Forec-
asting and Warning Division of
Water Development Board said

By Staff Correspondent

the Surma at Sylhet and
Sunamganj, the Manu at
Moulvibazar and the Khowai at
Habiganj may rise further.

Moulvibazar

In Moulvibazar, flood situa-
tion aggravated with the river
Manu registering a rise of 12
cm affecting 637 square kilo-
metre area in six upazilas of
the district.

Aceording to district ad-
ministration sources, 7,23,595
people were affected in
Moulvibazar. About 17,500
houses were fully and
over 33,000 partly in the dis-
trict. Waterborne diseases likc

diarrhoea and dysentery are
still spreading. However, num-
ber of deaths could not be
gathered fifty medical teams;
are working in all the six af-
fected upazilas. Relief opera-

tion have been geared up.

Sylhet

The flood situation in
Balaganj upazila of Sylhet de-
teriorated and more areas
were inundated - Friday.
However, Sylhet District Flood
Control Room said the situa-

tion in other upazilas started
improving.

Kushiara at Sheola was
See Page 10 Col. 3

Riyadh warns
Iran against
protest during
Hajj

RIYADH, May 24: Saudi
Arabia on Thursday warned
Iran against organising
protests during next month's

figrimage to Mecca, or hajj,
Fhl:' Saudi News Agency SPA
said, reports AFP.

“We have signed an agree-
ment with Iran based on clear
and well defined principles.”
an official communique said.

JTF, army
continue

relief work

CHITTAGONG, May 24: The
Joint Task Force (JTF) contin-
ued sending relief and
rehabilitation materials to
remote coastal islands in spite
of inclement weather here
today, reports BSS.

Official sources said JTF he-
licopters and naval ships car-
ried 188 tons of materials to
Sandwip, Kutubdia, Moh-
eshkhali and Urir Char. Potato,

See Page 10 Col. 6

UN-Iraq accord

Security forces
to be deployed

NEW YORK. (United Nat-
fons), May 24: The United
Nations and Iraq signed an
agreement Thursday authortz-
ing the deployment of lightly
armed security forces to
northern Iraq to protect
Kurdish refugees, the United
Nations announced, reports
AFP.

U N envoy Bernt Bernarder
signed the reement in

See Page |
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Paris meet will be asked for $2.4b aid pledge : Saifur

Additional help for post-cyclone

The mnt will ap-
pﬁn Iub members in

iﬁ

support iuf an elabo-
rate pl.'lll cyclone reconstruec-
tioh and rnhll:rlhr.lunn pro-
gramme. The request for addi-
tional support will be in gen
eral terms without any con-
crete and specific amount
mentioned.

This was stated by Finance
and Minister M Saifur
Rahman at a press conference
on at National Economic
Council building at Sher-e-
Bangla in the city.

He the newsman that
the Government would seek
fresh aid pledges for 2.4 billion
dollars for 1991-92 at the Asd
Club meeting. This amount will
include 1550 million dollars in
project aid. 520 million dollars
in commodity aid and 330 mil-
lton dollars in food aid, he

“added.

Asked about aid already in
the pipeline, he said that the
pipl:tlmnttltmdufﬁ 1990-

Star Economic Report

9]. comprising ecarlier com-
mitments, would inchade 5156
millon dollars as project aid,
490.9 milllon dollars as food
aid and 152.5 million dollars
as food aid.

Satfur Rahman told a ques-
tioner that the fresh aid

s for 1991-92 would be

t keeping in view the aid
disbursement of 1886
million dollars for the year.
The aid disbursement target
for 1991-92 includes 13200
million dollars as project aid.
500 millon dollars as com-
modity aid and 185 million
dollars as food aid. “This target
was sct before the cyclone and
does not include needs for
additional donor support for
cyclone rehabilitation and re-
construction.” he added.

The Minister said a joint
Task Force, comprising repre-
sentatives of the government,
the World Bank and the United
Nations agencies., would re-
quire more three weeks' time
to complete a detafled assess-
ment about the extent of loss

rehabilitation to be sought

L

caused by the cemtury's worst

ANRCas
s complete. he ob-
served. ~

Satfur Rahman lraves Dhaka
for Parts woday as the head of a
six member team to the anmual
Aid Club meeting being held
in about two months time
after a representative govern-
ment has been installed in
power following the free and
[air clections in February last

The other members of the
Ba team include Prin-
cipal Finance Secretary Kor-
shed Alam, Economic Rela-
tions Diviston (ERID)) Sec
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury.
Planning Commission mem-
bers Dr Shetkh Mogsud Al and
Dr Ekram Hossain and Internal
Resources Division {(IRD) Sec-
retary N H Khan who is also
the chairman of National Board
of Revenue.

At the press conference on
the eve of the Aid Club meet-

See Page 10 Col. 3

Polls won't be deferred further: CEC

Sonia into politics

By Reazuddin Ahmed

Sonia Gandhi, widow of the
Indian leader Rajiv
Gandhi, is unlikely to reverse
her decision despite pressure
from some leaders to become
president of Congress(]).
Reports from Indian capital
revealed on Friday that the
Congress leaders were divided
on bringing Italian born Sonia
Gandhi to Indian politics.
Former union minister and
a senior Congress(l) leader
YVasant Sathe said if Sonia was
not wi to enter politics,
the party should show collec-
tive wisdom to find an alterna-
tive. Sources in Indian capital
said that the Congress leaders
close to Nehru family were
trying to persuade Sonia to ac-
cept the Congress leadership
to keep the opportunity open
for them to dominate Indian
politics even without having
any political roots in their re-
spective locality. Among the
close associates of Nehru fam-
ily are Pronab Mukharjee who
is not contesting the Lok
Sabha elections. Besides, R K
Dhwan is also for drafting

Sonia. But the regional leaders
N D Tewari and Shared pawar
are in favour of finding an al-
ternative leader to lead the
Congress to victory in the elec-
tions. The hold the view that
any delay in filing leadership
void in the Congress will dam-
age the party's electoral
prospect in deferred Lok
Sabha Elections on June 12
and 15. The persistence of a
chaotic situation in Congress,
they feel. will benefit other
contenders for power who may
exploit the situation in their
favour

The political analysis see
the coming week very sensi-
tive for all the major polisical
parties in India. During this
time the Congress. Bharatiya
Janata (BJP) and Janata
Dal-left combine will try to
gain strong ground in the
backdrop of the changed sce-
nario. The political observers
in Indian capital feel that the

Congress might get sympathy

'votes provided the party can

choose a leader quickly and
See Page 10 Col. 4
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| Khaleda leaves
Cong split over bringing |

for S Arabia
today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia leaves Dhaka today
(Saturday) moming on a four-
day official visit to three Gulf
states, UNB.

The countries are Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates. °

Her entourage includes Fo-
reign Minister ASM Mustafizur
Rahman, State Minister for
Labour and Manpower Barri-
ster Rafiqul Islam Mian,
Foreign Secretary Abul Ahsan,

See Page 10 Col. |

Bush says he
is now sharp
as a tack

WASHINGTON, May 24:
President George Bush ac-
knowledged Thursday that his
mental f[aculties had been
somewhat slowed by medical
treatment for his firregular
heart beat and thyroid gland
but insisted he was now “sharp
as a tack.” reports AFP.

“Yes, I've been tired and
that medicine is known to do
that to people, but now I'm

See Page 10 Col. 2

=

Green Delta Never

GmD:h:mnad s business in 1986 as
mmhmm with a me
serve the naianal economy providing per sed
need. There on Green
Delta never looked back. Through relentless effons
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became the model insurance house with In 2 shon
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Green Delta marches with time

Green Delta Insurance
Company Limited.
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