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Two get IM norms

The first United Insurance
méasters’ chess tournament
concluded on May 12 — much
to the relief of both the players
and .
The enthusiasm — which
the tournament had raised at

the start was con-
siderably by the catastrophic
cyclone on April 29,

Nevertheless, the meet had
to be dwd on, since aban-
doning through would
have meant a loss to the
sponsors.

Indeed., an evil gremlin

scemed to have pursued this
meet from the very beginning
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TAHMIDUR RAHMAN
otherwise why should Bipin
Shenoy the soft-spoken chess
player from Calcutta, fall seri-
ously sick just at a time when
he was up points after
a disastrous start.

For all that, it has been a
tournament, as far as the
players were concerned.

Afterall, two international
masters norms in one tour-
nament must be viewed as a

good bargain.
Credit goes to the bespec-
tacled engineer Syed

Tahmidur Rahman and sea-
soned Younus Hassan for hav-
ing earned that distinction.

As it was, Tahmid started in
great style, scoring as many as
eight points out of the first
ninc games. He was cruising
along like an eel, and looked
well set to win the tournament
until his equal position against
IM T N Parameswaran of India
began to deteriorate — thanks
o a series of weak moves.

Tahmid f[afled to check the
rot and lost to V Koshi the ven
next round when the tall man
from Kerala demonstrated
some [lawless technique in a
rook ending.

Tahmid, however, had de-

Atlan
battle for sponsorships

ATLANTA.
Payne, chief of the Atlanta
Commiittee for the Olympic

-23 : Billy

Games, and Harvey Schiller,
executive director of the US
Olympic Commitiee, are in a
battie over control of the lucra-
tve rate sponsorships
that m the 19968 Games,
reports AP.

Olympic and corporate officials
ﬁnﬂhh‘rwhhth
big meeting to discuss
marke rtunities for
marketing oppor
Payne, Schiller and their af-
filated organizations have been
asked by the Intermational
Olympic Committee to ham-
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F. M. Rahman

molished the ultimate winner
Mahmood Ahmed Lodhi from
Pakistan in the fifth round in
what may be termed as the
most beautiful tactical finish of
the tournament.

Lodhi deviated from his
usual (1) d4 and opened with
(1) e4. but the ploy backfired
when his attempt to confuse
things with a bishop sacrifice
was refuted calmly by Tahmid.

For Tahmid this has been a
fine tournament. He played the
sharp position well, and man-
aged to avoid the kind of
sterility that would often make
it difficult for him w0 play for
the full point.

Younus, on the other hand,
had a very bad start. He lost
patience in a commanding po-
sition against Rezaul Hug, who
seems to have regained some
of his old grit and paid the
m]qr. But then he bounced

with two fine wins against
Vishal Sareen and Bipin
Shenoy., and was running for
the norm once again.

The winners, IM Lodhi,
known for his aggressive and
resourceful play, should be
considered lucky to have won
it. He got Into a lost position
against the tournament rabbit
Arshad Nanno. and had to de-
fend very carefully to get a
draw from his game against IM
Misra.

Misra disappointed. He fell
out of contention with too
many short draws.

As for the other players, T
N Parameswaran played su-
perbly to tie for the second
spot along with Tahmid and
Younus.

Our only International
Master Zillur Rahman
Champak should have done
better.

Zillur's attempts to flatten
his opponents with a big
punch early in the game did
not work well.

In his game against Almasur
Rahman he lost his way in an
obscure middle game in which
he was two pieces down, but
had some attacking chances.

Rezaul Huq must overcome
his chronic time problem to be
able to cash in on his good de-
fensive play.

Moreover, he must have
better control over his nerves.

Fide Master Koshi played
well and would certainly have
made the norm with a little
luck. He is a very uncompro-
mising player. and likes to play
chess in a sporting manner
targeting about results.

Deputy General John Krims
Jr. h:iukl "We are t.hec:'?
perts.”

Understandably. both orga-
nizations want the dominant
position

__Historically. host cities have

Atlanta
- 1996

City for |
the 1996 Gam

Now something has to be
said about the way the local
press covered this tournament.

One daily went so far as to

say that a cons was on to
deprive IM Mahmood Lodhi of
the top spot.

This was outlandish, to say

the least.
It also shows how murky

our thinking still is, even when

it comes to sports.

Some journalists got sniffy
about the genuineness of some
games. They should bear in
mind that raising such an issue

" has its hazards too.

In the ulimate analysis, it is

YOUNUS HASSAN
the game of chess that suffers
when too much light is shed
on such issues.

Everything of course was
not perfect, but then 100 per-
cent perfection is always theo-
retical goal which the ordinary
mortals are not expected to at-
Lain.
Lest we forget, a blemish
becomes darker when our eyes
are set on it—better we take
them off

The organizers deserve
thanks for having managed
things well.

However. their austerity
drive appears to have been
misdirected.

For good reasons, the local
players could not relish the
idea of their pocket money not
coming along.

Bangladesh, we may say, is
on the threshold of a break-
thml;lgh in international chess.
We have a host of strong young
players who. when propelled
to the international arena, will
prove their mettle beyond
doubt.

For that purpose, we need
such tournaments. So thanks
are due to the United
Insurance authorities for their
being magnanimous enough to
sponsor this meet.

organisers, USOC

pay for at least 27 per cent of
the 1.2— bilion-dollar cost of
the '968 Games.

The US committee, how-
ever, has for years been nego-
Uating deals with a list of large
US co ies to sponsor the
US Olympic team during
Games on foreign soil. Those
deals typically in the ]-million-
dollar to 7-million-dollar
range, companies such as
General Motors McDon-
ald’'s the right to products
and services with the US team

Those proceeds largely fund
the committee's 300-million-
dollar quadrennial operating
Eu;'eL which supperts US

m Lraini
and Emm-, Un‘ PW
the US Olympic committee
doesn’'t want to jeoparkeze its
relationship with those com-
panies.It hopes to continue

with them long after
the Games and in Atlanta.

The governing body of the
Olympics, the International
Olympic Committee wants to
make sure Payne and Schiller
don't go on the
same corporate doors and

for a limited of
sponsorship money. It ales
wants o protect the value of
sponsorships. which make
possible amateur athletics
worldwide
“The basic reason i1s i you
don't end up with a single
market1 programme you
could end up In a situation
whereby the sponsor of the
hﬂn could : Coca-Cola and
Sponsor Olympic team
could be " explained
:t!hlr W Pound, an IOC mar-

John's shad

After more than 20 years in
which the strongest pressures
to isolate South Alfrican sport
have come from the outside
world — with the backing of
anti — apartheid forces within
the country — the boycott has
now come home.

That was made abundantly
clear by the ng words of
the International Olympic
Committee as they left South
Africa after five days of discus-
sion with sports administra-
tors and politicians.

The delegation, headed by
10C vice-president Keba Mbaye
of Senegal. set five conditions
for South Africa's re-admission
to the Olympic fold — and by
implication, for their inclusion
in the 1992 Olympic Games in
Barcelona:

* The abolition of apartheid.

*South Africa's adherence
to the Olympic charter.

*The formation of a single
representative Olympic body
which will encourage affiliated
national federations to nor-
malise relations with the rele-
vant international bodies.

*The unification of individ-
ual sports on a non-racial basis.

*The normalisation of South
Africa's relationship with the
African Olympic movement.

On the face of it, condition
number one throws up a major
obstacle unless South Africa's
politicians move faster,

The delegation did not
specify what it would consider

the abolition of apartheid to be.

But Mbaye and others indi-
cated that South African sport
would not have to wait until
full political rights were
granted to all.

It i1s well-known that the
IOC president Juan Samranch
has a deep desire to see the
first undivided Olympic Games
take place in his home -city,
under his presidency. His wish
to have South African back is
what has driven the 10C to re-
assess the country's exclusion,
a process which began some
two years ago and culminated
in the delegation’s, the first
O visit since 1967.

Iyanticn all that, the 10C will
consider condition ome, the
abolition of apartheid, to have
been met by the scrapping of
three apartheid laws—the
Groups Areas Act, the lands
Act and the Population Regis-
tration Act. This legislation
should be on the scraphead by
the end of this Parliamentary
session, which finishes in
June.
to be the end,of apartheid says
a great deal about the public
profile and persuasiveness of
State President FW De Klerk.
"We were extremely impressed

Alook at the

RAND Slam tennis has
shown a pattern in
recent years of pr-
oducing young and unexpected
winners. such as Michael

/Zhang who was only 17 when

ic ook the 1989 French Open
and Pete Sampras, aged 19 in
1990 when he became the
youngest winner of a US Open
in 100 years.

Since the game is no longer
dominated by nearly unbeat-
able stars in the mould of
Bjorn Borg. John McEnroe.
Chris Evert and Martina
Navratilova, others are 88-
ing for a piece of the action.

They include bright new
teenagers and late-developing
older players who have been
lurking down the rankings.
Who. among the hetrs-in-wait-
ing. is talented and ambitious
enough to push for the three
remaining slams of 19917

Patrick McEaree : Long
known as a fine doubles pll{:r,
finally stepped out of brother
ow when he ad-
vanced to the singles semifi-
nals of the Australian Open in

January where he lcst to Boris

Becker. A right-hander, unlike

John, he was ranked 356 in

the world at the end of 1989

but now. aged 24, is 55th.

His previous best big-tour-
na~ent singles performance -

was the second pound of last
years US Open, but he won
the 1989 French Open doubles
and the 1989 Masters doubles
in London, both times with fel-

low-American Jim Grabb.

He wields a rful dou-
ble-fisted backhand and is
comiortable on all surfaces. He
attributes his surge up the
rankings to fitness.
He bas done well enough out of
sport 1o buy his own apartment
on Manhattah's de luxe Fast
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- S Africa : Olympic

challenge?

The sports boycott on South Africa is beginning to crumble. Decisions have to be
made quickly as to how best manage the impending changes. To add to the
pressure, the International Olympic Committee has given South Africans until
June to meet its conditions for inclusion in the Barcelona Olympics. But as Gemini
News Service reports, scrapping apartheid may be the end of one problem and the

beginning of another.

nification of

“Normal relations

with African
Olympic
movement
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SOUTH AFRICAN SPORTS FIELD THESE FIVE TEAMS

by President de Klerk,” said
I0C director Francois Carrard.
"We were very much on the
samc wavelength.”

these three laws arc the
cornerstone of apartheid; hav-
ing convimced' others of that,
he can then expect rewards
when he pronounces them
dead.
That might work in London
or Lausanne but ultimately it is
South Africans who need con-
vincing, not Europeans.

There s still a strong feel-
ing among black political or-
ganisations that major ques-
tions — like security laws, edu-
cation, government spending
and above all political rights —
have not been addressed.

There is a concern that
South Africa will return to in-
ternational sport without ad-
dressing the inequalities in fa-
cilities and opportunity — for
example, it is estimated that
vhites own 73 per cent of all
That the 10C considers his

The key question though is,
who clse is on thal wave-
length? There are many politi- |
cal and sports organisations in
South Africa who feel that De
Klerk has made himself both
the examiner and the exam
candidate. He has insisted that
athletics tracks, 82 per cent of
the swimming pools and B2
per cent of all rugby fields.

There are [ive organisations
involved in the Interim
National Olympic Committec of
South Africa. which was given
180 days by the 10C to form a
united structure, —

The National and Olympic
Sports Congress (NOSC) has
the backing of the African
National Congress. It supports
the continuation of the mora-
torfum. at least until there has
been unification of white and
black sports bodies and large-
scale upgrading of facilitics,
with a possible return for in-

dividual sports which have

Side in New York.

Mild-mannered and easy-
going. Patrick enjoys a close
relationship with his emotional
and turbulent brother and they
keep in close touch. He hever
expects to match John—"what
he did was just beyond tmagi-
nation"— but hopes to make
his own mark. "My aim is to
give it one hundred per cent
and look back in ten years and
say | had a great time and did
as well as | could”,

Thomas Muster : The Aus-
trian, ranked 21st in 1989,
now Bth, made a comeback
from a serious injury and could
peak at the French or US
Opens. Born in Letbnitz, Oct. 2,

1967, he plays an aggressive

and powerful game ana Ivan
Lendl rates his forehand one of
the best on the tour. His top
1989 performances were
reaching the semis of the Aus-
tralian and the final of the
Lipton event, which he lost.

Last year he was largely re-
sponsible for taking Austria o
the semifinal of the Davis Cup,
he won the italian Open and
lost in the semifinals of the
French to eventual winner An-
drez Gomez. In the US Open,
too, he went out to the even-
tual winner, Sampras.

Nicklas Kulti' Righthanded
and 6 it 3 in, this 19-year-old
is Sweden's most promising
player in the great line of Borg.
Mats Wilander and Stefan Ed
berg. He began playing at the
age ol six and was ranked
number one junior in 1989
after winning Wimbledon and
the Australian juniors and be-
ing runner up at the US Open
Juniors. He L.. won 1! na-
tional titles.

A typical Swedish baseliner
with a fine service return.
Kult! 1s best on clay and hard

focusing on local and national
events, satellite TV offered
fans
sports from around the globe.

rt was beamed to
H.m:| homes In more
than 30 countries,

round -the-clock

while
reaches an esti-

Screensport
mated |7 millon homes in 19
countries.

Eurosport featured ltve cov-

erage of last summer's World
Cup soccer, Formula One auto
racing the World League of
American Football and major
tennis and track events.
Screensport offers mostly
taped footage from ESPN of
American such as col
lege football and basketball.
baseball and pro basketball.
Eurcsport is a consortium

=

courts. He was ranked 118 at
the beginning of 1990 but im-

proved his position by the end

ol the year to 51 after reaching
the final in and upset-
ting sixth seeded Emilio
Sanchez in the French Open.

Omar Camporese : Born May
8. 1968 in Bologna, lialy, he

achieved this, '

The South African National
Olympic Congress (SANOC) is
the country's oldest establish-
ment organisation and was ex-
pelled from the Olympic
movement in 1970. Since the
beginning of last year, the
SANOC has been willing to ac-
ccpt the moratorium until
unity is achieved, but mainly
because they see this as their
only route back into the
Games.

The Congress of South
African Sport (COSAS), con-
sisting largely of white sports
administrators, was formed in
the early 1980s. It is against
the sports moratorium but will
abide by it while the new
Olympic body is being formed.

The Southern African
Council on Sport (SACOS) was
the main black sports body but
has been overshadowed by the
NOSC. SACOS operated from
the watchword "no normal

of six when his father gave him
a racquet. He made his mark at
the 1985 US Open when he
took a set from Lendl, the only
player to do so in that tourna-
ment. The same year he won
the French Open junior and
Wimbiledon junior doubles.

In 1989 he reached the

Boris Becker, Stefan Edberg and Ivan Lendl may top the

Mnhehnﬂlbu!ﬂuymmhtﬂlbhtndefeﬂ

in a way

ﬂjomBorg,JdecEnmmdﬂodImerymA
number of players are lying in wait for the re-
maining Grand Slam titles of 1991, writes Niket Bhushan.

.___-—_____

climbed 10 45 in
216 in 1988,

Runner-up to Guillermo
Perez Roldan at San Marino in
1990, Camporese reached the
quarters at the ltalian Open
and semis at Ljublana. He gave
Becker a tough fight in the
third round of the 1991 Aus-
tralian Open before losing in
five sets.

Earlier, the young Italian.
who is also a polished doubles
player, reached the semifinals
of the New Zealand champi-
onship.

Fabrice Santoro : Born De-
cember 9, 1972. this French-
man was ranked number two
in the ITF junior rankings in
1989 when he won the French
Junior open, a title he retained
in 1990. He started 1990 at
171 in the rankings and by the
end of the year was up to 62.

He bloomed at Nice, beatt
Jean-Philippe Fleurian nr::
Andrei Cheskonov before los-
ing in ithe quarters. Santore
plays unorthodox two-handed

1990 from

Peru, was born Oct. 23. 1967
and started playing at the age

of Britain's Sky Television and
the European Broadcasting

Union. which provided
Eurosport with exclusive
rights o r sporting events
throughout Europe.

But based on a complaint
filed by Screensport. the
Europen Commission ruled in
February that the Euposport
setup was a violation of fair

third round of the French and
US Opens, beating Chang,
Sampras and Miroslav Mecir

among others. In 1990 he was"

runner up at the Sao Pawule

event and ended the year
ranked 86th.
He. started 1991 in fine

style, reaching the quarter-fi-
nals of the Australian Open.
the first Peruvian to reach
such a stage in a Grand Slam
event. Although he has suffered
from a recurring shoulder in-

jury, Yzaga., when fit, is a man

to watch

Sergei Bruguera : From
Barcelona, Spain, this 20-year-
old finished 1990 ranked
28th. In 1989 he reached the
semis of the ltalian Open be-
fore losing to Andre Agassi.

A lormer Spanish junior

n, Bruguera is coached
by his father, Luis. His favourite
tournament is the French

Open where he won the 1986
and 1987 junior titles and
reached the last 16 of the se-
nfors in 989

Last year he upset Edberg
in the first round in Paris be-

sport in an abnormal society
and believes in strict adher-

ence o the moratorium.

Finally, the South African
Non-Racial Committee
(SANROC) was formed in exile
in 1962 and was the driving
force behind efforts to isolate
South Africa. Its principal sig-
nificance in the current phase
lies with its head, Sam
Ramsamy, whe is a special ad-
viser to both the I0OC and the
United Nations on apartheid
and sport and head of the in-

terim Olympic body.
From this mix of organisa-

tons. one, and one clear policy

will have to emerge. Even
within the organisations there
arc differences. For instance,
some in the NOSC believe that
sports which achieve unity and
bridge the gaps in facilities
should be allowed some inter-

 national competition. Yet the

NOSC council has just reaf-
firmed its support for the
moratorium and stressed that
improving facilities and not in-
ternational competition was
the priority.

The fact s, the boycott is
going to go, one way or an-
other. It can either be allowed
to crumble away, creating
more division and confusion,
or its lifting can managed in a
way that extracts every last
ounce of flesh from white
sports bodies.

A possible solution lies in
the selective boyeott approach
— allow back those sports
which have redistributed their
wealth and opportunities; keep
at home those that refuse to
change. That will give real
change the massive incentive
it needs. :

Many black people do net
want to see white South Africa
enjoying the spectacle of an
all-white rugby team playing
against the all blacks of New
Zealand. But surely they don't
feel the same way about the na-
tional soccer team. or the
country’'s 4op black marathon
runners?

They will feel cheated if the
boycott is dropped and every-
one goes to the start line to-
gether — white elitist sports
where nothing has changed,
equal in status with non-racial
soccer or road-running the

sports of the majority.

If that ha . after all the
rumnfuxm-thn support-
ing the boycott has meant —
and blacks have made the
biggest ol these — some sports
people might have cause to

mndcrlfltmnttm]lymh
it

opefuls

of Sweden in five tough sets.
He was also runner-up at Bas-
tad in 1990.

Petr Korda : A Czech. Ko-
rda. 22, was ranked 59 in
1989, up from 188. He ended
[990 on 38 and has already
beaten Chang, Gomez and Yan-
nick Noah. During 1989 he
was a finalist in Frankfurt, a

quarter-finalist in Prague and a
semifinalist in Vienna.

Last year he was a semifinal-
ist at the Philadelphia ATP
event, a quarter-finalist at
Memphis and got to the semis
in Munich.

March Rosset : He is one of
Switzerland's few representa-
tives in serious tennis.

Ranked at 56 at the end of
1989, this 20-year-old had
move up to 22 by the end of
1990. - d

World's number four ju-
nior in 1988, he won the Or.
ange Bowl fitle that year fol-
lowed by his first protitle in
his home town. Geneva. in
1989 and his second at
France, in 1990. Also last year
he reached the finals in
Madrid and Blogna.

He is a baseliner with solid
ground strokes and a serve
that has been clocked at 124

miles per hpur.

Other players to .watch are
the Frenchman Guy Pnrzt
who broke into the top 10
the first time last fortnight
with a victory over Stefan Ed-
berg. American Jay Berger
(17th). Svensson (12th). Peres
Roidan (14th) and Richey

Reneberg (20th). — Compass

fore losing to Jonas Svennson Sports

competition rules.

The EC saild the deal be-
tween Sky and the EBU |
which includes national net-
works throughout Europe, en-
ables them (o cooperate when
they should have been compet-
ing . The EC also said the ar-
rangement denied other net-
works, such as Screensport,

access to sports programming.

all said t was too
early to tell whether
Eurosport would return and if
the satellite revolution would
succeed in Europe.




