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* Greenwar: Environment
and Conflict, published by The
Panos Institute, UK price
£7.95.

NTl-government troo-
ps are kilometres
from Addis Ababa.
decades of fighting in the
Sudan show no signs of

for position
access to the diminishing
resources of land and water —

=

river val-
vy, where competition for
ally survival is fierce,
The Sahel region comprises
wmber of countries on the
thern borders of the Sahara
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How Competition Leads
to the Kalashnikov

by Heywote Bekeele

desert, reaching [(rom
Mauritania and in the
west to Ethiopia Somalia
in the east.

Competition for land and
water is not a recent phe-

Africa: the Sahel_
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N real life we never ask a
mother of a dead son
how she feels about not
" him around anymore.
we ask the departed
. ster, brother or his
o w much miss
k 'ow much had

loved him. . f the son happens
to be a ™ ictim of a road

accident we * 9o not the

carry
mother nor G Nt father to the
of occ w. Tence to show

the spilled , dlood of the

i sed n. But then,
‘never’ is Ecil’:im fetched word
which some p.c ‘ple do not
follow. And it is bey “ause of this
feason some peop'k think and
believe that a very lose rela-
tive should be asked !0 €Xpress
her or his feelings ab¢ 4t @ son
who no more moves .a.n:rund
the house or the city | 1€ once
lived in. They ought to be
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shown the place of accid €Nt as
well the spilled blood 1 Vhere
the son of the soil me ! his
tragic end.

There are times when we
gel carried away by emotk  °
thoughts and feelings, tho ugh
not quite impossible to ¢ ©N°
trol, but enough to do or m ::‘;

nomenon in the re . It has
always been part of daily life, as
Mahamet Hissene, a Chadian
journalist with the Ministry of
Information, writes In a new
book, "Greenwar: Environment
and Conflict”.

countries
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in his account of pastoral-
ists in Chad, Hissene says that

ritual provocation is common
and considered healthy, and is

even encouraged amongst
youngsters:

"Everyone must
assert their authority to get
access to water, pasture, wild
fruit and berries.” However, he
stresses that real fights were
rare and “"knowing how to
avoid them as Important as
winning them.”

Competition went hand-in-
hand with sharing. Farmers

often allowed pastoralists to
graze their cattle on the stalks
of the recent harvest. In return

their fields were fertilised by
cattle manure.

But when resources become
scarce., human kindness and
traditional checks and bal-
ances come under strain.

Today. with land being in-
creasingly appropriated for
farming and cash crops. with
the ever-inc population
and with the successive
droughts and deterforating en-
vironment, the daily competi-
tion for basic survival is flercer
and more easily spills over into
viclence and sometimes open

warfare.

In eastern Sudan, pastoral-
ists have lost much of their
traditional grazing land to
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farms, and with the encroach-
ing sand dunes and droughts,
they are pushed more and
more on to marginal lands, and
into areas on the Ethiopia-
Sudan border where armed
bandits (faloul) roam.

Falul are people who have
themselves been displaced by

drought and the war between
Ethiopia and Eritrea, and are
also frving to survive with their
only possessions —firearms.

Violence and war are now
common in the Sahel, and the
availability of firearms all over

the region means that even in

the smaller disputes arms may
be used. It is not uncommon
to see young cattle herders
with Kalashnikovs casually
slung over their shoulders.

"“Greenwar” quotes a former
Sencgalese farmer, now a
smuggler: “"When the land is no
longer fruitful and the authori-

ties have abandoned us peas
anits, we can only survive by

m?‘f-';:a argues that by ad-

dressing erwironmental issues
and working lowards a more
equitable resource allocation.
the small disputes might be
avoided — and so might the
wars In the Sahel —Panos.
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THE BRAVE SOULS

ordinarily would not be

considered to be normal. After .

all we are human beings and
our emotions do betray our
true feclings sometimes. Then
there can be also the reason
where a person might himselfl
or hersell voluntarily tend to
do certain things which in an
ordinary case would never
think of doing.

About more than a back
in our locality a mother lost
her elder son in an accident
where the victim was run over
and crushed under the wheels
of a bus. His bones were bro-
ken and there would have been
no mecans to put them together
even il he had lived. This how-
ever has been kept secret from
the mother. The fact that at

Zamal Arslan

the hospital when ‘'post-
mortem’ was done his ‘brain’
and ‘liver were supposed to
have been taken out by the
working doctors or doctor
claiming it to be the regular
practice for any 'body’ that
goes through that proceeding
could in no way be revealed to
the mother.

The stiches on the forchead
was visible for which the
mother was told a lie by the
rclatives. | dare say she would
have suflfered a fatal stroke had
she been told that the ‘brains’
of her son now lay with the
doctors at the hospital and
that it might not be buried
ever along with the boy or in
accordance with the Muslim
custom.

things ti
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The death of this boy did
not take me by surprise. Why, |
can never explain. About half
an hour before his fatal acci-
dent | saw him. Young and
strong. And an expectant [a-
ther. He had s to chase
a group of naughty children
who were ng a row near
my window and spilling muddy
waters all over. Our eyes mct
for may be a fraction of a thou-
sandth second. He left never to
return alive. What followed the
next few days and for sevcral
months is difficult to belicve.
The mother often ran towards
the road 'stark naked’' and the
other children (not the boys)
ran afler her with her sari,
caught her and took her home.

Europe Celebrates Mozart

At a time when Europe 1s

. ~elebrating the bicentenary of Mozart’s death, the continent has

curiously returned 1o its situat 1 On at the time of Wolfgang Amadeus. It has gone back (0 music can

once again be celebrated just : 5 much in Berlin or Prague as in Vienna. For this newly reconciled

Europe. Mozart's music is the b ©st of passports.

period : in Vienna, in Paris,
where young Mozart played be-
fore Louis XV, in London and
in Italy.

But the young prodigy was
not interested in playing be-
fore sovereigns and courtiers.

What he wanted was to com-
pose. At the age of 10, he
wrote his first symphony. at
13, a little opera, at 14 his
first string quartet. By the age
of 18, he already had the out-
put of a great master behind
him : 250 pieces including 25
symphonies.

Was he going to find a place
in society commensurate with
his genius? It was the very op-
posite. Throughout his short
life, Mozart was to find trials
and obstacles of all kinds and.
above all, a social obstacle. In
the 18th century, a musician,
were he the most talented in
the world, was only an em-
ployee, not to say a servant of
princes. He had no f[reedom
and depended on his mas-
ter's good will. As Wolfgang did
not have the spirit of a valet,
he revolted.

His master at the time, the
Archbishop-Prince of Salzburg,

| used to think why they did

not cover her since the sari
was with them. Later | as-
sumed this ‘wonderous
thought' of mine to be more
abnormal than what they re-
peatedly did or what the
mother continued to do for
several months. After all | had
thought 'mothers do lose their
sons in the same manner and
all did not behave the same
wayll’ Soon | realized | had not
seen any mother so closcly as
did this one nor did | know
any mother so closcly as | did
this mother and her son.

When the son was taken for
burial or to be precise his body
was being carried away in a
truck to his village home the
mother did not move a bit nor
did she cry. | presumed she
had become tired and ex-
hausted after three days of
crying and running about iIn
search of her dearest son. Two
days passed vcry peacefully
making me believe the mother
had recovered from her shock.
But soon afterwards | was
proven totally wrong. When the
men folk returned after the
burial the mother was once
more attacked with the sad-

ness of losing her son. She
walled and took off her cloth-
ings offering hersell to be
buried with her son. That she
had four more sons and two
lovely daughters did not mat-
ter or at least not then. It took
her more than five months to
beccome what we may say
‘normal’,

| came across a mother
once who wanted to visit the
place where her son was killed
in a motor accident. She even
insisted on secing the car
which had caused her son to

dic.
All those people whom she

approached could not bear the
thought of doing so and she
never got the chance of secing
the two things she so much
desired. | firmly believe she
should have becen given the
opportunity and taken to sece
the place of the accident as
well the car. At least it may
have given her some consola-
tion.

What her relatives
thought or believed hardly
mattcers here. She should have
had the right to her 'wishes'
but alas, she was never given

Scouting for
Spouses

(From preceding page)
in the programme. the fourth
such show to run in China,

have included businessmen. |

retired officials, journalists,
factory workers, teachers and
even a uate student study-
ing in the United States.

"Our programme differs
from TV dating games in Japan
and the United States whicl
are meant to mainly entertain.
When the Chinese let them-
selves be shown on television
looking for a spouse, they are
serious,” said anchorwoman
Yang Guang.

mf surprisingly large number
of applicants have a high pro-
fessional and social status, be-
ing the most receptive to new
ideas, says Yang.

Liao Guangrong, a 27-year-
old chemical engineer working
for a French company in Bei-
jing, said he joined the pro-
gramme because "TV provides
me with a better chance to
know more people outside my
immediate environment.”

Ren Li. a middle-aged and
divorced journalist who said
she was looking for a "virtuous”
husband, met a sports coach
through the show. The two
have been dating regularly
since,

Yang said attractive women
and men with above-average
social status and housing are
the most likely to receive re-
sSponses.

Yu emphasises, however,

that the programme aims to

that chance. | hear even today
she cries and tclls people she
could not seec what she wanied
to see only because no one
would care to take her. I she
could she would go alonc by
herself.

Brave sons of the soil do not
die in road accidents only —
they embrace martyrdom
while fighting for the country
or for justice against their en-
emics.

The mother who gave
birth to these sons must be
twice as much brave as their
sons and must also have the
courage lo moet any kind of si-
tuation in any kind of conse-
quences. So what il it may
sound too ghastly for a mother
to see the pale blood of her
son on the pavements of a city
road or the rcmains of a muti-
lated body that can hardly be
recognized! Or to sit for hours
at a place where her son had
met his ‘death’ — only to be-
come a martyr. At lecast she
must be finding some kind of
solace which no living being
could her nor can anyone
know to bring 'peace’ to

the soul of the mother or the
soul of the departed one. Who
knows, the son living beyond
may himsell find pcace

‘'walching his dcarcst mother
sitting near the place he em-
braced martyrdom’

Unless our rcligious cus-
toms forbid us to do a thing in
the Holy Quran, why should we
on our own account belicve In
something and deprive others
of the '‘peace fo mind’ thcy may
have had il only we lisiened to
them? The mother whom |
knew very well and the son
who got killed under the
wheels of a bus did not want 1o
visit the grave of her son Jor
morc than a ycar. On the other
hand, relatives and ncighbours
tried to play all sorts of "tricks’

to force the mother to visit the
grave ol her son. | [all to un-
derstand why they felt it was
her duty to sce the grave ol
her son or that she was comit-
ting a ‘crime’ by reglusing to
scc the grave. Is nol a con-
tented mind in its ‘normal
form’ better than an un-
quenched soul?

Dear Mita,

I shall be very grateful if you help me with your advice. | was
married 2 years ago. | belong to the Dhaka district, but my
husband is from Comilla. The marriage was solemnised in
Comilla, as my father was serving there. My father died one
year ago. | find living with my husband very difficult as he has
bad habits such as drinks. etc. | have come away from him
and want to file for divorce. Please advise me on very priority:

1) Though our marriage was solemnised in Comilla. can I
file divorce in Dhaka court ? If so can my husband shift the

cas¢ back to Comilla?

2) What claim can | charge him against in my divorce case,
such as dowry, money, maintenance etc.?

3) How long it may take for the whole case to be finished?
4) | have studied up to B.A (Hons). Can [ file the case myself

without a lawyer as this will be costly ? If a lawy

er is needed,

what should be the reasonable charge for the lawyer for the

whole case?

| work in a private company and am |

with my mother.

Please give me your advice early, for which | shall remain very

grateful.

Dear Rubina,

Rubina Sultana
Wyre Street, Wari, Dhaka.

As your questions deal with legal matters I referred it to
the lawyer in our team, who answers:

1) Yes, you can file for divorce in Dhaka.

2) You can only claim Mehr and some child support {f there
are any children. Contrary to popular belief a woman can
claim Mehr even if she asks for divorce.

3) The whole process will take 3 months. If it is stipulated
in your Nikah Nama that you have a right to diverce, then you
can give a notice of divorce which will become effective pro-
vided your husband does not contest

4) Yes, you can file the case yourself. If is difficult to say
how much a lawyer will cost as their fee is not standardised.

an amount to his wife after which his responsibility 1s over
She keeps accounts, shops hersell. monitors the servants,
does everything possible to manage with the amount given to
her. Yet at the end of the month she is accused of being a bad
manager, overspending if she asks for extra money due to
some emergency. | can assure you that this happens in mosi
households. Is this fair? What do you have to say to that?

Dear Shee{n._

I agree with what you say does happen though | don’t know

Sheela Majumdar.
Chittagong.

if it is true of most households. Overspending is not a gender
related habit as both men and womeén can be spenders, but
when a women does it she attracts more attention because
traditionally women are supposed to be thrifty. This is' a be-
haviour pattern which people acquire over the years due o
socital, psychological and economic factors and a habit which
is difficult to break. In my experience, relating to money or o
spending has created major problems among couples.

Dear Mita,

| am curious to know whether you are a man or a women,
how old are you? Are you married with children? Do you also
face some of the problems that you write about and de you

solve them yourself or seek help elsewhere? Though | have
never written to get advice | feel good that you are there to
help me if | need it. |1 do have a small problem. My neighbours
make too much noise especially when my son wants 1o sleep.

How can | stop them.

Dear Simmi,

Thank you for your nice letter. | prefer to keep my

Simmi. Malibagh.

and therefore cannot answer your questions. | do

anonymous
few problems like most normal people and seek

help if they

too complicated to be solved myself. About your
ﬁrﬂ.ﬂﬁmﬂyd@nﬂlm:wﬁgﬂmmﬂm:ﬁnm:ﬂ-
untarily. | suggest establishing some kind of relationship so
that once you reach a level of friendship communication can

serve and educate, to
"establish among our audience
healthy thinking about mar-

riage”.

Colloredo, insulted him. He
answered back and was thrown
oult.

Dear Mita,

: - For instance, one episode . become easier. If you ltve in an apartment then uniting all
2 ﬂmti Tesﬁ? HEE;:HEE fﬂlznr:tme:;r at:;Tﬁmh:u ‘i:s nruﬂghﬁllflljn;;tf] i:ﬁ ?:Eﬁd htg presented a Bﬁ-ycar-nlg wid- 1 am a young girl of 16 and “::11 E:Praf E“L:‘H O’ level EE your neighbours to common problems could perhaps help.
manl i"?i ot s cﬂss r o fn;Tn the clarity « of made him greater. From then ower looking for a wife to en- ams next year. My pr%?i:miis t tlac nmnu rﬂwmanyﬂﬂngm N i N
from :ﬂ: zrn;n? art's works. * inspiration and ldramatic t;tr . on, Mozart felt free and happy. cou the idea that older do besides studying. re is no place to spe y time in g —
n £ . W.I..-

Why was this homage paid to
him? Is Mozart thus the most
perfect and most universal of
musicians?

When he died on 5th
December 1791. aged only 35.
he left a vast output : 41 sym-
phonies, 27 concertos and 17
operas including the famous

fection make him a classic”, a
"revolutionary” classic who
"gave new dimensions to
melody and who attained un-
surpassable greatness”.
Everyday, Wagner, Chopin,
Schumann, Liszt and
Tchatkovsky, swore by him,
including the great Beethoven

His true genius burst out. He
turned all his difficulties to ad-
vantage and they enabled him

\ 'o discover the greatest inspi-
r. ation within himself. He be-
Cci{ 1me
. Ar, nadeus, "the beloved of the
g ot is". Mozart became Mozart.

the "diving Mozart"

"not to

ple also have the right "to
and be loved” — a notion
rejected by most Chinese.

In another programme
which featured a retired
worker with a 12-room house,
Yang reminded the audience
put material things

constructive way. | don't like doing the thing

s some of my

friends do such as going to parties or shopping. Is there an
alternative? Many people of my age have the same problem.

Dear Shaira,

Shaira, Lalmatia.

I agree there are not many existing facilities to entertain
young people such ds yow However, given the needs of our
society there should not be a dearth of things to do if you have

WRITE TO MITA

the interest and the energy. Forming a club with people of
common interest is a good thing to start. The Green (dealing
with environmental issues) is a popular theme with young

people nowadays. The recent cyclone has generated a lot of
en m among Youngsters to lend a hand to their

unfortunate country people. Projects such as children’'s edu-
cation, schools for the mentally retarded, development for
underprivileged women etc. could always use volunteers.
These are some ways to open time and have a feeling of satis-

above all other qualities.

'Yang also sets limits on
what subjects are allowed to
say: She admonished a young
girl who said she wanted to
appear on TV to a for-
eigner so she could live a
wealthy life and emigrate

He: asserted himself on the
fac ¢ ©f the world, on all levels
anc | 1 'nnovated in thousands of

wl.

"Marriage of Figaro”, "Don
‘"Giovanni" and "The Magic
Flute®. These works, which
have no precedent either for
their technique or for their in-

tion, are immediately ac-
knowledged by his contempo-
raries as being the height of

who absolutely venerated him.

So who 'was Mozart? Run by a trained and experienced Fam

ily and Marriage
eounsellor, assisted by a professional leam of doctor,
psychologist and lawyer, this column will answer ques-
tions relating to family, marriage, health, family laws, |
and social and interpersonal relation :

musical perfection : "Absolute fore he could even write. His  the his e )1y of music) and, from | ghyead. faction too. Please address letters to Mita, The Daily . GIPO Box
beauty h can only be con- first work was a concerto for then or 1 he gave priority to his Y our otive i weond." she 3257 or to 38/ 1. Toynbee Circular Road, Motijheel,
l:mrlltud in the view of eter- harpsichord when he was six. person: \| creation. He over- told the girl. "However, if a Dear Mita,

To begin with, he was an in-
fant prodigy. He was born in
Salzburg en 27th January 1756
and he started composing be-

M o tart was the first com-
poser ' t © have chosen his free-
dom (: ar 'd this is a milestone in

turned 1 m 1sical art. In place of
'music as a simple, pleasant but -
superfici a;! court entertain-
ment, he ,%ave a depth and
meaning 1 vi uch had been un-
known bei 'ai "¢ him.

His father Leopold, filled with
wonder, decided to "make this
miracle known to the world".
They travelled throughout
- Europe and were received by
kings at all the courts of the

v
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Few weeks ago you answered a letter to a man who com-
plained about his wife's spending habit. | would like to say
something in defence of women who are accused of over-
spending. The husband brings home the pay check and gives

foreigner falls in love with you
after seeing you on TV, it Is a
different thing.” The girl

dropped the idea of appearing
on the show.

While Mozart owed nothing

to anybody (he was to discover
Bach very late on), all the

composers coming after him
acknowledge owing him




