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‘I tried to
get rid of
bodyguards’

PARIS, May 22: Former In-
dian Prime Minister Rajtv
GCandhi said In an interview
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An Eye-witness Account
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But during Gandhis |1984-

22 : The Pakistan army sadd 80 1erm as Prime Minister of

lcased carly Wednesday by Pak-
istan's state-run news agency.

Candh! was hidden in a

bouquet of flowers handed

approached the dais during
the rally for this weck's

plosion occurred, two wit- (ace “which until then was all Gandhi, 46, was killed late o him as he began an elec- three-phase clections
dia into a Hindu state were a | nesses said. smiles, was blown off by the Tuesday when a bomb ripped tion campalign meeting, which began on Monday
trap. R h ] . explosion and his clothes were through a rally site in the town Congress Party spokesman Mukherjee said it was not
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the one the Germans fell into
with (Adolf) Hitler.” he said.
*"What is at stake here are

way to India

away from Gandhi when he
died. _
| saw one head (ly over our

Within hours of Gandhi's
death, the Indian security
force along its troubled border

ploded as Gandhi. who was
head of the Congress Party,

"Fourteen people were killed
and 's difficull o tell pre
ciscly right mow i he was

was heading for the dais at
the very foundations of the na- mNI-)GN+ May 22: RajlV | head. 1 don't know whose with Pakistan was ordered to an clection rally in the also blown up because Lhe
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he said. “If we fail in this task fom the Jnltcd (newspaper's] reporter got a precaution and warning lo Tamil Naru. ted.” he told Reuter by

as a nation, the model we've
buiit will crumble.” he said.

“That we will need a new
model, and | don’t think an-
other one exists that can sale-
guard the country’s unity.”

Opinion polls taken just be-
fore Gandhi's assassination
were unanimous in predicting
that his Congress would re-
main the biggest party after
India's current General Elec-
ton,

stopover
States and was due to leave on
a British Airways flight for In-
dia later in the day. officials
said, reports AFP.

Mr. Gandhi was met at Lon-
don's Heathrow airport by offi-
clals from the foreign office
and was escorted to the air-
F)rts VIP lounge to await his

Ht" arrived in Britain on a
flight from Boston, Massachus-

| setts, where he was studying,

Asia-Pacific leaders
ed, shocked

blood on his shirt from that
flying head, he said.

He said Gandhi's was
identified by his sports shoes.

The body was upside down.
There was dust and blood on
him a policeman lifted his
smashed head to sec if it was
Mr Gandhi. The clothes were
all torn. But his sports shocs
were there, the photographer
added.

The shaken journalist who
was a little further away, said
the explosion was "massive.”

There was conlusion all
around and people began run-
ning all over. It was a near

NEW DELHI: The coffin bearing the remains of former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi is carried from an air force

India’'s hostilities. But a Pak-
istan army spokesman said,
"Pakistan would never be ad-
venturesome in this or any
other situation. There (s

cnough trouble on the border
as it is.”

The official, who cannot be
identified under normal brief.
ing rules, said Pakistan had
also ordered its troops on alert
alter President Gen. Moham-
mad Zia-ul Haq was killed in a
myslerfous plane crash in
1988,

“Aller our of Aug 17
we did a similar thing. We are
nol sccing too much into this

stampede. Nobody initially plane May 22. Photo—AFP/UNB | thing. We are not expecting
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“heartfelt deep condo-

" and called thc:::

"respected man
mn:mlmiﬁllnhnpmﬂng

inghe Premadasa, speaking in
Colombo, condemned the as-
sassination as a "Barbaric and

more than 10,000 pecople had
gathered at Sripcrumpudur to
hear him and they began

The witnesses said several
people garlanded him and
Gandhi himself garlanded a

explosion.”
There was so much cloud
and dust that we couldn'l sce

and in 1971 over Bangladesh,
then East Pakistan.

Ethiopian peace

lie said the 46 year-old Gandhd
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India”. ily. stepped out of his car with lo-  belfore reaching the site of the some time to realise what had Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi speaking with his
China cal leaders of his Congress (I  proposed public meeting. happened. next Week mother Indira 19 days before her assassination Rajiv
in a Foreign Mjn- Nepal Gandhi, 47, was killed in a bomb attack May 21 in the
istry m"'ﬂﬂ Chinesc In Kathmandu, Premier Kr- ADDIS ABABA, May 22: southern Indian province of Tamil Nadu.
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message of lence to In-  *Entire Nepalese people and Mengistu Haile Mariam flew to
dian Premier Chandra myself are decply saddened by exile after 14 yecars of brutal

Shekhar, adding that Beijing
*shocked to learn the

the tragic death” of Gandhi,

rule, and eflectively challenged

Off the Record

was . whom he described as “great :;b%l: g;‘:gf:ﬁnfnﬁct?fﬁi
tragic ncws. lcader” of south Asia. war, reports Reuter:
Australia . His once-powerful -
Australian Prime Minister n M mm:’e' " Mengistu, a lonely figure hud- B()m m mawhe‘i hm
mlm ::'l m. mn&c::t;& HR:I;P;E}“;:; died in the back of a car, was PYONGYANG : He was born in a thatched hut and now lives

man who had accepted the
threat of assassination as part
of his job.

described the assassination as
a "scrious setback™ to democ-
racy across the world.

tmn * South

driven to Addis Ababa airport
with just two police motorcy-
cle escorts. He flew to Nairobi,
apparently on the way to sanc-
tuary in Zimbabwe where his
wife has already arrived.

Government and rebel lead-
ers meet for peace talks next
week in London.

The government, with
former vice-president Tesfaye
Gabre Kidan acting as head of
state, said Mengistu had fled to
avoid further bloodshed in civil

in a marble palace, worshipped by his people as the "Great

Leader”, reports Reuter,

That much is known about North Korean President Kim li-
Sung, among the very last of the world's hardline communist

lcaders whose personality cult has been taken to

heights un-

known since Soviet dictator Josel Stalin or China's Mao Tse-

tung.

As for the rest, take your pick from propaganda, what the
prying cyes of resident diplomats in Pyongyang can see, and
pure speculation about the country’s President since 1948.

Don’t bother to ask North Koreans about Kim's personal

life.

“It's impolite to ask such questions,” said one official, like

Korean Prime Minister Ro Jai-
President Roh Tae-Woo Wed
said, Reuter reports from Seoul.

his resignation to

every Korean adult wearing a Kim [1-Sung lapel badge. "In
his political secretary

North Korea we don't talk about the individual”.

Don’t imagine he will end up like his former ally Nicolae
Ceaucescu of Romania, a crumpled body in front of a firing
scquad. _

"There is no dissent here,” onc diplomal said, "Some
people believe in God, and some belicve in Kim [I-Sung.”

The elder Kim lives opulently just minutes by ear from the
centre of Pyongyang in a palace circled by a moat and reached
by a sweeping driveway decorated with playing fountains.

Pheasants and red-crested cranes wander [reely over ex-
panscs of manicured lawns.

Miracles from S. Arabia

WASHINGTON : The ban on alcohol in Saudi Arabia cut
down on U.S. military discipline problems, accidental deaths
and absenteecism during the Gulf war, a Defence Department
spokesman said, reports Reuter,

He said returning U.S. officers with British Gull war
Commander General Sir Peter de La Billiere, who told a par-
liamentary commitiee in London the alcohol ban had been an

nexpected boon for discipline among British troops.

wars which have dragged on
for decades.

State television said on
Tuesday evening Tesfaye
chaired a mceting of the
country's two highest authori-
ties, the council of the state
and the politburo of the ruling
party, which called for an im-
mediate ceasefire.

Ro has been under pressure to quit since the police kiiling
of a student demonstrator on April 26 sparked violent
ts.
It was not immediately clear whether the President would
accept the resignation by the semi olficial Yonhap news
agency said the cabinet would be reshullled soon.

PLO team to visit Damascus : »

senior PLO delegation will visit Damascus on Saturday for
talks with leaders on the normalisation of relations
afier a rift dating back to 1983, a PLO source in Tunis said on
Tuesday, Reuter from Tunis.

The delegation led by Farouk Kaddoumi Head of the Palcua
tine Liberation Organisation's Political Department will in-
clude Suleiman Najeb and Yasser Abed-Rabbo both members
of the PLO Executive Committee.

It will be the first official visit of Syira by a PLO delegation
since 1988 after a rift dating back to 1983.

Kaddoumi conferred with Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq
al-Shara in Cairo last week while attending a meeting of Arab

NEW DELHI Rajiv Gandhi's mfe Boma {L) and teenage daughter Priyanka (R) thmh ina
limousine as they head for the New Delhi airport in order to fly down to Madras area where

former Prime Minister was assassinated May 21. Photo — AFP/UNB

Rajiv Gandhi's last interview

"People frustrated as system 1s
not meeting their aspirations'

firecrackers and then a loud The mment must act so

League Foreign Minister.

Nation.

in Moscow on W

reports from New Delhi.
Twelve others were

explosion spread

billion dollar US arms shi

ing to find

technologies that lend

De Marco, who will also be travelling in his ca

ty Prime Minister and Foreign
and leaves for Beijing
He flies on to Pyongyang on May 28 and to Seoul on May 30.

Three killed in Allahabad violence :

Three people were killed in violence in
city of Allahabad hours after the assassination of the former
Prime Minister, national television reported Wednesday, AFP

UNGA chief to start 4-nation tour:

General Assembly President Guido de Marco will visit the
Soviet Union, China and North and South Korca this month, a
UN spokesman said on Tuesday, Reuter report from United

pacity as
Minister of Malta, is due
on Thursday.

Rajiv Garidhi's home

injured in the violence which erupted
as news of Gandhi's death Tuesday night in a

powerful bomb

in Allahabad, 800 kilometers (497 miles)
east of here, the television said.

Cheney defendsarmssalantolh

Defense Secretmjr Dick Chenecy Tuesd

defended a seven

pment lo Saudi Arabia, saying the
United States wanted to control the flow of arms to the Mid-
dle East but not ban it outright, AFP reports from Washington.

Cheney said President George Bush was "interested in try-
ways to control the flow of arms, that we are
especially interested in weapons of mass destruction and

to that kind of capability.

He told a Senate subcommittee the administration of Presi-
dent George Bush was also concerned aboul conventional
weapons but "that does not mean...
sales.”

a total prohibition on arms

NEW YORK, May 22 : Min-
utes before he was killed by a
bomb, former Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was
asked in his final interview il
he was afraid of his new, open
style of campaigning, reports
Reuter.

"What clse can [ do 7" he
replied to New York Times
Reporter Barbara Crossette,
who rode with him in his car
en route to a campaign stop in
Sriperumbuder.

"1 campaigned this way be-
fore | was Prime Minister. I'm
not Prime Minister now so I'm
campaigning this way again,”
he said.

A minute or two afler step-

ng out of the bullet-proof car

Gandhi was dead, killed by a

rful bomb  hidden in a
uquet of flowers.

All that was left of his body
were his head and his feet,
still wearing the expensive
running shoes he had recently
taken to for long days spent
campaigning, according to his
driver, the first on the scene.

In a dramatic account of
Gandhi's last seconds as he
walked toward a platform
erected for the occasfon Cros-
sctte wrote: "There was a sud-
den burst of what sounded like

boom, an explosion and a cloud
of smoke that scattered people
all around.

"It was all over in a matter
of seconds. The crowd at first
froze and then began to stam-
pede.”

During the final ride,
Gandhi spoke of his fatigue at
the seemingly endless cam-

ing. "At the end (of each
day) I am swollen and bleeding
or have a cut arm ... There is
this cheek pinching. And
sometimes in Muslim neigh-
bourhoods they kiss me — you
know, one, two, three times.”

He spoke about India and
where its political turmeoil was
leading it, Crossectte wrote.
Although he also that
the growth of strong new
political parties indicated a
democratic coming of age in
India, he had reservations.

"l feel these are the wrong
kind of parties,” he said, re-
ferring to rlghl wing, pro-
Hindu groups such as the
Bharatiya Janata Party, which
has aroused religious passions
among Hindus, India's major-
ity.

b "A tremendous frustration is
building up in the people,
which is causing these swings

from one party to another.
They are frustrated that the
system fs not delivering, not
meeting their aspirations.”

-Gandhi said he thought his
Congress Party had tried to
bring the high expectations for
India after its indcpendence
from Britain "down to a kind of
realistic level.

"But we have so much more
to do. We have to make the
system more efficient.”

He said four things were
needed in India : "We need ed-
ucation for the woman, the girl
child. We need a good job for
everybody. We need child and
maternal health care. And we
need overall economic growth.

Third violent
death in
Nehru family

SRIPERUMBUDUR, May 22:
The killing of Rajiv Gandhi
marks the third violent death
in the Nehru family within a
decade, reports PTI.

Sanjay Gandhi, who was in-
troduced to the political arena
by the late Prime Minister,
Indira Gandhi, nearly a decade
before her clder son Rajiv,
died In a plane crash

that the result is family plan-
ning, which would follow these
things.”

Above all he was deler-
mined to "kill all controversics
over religion,” he said.

As how he thought he
would get on with new Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, Gandh{ said they had
not met and he could not
speculate on their relationship.

But he said former Presi-
dent Mohammed Zia Ul-Hagq,
who was killed in a planc crash
in 1988, "could have solved
these with us.”

"We were close to finishing
agreement on Kashmir ... and
then he was killed,” Gandhi
said.

He said there was evidence
Zia was murdecred but would
not claborate, the Times said.
Another reporter who was in
his car asked if Candhi thought
Indian leaders might be tar-

ts as the country took on a
ger regional profile. He
agreed, but said lhe Soviet
Union was no threat as it had

"I've heard the same thing for U.S. forces, "Major
Hart sald in response to De La Billiecre's comments”.

Doug
They

said a lot of problems associated with alcohol consumption

didn't take place — fighting among troops
Hart also said accidental dealths among

and absenlectsm.”
U.S soldicrs from

car crashes were remarkably low because of the alcohol ban.
Many returning troops said the prohibition on alcohol had
helped them lose weight during the Gulf war and got them

into better physical condition.

Sakharov now a
darling of Kremlin

MOSCOW : Snvl:tfolithl
hailed late

leaders and foreign dignitaries
leader Andret Sakharov, long

reviled by the Kremlin as a traftor, as one of the great figures
of the 20th century, reports Reuler.

on Moscow's busy Ring Road marking

anniversary of the Nobel laurcate s birth, deputy

:ﬂr

Stankievich unveiled a memorial
sc where Sakharov lived and dicd.

on Lhe

w“mﬂlhtpulﬂﬂmnnlﬂ:m“n

" said Stankievich.

"He saved our honour,” declared the lzvestia newspaper in

l'runl-m hl:nl.lllm The
the Physicist, l-.'ll'.l he helped

Communist Party daily Pravda,
printed bitter denunciations for

for a new Soviet Unfon.

FI'E‘IHII'
Prize-winning writer Oles Adamovich compared Sakharov
with fellow Physicist and Mathematician Albcert Einsiein, also

a nobel peace prize winner.

"The totalitarianism of Nazi Germany

could not thlln'lr

Einstein, and our Soviet totalilarianism did not break

Sakharov,” declared Adamovich lo
dred Muscovites who gathered for

use from several hun-
ceremony.



