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Dhaka, Monday, May 20, 1991

A New Era for Nepal

The well-deserved victory' won the N:?a.li
Congress Party In the first ever free and [air
democratic election held in the country in more
than three decades virtually completes the pro-
cess of the return of the Himalayan kingdom to
the multi- ntary system that, at long
last, effectively buries the out-dated partyless

t structure. That it took so long for the
le of Nepal to restore democracy to their
-locked country is sad but not surprising.

After all, two other South Asian countries—
Pakistan and ladesh — have also taken years
to shake off the kles of authoritarianism and
to begin the journey back to democracy. This
gives people of this country a special reason to
rejoice at the historic development in Nepal.
Here, one should not also overlook the fact that
the mass upnurﬁ in Nepal and which
brought about the collapse of the em in the
two countries coincided in time frames, thus
putting their shared commitment to democrac
into a new focus. Let us hope that our share
commitment to democracy, now bclnf ut to
tests in Dhaka and Kathmandu, will {urther
strengthen the close relationship between the
two countries.

Besides shared commitments, there are almost
identical challenges facing the two neighbours.
Like Bangladesh, Nepal must demonstrate that
the new democratic system works, and works
better than authoritarianism, not merely in
establishing the right political climate but also in
stimulating the economy in fighting corruption
and in rest to full health such institutions as
the judiciary, the media and the civil service. We
have no doubt that as the new elected Govern-
ment of Nepal strives towards these objectives, it
can count on the support of the international
community for its economic programme as well
as on unqualified understanding, political and
economic, of two of its immediate neighbours,
India and China. There should also be no ques-
tions asked about the role of the King Birendra in
this scenario. It should continue to be one of un-
derstanding and non-interference, as befitting a
twentieth century constitutional monarch,

A or challenge facing the new administra-
tion in Nepal lies somewhere else. It is within the
new parliament, more specifically, in the emer-
ence of the United Communist Party of Nepal as

e second largest block, with 68 seats, occupy-
ing the opposition bench. For Nepal, there is
nothing to be alartned by this development. How-
ever, much depends on how sharp is the polari-
sation at the policy level between the centre-
right Congress Party and the leftist opposition. In
order to reach a modus operandi within the
framework of parliamentary democracy, the
communists should abide by the constitution like
any other party and refrain from r the boat,
especially where the position of the figurehead
monarch is concerned. On the other hand, the
ruun% party must acknowledge the popular man-
date behind the communist's performance at the
Folls. This mandate is based on a programme for
nnﬁl overdue socio-economic reforms, especially
in the land tenure system, taxation structure and
basic rural development. The leftist o
will indeed render a service to Nepal if it can
B;.lﬁh the ruling party on the road to reforms and

us help the country to embark on a modernisa-
tion programme in all dilferent fields. In the f(inal
Nanalaylrsts, this will be the test for democracy in

epal.

The Campus, Aga:n

The Dhaka University campus is blowing hot
and cold once again. Several days of clashes be-
tween rival groups involving firearms have left the
highest seat of education in the ccrunLr{l feeling
tense and apprehensive. The trouble this time
apparently was triggered by a seemingly minor
incident involving supporters of the two major
student-political parties of the country. Why such
minor incidents should lead to widespread
violence is a mystery, and it is an extremely un-
healthy indication of existing state of aflairs,
made deadly by the prevalence of firearms in stu-
dent politics. The failure of the police to inter-.
vene du the clashes, despite a heavy pres-
ence, is another of those questions that begs a
satisfactory answer.
Despite all that, there is hope behind the
gloom. The All-Party Students Unity (APSU) an-
nounced on Saturday, following a meeting with
the Vice-Chancellor and provosts of all the halls
of residence, that they would work to eradicate
all weapons of terror as well as terrorism from
the campus. More important perhaps, APSU has
made it clear it will demand the expulsion of
weapon-carrying activists from all student par-
As we have emphasised in a previous editorial
on the issue, people do expect better things
the university now that the root cause of tension
i.e. lack of government accountability and democ-
racy, has more or less gone. Understandably,
many people who hailed APSU and its compo-
nents lor their exemplary role in last year's pro-
democracy movement are disappointed with
continued violence in and around the campus.
The simple fact is, if we wish to free our educa-
tional institutions from terror, then the students
must show the way. The nation joined hands with
them last year, and it will do so again, but only if
APSU shows it has the intention and the ability to
compel its components to give up politics of ter-
ror (statements are of little use; APSU made a
slmhlar declaration few weeks back with no im-
act).
N With elections to the Dhaka University Central
Students Union (DUCSU) due on July 18, it is the
duty of APSU to make sure that guns and goons
are not used to gain control of the campus or
halls during campaigning. We wish to see a con-

enial atmosphere prevail on the campus, one
that is conducive to studies as well as peaceful
politics. In order to achieve that goal, student
parties must discontinue their practice of allow-
lrlql outsiders — whether non-students or ex-
pe

osition

ed former students — to conduct politics,

often with the help of firearms, on the campus.
The universlt¥ authorities and APSU bear the
major share ol responsibility to ensure non-stu-
dents are unable to take part in campus politics.
We have heard all the statements, now it is to be
hoped that APSU components will honour their
pledge to drive out terror from the campus. It is
well recognised that without full cooperation
from all the parties, there is not much the au-
thorities can do to ensure peace.
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people who study ele-

ctions and attempt
mathematical predic-tions. Th-
erc aren't many of them in
Iindia but the very few there
are now make money
doing public ictions for
newspapers magazines and
private ones for political
partics. Sometimes the private
whisper leaks into the press.
One of them gtves the
Congress Party an over all
the others, tim:l'nur an
absolute .

However, as the trends in
the Nepal election ‘show, pre-
dictions can go awry. Journal-
ists predict out of gut feeling
and elementary c-‘l:uhunnl
and that predictions ﬁ like
this : Congress will the
largest party. without an over-
all majority; BJP will be next
with a considerable hike over
its 86 in the last election;
Janata Dal will be the third,
with the Leftists and others
bringing up the rear; the
Janata Dal of Mr Chandra
Shekhar can only be a parasite.
having to cling to some other
party

Quite a number of wise
people have said that the day
of single party governments is
over in India and that future s
with coalitions. This was said
in the 60's, too, when. In a
number of states like West
Bengal and U.P. coalition gov-
ernments took office. wran-
gled and bickered and then
disappeared. Mr. V.P. Singh’s
government was not a coalition
in the strict sense because the
BJP and the Leftists
it from outside. But it was a
coalition of sorts, After the re-
sults and before a government
is formed, there can be a lot of
movement across party bor-
ders. In faet, between

Congress, Janata Dal, Janata
Dal (S) and a fair number of
the BJP followers there are no
ideological borders.

Nine parliamentary elec-
tlons in 39 is not at all a
bad tally for a Third World

“llzéﬂcmlnlrdh
could said to be alive and

kicking. But that is too stmple
a statement. The late Aneurin

Bevan, the British Labour Party
leader, once said “Parliament

in England is hundreds of
g.--rl old but Democracy in

ngland is quite recent.” In
other words, having a Parlia-
ment does not mean having a
Democracy. This is very true of

In the last 15 years or so
the Indian Parliament has de-
clined in prestige and effec-
tiveness. The Executive has

. sometimes
with little excuse, and has had
to rule some of them with
paramilitary or military help.
Those issues have found lit-
tle reflection in the election
speeches of leaders. As for
manifestoes, they are not
taken very seriously. Capsulat-
ing everything in one or at best
two words the Congress has
called for Stability, the BJP for
Ram and Roti and the Janata
Dal for Mandal
(tmplementation of the Mandal
Committee Report on the
backward classes). All these
are misleading simplifications.
In the 1984 election, Rajiv

nn-ndhinn:lth:(.‘.mptl.

thundering majority but
couldn't give stability. Ram is
an emotive appeal. the kind of
eall that, with race and lan-
guage, is a divisive lollipop.

N old law
that u the pro-
tection of blood ties

among Japanese has allowed

thousands of Japanese Latin

Americans to seek economic

opportunities in the land of

their ancestors.

But social workers and hu-
man rights advocates have
criticised the law—which
permits second-or third-gen-
eration Japanese Latin
Americans who can prove des-
cent from Japan to apply for
permanent residence—as dis-
criminatory against Asians
secking jobs in Japan by deny-
ing them legal access to the
labour market.

They point out that the host
ol social problems confronting
the eager applicants tends to
disprove the official view that
because the migrants are
Japanese, there would not be
any difficulties. _

Critics of. the immigration
policy say it is the werst ex-
ample of the Japanese island
mentality that emphasises
Japanese blood links and
shows no tolerance at all to-
wards outsiders.

"The law says Asians cannot

work in Japan they are
foreigners. On other hand,
Japanese Latin Americans who

have been born and bred in
another country are given
Japanese rights because they
have ancestors who were born
here, an

address.
Trial of Ershad

Sir, We want that H.M.
Ershad should be tried in or-
dinary civil courts for his
tion of power on March
24, 1982 from a legally consti-
tuted government of Justice
Sattar. We want this trial in the
name of de , rule of law
and sove of the people
and to establish that crime
does not pay. We also want that
Ershad should get a fair treat-

ment, a fair trial s6 that pes-
terity should not blame us for

miscarriage of justice.

Farhana, Fazle Rabbi, Winny
481, Ibrahimpur, Dhaka.

To err is human

Sir, A recent news item
says that Her Royal Highness,
the Queen of England, was
spotted driving a car- in
Windsor area in England. The
security guard got the shock of
his life when he tried to stop
the car, driven the Queen
herself, in the rse trials,
which was closed to people
without proper pass.

Actually, when he stopped
the car, the guard he
had stopped an unauthorised
woman driver from driving
into a restricted area. When
the guard realised whom he
had checked. he was ex-
tremely embarrassed and
scared,

Well, to err is human, but

argument that | con-
sider unjust,” said Rev Hiroshi

Japan's Labour Market

INDIA GOES TO POLLS
_“

Predictions can go
predictions go like this :

awry. Journalists
predict out of gut feeling .... and that

will be

the largest party, BJP will be the next,

Janata Dal will be the third ...
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Rajiv Gandhi's style of func-
tioning during 1984 to 1989
showed an immaturity sauced
by gimmickry and cronyism
that people began to distrust
His economic polidy left the
country bankrupt. Maybe he
has learnt a bitter lesson. In
the opposition, though. his
briefl foray into Gulf diplomacy
was a [@rce. His party can only
gain in the North of India be-
cause [n Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh. Himachal Pradesh

The LatAm Connection

Watanabe of the Kalaba No Kai,
@ group that helps illegal
workers. . e

The severe labour crunch in
Japan's expanding economy
has resulted in the influx of
workers from. Third World
countries.

Despite numbers that reach
well over the afficial 120,000
illegal workers—mostly from
Asia—living in Japan, the gov-
emment has refused to change
laws barring unskilled labour.

Last June, the i tion
office tightened controls on
unskilled workers with no
proper visas by introducing se-
vere penalties for both work-
ers and employers. This forced

many Asians to opt for depor-
tation or go underground.

As a result many Japanese
factories are now hiring Latin
Americans of Japanese des-
cent.

"When I go back to Brazil,
many poor people ask me to
help them get jobs in Japan
and | am ashamed to say only
Japanese can go," said one
Japanese Brazilian.

According to the Ministry of
Labour, there are 80,000

rule

and UP it made a very poor
showing in 1990. it has no way
to go but up. In the South
Co ss is ular and so is
the personable Rajiv Gandhi.
The BJP is an unknown ma-
terial. Could this party's being
in power have a effect
on Bangladesh ? Some BJP
leaders have said they will try
to stop the inflow of migrants
from Bangladesh but have not
spoken in religious terms. BJP
governments have held office

Suvendrini Kakuchi writes from Tokyo

Latin Americans of Japanese descent are
benefiting from a law that emphasises blood
links to the detriment of Asians seeking jobs
in Japan's labour market. Latin American
workers, having legal status, have an edge

over their Bangladeshi or Philippine

counterparts.

“

istered here but unofficial es-
timates say there are over
300,000 living in Japan.

Most of them are from
Brazil. which has the largest
population of Japanese mi.
grants who went of South
America for better economic
opportunities during the
1920's and 1930's. Others
come [rom Peru, Venezuela
and Argentina.

Latin American workers,
having legal status, have an
edge over their Bangladeshi or
Philippine counterparts.

There are very few cases of
Japanese Latin Americans be-
ing dragged into gang rings or
women being forced to work
as prostitutes like Asians, ac-

cording to Mario Lima Brasil,
who heads Catla, an active
Latin American workers sup-
port committee.

But, like Asian work-
ers, the Japanese Latin
Americans form a permanent
underclass in Japanese society
doing factory or farm jobs

shunned by wealthy Japanese.

"l probably will settle here
because there are no economic
opportunities back home." said
32-year-old Paulo Tanaka who
works for 12 hours a day in an
auto parts plant and lives with
his Brazilian wife and two chil-
dren in a two-room apartment.

"But I am not accepted here
as a Japanese and will never

Japanese Latin Americans reg-
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

an error of such a magnitude
might lead to problems, some-
times. So it is much better to
be sure before we do try to

show our power to others.

Enayet Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka.

Vehicle luxury

Sir, Bangladesh is a poor
country. It has been rendered
rer by the devasta tidal
re that swept through the
coastal belt. It me to see
luxury exhibited at this time by
richer section of the society
when | see them in the air-
conditioned comfort of their
huge Nissan Patrol or Mit-
subishi Pajero. The govern-
ment rules make it easy for
them to do without paying for
it.
- Mercedez Benz 560 SEL is
considered a hlxur;rl in mhi. S0-
clety. In Bangladesh one to
over Tk | crore to have
the pleasure of owning it.
There is another vehicle Nis-

- san Patrol which has almost all

the luxuries of Mercedez and

‘ which costs almost same as

Mercedez in many countries
including the oil rich Gulf
states. Incidentally, these lux-
ury vehicle sells at only Tk 14

lac in due to some
loop hole in our custom duty
procedure.

In order to help get 4-
wheel drive working vehicle
for field work, government

L =

imposed only 50% cuslioms
duty on ‘petrol driven 4-WD
Jeep. So Nissan Patrol come
under that. But it is not a basic
working vehicle for field. It is a
real luxary vehicle having air
conditioning, power steering,
power brake, power window,
power door mirror, power seat
tilt etc. In fact it has all the
luxuries of Mercedez Benz. It
also has over 4000- c.c engine,
consuming huge quantity of
petrol. "

I do not say that this car
should not be imported. If any
one wants to enjoy the luxury
he must pay for it to the tune
of almost a Mercedez. Each Pa-
trol or Pajero consumes about
US 830,000 of wage earners'
hard earned remittances
which could have been utilised
for import of industrial raw
materials or some basic com-
modities. So if these vehicles
are imported, government
must not let the luxuries be
enjoyed so cheaply by the
richer section of the society.
Government must readjust
custom duty level because
there is difference between
basic field vehicle and the so-
called 4-WD vehicles.

1 do not blame this govern-
ment because this was done,
perhaps intentionally, by the

revious autocratic regime. |

pe the present popularly
elected government will not
repeat it in the next budget
which is under preparation
now, so that the back door use
of Mercedez luxury in stopped.
Custom duty collected from a
Nissan Patrol or Mutsubishi
Pajerc is even less than that
from Toyota Corolla, which is
quite a basic car,

A. Hussain

70 Elephant Road
Dhaka 1205

Respect to dead bodies
Sir, Medical Students have

strict instructions to pay
proper respect to dead bodies,

while taking lessons in
anatomy classes, according to
medical ethics.

Two photographs of (1)

Mother and baby and (2) a

woman, projected in the very

front of a widely circu-

lated Bengali daily on May

04,1991 far from eliciting an

artistic laurel for the photog-

rapher, call for his drastic’
condemnation.

We do not know, if there
exists any code of ethics for
journalists—photographers in-
cluded.

Bangladesh Press Institute
should take the matter up suo-
moto.

M.S. Haque, Dhalka.

Sir, When the whele nation
is observing austerity vis-a-vis
the cyclonic catastrophe and
prm:ticallzﬂ_ half of the popula-
tion is sulffe from hunger,
lack of :he?tznf and clothing
ete., the BMDC authorities are
setting a different example. A
crash programme to beautify
the centre has been taken up
which for obvious reasons, has
created dissatisfaction

the officers and ;
BMDC reportedly suffer a
severe sho of funds. It

may be noted here that the
PABX telephone system of the
centre has been lying inopera-
tive since the connec¢tion was
cut off for non-payment of bills
six months ago.
The affairs of BMDC

a thorough investigation with
honest, sincerity of purpose
and patriotic feelings.

An ex-participant

it is presumptuous 1© speak
of what the Indian public
wanits but one should have a
shot at making some rash re-
marks. India cannot afford fre-
clections.

the parties and candidates
spend. Holders of ‘No 2’ money
are the major contributors to
election funds and they cer-
tainly expect a returmn for thetr

investment
The role of the media has

changed enormously election
by election. Doordarshan and
AlIR have stayed in their groove
and so they are being by
passed with video and audio
cassciles. some s0 emotive
that they have been banned.
Hoardings posters. handbills.
film advertisements. newspa-
per advertisements have
drawn hundreds of crores of
rupecs and have meant a bo-
nanza o printers and others.
Of course every wall that can
be defaced has been.

The regions offer an inter-
esting prospect. Tamil Nadu
will have a woman as
Chief Minister — Jayalalitha
the film star of the AIADMK
party who has entered into an
entente with the Congress.
Another star. N. T. Rama Rao,

be.” he added.

Local television reports
have featured the Hves of the
new migrants, many of whom
are in their twenties and thir-
tes.
They regularly send back to
South America portions of
their salaries for the support of
extended families or for build-
ing luxury houses they hope to
return to si :

Volunteer social workers
working with Japanese South
Americans say the biggest
problems facing the settlers
stem from adjustment difficul-
ties. -

"They may

look like
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could become law his govern-
ment fell. L K Advani. presi-
dent of BJP. was Information
Minister in the Janata Dal Gov-
ernment of 1977 and set up a
commitlee to go into autonomy
for Radio-TV. When #t reported
he said. "We promised auton-
omy but they want freedom.”

The author (s a noted
columnist and a former Assis-
tant Editor of The Statesman
and founder director of the
Press Institule of India. He
writes regularly for several
Indian and foreign newspa-
pers, inclouding The Daily
Star.

Japanese but they cannot
speak the language and they
think and act like foreigners
which means they are social
outcasts,” said Brasil.

Disillusionment has re-
sulted in stress problems and
even suicides, he said. Painful
ulcers are a common ailment
among migrants, he added.

“You find people who had
been surgeons working in fac-
tories or painters laying bricks
and as a result they are under
severe emotional stress,” said
Brasil

Volunteers criticise the

government for not
counselling systems or ser-
vices that guarantee the right
to better life.

"For instance, the brokers
who bring in the workers and
take large fees that include a
40 percent contribution from
the migrants’ salaries should
be controlled.” said a velun-
teer. — IPS.

OPINION

Adoption : A

Western experts are opin-
ing that single women inter-
ested in adopting children
should think very carefully be-
fore doing so. They are stress-
ing this especially in case of
those children the identity of
whose fathers are unknown.
meaning that the fathers have
abandoned the mothers after
the birth of the child. and thus
mothers being absolutely
helpless have given the child
for adoption.

These helpless mothers
take this decision thinking of
the welfare of the child. They
want their children to have a
better life as well as a stable fu-
ture,

Even in cases where sueh a
child is given for adoption to a
family of only husband and
wile, there also arises a prob-
lem. The main area of problem
is that the adopted child is al-
ways trying to Irnd who his /her
real father is. This actually is
nothing but a quest for finding
their own identity but the re-
sult is that these children be-
come extremely confused, and
unhappy.

[t matters little even if they
live & lhuxurious life while their
anonymous past continues to
haunt them. So gradually as
they grow. and from childhood
enter into adolescence, it be-
comes terribly important for
them to know who they are. In
other words, to find their
roots, and it 1is this
complicated question which
keeps on bothering them, ull
they are able to find an answer.

In cases they do not find
the answer,

ing . their present miserable.
Often it so happens that these
children. so determined to

Social Problem

served to be women who had
been adopted in their own
childhood. When they want to
adopt children. or are on the
verge of having one, they sud-
denly face the question of
identity of their own life.

Experts believe that it is
quite clear from the be-
havioural pattern of these chil-
dren that they if given the
choice, would prefer to live
with their own parents, in-
stead of the adop ones, no
matter how rich or the
foster parents are .

Thus according to western
experts any single woman who
wants to a child with the
identity of his/her father un-
known. is taking avery big risk
for the future, as it may tumn

. out to be quite a traumatic ex-

perience, and not be emotion-
ally satisfying in any way.

However, we must remem-
ber that this is entirely a
weslern view, as ado is
quite common and
in that society, in contrast to
ours. Yet in our society too,
such cases often occurred. And
in recent years, adoption fis
becoming quite commeon
mostly among childless afflu-
ent couples. The difference is,
in our country couples like to
keep it a secret, pretend
that the child is their nat
born one.

The reasons for keeping
this a secret are many. Mainly
the narrow concept of our so-
cial structure is not at all sym-
pathetic towards the idea of
adoption.

Therefore, the question
which haunts us is that these
children who are at present
being adopted have a strong
chance of coming o know
their true background, when
they are grown up. For how-
ever much the parents try,
there will be close relatives
and a who by acci-
dent might reveal the true
identity of the - child.
Then the child will start the
hunt for "and the situ-
ation will be no different from
what is happening in the West
NOW.

S. Chowdhury,
Mohammedpur, Dhaka.



