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US military

The United States will continue to freese

aid to

Kenya until it seces
s situation In the African country, a state department
said, reports Reuter from W

. ashington.
The United States originally halted 10 million dollars in
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improve its human rights record, was helpful in U. 8.
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Gaddafl.
Algeria not keen on N-bomb : ae-

ria's nuclear research programme is not aimed at developing
an atom bomb , Prime Minister Mouloud Hamrouche was

culturally without having the atom bomb. That is my concept

and that of all those who make decisions in Algeria,
Hamrouche said in an interview published by the Paris daily
Le Monde.

Last month, the W n Post said US intelligence had
established that a nuclear reactor wWas cons in
cooperation with China would eventually be capable of uc-
ing fuel for nuclear weapons.

Gorbachev bans strike : sovet president

Mikhail Gorbachev issued a decree on Thursday banning

strikes in key sectors of the economy and introducing a range

of incentives to revive the country's sagging industrial
. reports Reuter from Moscow,

The decree, read on state television, said anyone organis-
ing work s in the energy. chemical and metallurgical
industries could face criminal prosecution.

it also gave basic industries greater control over produc-
tion revenue, allowing them to retain 10 per cent for their

OUWT1 use.

Bush invites Jordan to ME confce :

President George Bush invited Jordan's King Hussein to join a
Mideast Peace Conference but received no response, the
White House announced Thursday, reports AFP from
W

Bush called the Kind Wednesday, when the two leaders
talked for the first time since their meeti in
Kennebunkport, Maine, last August. relations had over
Jordan's support for Iraq during the Gulf War.

The President, who was to be briefed today by Secretary of
State James Baker on his return from Middle East. wanted to
assure the King "that we were committed to the pro-
msinlhrﬂﬂdhﬂutlndhoptfulﬁrymldﬁqhﬂy
committed and would support the peace conference pro-
posal,” spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said.

- L] L]
Strike in Polish co mines : A
strike in Poland's copper mines continued for a third day on
Thursday after talks on demands for a 100 per cent pay
increase collapsed, an official of the state copper industry
said, reports Reuter from Warsaw.

Henryk Karas, manager of the Rudna mine where the
strike began on Tuesday, said the strikers rejected a man-
agement call to resume work after a delegation returned
empty-handed on Wednesday from talks with Industry
Ministry officials in Warsaw. -

He said the strikers wanted to take over t of
the four state-owned mines until the end of the strike but the
demand was rejected.

-

Kuwait to try 200 ‘collaborators’ :
A court in Kuwait city is to begin hearing evidence Sunday
against the first of an estimated 200 people accused of
collaborated with the Imagis during the occupation of Kuwait,
Justice ministry sources said Thursday, reports AFP from
Kuwail

i3ut they said the trials which were to have begun Saturday,
could also start with some of the several hundred other de-
fendants changed with non-political criminal offenses under
the occupation.

Those accused of actively conspiring with the Iragis are to
be tried under martial law regulations, which have been in ef-
fect since the liberation of Kuwait February 28.

Sudanese rebels call for talks :

Rebels of the Sudan People’'s Liberation Army (SPLA) called
Thursday on the Sudanese government to join it in peace
talks in a neutral country to settle the current civil war,
reports AFP from Nairobi.

In a surprise offer in an address over radio SPLA, moni-
tored here Thursday, SPLA leader John Garang said: “we
would be ready to talk peace with the Junta on neutral ground
like other rebel groups have done in Angola, Ethiopia, Liberia
and Mozambique.”

"Whatever obstacles the Junta lays on the road to peace,
our quest for a peaceful solution to Sudan's problems remain
unchanged.” Colonel Garang said in the address, making the
eight anniversary of the founding of the SPLA, when the
rebels took up arms to fight against the domination of the
mainly Christian and animist south by the Muslim-dominated

Arab north.
Strike paralyses AToania : s e

economic and political demands brought factories and public
transport to a standstill across Albania on Thursday, reports
Reuter from Vienna.

Albanian journalists quoted radio reports as saying the
strike received 50 per cent support in enterprises in the
capital Tirana and total support in the no town of
Shkoder and the western towns of Kavaje and Durres. All
three are strongholds of opposition to the ruling Communist

Earlier union officials said at least 250,000 workers had
joined the action to demand wage rises of between 50 and
100 per cent for most workers and an investigation into the
killing of four opposition activists during anti-Communist un-
rest in Shkoder on April 2.

aid to Kenya to remain frozen :
improvement in the human

'

e

INternation ] e — — ——————————

Wife helping me, but not as Sharmila Tagore'

'Raja' out again to humble |

NEW DELHI, -
1989 Vishwanath Pratap Singh
ted the Indian electorate
ble

ng the seeming impossi-

— uniting irreconcilable

political forces and toppling

the all-powerful Congress Raj,
reports AFP.

Now 17 months later he is
one of three ex-prime miinis-
ters battling in the ruins of his
own short-lived government
and the one that followed for
the change to prove he's not

st a power-buster but the

t man to bufid a new India.

"Now we are entering un-
paved roads, the area of the
Janata Dal's (People's Party)
strength,” the 50-year-old
adopted son of an Indian
Prince told the Times of India
while stumping rural back-
roads Wednesday at the wheel
of his car.

He was referring to his new
image not as protector but

leader of the poor, the
lower castes and the minori-
ties. |

The 'Raja’ is also out to

that his David and Go-

th act with Rajiv Gandhi,

which left Mr. Gandhi's

Congress (1) muddled and

dispirited, had broken the

arty's monolithic hold over
Eew Delhi once and for all.

But the V P Singh facing the
wilted, politics-weary crowds
in this election is a far cry
from the mmhlh t-awkward,
bespectacled knight in shini
armour who was carried h
by leftists and rightists over
the body of the Congress (I) in
1989.

The rightists have long
since deserted him. never to
return, and have for the first
time unfurled new saffron ban-
ners of Hindu nationalism
which they believe they can
raise over India, partly by
stealing a chunk of Mr V P
Singh's lower caste vote bank.

Another report adds : It's
carly in the day and Mansur All
Khan, the Nawab of Pataudi,
has walked down the curved
staircase of his shambling
white bungalow known as
Flagstafl House, to face a posse
of nitpicking reporters. His
voice i1s low and deep, his
Urdu excellent and his profile
as imposing as Marcus Aurelius

Sy e gy ey
the local press is a lit-

ﬂc_ qﬂ' I?nlanne by the concen-

The Raja — V.P. Singh

trated glare of so much star
quahg«. It's like facing a one
man demolition squad.

First reporter: Will you
bring in Bombay movie stars to
campaign for you ?

Answer: No, this is not a
film nite, it's a serfous elec-
tion.

Second reporter (sputte-
ring): But you're marrfed to a
film star, won't she help ?

Answer: | didn't marry a
film star, | married a person.
She will help me as my wife,
not as Sharmila Tagore.

First reporter: Who asked
you to stand for election ?

A: Rajtv requested me. He is
a family friend. 1 was only
partly inclined. | first said |
would work for the party but
not fight. But | was tired of
being critical of government in
drawing rooms. So, if | now
fail, you can't say I didn't make
an effort.

And so the questioning of
"Tiger® Pataudi grinds on, with
the political candidate disap-
pearing under the yoke of

ey

stardom. Such arc the wages of
being star cricketer, star me-
diaperson, star model and
spouse of film star all rolled
inte one, that one should, in
fact, possess a solid thinking
head screwed tightly on, not
many people will believe it.

Because there is one other
factor that persuaded Pataudi
to enter politics and that is the
fact of his being Muslim. lie
calls himself a "fundamentalist,
because | believe in the fun-
damentals of Islam. but 1 am
not a bigot, and that {s what
people mean when they speak
of Hindu or Muslim fundamen:
talism.” He's that sort ol man :
behind the charming. jokey.
laidback cxterior is someone
debating the meaning of
words, thoughts and actions
and trying to link them to-
gether into a careful whole. His
wife confirms the impression.
Sharmila Tagore says that
though she's been away since
he filed his nomination she
was "anticipating his decision
because he's been gradually

NEW DELHI : Nawab Mansoor Ali Pataudi gets his forehead marked with tilak by a young

girl during his campaign in Harijan colonies of Shahjehanabad

- kidnappings
| against Kuwaitis and foreign-
ers.”

Rajiv : Pataudi now 'fie

truth is that as a he's

ship, sanity, honesty and
credibility in current tics.
He felt he had to in be-
fore it was too late for and
for others.”

He is 50 this year and
though his inheritance Hes in

ncy.,
is rural and about a quarter of

The States has granted
asylum to 360 Libyan troops

l & captured in the conflict be-
tween Libya and Chad and
switched sides, US officials
speaking on condition of
anonymity said Thursday re-
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te 19608 and luiler re-
tired as "ldh:;nl’radeth'- Thlrl-l-m‘lrl “'“ _I
himsell as a “son of the soil”. from Natrobi. where they had

ganisation and following in the
statc he won by a comiortable
margin last time. Today his

nce is tempered by the
BJP government's [atlures
from the willing postponement
of the hayat elections to | M®
the privatisation of
the Rs 600 croee tendu leal
industry., Sunderial Patwa's
record earned flak all mund
Verma concedes this "The
administration could have been
tighter. There need not have

Offictally. Washington has

been 80 many transfers carly in | Libyans from Chad was at-
the government's tenure. [t | tended intelligence offictals
ted decistons from per- | from the Unt States and

preven

co o the ground level
Sill. te their inexperi
ence Patwa's ministers were

angles compared to ecarlier
Congress ministries.”

Record

Janata Dal), he's deliberately
decided on a low-key cam-
paign style. No banners, no
large mee and no caval-
cade. He's low on funds
and firmly believes that “any
show is waste of money". With
xpic;l{liy Tigersish, deep-

roa langour he says he's
"just walking around and col-
lecting a few boys”. As for
Masjid and Mandir he won't
mention the words. " As far as
| am concerned it's a non-is-

KGB wanted to
kill Pope,
says Agca

ROME, May 17: Metmet Ali
Agca, the Turk who shot Pope
Johe Paul 10 years ago, said in
a newspaper interview
Thursday that the Soviet KGB
and the Bulgarian government
were behind the assassination
attempt, reports Reuter.

"I knew that the KGB
wanted to kill the Pope.” the
jailed gunman said in written
answers to questions by
Milan's Corriere Della Sera
Newspaper.

“The Bulgarians wanted the
death of Pope John Paul Il be-
cause they were prisoners of
(late Soviet leader Leonid)
Brezhev's doctrine of limited

| sovereignty,” he said.

Reinstatement of
Kuwaiti parliament
demanded

KUWAIT, May 17: Seven
opposition groups have ac-
cused the Kuwaiti government
of widespread torture and
other human nghts violations
and demanded the immediate
reinstatement of the country's
parlament, which was dis-
solved by decree five years ago,

r reports AFP.

The seven movements
signed a common commu-
nique. They included the
Kuwaiti democratic platform.
which is liberal. and the con-
stitutional Islamic movement.

The text accused the gov-
ernment of Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmed Al-Sabah of

"executions, arbitrary arrests,
and torture,

Amended Sharia law.Rassed

Parliament okays Sharif's bid
to Islamize Pakistan

groups, supported the bill but
another influential radical

ISLAMABAD, May 17 : Pak-
istan's National Assembly

{lower house) adopted Thurs-
day a government bill to en-
force Sharia or Islamic law, di-
viding Mfundamentalists and
drawing flak from the opposi-
tion, AFP,

The ., which declares the
Quran and Sunnah the
supreme law of this predomi-
nantly Muslim country of 110
million people, must now be
adopted by the Senate (upper
house) before becoming law.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif described the passage of
the bill as a "historic for
the cou and noted t it
had from democracy
instead of revolution.

He said this bill would not
bring a change overnight but
‘provided a direction” for the
country to follow.

The Jamaat-e-Islami and
Jamiat Ulema Pakistan, two
prominent fundamentalist

. the Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
am spurned it as not far-
reaching enough.

The 20-clause bill was
passed on a voice vote by the
217-member House as
deputies from former Premier
Benazir Bhutto's People's
Democratic Allance refused to
give their approval.

Ms. Bhutto, who was not in
the House at the time, has

Soviet defence
spending cut
by 6 p.c.

WASHINGTON, May 17:

Soviet defense spending

dropped six per cent in real
terms in both 1989 and 1990,

a US intelligence report pub-
lished Thursday said , reporis
AFP.

dubbed the legislation
"obscurantist and unconstitu-
tional.”

The government said the
bill laid the foundations for "an
Islamiec, democratic, welfare
state.”
Before the passage. the
House amended the bill to
provide a clear-cut guarantee
against any danger to the exist-
Ang anm system aris-
ing from a Sharia-based court
challenge.

- Under another amendment,
the House agreed to protect
the existing rights of Pakistani
women in accordance with the
constitution.

The bill calls for setting up
broad-based commissions to
recommend measures to lIs-
lamize education and the
economy and to eliminate in-
terest-based banking.

Until an alternative eco-
nomic system is introduced,
financial obligations with for-

eign governments shall con-
tinue to be valid and binding.

It calls on the government
to enact laws in line with Is-
lamic tenets to combat cor-
ruption, obscenity, lawlessness
and un-Islamic practices in so-
clety.

ROK students

attack US army

housing compound

SEOUL, May 17 : About 200
South Korean students at-
tacked a US army housing
compound in Seoul today with
a firebomb. Military officials
said there were no injuries or
mﬂﬁl‘ damage, reports Reuter.

lice used mﬂ'égm to dis-
perse the students from
nearby Dongkul University.
who had demonstrated in front
of the Hannam Village Housing
Complex for about 90 minutes,
a US forces Korea spokesman
said.

| Queen Elizabeth praises

US role in Gulf war

WASHINGTON, May 17:
Queen Elizabeth, in the first
speech to congress by a Bri-
tish Monarch praised the US
role in the Gulf war on Thurs-
day, but said the true Allied
objective of lasting peace in
the region had not yet been
achieved, reports Reuter.

| salute the outstanding
leadership of you President
and the courage and progress
of the armed forces of the
United States, the Queen said
in an address to members of
both Houses of Congress in the
chamber of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Unfortunately experience
shows that great enterprises
seldom end with a tidy and
satisfactory flourish, together

‘we are doing our best to re-

establish peace and civil order
in the region, and to help
those members of ethnic and
religious minorities who eon-
tinue to suffer through no fault
of their own.

If we succeed, our military
success will have achieved its
true objective, she said.

thtint.l President's Abra-
ham Lincoln and Franklin Roo-

sevelt to wunderscore her
points, Queen Elizabeth
stressed the similarities be-
tween Britain and the United
States notably a shared belief
in indtvidual freedom.

In a wide ranging speech
that discussed Britain's role in
a united Europe and the chal-
lenges facing Africa and Asia,
the Queen said this was to
time to be isolationist.

We must not allow curselves
to be enticed into a form of
continental insularity, she
added, on the third day off ¢
state visit to

I believe this is
important now, at a time of

Best friendship
still in death

ROUND LAKE BEACH. Illlinois : Two teen-agers. best
friends for ycars, wrote a suicide note together, sat down on
the raflroad tracks and were run over by a train. reports AP

Susan Zingales and Julie Pallach, both 14. were killed
instantly late Tuesday by a commuter train travelling from
Chicagpo to suburban Fox Lake. police said.

The girls. who attended the same school and played on the
same basketball team. left a joint suicide note.

“The note basically said. ‘this is the only way out. We have
a stressful ltfe. Love always.' " Round Lake Police Sgt. Mike
Kemmerer said. "Then they both signed it.”

He said police didn't know what prompted the girls
unhappiness, but their school principal said Wednesday that
Pallach had been depressed since her father died of cancer in
December 1989,

The girls ived in the same neighbourhood and had been

best friends for years. They were 1o graduate from eighth
grade next month.

The girls killed themselves blocks from their school.
Police sald they crouched on the tracks with their backs to
the train. ignoring its whistle and the shouts ol several

passersby
Billions of dollars
go up into the sky !
WASHINGTON : Billions of funnelled into the "Star Wars'

programme to build an anti-missile defense system in space
have gone to waste paying for unsexual research on inexistent
systems. Congressional auditors told Congress Thursday,
reports AFP.

Officials of the General Accounting Office (GAO) told a
House Spending Committee that about one billion dollars
were spent on the boost surveillance and tracking system : A
programme that has been scratched from the Strategic
Defense Initiative (SDI). the space-based defense system
known as Star Wars.

Some 400 million dollars were spent on another
surveillance and tracking system which does not exist. they
said.

There have been too few dollars chasing too many sysiems,
said auditor Frank Conahan.

A talking hat

WASHINGTON : Queen Elizabeth on Thursday brought the
House down with her very first words to the US Congress — a
royal singer making light of an embarrassing protocol gaffe on
her Washington visit, reports Reuter >

"I do hope you can see me today from where you are,” Her
Majesty ad-libbed at the outset of a speech to a joint meeting
of Congress the first ever by a British monarch.

The House of Representatives rocked with laughter and
applause as the entire audience rose in appreciation.

On Tuesday, the diminutive Queen had virtually
disappeared behind a high lectern set up for President
George Bush's tall frame during White House arrival
ceremonies, prompting joke headlines about a talking hat.

On Thursday. the House lectern was set to reach just above

the royal midrifl.

CANNES, France: US singer and actress Madonna smiles
to the press as she arrives at the "Palais des Festivals” of

Cannes to attend the screening of the film "Ju Fever” by
Spike Lee May 16 , — Photo



