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Export incentives are central to the viability of
our export sector. In the international market,
where every country, developed or developing,
extends some sort of subsidy to the exporters,
the question of our abolishing it ely does
not arise. In all the goods that deshi ex-
porters have achieved some element of success —
jute, leather, shrimp, garments — our direct

ors like India, Pakistan, Thailand etc. all
extend considerable support including credit in
preferential terms. How can our nascent export
industry be expected to be competitive in the in-
ternational market when others are giving all
sorts of subsidies to their rters and we are
being asked to withdraw ours

The World Bank (WB) and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) have asked Bangladesh to
introduce a series of fiscal and monetary reforms
that include the abandonment of preferential
credit for the rters. This was what the rep-
resentative of the Bangladesh Bank was to
convey to the meeting the other day when the
Commerce Minister is supposed to have
interrupted him and said "We cannot have any
reforms t national interest.”

At the outset, let us distinguish two very dis-
tinct issues ; first, that of the need for monetary
and fiscal reforms and second, export incentives
for our ers.

We must about reforms in our financial
sector through streamlining our credit system
and removing the indiscipline and mism-
anagement that appears to have crept into every
aspect of this sector. This discipline does not

have to be brought about by a credit
squeeze, as the WB-IMF may have suggested. But
by sure that the credit is used for the
purpose lor which it is extended, that it is
employed in the most efficient way, and that the
commitments of the borrowers are all honoured
timely and ful&g.

Regarding the ?uesuﬂn of incentives to our ex-

rt sector, we fully agree with the Commerce

inister that it should continue as at present.
However, it must be kept in mind that subsidy
and preferential credits are “costs” that are only
justified if the benefit to the nation is commensu-
rate. We must also add that occasionally such
credits are misused — taken in the name of ex-
ports but actually used for trading — put those
who have borrowed for trading at a great disad-
vantage. This can be prevented by setting up a
monitoring mechanism which will follow the
performance of exporters, rewarding those that
are efficient and d ic. rt incentives ?
Yes. But from the side of the exporters we must
see greater efficiency, dynamism and en-
trepreneurship. No free rides please.

As reported in the media, the minister’'s policy
decision that export incentives will continue,
came out more as a retort to the statement of the
Bangladesh Bank representative, which gave the
impression—perhaps incorrect—that it was an
instant, spur of the moment, decision by the
minister. € Bank's representative was only
doing his job — after all we cannot make light of
our commitment to the WB-IMF, In this regard
one has to bear in mind that the prescription of
the WB-IMF are often based on certain formulas
and principles and are not always suitable for
specific conditions of countries like Bangladesh.

We are trying to develop a free market economy,
but while we are in the process of doing so, we
need the help of extra market forces — such as
export incentives — which are far from being
unknown to the developed countries. In fact they
are a bit too popular in the advanced market
economies for the comfort of developin
countries trying to find their niche in the glob
market place.

Need for Quality
Hydrological Data

"Reducing uncertainty in flood frequency anal-
sis” was the subject of a seminar held on
ednesday. Top people of the related technolo-

gles and sciences were at hand. The Institution of
Engineers must be complimented for arranging
such a topical seminar.

In Wells's 'First Men on Moon' there's ludicrous
situation at about the close of that fiction. The
Selenites or the moon people — all the Selina's of
Bangladesh must know they are moon-faced
beauties and the word comes from the Greek —
found it pretty hard to believe that the two
newcomers were there from across an expanse of
2.28-million-mile space. The difficulty arose from
the information received from the earthlings that
man had not so far yentured beyond more than a
few miles into the interior of the 8000-mile-

diameter globe. Yet they have come sailing all
these millions of miles to something they have
little use for ! Wasn't that foolish ? Was man that

foolish ?
We are reminded of that sense of disbelief of

the Selenites when we see SPARRSO keeping

track of the weather through remote sensing by
satellites and on the surface Bangladesh ha no
dependable mechanism for gett reliable data
to get her bearings on the water front. The April
29 catastrophe was known to be coming for cer-
tain at 72 hours before the strike. And we didn't
 know a thing about the coming of the unprece-

dented floods in the eastern districts-even a day
before it was. And the slow-m waters must
have had been c for days and days before
cnﬁmng the Sylhet region.

e weather office of the meteorological de-
partment and the SPARRSO is there to warn us of
approaching danger from the sky and the sea.
Who is responsible for cautioning us of an im-
pending watery strike ? We are not sure if it is
the Water Board. The Board is there for decades
— and one fails to recollect if there was ever any

w of an unscheduled yet dangerous coming
dﬁ% the alien hills.

It has long been known that B i desh has
never had quality data on hydrological situation
and ‘its developments. It should be by now plain
to everyone that the challenge we are at present
facing is, first of all, of sheer physical survival.
Without a dependable tab on our water situation
things are not going to be helped by any signifi-
cant measure. -

The scientists and technologists must go on
discharging their part of the responsibility. It's
for the society at large and the government in
particular to heed their alarms and take their
counsel. We again compliment the organisers of
the seminar,

world is

ANGLADESH
makes headlines for
international daitlies
except in the case of natural
disasters Hangladeshi cyclones
are glaring exceptions and
cannot escape international
attention. To the international
community Bangl-adesh is
identified as a densely
populated disaster prone
country. According to official
records h has been
victim of 57 major cyclones
and tidal bores during the last
|80 years. Annual and recur-
ring floods in different parts of
the country, erosion of the
river banks. droughts, minor
earthquakes. are commonplace
incidents in the Bangladesh
context. Regular floods, deaths
due to diseases like cholera,
diarrhoea, malaria, small scale
famines, malnutrition etc. are
normal occurrences. Few
sltatistics are kept regarding
these everyday incidents.
Looking hﬂ:lz into only three
decades we see cyclones. In
October 1960, claimed 5149
lives; on 9th May 1961,
11,468; on 28-29 May 1963,
11,620; on 15 December
1965, 873; on 12th November
1970, one of the greatest
cyclones of the century,
claimed five lakh lives. On 24
and 26 May 1985 in Urichar
E}:I'une again claimed 4264
and left 6804 m.llch'lﬁ1 a
hurricane {n 1988 it
Raimangal and Pathorghata
killing 5708 and 6000
missing. Tornado in 1989
killed 2000 people. Besides
these cyclonic catastrophes
floods in 1987 and 1988 killed
3000 people and left more
than 20 million homeless. A
famine in 1974 claimed 25000
lives.

It 18 common knowledge
that the country is within a
cyclone belt, that the main
constituent of the habitable
land is silt and sediment, that
it is criss-crossed by so many
rivers falling into the Bay of
Bengal, that it {s prone to
erosion and floods. Bangladesh

rarely

. though not any

is also a victim of environmen-
tal effects caused by Farakka
barrage resulting in desertifi-
cation, d ts in the north-
ern areas, lination in the
south and also u floods.
Situated In an earth-quake
zone Bangladesh 1s also vulner-
able to earth-quake disasters
disaster
has yet been .
question is, in
spite of our knowledge about
the condition of the country
we are not prepared for these
disasters beforchand. A lot of
valuable lives and perhaps
property could be saved f{f
there were disaster prepared-
ness in our national policies.
Instead of a lot of hue
and cry after the incident,
programmes should be made
well in advance re ing pre-
caution, survival r disaster,
and rehabilitation. The reason

of those who live in these fre-
quently devastated areas? Can
human be at all be ex-
pected to bulld their habitat in
laces which remain covered
water during tide and are
exposed o at ebb? What al-
ternatives do they have? Can
come and settle in dryer
safer regions so that
do not have to brave out these
storms and tidal bores and
st for life in these inac-
e islands? The answer (s
obviously in the negative. Yet
these people constitute almost
one-sixth of our population and
generally are excluded in our
national policies of develop-
ment. ly, it is only dur-
ing disasters of the recent
kind that they manage to at-
tract enough attention and
sympathy for the fate they are
left to face. It is now time to

by Naeela K. Sattar

incorporate these people and
disas-
ter prone and who have no op-
tion but to cling on to their
homesteads. into our national
development policies.

There are several of
disaster awareness. First is the
location of the possible sources
of disasters and their frequen-
cies, second is formulating the
policies and actions for the
prevention of disasters, third
is — then disasters are fmmi-
nent — to develop an effective
waming system so that the
people take necessary precau-
tons and the government and
semi-government organiza-
tons can remove the people to
safer places till the calamity is
over fourth is rescue and relief
operation after the disaster,

and lastly it is rehabilitation of
the victims and reconstruc-
tion. It is evident that none of
these steps are conceivable
without a great amount of fi-
nance and the trend is to ap-
E.j for international and local

ip after the disaster is over.
This trend should be ¢ :
There should be a National
Disaster Fund with adequate
allotment from the National
Budget yearly set aside for dis-
asters, great or small. A study
of all the disasters in the past
twenty years and the assess-
ment of financial loss sustained
through these disasters must
be made. After making an
assessment of the average loss
per year and an average cost
for rehabilitation, this sum
should be set aside from the
national budget and in cases
where there has not been any
major disaster. the fund should
be utilized to develop previ-
ously affected areas and to

liel materials ltke dry food,

oral saline, water purifying

tablets, essential antibio
and other medicines, ;
clothes, plastic sheets for

tics

make -shift shelters. containers

with drinking
prepared well ahead of the
disaster striking pertod

water should be

(usually from April to late

November) so as to ensure Pving long-term interest-

immediate dispatch to the af-
fected areas.

In relief and rescue opera-
tions the defence service and
the police play the vital role.
Voluntary reliefl workers con-
sisting of doctors, paramedics,
nurses, construction workers,
and hardy people who can en-
dure rough should
be trained into a voluntary re-
lief force ready to be dts-
patched on emergency. Local
people should also be trained
with basic survival tactics and
made accustomed to the warn-
ing systems and shelter spots.
A lot of people died because
they did not pay heed to the
warning and forecasts and re-
mained where they were in
spite of available access to gov-
ernmernt shelters. Like 'fire
drills'. they have to be trained
for shelter seeking drills.

The number of deaths could
have been reduced if the ty-
phoon protection plan devised

free loans to the affected farm-
ers and fishermen should
come within the purview of
reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion. Apart from shelter drills
i d ‘also be
su skills should also be
undertaken. This may include
reconstructing tubewells con-
taminated by saline water,
simple sewerage techniques,
preparation of oral saline and
using water purifying tabilets,
basic first aid and tech

of removing and burying
corpses.

Vehicles to be used for
bringing emergency relief
must be well protected and
organized so that they are not
damaged by the storms. It is a

ﬁfty that expensive vessels, he-
copters and afrcraft were not
promptly removed from the
danger zones in spite of re-
peated warnings starting from
the 25th of April during the
recent cyclone.

we s ﬂnmrcﬂyn-flhhhri
water after a cyclo ne Is an
acute problem waler
dropped I’rnrmellrrh:‘
containers are often known to
bairst

in conclusion. both long
term and short term rehabili-
tations have to be considered
through the National Disaster
Fund. No doubt that this fund
also like the Ban esh
National Budget will com-
pletely dependant on foreign
aids. even then such a
budget would enable the
Government to be more
prompt in rescue and relief
operations and implement re-
mabilitation grammes. Let
us not exclude these dis-
tressed r::!pl-e from our na-
tional sp of development.

Naeela K. Sattar
Research Fellow «t

is a
the

Bangladesh Institute of Law
and International Affairs.
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Back Comes the Controversial Flosse of Tahiti

David Robie writes from Auckland

ASTON Flosse, France's

controversial former

Pacific Affairs Secre-
tary, has made a remarkable’
political comeback to regain
the presidency of French
Po

He has formed a new coali-
tion government following a
ballot also notable for signifi-
cant gains by one of the major
pro-independence and anti-
nuclear parties, led by populist
Faaa mayor Temaru.

Floss¢, a 57-year-old d[::lrt
Tahitian businessman, mi-
nated Tahitian politics in the
mid-Eighties. He fell from
grace in the wake of corrup-
tion allegations and rioting in
the capital of Papeete in 1987,
and the defeat of the conserva-
tive government in Paris the
following year.

Tahitian politics aré volatile
and the coalition could col-
lapse even quicker than the
last one Flosse headed.

Flosse's party, Taboeraa
Huiraatira (People's Rally), won
18 seats in the Assembly, not
enough to govern uutrlgzt. He
teamed up
party Aia Api (New Country),
led by maverick part-Tahitian
Emile Vernaudon, which had
five seats.

The conservative Tahoeraa

address.
Radio programme

Sir, I presume the number
of TV owners in the city is mi-
croscopic and number of ra-
dio/transistor owners is

slightly higher. Why then al-

most all the daily news '
in Dhaka religiously publ]srl TV

programme and not a single of
them care to publish radio

programme ? Is it 'bourgeoiste
attitude towards the prole-
tariat'? Should the radio own-
ers/listeners stop buying daily
newspapers which de not
cater this requirement ?

A M F Quadir
Dhaka-1207

World Population

Sir,A report of the United
Nation's Population Fund says
that the population of the
at a rate, not
thought of before; it is some-
thing quite unprecedented.

It says that about 90% of
the population growth will be
in rer countries. Indus-

ised nations, even if any
time do face an increase of
population, will be able to cope
with ft.

The resuit of all this will be
that the natural resources, re-
quired for human survival will
be used up much quicker than
expected.

This is a grave warning for
us, cularly those who are

I in Third World countries,

with the centrist’
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GASTON FLOSSE

Still facing charges

French
for the Re-

public), partly led by former

is affilated to the
Gaullist RPR (Rally

Minister Jacques

Prime

Chirac.

Flosse comfortably won the
presidency with 25 votes.

Twelve opposition Polynesian
Union members walked out
before the vote.

Flosse's success is far from
being a tfumph. News media
interpreted the election result
as showing that Polynesians
strongly favour French rule and
nuclear bomb testing.

In fact, Taboeraa Hufraatira
gained fewer than 27,000
votes, barely 31 per cent of the
total ballot. The losing Polyne-

sian Union, headed by outgoing
president Alexandre Leontiefl
and popular Papeete mayor
Jean Juventin, gained the
same percentage but won only
10 seats. Critics blame gerry-
mandered constituencies for
the lop-sided resulit.

The Polynesian Unfon had
headed the coalition govern-
ment since the collapse of the
Flosse administration after ri-
ots by jobless youth in Novem-
ber 1987. French Overseas
Territories Minister Louise Le

Pensec warned that lack of an
outright majority left Tahitians
facing an "uncertain future.”

In a territory made up of Is-
lands spread over a portion of
the Pacific the size of Australia,
and with a population of
160,000 communications are
always difficult, especially in an
election campaign. _

Flosse, reputedly the weal-
thiest businessmen in French
Polynesia, had an advantage
over other political leaders in
being able to visit remote
islands easily and generously
distribute gifts, favours and
promises,

Ironically, the day after the
election, the Appeals Court in
Paris partially cleared Flosse
on corruption charges. [t found
there was not enough evidence
to uphold charges filed in
September 1989 that Flosse
had used public funds to buiid
a road to ﬁ’is private property.

Flosse had already been
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or for that matter, in develop-
ing countries.

Thus the only way to pre-
vent this from happening is to
reduce the number of birth in
these countries. We all know
that family planning has not
been a great success in coun-
tries like ours. So we should all
take note and be prepared to
take preventions, before it is
too late. For, prevention is al-
ways better than cure.

Nafis Ahmed
Rolabagan,Dhaka

CI sheets

Sir, The director general of
Bangladesh Standard and
Testing Institute (BSTI) con-
tinues to publish standard
specification of corrugated gal-
vanized iron sheet (CI sheet)
in various dailies regularly. The
recent hurricane and nor’'
wester have damaged Cl sheet
roofing like pieces of paper or
leaves. Why it is not possible to
withstand wind pressures of
hurricane or nor'wester by 26
G or 24 G sheet, meant for
roofing in cyclone prone areas
? | am tempted to point out
whether there is any agency
under rnment, who would
check CIl sheets as per BSTI
notification and certify as
stamped on Cl sheets before
the product is marketed. | am
sure that none of those 26G
sheets confirm to BSTI

standard, but much thinner. It

is a crime and nation pays for
it occasionally.

Sadik Alee
Mogh Bazar, Dhaka

Jamuna bridge
project

Sir, The Communication
Minister recently told the par-
liament that the government
raised Tk. 295.29 crore in levy
and surcharge between
October 1985 and April 1991
for the Jamuna multipurpose
bridge project .

The question is, if the above

fund is kept intact. Earlier re-
ports were published in the
press that the fund raised for
the Jamuna project was spent
in different sectors by the past
autocratic government.
It is learnt that the Jamuna
bridge project is not as yet in-
corporated in the country's
fourth five year plan. '

Jamuna bridge 1s indispens-
able to speeding up country's
development process and to
ensuring equal benefits of de-
velopment for the people of

every part of Bangladesh.

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka- 1207.

Mental depressions

Sir. The other day | was
quite surprised and at the
same time happy to watch an
advertisement on television
sponsored by a pharmaceutical
company, which was directed
to make people aware of the
fact that there is something
like mental depression.

Most people in our country
are not really aware of it
There is something like men-
tal lows. This can be caused by
a number of reasons.

Therefore, as soon as we may
ascertain that we are not feel-
ing very normal despite our
best intentions and with noth-
ing particularly wrong, we
should consult a doctor imme-
diately.

It is good that someone has
taken the initiative to create
an awareness about such a mat-
ter. Ignorance may lead to in-
creasing suffering.

Nahid Rahman
Gopibagh

Telecommunication
and cyclone

Sir, It is strange that the
T& T Board has been charging
the subscribers more and
more every year but without
actually providing them with
proper services. Complaints of
over billing, wrong and false
connections, lethargic ser-
vices. indifferent attitude of
supervisors and (ll mannerism
of attendants-cum-operators
are heard too frequently.

Now, what we see that
technically also they are in-
competent and lack ideas. The
digital system has failed to
provide "better” services it was
supposed to provide. In the
post-cyclone period we find
that all the microwave and
VHF/UHF links have tumbled
down. The engineers at the
T&T Board have also failed to
keep an alternate interface ca-
ble connection of the coastal
and most importantly port city
of Chittagong with the Dhaka
system.It is high time that the
T&T Board wakes up to reality
and sees through the matter
intelligently, thus saving the
country from such lapses in fu-
fure,

Mimi Nasrin

|

the Presidential sysiem ol -
E_nm:nL It is the President

cleared on two other corrup-
tion charges last November.
The judge ruled that he must
face fraud charges over an-
other property he owns. He is
lll:ged to have used public
funds to upgrade it {n 1988,
including building a carpark
and developing a beach. He
denies the allegations.

The Leontiefl government
had set up a commission of in-
quiry in 1988 to investigate
persistent allegations of cor-
ruption against Flosse. As

France's Pacific Affairs Secre-
tary, Flosse had also been at
the centre of controversy in
several independent island
states over allegations of
"cheque book diplomacy.”

To the West of French Poly-
nesia, the independent state of
Western Samoa has just held
its first election under univer-
sal suffrage. Prime Minister
Tofilau Eti Alesana greeted
what he called a "smooth step”
towards democracy.

His ruling conservative Hu-
man Rights Protection Party

provisionally won a majority of

10 seats in the 47-seat Funo,
or Parlament.

- The opposition Samoan Na-
tonal Development Party suf-
fered a humiliation. Its leader,
former prime minister Tupua
Tamasese Efi, was defeated in
his own electorate. Tupua, a
harsh critic of the govern-
ment. holds one of the nation's
highest chiefly titles.

Many of the 56,000 regis-
tered voters in a population of
‘150,000 cast a ballot in a gen-
eral election the first time.
Only matat [chiefly titlehold-
ers) have been allowed to vote
since the country gained inde-
pendence from New Zealand
in 1962.

In spite of universal suf-
frage, only titleholders could
stand as candidates. The Prime
Minister hinted that candi-
dates outside the matai may be
allowed to contest future elec-
tons.

He rejected accusations
that he had imposed electoral
reform too suddenly on this
conservative society. Universal
suffrage following a closely
fought referendum last Octo-
ber. — GEMINI NEWS

DAVID ROBIE a New Zeal-
and journalist specialising in
Pacific and development issues
editorial

positions in

newspapers (n Australia, dfrt"a
and France.

Disaster and the Adthjjﬁstration

It 18 really unfortunate that
within a very short time after
the recently elected majority
party took over their duties
the severest storm of the cen-
tury has struck our coastal ar-
eas.

Everything possible and
feasible with our

H-
| sources is being done E the

government, the general pub-
lic, the NGOs. our friendly
countries interested in the
welfare of the people of
Bangladesh are also helping
Also we have noted with satis-
faction that long term rehabili-
tation plans and programmes
are being finalized. We deeply
appreciate whatever is being
dorie.

But still some confusions
have been created in the
minds of the public by various
official and unofficial state-
ments, not in conformity with
each other. The approach and
the modus operandi adopled
have raised some questions in
the minds of the general pub-
lic. There cannot be any two
opinions that the crisis caused
by the recent cyclonic storm is
national one and as such it de-
serves to be tackled nationally.
All parties must be given an

. commensurate to

r organizations, to serve

the ple.
ﬁuwmmumm

| of how the major partner,

namely the Administration, is
acting in this respect. Our
country is still being run under

whether elected/ nominated/
acting, who is both the head of
the state and head of the
government whereas his appo-
inted ministers, normally from
the majority party in the
parliament, may discharge
their assigned duties and
responsibilities at his pleasure
on his
national functions including
those falling specifically under
those already assigned to the
individual ministers, should be
planned. coordinated, directed
and controlled on behalf of the
President. This is considered
to be proper. Furthermore, any
national calamity should nei-
ther be claimed to be any-
body's baby nor their total re-

sponsibility. No partisan ap-
proach should be encouraged.

Any attempt. without any |

nstitutional amendmenis. to
:r}::anp the President's
atives and privileges is only

likely to bring disruptions in |

the smooth functioning of the
administration leading to inefl-

behalf. Therefore, |

prerog- |

ficiencies and wastage of ef-
forts and chaos.

It is. refore, felt that re-
sponses o our massive re-
quirements for the relief and
rehabilitation would have been
and wider both nation-
and internationally if all
were done in the name

of the Acting President of the
country because he still be-

longs w all and s empowered

by the constitution

M. A. Baaguie
Dhaka Canit
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