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Jatiya
sitting at 3 14 pm Tuesday

At this . Awami
me mber Mohammad ul
Wazed Chowdhury (Rajbart)
drew the attention of the chair

cial prayer secking divine
blessing for the peace of the
departed souls

point of erder and said he had
participated in the discussion
Monday on the vote of thanks

The following is

:

He some
ple also used to describe the
Parliament under the basic
democracy system as
sovereign inted out

3

He

a question how
this Parliament
sovereign when it did not
know that

said the presence of
troops on the soil of
was an affront on
the of the country.
He said "-u.-.:iu‘t hﬂ:':w how
soldiers on basis
g Syl

that there were imped
the way to transfer
power. He said "1 think,
Acting President had

they were com-
mitted to do so. Rather he said
the government passed the
amendments to the

Powers Act in this House. He
said the government also
passed amendments to the
Penal Code Bill which con-
tained some provisions to gag
the freedom of the press.

He said that some provi-
sions of the Penal Code were
so dangerous that it could be
used as a tpol against the
newspapers for criticising the
ministers of the government
and even the bureaucrats.

He called for making the
Parliament meaningful in ful-
fillment of the commitment
made prior to the unseating of
the autocratic government.

He said. "we want to make
this Parliament sovreign even
with the repeal of the fourth
and the subsgquent amend-
ments™.

Hafez Asma Khatun

Invited to speak, Hafcz
Asma Khatun (Jamaat-Gopal-
ganj-M ur and Shariat-

_ the Acting Presi-
dent i;:r his realistic inaugural

She also prayed for the
peace of the dl:purted souls of
those who had made supreme
sacrifices in ousting autocracy’
and paving the way for estab-
lishing a sovereign Jatiya
Sangsad.

She people would also
remember the Acting Presi-
dent for holding a free and fair
election.

The Jamaat member said
the government was formed
with t}ru:bchd representa-
tives o people and if
failed :u perform thelru:
sponsibilities properly,
Vol have 0 healy oy or

Ihferrln'j to roblems
faced by mrl: in the
eountry, Asma Khatun said

troops to carry

the

to the Acting President Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed for his

speech. But the Datly Inquilab

his name as a BNP

. He said he was a

of Awami League and

was eclected to the House on
Awami League tickets.

The Speaker requested the
Datly Inquilab to publish a cor-

um.

The Speaker then disposed
of a notice of breach of privi-
lege by Mohammad Shamsul
Huq (AL-Mymensingh) for non-
acceptance of his starmred ques-
thon.

The Speaker said Hug's
starred question was rejected
because it was not clear, and as
such his privilege as a member
was not breached. “

The Speaker said he had
received two adjournment no-
tices Tuesday from Musharraf
Hussain (AL-Mymensingh with
Netrokona) and Mohammad
Shamsul Hugq (AL -
Mymensingh). He expressed
his regret that he could not

;E Speaker told the House
that Musharraf Hussain in his
adjournment notice, had said

the sovereignty of the country

* was undermined at the arrival

ol US troops in the country.

‘Acting President sitting

they constitute 50 per cent of
the population and without
their participation in devel-
opment work all national ef-
forts were bound to fail. She

said continuous to-
wards men would dis-
hearten them.

She said l:t:: women were
being humila m in
the counfry and this should be
stopped forthwith. She said
steps should also be taken for
ensuring their security as well
as to providing them with
livelihood.

Asma Khatun called for sep-
arate educational institutions
for women.

She also pleaded for estab-
lishment of the parliamentary
sysicm of democracy and mak-
ing the Sangsad sovereign.

Mansur Ali

Taking the floor, Meah Mo-
hammad Mansur Ali (BNP-
Ch thanked the Acting
President for emphasising the
need for accelerating the ef-
forts for the country's industri-
alisation.

Criticising the nationalisa-
tion of industries including
those belonged to Bangladesh
nationals immediately after the
inde nce of the country,
Mansur Ali said it had pushed
of the country to
the brink of destruction. He
said when the industries were
returned to their Bangladeshi
owners, were found in
deplorable conditions over and
above he said, labour unrests
had hampered production in
every mill and factory.

Pointing to the President's
speech on industrial loans to
the tune of Taka 10,000 crore,
Mansur Alf said the industries
had Jost the capacity even to
pay Taka ten crore.

The Treasury Bench mem-
ber said the Ministry of Com-
merce had become a den of
corruption. Because of this, he
said. our import bill was triple

that of our export carnings.

Referring to jute, Mansur
All said earnings from this vital
sector were reducing day by
day due to government control,

He said we had lost the in-
ternational market because our
jute trade was not competitive
as it was controlled by the gov-
ernment. He called for taking
steps on an emergency basis to
save this sector.,

The BNP member alleged
during the past regional mil-
lions of Taka was given as loans
in the name of setting up in-
dustries. He said in some cases
it was found that funds were
allocated for before the indus-
tries were set up.

Mansur Ali called for the
establishment of a university

and medical col in Khulna
to reduce pressure on the in-
stitutes in Dhaka.

Criticising the autocratic
regime of Ershad, the BNP
member said Ershad had can-
celled allocations for hospitals,
colleges and other develop-
ment projects of Kushtia be-
cause he himselfl faced anti-

government demonstrations
there.

Advocate Fazle Rabbi

Advocate Fazle Rabbi (JP-
Gaibandha) said the last
Sangsad eclections were held

under a neutral ernmeni
headed by the Acting
President, Justice Shahab-

uddin Ahmed. But he said the
fairness of the election was
guestioned by one of the three

major < parties which had
pro his name as Acung
President. '

The JP member said he had
participated the Liberation War
at tt::pﬂ call of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
fought along with [ormer
President Ziaur Rahman in the
same scctor. He said he might
differ in politics with Zia but
he supported the action taken

by him during the Liberation

‘drawing

Spe sald many national
and international rchic! agen
cies and foreign governments
had l'l:lp'ﬂl'l-dl‘d msl!lw-hr alt
the call of the rmment o
come in aid of gyclone vie
tims. Some of them were com
ing forward to hﬂﬁmg the cy
clone victims with cash and
kind while others with skilled
persons.

He said the US troops led
by the Commander of the
Pacific Task Force had arrived
here to carry an reliefl opera
tions in the cyclone affected
arcas and as such he (Speaker)
did not think that 1t had un-

dermined the sovercignty of

the country.

He. however. requested the
State Minister for Reltel or in
his absence the Deputy Leader
of the House to make a state
ment on the issue.

Rashed Khan Menon

At this stage, Workers Party
member, Mr Rashed Khan
Menon (Bakerganj) said since
it was a matter involving the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. the
Foreign Minister should make
a statement the House
whether his ministry had ap-
proved the arrival of the US

troops in Bangladesh.

from five constituen-

The House resumed its sit-
ting after the break for Asar
prayer with the Deputy

Speaker in the chair.
Obaidul Huq
Taking the floor, Maulana
Obaidul Huq (Islami Oikya

Jote-Sylhet) drew the atten-
tion of the chair to the

- worsening flood situation in

Sylhet.

Quoting the daily "lttelag
he said ten lakh people were
marooned in Sylhet and H{{ was
with a heavy heart that he was
the urgent attention
of the House to the plight of
the affected people of the dis-

- triel.

Turning to the discussion
on the thaks motion,
Maularia Obaidul Huq thanked
the Acting President for hold
ing a fair and free election for
the first time in the country.

He, however, said there
were certain in the vot-
ers’ lists resulting the depriva-
tion of many voters from their
rights of franchise. This lapse
must be remedied in future so
that the polls were more

1. he said.

About the controversy on
the form of government. the
Islami Otkya Jote member said
a balance could be struck be

n the presidential and

Parliamentary forms for a de-
sirable system,

Abu Taher

Spcaking next. Abu Taher _
(BNP-Tangail ) thanked the
Acting President for conduct
ing the elections which were
admired at home and abroad
for their fairness.

HHe said the A«cting
President had touched upon
scveral problems facing the na
tion and it was necessary lo
take effcctive measures to
tackle those lems.

The Freasury Bench mem-
ber said, a peoples’ govern-
ment had now been installed
in the country and it was the
bounden duty of all 10 extend
all out cooperation 1o this ad-
ministration in dcaling with
the problems of the country.

Taher particularly men-
tioned the food shortage in the
country and said it was a key
area which desonved attention
with highest prionity. He said
supply of improved inputs to
the farmers counld help im-
prove production. Taher men-
tioned local  problems and
sought their solution.

Humayun Khan

The chair then gave the
floor to llumayun Khan Panni.
saying that the member had al-
ready spoken but he could not
mention the problems of his
area duc lo time constraints.

Taking the floor, Panni said
communication was the
biggest handicap in his con-
stituency, where neo direct
communications existed be-
iween (wo — Sakhipur
and Bashail.

llec also referred to the
clectrification network in the
area and said it had to be fur-
ther extended so that its bene-
fits reached to more and more

people in the villages.
Mozahar Hossain

Speaking next, Mozahar
Hossain [(CPB-Panchagarh)
stressed the need for changing
the present presidential sys-
tem to the parlfamen one
and drew the attention of all to
the joint declaration of the
three alliances in this regard.
during the anti-Ershad move-
mentL.

Mr. Menon sald the fssue
very serious in view of the
that the US government
made several 0 en-

Bangladesh and to set up a
at St Martin Island in the
. Me

TEEE

if

Mr non said. today the
troops entered the country

L B e o K
mm&&:ryc
situation.

lie regretted that though
the US t had.rrtvu‘l‘in
ernment had not informed the
House of it.

He said when the House

was going to be . the
Leader of the use or the

The Opposition member
opined that the presidential
system tended to encourage
dictatorial traits and it was

high time that the
Constitution was amended for
the necessary changes.

Hossain said 265 ol the 300
members elected in the last
elections were voted on the is-
sue ol restoring mentary
system. As such, he felt, there

should be no delay in introdue-

' ing parllamentary form.

The CPB member referred
to the problems in his district
and made a fervent appeal for
construction of a bridge over

river Korotoya.

M A Karim

Participating next, MA
Karim Advocate (BNP-
Netrokona) patd tributes to
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman. describing him as an
honest and great patriot who
declared the country's inde-
pendence. - °

The. BNP member recalled
the heroic role of the three
political aliances in the anti-
autocracy movement. He
particularly ap ted the
lcadership of chief Be
Khaleda Zia for estab
democracy ending nine years
of autocratie rule in the eoun-
try. He also the contri-
butions of the students in the
democratic movement.

Relerring to the Acting
President’'s speech to the
Jatiya Sangsad, Karim said he
coitld have been more glad iff

the Acting President would

have mention the names of the
national leaders including
Sher-c-Bangla A K Fazhul Huq,
Hussain Shahid Suhrawardi.
Manlana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani, Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman and Sheikh
Mujibur Ralkman in his speech.

The BNP member said 85
per cent of the population in
the country was dependent on
agriculture. It was President
Ziaur Rahman who had taken
pragmatic measures for the
improvement of the lot of the
peasants and development of
the agriculturc scclor. -

But, he regretted that all
those programmes taken by
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman were dropped during
the last ninc ycars autocratic
rule of Ershad. -

Referring to the canal dig-
ging programme initiated by
President Zia, the BNP mem-

ber said the programme had

paid dividend and the country
almost achieved self-suffi-
ciency in food production.

Dwelling on local issues,
Karim demanded immediate
steps for the development of
road communications in
Netrokona district and also
pleaded for construction of the
Shushan-Durgapur-Netrokona
Road.

The Deputy Speaker ad-
journed the House at 6.28 pm
for Magreb prayer.

Parliament

out relief operations : Speaker

eoncerned -Minister should in-
form Parllament all about the
arrival of the US troops in the

country.
said, even

he wo have accepted the
adjournment motions., there
would be no time to discuss
them since the House was go

ing to be . S0, the
Speaker said, he had re-
quested the Deputy Leader of
the House to make a statement
in this connection.

The second notice of ad-
journment from Mohammad
Shamsul Huq [(AL-My;
mensingh) was about the
lems reliel distribu-
tion in the cyclone aflected

areas including Chittagong

A this . Mr. Nitzamud-
din Ahmed NP-Manikganf)
took the floor on a point of
order and drew the attention
of the chair to the vacant scats
of the Leader of the House and
Ministers. He said he wanted

o know whether the govern-
ment was aware of the fact that

a cyclonic storm had swept

over Ma district clatm-
ing Itfe and damaging pro :
Maulana Abdus Sobhan

(Jamaat-Pabna) also told the
House that cyclone had caused

damage to property in Pabna.

on a hea

As the House reassembled
after the Magreb prayer,

Initiating his speech,
Sardar thanked the Acting
President for his speech 1o the

Smxd on April 5.
Awami League member
particularly appreciated the

Acting President for holding

the elections in a free and [air
atmosphere.

Dwelling on the situations
obtaining in the country. the
Awami League member sug-
gested setting up of more n-
dustrial units for creating job
opportunities to the millions of
unemployed youths, bestdes
increasing the eountry's indus-
trial output.

He pleaded for immediate
steps for the eradication of il-

literacy from the society.

About the sec-
tor, he de exemption
of inlerest on re loans

agricultu
upto Taka 10,000 and provi-
sion of subsidies on fertilizers,
sceds and other inputs.

The Awami member-
also demanded that the Vested
Property Act should be re-
pealed, because the landed

mperuca of many Muslims

inchuded in the list of
the st

Referring to the joint decla-

ration of the three alliances for

establishing a sovereign

Parliament, he said if the par-

llamentary form of government
were introduced, the Leader of
the House would be able to ex-
ercise more power than what
she was enjoying now.

Khurshid Jahan

Participating next, Mrs.
Khurshid Jahan Huq [BNP- -
Panc rh-Thakurgaon-
Dinajpur) thanked the Acting
President for holding the gen-
eral elections in a free and fair
atmosphere. This had fulfilled
the hopes of the people covet-
ing for democracy the country,
she added.

‘Mrs. Huq 'said since the

present Sangsad was the out-
come of a mass-movement,
people’'s expectation. from it
was very high.
Pleading for the unity of the
people in settling the national
issues the BNP member said:
"We must be united for fulfill-
ing the hopes and aspirations
of the nFle. may have dil-
ference of opinions on many
issues but there must not be
any difference of opinion on
the question of the protection
of Independence and
sovereignty ol the country and
the welfare of the masses.”

Mr. Khurshid Jahan urged
the Opposition not to opposc
the government for the sake of

Opposition and said "if we
continue to oppose cach other
for the sake of Opposition, we
shall have to pay for it in fu-

Disinvested

units

won't be nationalised

The government has no plan
to nationalise the disinvested
industrial units, Industrics
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan
told the Parliament on
Tuesday, reports UNB.

Replying to a guestion from
Nurul Islam Mon: (Ind),. he
said the present government
would enco the private
sector side by side with the

public sector for indus-
trialisation in the :
In reply to a from

question

Kazi r Rashid of Awami
League, the Minister said that
government has no plan to set
up any new industrial unit dur-
ing the current financial year.

Replying to a another ques-
tion from Shah Hadiuzzaman

(AL), Shamsul Islam said gov-
ernment has a plan to set up
51 industrial esiates in the
current financial year.
Country's six fertilizer fac-
tories have an annual produc-
tion capacity of 17 lakh 94
thousand metric tons, the
minister informed the House
while rep a question from
Abdur C (BNP).
The fertilizer factories are:
Chittagong Urea Fertilizer
Factory, Zia Fertilizer Factory
in Ashuganj, Urea Fertilizer
Factory In Ghorashal.
Fenchuganj] Natural Gas
Fertilizer Factery, Palash Urea
Fertilizer Factory and Tripple
Super Phosphate (TSP)

Complex, Patenga, Chittagong.

.a programme

The House then took up
discussions on the speech of
the Acting Prestdent.

. in the discus-
ston, Mr. Nurul Islam Moni
(Ind-Barguna) urged the Trea-
su

tance to the speech of the Act-
ing President wherein he
(Acting President] had re-
quested the Parllament to add
a transitional and temporary
provision to Part IV ol the
Constitution.

The independent member
said 1f the request was
honoured then (Acting Presi-

Dwelling on the problems
being faced by the country. she
pleaded for taking up different

programmes including the
mass-litcracy drive in the
couniry.

She pointed out that
Shaheed President Ziaur

Rahman had taken up a mass
literacy programme and at

lcast 40 lakh people were im-
parted education under that
programme.

But the mass-literacy pro-
gramme of Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman was neglected
during the nine years of auto-
cratic rule, instead. the auto-
cratic government introduced
for 'the
"Pathakali”. She demanded a
El:dt: paper on the Pathakali

The BNP member pleaded
for taking steps for the devel-
opment of the agriculture sec-
tor and recalled that Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman initi-
ated the canal digging pro-
gramme bringing cultivable
land under ir com -

The canal digging pro-
gramme had started yu-l:tn;
fruits and as a result the coun-
try which was facing food
deficit even started exporting
rice. She suggested the revival
of the canal digging pro-
gramme.

Dwelling on local issucs,
Mrs, Khurshed Jahan said due
to the adverse affect ol the
Farakka barrage buiit by India,
the entire northern region of
the country including Dinajpur
district was turning into a
desert., '

To avert decertification. she
recalled that Shahced
President Ziaur Rahman had
taken steps for digging deep
tube-wells in Dinajpur district.
She pointed out that many of
those deep tube-wells went out
of order and suggcsted mea-
sures for their recommission-

In the condition existing in
the sugar industry, the BNP
member said sugarcane farm-
ers were not getting fair prices
for their produces.

She pointed out that due to
smuggling of sugar, the coun-
try's sugar industry as well as
the sugarcane growers were
facing a threat of ruination.

The BNP member strongly
pleaded for taking steps for

the development of the north-
ern region including Dinajpur.

M A Awal

Participating next, MA Awal
(AL-Kushtia) thanked the
Textiles Minister for reopen-
ing the Mohini Textiles Mill at
Kushtia.

Nationalised
textile mills
lose Tk 280 cr

Nationalised textile mills
incurred a loss of Taka 280
crore due to r disruption
during ' 1980-90, State
Minister for Textiles Ma
(Retd) Abdul Mannan tol
Parllament Tuesday, reports

UNB.

Replying to a stion from
Nizamuddin Hluﬁ{ BNP, he
said the government had taken
certain measures to minimise
power disruption in the textile

mills.

The measures :;'mlu:l};
ensu power su in
new rl;ﬁl: throu express

feeder connection from PDB

sub-stations, power
aupply through “back feed
source system” of PDB sub-
stations.

Mannan said, a total of Taka
44963.52 lakh was inwesicd in
the nationalised textiles mills.

He that the
had measurcs
ens maximum capac

utilisation of the lndu:lrﬂ
unitl.uﬂmdemh-m n{l_ ﬁ:
nes improvement o
:landutl of to dheck
losses in the textiles sector.

dent] could be relieved of his

present at the -
= assignme nt ear

lirllwlrﬁnudh--
stitutional provision under
which a person hoiding any of-
fice of profit i not eligible for

tional problem i necessary
amendments were not

lo give cover o the Act
ing ‘s assu to
s . mpUon

Mr. Moni pleaded restora-
tion of Parllamentary form of

E‘.‘I’l\lﬂ“ in favour of which,
said. 51 per cemt of veters
had g@ven their verdiet

Syed Shahidul Huq

Speaking next. Syed
Shahtdul Huq Jamal (BNP—
Baker with urged
both r of the House and
of the Opposition Begum

Khaleda Zia and Shetkh Hasina

to sit together to decide how
to materialise the hopes and
aspiration of the masses.

He said the people had par-
ticipated in the last clection

p of explosives'

He demanded that the
Kushtia-Rajbari road should be
completed without further de-
kay. ~
The Awami League member
demanded steps for realisi
the industrial loans from dif-
ferent banks, amounting lo
Taka of10,000 crore.

Referring the outline of the
joint declaration of the three
alllances, Awal suggested mak-
ing the Sangsad sovereign by
fulfiling the commitments 1o
the people, so that none could
grab power through the back
door and no more Presidents
of the country were killed.

Referring to the Acting
President’'s speech that he
(Acting President) was sitting
in a heap of explosives, the
Awami League member de-
manded a bill before the next
budget session for amending
the Constitution to switch over
to the parllamentary form of
government.

A parllamentary form of
governm:~it could ensure the
completion of full-term of the
Sangsad, he said. He con-
cluded his speech with the

slogans. “Joy Bangla™.

Azizur Rahman

Azizur Rahman (BNI'-Ra-
jshahi) thanked the Acting
President for holding the gen
eral clections in a free and fair
nlmupl'l:r:.

Dwelling on local issues. the
BNP member said Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman had
established the '‘Dainik Barta’,
the only newspaper from Ra-
jshahi in 1976. But, it was a
matter of great regret that a
section of elements during the
autocratic rule of President
Ershad had closed down the
paper. He demanded sicps to
resume the publication of the

r. i
The BNP member sug-
gested the introduction of test
reliefl programme to save the
rural masses, lle also de-
manded construction of an
embankment along Rajshahi
town for the protection of dif-
ferent establishments includ-
ing the Rajshahi Cadet College
from river erosion.

Mobin Chowdhury

Part next, Abu Lais
Mohammad Mobin Chowdhury
(JP-Habiganj) dwelt on the lo-
cal issues and said standing
IRRI crops on 14.000 acres in
Hablpr? were damaged the
floods of the river Hhuui.b,

Chowdhury said though ev-
eryonc deseribed ex-President
Ershad as an autocrat. they -
were cnjoying the fruits of
many stleps initiated resi-
dcnlrEral'l-lzd. P

He said the people of the
country woukd soon judge as
to who was an autoerat who
Was or nof.

He said there was no suech
word in the ConsMiution as
Acting President. e said an
der the present system of wn
ernmeént, the President s all
powerful. but now the Prime
Minister is exercising absolute
power.

At this stage., Aminul llug
(BNP-Rajshahi) ook the floor
on a point of order and re-

ferred to the Article 55(1) ol
the Constitution and said the

word Acting President was
there.

Resuming his speech. the
JP member demanded mea-

sures for giving fresh cul-

ture loans to the aflected
farmers of Habigan).
Mansur Ahmed [(AL-

Satkhira) said the enthusiasm
marked in the February 27
polls was urprecedented In
the history of the country. He
said there was a record turn-
out in the polls becguse people
expected that autoe could
be eliminated from soll
once for all after this hisworie

with a hope W achieve eco
oMb
Mr tributes o
the late Ziaur Rah
man whao hHHh
nation during critical
ture after the 'rh.i
in 1974
alicged that deposed
Ershad had
power” through de-

I
l

|

Mansur Ahmed said Banga-
bandhu also took up a master

tructing
cyclone shelters in the coastal
districts of the country but he

ation forces in
President Ziaur Rahman kept

the plan in instead of
implementing it, he stated.

Habibur Rahman

Ha r Rahman also drew
i ufg: problems
authorities to
being faced by the people of
his home district.

Abdus Salam

in the discus-
E&lﬂl‘hh“*

Tak
sfon,

for the reecent
elections which
in a most free
manner.

The

did not allow any
siich an issue and the entire
procedure took only five min-
utes. he said.

Taking the floor, Azharul Is-
lam (AL-Nil said 1t
was unfortunate that the
Sangsad could not amend the
Constitution till today to
swileh over to the parliamen-

_q'lnpupludhmnuy
in the last elections gave ver-
dict in favour of the parllamen-
uryz:ltm. he said adding
only Jatiya Party was in
favour of continuation of the
presidential sysiem.

The Opposition member
opined that 266 of the 300
members elected in last
were chosen by the w
restore the form

Islam referred to a recent



