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Break this Uneasy Silence

The inexplicable silence of the ruling party on
the future form of government is disconcerting.
The first session of the parliament is about to
come to an end and we are as much in the dark
on this vital national issue as were when the par-
liament began. Throughout the six weeks long
session we have proceeded as if such an impor-
tant question did not really exist. The Treasury
Bench took no initiative to include this topic in
the agenda of this session and the opposition
bench's attempts to do the same got bogged
down for one reason or the other.

There appears to be a tendency to side-track
the issue, to try to sweep it under the rug, or
worst still to think that it will disappear if we do
not talk about it. What else can explain the con-
sistent silence of the ruling party on this matter ?

So far we have seen no clear cut indication as
to their thinking on this question. Of course
much of the of the government had to be
diverted to the immediate task of disaster relief,
and it could be argued that they really did not
have the time to discuss the matter in the party
circles as they had originally planned. While we
sympathise with this position, we would also like
to draw BNP's attention to the fact that the ab-
sence of any clear articulation of their thinking
on this vital question is creating a sense of unease
in the public mind which may hamper the eflec-
tive functioning of their government. The admin-
istrative machinery is itself suffering from a sense
of drift stemming from this confusion.

During the last few days two junior ministers
of the government spoke on this issue In the
parliament. (One wonders why the minister con-
cerned, Mirza Golam Hafiz, a former Speaker, a
man with so much experience and expertise on
legal and constitutional matters, did not speak on
the issue.) What the two ministers said further
added to the confusion in the public mind.

One said that the President could hand over
power to the Speaker if he wanted. Was he
then indirectly hinting that the Acting President
does not want to do so ? This comment has fu-
elled the already circulating rumour that there is
considerable gap between the thoughts of Justice
Shahabuddin and that of Begum Zia. Comments
were also made that there could not be any ques-
tion as to the "sovereignty” of the parliament as a
legislative body. Is it then the view of BNP that
the current parliament — without any amend-
ments (o0 the existing Constitution — is a
"sovereign” one?

The other minister said that BNP's manifesto
enjoins all MPs to support a presidential form of
government. If so, then are we to understand that
BNP's well known position that it will be the par-
liament that will decide on the form of govern-
ment, has now been changed ?

It is high time that the country is told as to
what the ruling party is thinking on this vital
question. If they prefer a presidential form, the
BNP should clearly say so and tell the nation why.

OW that a Parllament
has been elected it is
natural for us to expect
that all democratic forces,
irrespective of thelr individual
party interest, will combine to
solve the vital problems that
have been crippling the nation.
One of such problems is the
prevalling campus violence. If
not solved under the present
setup when true
representatives of the people
and a neutral President are in
charge of national affairs. the
chronic lem will cause
irreparable damage de-
terforating quality of education
and dwindling its standard.

it §s indeed a hopeful sign
that the Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in her address to
senior officials has made a
mention of campus terrorism
and need for stopping this evil.
The present education minis-
ter Prof. A.Q. M. Badruddoza
Choudhury who was a teacher
and is fully aware of the pre-
vailing situation, has consti-
tuted a committee with Prof
Kazi Saleh Ahmad. Vice
Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University to study the prob-
lem and suggest remedial
measures. | therefore consider
it an opportune moment to
deal with the problem as | see
it from my long experience of
teaching and student manage-
ment.

Our education has its origin
in the western countries. Its
books and reading materials
came from the west. Our
scholars of repute received
education in the west. Our the
then rulers who initiated edu-
cation came from the west.

Thus our education had and is

still having tremendous west-
ern influence. It is thus natural
that our students receiving
such education would be im-
bued with values of western
democracy and its practices.
Thus from early years of Dhaka
University came the process of
students union and election of
its office bearers by the stu-

CAMPUS VIOLENCE

Leaders can Help Students

Out of Vicious Circle

dents. While such processes
were going on, movement for

'I::n wait and jumped im-
lately into the great
movement. This movement

ined momentum and stu-

nts in more numbers -
ipated in political activities, be
that lawful, or unlawful, open
or secret. and many gave their
lives of the hands of cruel ad-
ministration. During the pro-
cess came up the movement

It is not unknown to our different political
therefore they may come forward to help the

by Mofizuddin Ahmed

Against this bgckground let
us turn to campus viclence.

Disagreement on any impor-
tant political issue or even im-

m.lnt university affair may
in fact in the past led) w0
some forms of demonstrations
or even serigus student agita-
tion, and such siluations may
perhaps be tackled success
fully by teachers and university
administration. But now cam
pus violence — clashes be

tween students' groups leading
to physical assault and in some

nents. The entire campus is at
thelr mercy. What had been
done to stop this great men-

ace?

Occasionally police raided
the Halls and recovered arms
and lethal weapons and in
sOome cascs arrested some
miscreants. That reportedly
turned to be. just a show! Most
of those arrcsted came out
through buack doogs and Halls
were relilled with fresh
weaponry University and Hall
authorities felt absolutely help-

supe . political parties,
both ru and opposition
cven arm supporters in-
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couniry out of the situation.
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for Pakistan. Indian Muslim
students by and large threw
thetr forces behind this
movement.

Following the birth of
Pakistan our students were
immediately involved in the
movement to establish
as a State of Pakistan.
Since then one movement
after another brought the par-
ticipation of the students into
the mainstream of national
politice. Dhaka University
emerged as the centre of stu-
dent politics, sometimes be-
coming the centre of national
politics itself. Often the politi-
cal forces took their cue from
what the students did. Years of
struggle for democracy ulti-
mately culminated in the
armed struggle for liberation
in 1971. |

cascs murder, armed attacks
on different students resi-
dences and university campus,
use of guns and other lethal
weapons, and similar applica-
tion of brutal force — is con-
tinuing alarmingly. Mild vio-
lence originated in mid-sixties
when serious difference ex-
isted between political parties.
Situation gradually became
grave from early seventies.
Many killings took place in
universities and educational
institutions since then. So-
called 'outsiders’ and hood-
lums move on the campus
freely with guns. Teachers and
greal majority of the students
remain silent observers, being
helpless. The ‘elements’ raid

the students' Halls, use their
guns freely on the campus, ex-
plode bombs, and attack oppo-

less. | am wold that they even
supplicd Msts of miscreants to
the government but, ‘regret-
fully, there were no or little ef-
fect. Inflow of arms and unde-
sirable ‘'outsiders’ 10 the Halls
remain unabaicd. The present
violence is caused not only for
political rrasons but also 1o
meel personal ends. Time is
running outl and action should
be taken without delay to save
the edificc of education from
destruction

When political parties care
Mttle for democratic norms
and want to gain power by
force. iis effects are mani-
fested in varfous ways. Campus
violence is one of such mani-

festations Further when
democratic power is usurped
without lawful means by say,

the military, the situation

as well be armed clashes. We
cidents; no amount of efforts
by teachers and offictals of a

and authorities. Police raids in
the Halls and arms recovery
become Jjust superficial at-
tempt and eye wash. Formation
of committees and commis-

sions may ecven meet similar
consequence.

The most impertant point
is the sincere efforts of gov-
ernment as well as opposition
parties. It is not unknown to
our present MPs and for that
matter to the different politi-
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present campus viclence
and therefore the present MPs
clecied by fatr free and impar-
Ual voles may come forward
help the country out of the
devastating situation
M‘MH"
ties s much more. Let us re-
me mber that

our times and brilliant ones

are t'w o world stan-
dard

These students could be
turned into admirable and cx-
celient products if they are left
along in the car of their teach-
ers and freed from the
chutches of outside forces. Our
educational system is designed
tn such a way that our students
are made aware of the sttuation
around them. be it socio-eco-
nomic er . They may
be al to express freely
within the academic frame-
work their opinions on impor-
lan! national and international
matiers of interest. may
work as ntthdopn.,‘,mm
minds are sympathetic and
just — yet to be polluted by evil
design for selfish gain The
whole nation is cagerly await
ing the Wction of the govern:
ment and opposilion parties.
specially the present Mi's. and
expects that they will help
students out of the victous eir-
cle

The writer is Professor
Emeritus. Dhaka University,
and was FRounder Vice-
Chancellor, Jahangirnagar
University: Founder Chairman.
Bangladesh Counctl of Sct-
entific and Industrial Re-
search. Chatrman, Bang ladesh
National Education Com-
mission (|1987).

LLaidback Ocean Nation Takes a Democratic Lead

Mark Gleeson writes from Sao Tome

ESPITE a virtual clamour
around Africa for
party reform, few coun-
tries have so far actually made

the transition from one-party to

multi-party rule. One such,
however, is Sao Tome and
Principe.

Sandwiched between free

elections in Cape Verde and
then Benin, were those of this
tiny island nation.

Sao Tomeans are ol mixed
African, Jewish and Portuguese

descent who have peacefuly

tilled the soil and fished the
seas ofl their islands for cen-

turies.
After independence in 1975

they were governed by the

Movement for the Liberation of

Sao Tome e Principe (MLSTP).

mult-

Almost in a time warp, the islands of the tiny nation
mainland. But politically they have
party to multi-party rule. After a ni

back to their fishing and farming routines.

L

U

I”I

] I i'.uwm.' \

firmed by referendum. Last

January the MLSTP was swept

from power in parliamentary
eclections which were to be a

foretaste of the presidential

race.
Perhaps seeing
orr the wall, President Manuel

Pinto da Costa pulled out of the

race before it had begun.

This left the field open to
former prime minister Miguel
Trovoada, Guadelune de Ceita,

the writing

of Sao Tome and Principe stand isolated from the African
shifted with the times. Almost without incident they changed from one-
wmmm:&mqnmmmmm

Da Costa in 1979, emerged as
clear favourite from the mo-
ment he returned to Sao Tome

in May last year.

His smiling face stared out
from posters on almost every

bullding and on T-shirts handed

out to people. His was a slick.
almost American-style cam-
paign with long motor caval-
cades, populist speeches, bal-
loons, bands and even plastic
shopping packets for house-

Both De Ceita and Dos Santos
faded into the background, then
pulled out of the race alto-
gcther, and Trovoada romped
home with BO per cent of the
volc.

Significantly, however, there
was a large absentee ballot. put
down mainly for tacit support
for outgoing president Da Costa.
He is expected now to bide his
time nd plan a return to poli-
tics, perhaps when Trovoada's
five-year term ends in 1996,

The Sao Tome election was
held without incident. Even
election night revelry was rela-
tively subdued, being concen-
trated in the town centre and
limited to a few hundred peo-

le.
; It was, in effect. a sideshow
for a nation whose people

It is possible that as the people were persuaded
to vote the BNP way, they might once again be
persuaded to accept the majority party's view on
the form of government. But we must know. This

who was Trovoada's colleague in  wives.
the struggle for independence
from Portugal. and an eccentric
former mercenary, Afonso dos

quickly went back to their rou-
tines of fishing, planting and
selling in the colourful markets.

Trovoada has a complex task

Since then the country has | I
been badly affected by the fluc- |
tuating world cocoa price and

by a rising debt burden that has

Trovoada’'s elegant wife and
altractive daughter also played a
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silence on the part of the ruling party is un-
healthy for democracy and effective government,
unfair to the electorate and unnecessary if one
trusts the people.

Researches into the
Days After

It is interesting to note that a 'group’ of profes-
sionals and researchers, in a meeting held on
Monday, 'recognised the need to initiate and
promote research in the area of the disaster.’ The
group decided to help 'individuals willing to con-
duct research on the issues concerning the
aftermath of the disaster such as the social. eco-
nomic, demographic and nutritional effects of the
cyclone in the short and long run, the effective-
ness of and the processes in the relief and reha-
bilitation operations'.

It is heartening to’see that a private group has
come forward to appreciate a very important ap
in our response to disasters of the order of what
visited the eastern coastal districts on April 29.
And that they have also thought of themselves try-
ing to help plug that.

It's a very broad spectrum of all that follows
such a disaster that the group proposes to help
investigate. Each of the links in the chain would
need volumes to be covered even in a casual fash-
ion. While the group has very gallantly taken upon
themselves not only to help such researches with
their own knowledge and experience, they have
also hinted at even funding such investigations.
One cannot help feeling that this wonderful move
should have come from our universities as well as
our government. When that hasn't been the case,
we commend it all the same for their considera-
tion in the'hope that the more resourceful back-
up that can be provided by these bodies would
help rake in a truly significant harvest of research

s and solutions over such a broad range of
aspects of the disaster aftermath.

Even amidst the mad rush of reaching relief to
millions on a most difficult terrain and salvaging
not only facilities but whole areas and setting the
ground to launch a meaningful programme of re-
habilitation and reconstruction, which we believe
the government to be at present immersed in, —
care should be taken by all, most of all the gov-
ernment, so that our society is not reduced to a
relief-dependent one. We must start eschewing
the present ad-hocism in our response to the
natural disasters and attempt to cope with the
;:hh:dlcngc with knowledge and application born of

We thank the Working Group on Essential
National Health Research for having infected us
with their awareness of this. And we hope others

in the right quarters would not fail to take the
cue.

‘ment.

left the fledgling state with lit-
tle export income and almost

no scope for economic expan-

sion.

Increased tourism is a possi-
bility: the islands remain a trop-

ical paradise, plentiful in fooH.

natural beauty, and so far un-
spoiled by the international
tourist trade.

Almost as if caught in a
time-warp, the islands stand
isolated from the African main-
land and, to an extent, from
themselves.

A dally flight, too expenstve
for most islanders, plies be-
tween Sao Tome, where all but

| Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.
Biggest indeed!

Sir, British Airways flew her
passengers worldwide free on
April 23. Among them were 22
lucky persons drawn out of 1.5
lakh eligible coupons entered
in esh, who along with
others whose tickets were to
be refunded travelled free to
London as a part of BA's
"World's Biggest Offer” — the
best to datel

The extraordinary, colour-
ful, historic., and sec-off
at ZIA, Dhaka was indeed a
morale-booster to bpth Travel

and Tourism sector and the

prospective travellers, as was
WBO itself that stimulated en-
thusiasm in Bangladeshis like
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

Although BA lost earnings in
millions of pounds on that very
single day in the super adver-
tisement, the "favourite” car-
rier should recover in the ex-
pected short period.

At this time when the n
airlines are about to take to
head-on titions over the
standard of every detail in
service, comfort, entertain-
relaxation, and addi-
tional facilities, WBO must have
put BA ahead of other leaders
including Aeroflot, Air France,
Lufthansa, KLM, and TWA in
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5,000 of the country's 120,000
live, and Principe, where virgin
tropical forest covers 80 per
cent of the island.

The [first rumblings for
multi-party reform were heard
back in 1985 within the

MLSTP. The then president,

e
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Pinto da Costa, was initiating
economic and political changes
as the price of cocoa. the coun-
try’'s most important export
crop, plummeted on the world
market.

A decision to hold multi-
party election was announced in
December 1989 and later con-

Il
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Santos,
Trovoada, in exile in France
since a [all-out with president

visible part in the proceedings
and drew large crowds
throughout the islands.

e —

the trade.
The global network of BA,

however, indicates the car-
rier's increase in popularity
that has enriched BA fleet with
almost all types of aircraft suit-
able to the characteristic
routes and chartered to jumbo
commercial flights.

From a business standpoint.
WBO f{s of course an excellent
lesson to all airlines in terms
of promotional efforts: but,
still, Thai experience may be
of special benefit to a carrier
like Biman Bangladesh Air-
lines, since the difference the
bigger carriers make in the
travel world may not always be
the biggest. '

M. Rahman
Zila School Road,
Mymensingh 2200.

Smoking
a hazardous habit

Sir, ‘It is not unknown Lo us
what health hazards can be
caused by smoking. Experts
are almost certain that a major
cause of lung cancer is exces-
sive smoking. Of course there
are exceptions. But it is always
better to be careful.

However, it is really very
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sad to observe that many still
continue to be smokers and
not only that, but chain smok-
ers. This we find among both
educated as well as uneducated
people. For once a person is
addicted to tobacco, it is quite
difficult to leave the habit,
even if it may eventually be-
come fatal to one's life.
Therefore, it is our ardent
appeal to civilized citizens that
they should give serious
thought and think twice before

carrying on smoking, for soon
it may be too late!

Rafig Ahmed
Elephant Road, Dhaka.

Kurdish tragedy

Sir, The plight of the Kur-
dish people 1s undoubtedly one
of the saddest tragedies in re-
cent time. Mr. Ashnakhah in
his letter of May 5, 1991
blames the dictatorship of
Saddam Hussein for this mis-
fortune of the Kurds.

The predominantly Sunni
Kurds have suffered untold
miseries at the hands of the
Iranian leadership, too.
my recent stay in Turkey | ob-
served that the Kurds are also
not treated with sympathy and
understanding by the Turkish
government.

The saddest part of this
tragedy is not the indifference
of thcdylululhm leaders to the
need of these people but the
callousness, | should say, with
which the major powers of the
world are dealing with the
Kurdish problem.

Dhalan

"Media needs an
open channel"

Sir, Your commentary
Star 7th May,1991) has been

most timely in focusing the
fact that the channel of com-
munication between the
Government media and the
people has been an incomplete
one, as a result of which much
misinformation, disinformation
and wrong information have
unfortunately come to the fore.
A Government ol the people
has the responsibility of shar-
ing the full facts relating to the
most devastaling cyclone of
the 29th April with the people.
The full and detailed facts
about what have a taken
place, and now the day-to-day
progress of the reliefl opera-

tions, the progress of reliefl
distribution to the victims who
are fighting for their survival,
and the progress of rehabilita-
tion has to be told. There
should be a daily briefing to
the press. which should detail
what happened during the last
twenlyfour hours the ac-

tion taken by the Government.

In the press briefings all
the wrong and false informa-
tion should be straightaway
contradicted, but all real facts
have also to be accepted and
explained.

The full facts of the
have to be shared with the
people through the electronie
media and the press. A vast
number of people In
Bangladesh have lost their
hearths and homes, and their

means of The process
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ing. and this can only be suc-
cessful if massive international
support is received. The
Governments and the world
community must know the full
extent of our damage, and spe-
cific and ular aid that we
need. Only on the basis of full
facts, can we RAght the un-
precedented disaster that has
fallen on us.

This present age is an age
of communication revolution,
and its impact is felt through-
out the world in a matter of
minutes and seconds. The im-
pact of the electronic media
and news media has a great
role to play in touching the
hearts of humanity. Therefore,
we must not fail in : the
complete picture of the -
ter, and the day-to-day
progress of the reliel opera-
tions. And thereafter we have
to focus on our massive efforts
in rehabilitating the surviving

people.

Director, Bangladesh
Institute of Law and

International Affairs , Dhaka .

United effort

Sir. We arec indeed very
much grateful to

ahead of him. He has to deliver
on promises to bring economic
prosperity to the isolated is-
lands—a formidable task given
the country's size and lack of
resources.

Some hopes are pinned on
finding oil. Exploration has
been gotng on for years without
significant results, although
both Gabon to the east and
Nigeria to the north are now oil
producers.

In the immediate future, Sao
Tome e Principe will seek to
altract investment into its agri-
cultural and fishing industries
and to develop its tourtsm. —
GEMINI NEWS

ings of the victims cannot be
expressed in words. Their
plight is heart-breaking.....

“ﬂ:mhﬂe. we are confi-
dent, by the of Allah, our
miseries will soon be owver.
What is needed is. united ma-
tional efforts and efficient uti-
lization of the International
aids in the welfare and reha-
bilitation of the cyclone wvic-
tims.

M. Zahidul Haque
Bangladesh Agricultural
College,

Dhaka- 1207.

Quality of products
Sir, The other day | read an
item under the caption
'Powder millkc quality varies’ in
the columns of your daily. |
M e o
writing on & d
vital subject. Though we have
to import such item by our
hard-carned foreign currency
we are de of quality.
But who bothers? The
varies not only in food and
beverage ftems or the im-
ones but also in clee-
tric/electronic as well as ma-
chinery items assembled or
produced . Even same
prgducts manufactured by
same company in a developed

country and in are
not same qualitatively. But

It is hoped that the authori-
ties concerned Including the
B.ATI should over It
and do the o ensure a

hnn-ummnnllulhpn
but in deed.

Mamun Ahmad
Deobhog, Munshigory.



