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Dhaka, Tuesday, May 14, I1091

The Flash Flood

floods in the eastern districts have till
claimed 38 lives. Of the more than a crore
affected, about a million have been de-
as marooned. The floods have to date en-
vast tracts of land in 35 upazilas belonging
seven districts and are as yet showing no s
ing In its sweep. As much as half of the
crops In the alfected areas are feared to
completely lost and the condition of
remains would be poor even for a consola-
ath, sulfering and material loss is the
the day in those areas of Sylhet, Comilla
Hymensmfh — and the situation wouldn't

up for quite some time even if the spread of
in a day or two.
bad

S a very outlook for not only those ar-
L for the nation as a whole. Bul the fact re-
mains that the whole nation can hardly come and
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share in the suffe and lessen the distress of
those marooned. e cataclysmic elemental
strike in the coastal belt and the human and

material toll exacted by that are demanding all of

the nation's capacity to care — and much more. In

years similar floods — or even lesser inun-

— used (o cngaﬁc the full attention of the
as the

ﬁ'nmcnt as well people. This year when
iIs not simply possible — the floods are fum-
ing with some disdain for human well-be-
ing. As if coming in tandem were not enough of a
scare.

:

Man has- been living with such floods in the
Ganges-Brahmaputra al Delta for thousands
of years. He should have learnt to live with these
by now. Not that he hasn't. In' any other country
such floods would have taken a far greater price.

Here people do not perish so easily because of
floods. The present [loods is something special
for it has in a span of a more 72 hours taken 38

lives. These are unfailing indexes to the speciall
difficult situation in Moulvi Bazar and Brgl:man}-r
baria, Netrakona and Habiganj.

How will the government as well as the ple
react to this extra challenge which, as c:legerglcd
by the Bengali proverb invo a stalk of spinach
on a re&ular bundle of load. comes on top of a
surfeit of problems — aps to test us as never
have we been tested. for our fitness to tick on as
an independent sell-reliant and self-respecting

people.

The destruction in the offshore belt that sur-
the effects of nuclear bombings of Japan,
¢ steady draining of the sap that gives life to a
nation. namely , the will to stand against odds, by
the diarrhoeal sweep, and now the deluge in the
eastern districts — the combined tmpact of this
all is beyond the power of comprehension of per-
haps all in this country, with a handful of talented
exceptions here and there with their hearts in
the right place. Wouldn't this trebly confounded
calastrophe shake us into giving up our ways of ad
hoc responses to questions of physical survival of
our society ?
The present challenge — the b
us in centuries —
hatic message for all
eed it. The visitations would continue. In order
lo live and prosper, both individually and socially,
in spite of them, and may be a little because of

them — we shall need to effect very radical
changes not only to our habitation and agricul-
tural pattern — but to our overall economic and
social of existence. Anything short of that
will mean a very poor country ictung abysmally
poorer with every elemental strike.

T the present challenge successfully in
our e and recasting our society for all it will
take, we can., on the other hand reach up to
newer horizons of civilised social being freed
from poverty and illiteracy, avoidable death and

suffering.
Many of the groups mﬂect% relief in Dhaka

est ever for
very much leave an em-
to look for it and

havé started thinking of ch direction and
heading for the flooded districts. at all a bad
idea. And surely government wouldn't be found
wanting in reaching traditional relief in required
quantity and on time to the affected areas. The
anti-epidemic precautions will have to be taken
here too.
Our sympathies to the victims.

Asking for Help

The famous, or is it not so famous, Bengali sub-
tlety seems to be disappearing from many facets
of our social life. The political speeches are.no
longer that dignified, the debates in the parlia-
ment, far from witty and our normal day to day
behaviour devoid of the courtesies that we were
taught in our younger days.

Recent examples of how crude we have become
are the two interviews of Prime Minister
Newaz Sharif of Pakistan and Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar of India telecast in connection
with their recent visits here. The second ques-
tion, or was it the third. posed to the visiting
dignitaries was something on these lines, "Are
you considering raising your country's assistance
to desh ?" They musl be, otherwise why
should they, leaving their aflairs of the State, be
here in the first place ? This is not exactly the
heigh
viewer realise that ?

Imagine the embarrassment of the visiting
leaders. What are they supposed to say in reply to
such loaded questions? Isn't it a bit like arm
twisting? Surely we can think of more interest-

questions to ask these well known figures. As
to their assistance to the cyclone affected peo-
ple, we can leave it to - our leaders who, we are
sure, must have had detailed discussion on what
possible assistance these two countries could
give us. It is as if we are forcing them to repeat in
public what they must have promised in private
to our leaders.

We need help. but do we have to forget our
dignity and our well known tradition of courtesy ?
Can't we be a bit subtle ?

While on the subject, we would like to express
our appreciation to both India and Pakistan — our
ners in SAARC — [or the generous help they

ve promised to our people at this critical time.
The Indian Prime Minister's offer of sending rice
within two days time from the stock in West Ben-
is indeed a most warm and timely gesture. It
not only the aid. but also its immediate avail-
ability that makes this gesture especially valuable.

in UP and Harty

t of our tourisi season, or didn't the inter-

Lal Krishna Advani of Bharattya
::.\ltl looks at 1t as a

t to Ram Rajya in
India. VP seeks & man-
date w0 bri the "Carfbs in
Delht " by implement-

ing Mandal Commission re-
port. The Mandir-Mandal issue
is now dominating the Indian
elections. Advani and VP Singh
are playing the Mandir and
Mandal cards while Rajiv is
%:ylnl the card of stability.
indians have not yet re-
sponded positively to any one
except a swing Hindu re-
vivalism in parts of India.
There is a strong belief in
india that “he who rules
Aryavarta, rules India.” The
Aryavarta is the Hindl heart-
land of Uttar Pradesh. No edge
for any in Uttar Pradesh
is yet established. However,
Congress which got only 15
out of 85 seats in 1989 eclec-
tions increase the
marginally. But Congress
lose at least 35 seats In south-
ern states and in Maharastra,

Tnc:dw t:: n:lnluélu polls.
w Aryavarta it loses in

There will be a triangular
fight in the elections among
Congress (I). BJP and Janata
Dal-Left combine. In Uttar
Pradesh fourth element has
been added and that is Janata
Dal (Socialist) led by Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar.
Chandra Shekhar will have to
remain satisfied with few scats
ana. Bul even
with smaller number of secats
he aspires to become the
Prime Minister. again with the
support of 'some parties.
But it may remain a this
time for Chandra Sheichar.

Vishwanath Pratap Singh
who symbolised the hopes and
aspirations of Indian people
bhn:;nr—nd-h.ﬂ'* is now

for reintroducing caste
system in Indian politics. He
accepted the Mandal Commis-
sion rcport which reserved
government quotas for the
Harijan (lower caste Hindus).
This off a count
demonstration by the students
many of whom died of scif-
immolation. Then came the is-
sue of construction of Ram-

bhumi Mandir in Ayodha
coalition BJP. Both
Mandal a Mandir issues

compelled VP Singh to leave
power. These two issues have
I prominence in the mani-
tos of all the political par-
ties. BJP has played well with
Hindu passion. BJP made an

INDIAN ELECTION SCENE

i Gandhi’s Congress sees the election as a referendum

looks at it as a fight to establish Ra

bring "Garibs in Delhi Masnad."

m Rajya in India.

stability. L. K. Advani of
Singh seeks a mandate to

inroad both in and lower
caste Hindus. s Rathja-
tra and o make India
a Ramrajya divided the votes
among the H too. Hari-

are more devolees.
So VP Singh's hope to pla
with the backward people
scems to have falled. But VP
Singh will gain In Bthar which
is a caste ridden society. BJP s

doing well in Rajasthan, Gu
;l-l. rﬂ: of UP and in Mad -

a Pradesh. In Madhya
Pradesh BJP is likely to lose
some seats, but it will gain in

Maharastra where BJP made .

adjustment in 14 seats with
Shiv Sena. In Karnataka the
Maharaja of Mysore has jotned
BJP and he s likely to return.
In West BJP has madc
an inroad but is unlikely to get
any seat

But Advani is facing the
popular film star Rajesh
Khanna. People say that
is contesting the second scat
in Gujarat maybe to avoid the
risk of defeat by Rajesh

nataka and Kerala always be-
have differently from the
northern states. They never
vole the way the northern
states do. Tamil Nadu has a
unique political culture which
brings stars in political
prominence. In Andhra
Pradesh also N.T. Rama Rao is
dominating the tics.

In Tamil u AIDMK led
by Ms. Jayalalita sides with
Congress while DMK led by
Karunanidhi may support
Janata Dal-Lelt coalition. In
Karnataka Congress may not

improve position and there is

chance of losing some seats. In
Kerala Left Front may do well
this time.

indtans will vote for elect-
ing 510 members out of 543
on May 20, 23 and 26. The
three elections are looked
as crucial for Indian democ-
racy and political stabtlity. The
Indlan political culture over
last 44 years Is - one-party gov-
ernment provides stability
while the coalition [fails.

Congress is trying to score

slogans inchude political stabil-
ity during the forty years'

Congress rule. There were four
prime ministers — Pandit

and Chandra Shekhar.
Congress's appeal could make
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claim thet the of West
Bengal should be i
the centre. The Left Front — &
combine of the lihe minded
r—hhm
ruling West Bengal for 14
years. A combine of sueh na
fure with commitments o
people can @ve viabile alterna
tive to Congress in the centre
But all the political parties
are sccemingly worried st the
rise of BJP as a rational alhecr
native o Congresa. BJP has
taken this as & swmke or break
clection for the party. But the
-thrrpﬁhdm"ll
certain stage take a united
stand against BJP 0 hah
communal politics In secular

The Man with the Toughest Job

India is in the throes of its massive

million and the

kilometres to vote. The man

polling stations 1.64 million. No one will
in of the complete

general election operation. The voters number 521
have to walk more than two
the Chief Election

Cmicdoner,hnﬂhlyM mmhm &M

D.K. Joshi and A.J. Singh writes from New Delhi and Dharmsala

HE man with the most

I daunting task in India

today is undoubtedly
Tirunellai Narayananatyer Ses-
han, the 66-year-old Chiefl
Election Commissioner. Under
his command for the forth-
coming general election will
be three million civil servants
manning 600.0000 polling sta-
tions and an adequatle para-
military force w0 prevent
violence at the booths.

He has to shepherd 521 mil-
lion voters, handle 1.64 mil-
lion ballot boxes and make
sure he has ordered up
10,000, metric tonnes of pa-
per for ballots and 150,000 cc
of indelible ink.

To ensure that in rural areas
harifjans and weaker sections

India: the great democracy

L

Polfing days
May 20, 23, 26

{THE BIG BALLOT

DX 1991: 10m slection since independence in 1947
(] 545 seats in Lok Sabha (lower house)

(] 521 milfion voters

(L] 1,640,000 bailet baxes, 500,000 polling stations
[ A polling station within 2km of every valer
[ 10,000 metric tonnes of baltel papers

[] 150,000ce of indelible ink

(] 3 mittion civil servants

|| 291 parties contested Iasi election in 1989

are not intimidated by the
dominant castes he has to set
up polling stations to cater for
even as as 500 voters. No
voter in the vast country will
walk more than two kilome-
tres to vote, even if he or she
lives in remote hill and forest
arcas.

The short-tempered and
sharp-tongued Seshan is a
thorough and efficient bureau-
cral. To ensure the elections
are free and fair he believes it
is not e to make certain
the polling {s peaceful.

In the past there have been
innumerable cases of police
and other officials stamping
the ballot papers or obstruct-
ing democracy in other ways.

Seshan has taken steps to see
*that there is no subversion by
state governments. He ob-
jected to large-scale transfers
of officers some state gov-
ernments after March 25 and
he warmed against announce-
ment of new welfare schemes
by central and state govern-
mecnts as a way of distributing
largesse.

Ministers were toid not to
use government vehicles dur-
ing campaigning and the
Prime Minister was reminded
that air force planes should not
be used unless they are paid
for.

Most importantly. Seshan
wamed political parties and
candidates "indulging in elec-
tion propaganda based on reli-

Pon and caste. creed and lan-
guage” that “they could be
prosecuted and disqualified for
six years.”

Never before has the Indian
electoral afr been so filled with
heavy clouds of caste and
communal emotionalism as on
the eve of the country's tenth
general election since inde-
pendence in 1947,

Criminals have been inducted
into politics over the years and
muscle and money have been
increasingly relted on by all
major rties Lo secure
favourable results at the polls.

Seshan says : “The degree of
viclence has been building up
during the last several elec-
tions. And violence does not
necessarily mean the violence
of the weapon — a gun. knife
or stick.

“Even violence to the prinet-
ples has been buillding up. The
total atmosphere in which
political system is working is
one of nce.”

The illicit arms trade in India

has grown greatly in the last

few years and gun-running is

business in states such as
and Uttar Pradesh.
"Booth capturing” has be-
come ;chl.urt of
tary elections. Bthar rcrorlul
the first instance of it years
ago and it has spread to other
slales.
Plans are laid long in ad-
vance. Politiclans offer protec;

tion and palronage to crimi-

officials influcnced to locate
polling booths in the “right
e ot

custe or

of metiing kilied by Jred

:
i
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Halkt papers are snatched
and officials forced w0 Initial
them. These are then stamped
and put into the ballot box. All
this is done within an hour and

problem has in-
creased |4-fold in the last 22

perfection. It would be againsi
his work culture and adminis-

tional responsibility.”— GEMINI

World Population Hits 5.4 Billion

NLY a few countries

with large populations

have good records on
civil and political rights.

A study by the Population
Crisis Committee of 120 coun-
tries with serious population
pressures shows that only a
handful had to main-
tain stable constitutional gov-
ernmenis.

Iligh population growth has
also made 1t more difficult for
most governments to keep
pace wilth development ser-
vices, like health and educa-
tion.

Low-income countries
(excluding India and China )
have seen primary school en-
rolments fall from an average
annual rate of 5.6 per cent in
1975-80 to 2.7 per cent for
1980-87.

According to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), about 1056 million
children 6-]11 years old were
not in school in 1985. Of
these, over 70 per cent were
in the least developed natjons.
By the year 2000 — if present
trends continue — the number
of out-of-school children will
almost double to about 200

million.
These are only some ol the
ces o popula-

popula-

e ——— e

Sir, In response to the
Premier's appeal to the in-
lernational community, re-
lie[ materials both in cash
and kind are pouring in
from abroad. Affluent per-
sons as well as those who
are magnanimous Iinside
the country, are also ex-
tending help to the people
affected by the catastrophic
cyclone and tidal surge. Ac-
cording to a report In some
national dailies (May 5) as-
sistance worth T 555
crore has so far been
committed by different
countries and agencies.
Further assistance is sup-

to come. With such a

magnitude of help we have

tion projected to be 5.4 billion
in mid-1991. By 2001. the to-
tal will be 6.4 billion.

Nearly all (95 per cent) of
this growth will be in develop-
ing countries. The largest rela-
tive increasc will be in Alfrica
but the largest numerical in-
creases will be in Southern
Asia.

The number ol people in
South Asia will increase from
1.2 billlon today to 1.5 billion
by the end of the century. East
Asia — including China and
Japan — has over a fifth of total
world population but is grow-
ing much more slowly.

Japan has reached below
"replacement level” fertility —
mcaning an average [amily size
of less than two children.
China will probably reach this
level by the year 2000 with
South Korea and Thailand
close behind.

These projections are made
in the Statle of World Popula-
tion 1991 released by the UN
Population Fund (UNFPA).

There are hopeful signs.
"The most recent evidence
shows that for the first time,

fertility is declining in all ma- -

jor regions of the world.” the
UNFPA report says. "Even in
high-fertility. low-contracep-
tive areas such as South Asia
and Alrica. today's women are
having fewer children com-

For the

first time in history, more than half

the world’'s couples have the means of
choosing the timing and spacing of their

families

parvd with those in 1960-65."

Projections for South Asia
suggest that fertility- is now
declining at an accelerating
ratc and will regch four chil-
dren per woman in 1995-
2000. .

Contraceptive use (s grow-
ing. In East Asia. [fertility rates
have more than halved over
the past 25 years. Contracep-
tive prevalence rates have also
increased from 13 per cent to
70 per cent.

Through family planning
programmes, China and India,
respectively, claim 200 and
106 million "births averted.”
For India, this meant a saving
since 1979 of US8742 billion
(calculated at US$7,000 per
child. The cost of providing
education and health care in
India, from infancy to adult-
hood).

China, Colombia, Fiji, South
Korea, Indonesia, Mexico,
Thailand, Sri Lanka and several
Indian states (including Ker-
ala) have seen dramatic de-
clines in population growth. It
took ME:'nd only eight years
to reduce total fertility rates

reasons (o believe thal the
sufferings of the survivors
will certainly be alleviated.
We wonder if death has at
all caused from starvation.
[f the answer is yes, then
we'll urge the concerned
authorities to check it with
all out effort. With past ex-
perience still haunting us,
we cannol but shudder at
the thought of relief mate-
rials being misappropri-
ated. A little steep though,
we shall expeci the officials
of this government to reach

the distressed all sort of

help available for the sake
of their very existence.

AMM Tarik
Middle Hali

Chittagong.

Shahar,

Scientific feat

Sir, A recent news item
says that doctors at John
Hopkins have been able to
successfully remove an
ovarian cyst from a forty-
year—old woman. The
striking point is that the
tumour weighed aboul one
hundred pounds.The pa-
tient is said to be doing
well.

Now in an age and time
when scientists all over the
world, mostly in the devel-
oped countries which have
the resources and the
technology, are carrying on
their crusade ainst a
number of diseases. it is no
doubt a victory worth cele-
brating. If the patient sur-

from 6.5 to 3.5 live births per
Woman.

"For the first time in his-
tory, more than halfl the
world's couples have the
mecans of choosing the timing
and spacing of their families, ~
the UNFPA the report notes.
"Fertility rates are falling in all
regions of the world.”

Still. the UNFPA notes that:
"population growth and migra
tiom are contributing 1to
changes in key ecosystems in
developing countries with un-
known but potentially serious
effects on food supply in the
immediate area, and on global
climate change.”

About 580 million people
are now living in absolute

rty on marginal or le
and. One of the results
been mass tion from sub-
sistence farming to the cities.
By the year 2000, the urban
population of the developing
world will be almost double
that of the developed world.

The report notes that de-
veloping countries as a whole
have suffered a serious decline
in lood self-sufficiency. Their

vives. and is able
on a normal life, it will
show the way for survival of
many such, who are thus

afflicted.

We know how tough and
often how desperate It
must be for those who are
c g on despite hur-
dles, obstacles to find a
solution to a number of dis-
eases. Therefore, if the
doctors are successful in

Any area it must be giving

them immense satisfaction.

We wish these crusaders
success In their long and
difficult path.

Tuhin Ahmed
Jhikatola, Dhaka.

to carry  Kris Aquino in

cereal imports in 1969-71
were only 20 milion tons. Dy
1983-85, they had risen 1o 69
million tons, a figure expected
to hit 112 milllon tons by the
ycar 2000.

The UNFPA rcport cites an
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development
study which show that the
strongest migratory pressures
— within countries and inter-
nationally — always appear In
countries with rapid popula-
tion and a slow pace of
development.

In developing countries, the
total fertility rate (a national
measure of the average number
of births per woman) is now
about 3.8 per cent. About 51
per cent of couples regularly
usc some means of contracep-
tion.

The United Nations has
targetted the increase of
"contraceptive prevalence” to
69 per cent. Maintaining the

resent contraceptive preva-

ce of 51 per cent al

means an additional 108 mil-
lion contraceptive users. To
reach the t 59 per cent
target will require 186 millon
more users. Most of these will
be in Asia, with the rest d!-
vided more or less evenly be-
tween Alrica. Latin America,
the Caribbeans and Arab states.

Sir, A recent news ilem
says that Kris Aquino,
daughter of the President
of Philippines, is at present
busy with of her
first international movie :
"Happy Ghost 5.

Apparently, she has
travelled to Hong

politicians one day. Since it

is almost next nature for
them (o be trained In the
art of politics, just as it is a
very easy affair for children

————

population in
programmes. and extending
family planning information
and services to 2 bil-
ion people.” the UNFPA says.
Overall, the target implies
that the number of couples
using family planning will rise
by 50 per cent from 381 mil-
lion in 1991 to 567 millien by

report says the "overall
cost of meeting the targets —
o governmenis, con
users and the international
community — will be about
US89 billion a year by the end
of the century; Iﬂl‘l
expenditures, but far smaller
than the cost of fallure.”
Today. only four of
world's 170 nmLuh Hmit ac-
cess o

direct or indirect support to

experience of the last
20 years shows thal strong.
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