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Soviet FM talks ME security : s«

Foreign Minister Alexander Bessmerinykh met with top
Egvptian officials in Cairo Saturday. and later told reporters
he had held “detalled” discussions on security in the Gulf
region. AFT reports from Catro.

However, Bessme kh. who had morning talks with
President Hosnl Mubarak and two sets of talks with Egyptian
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdel Meguid, did not comment
when asked about a decision by six countries to attend

planncd Middle East peace talks.

Iran to host 0il confce : i wil host s

major international oil conference this month. drawing
industry experts from throughout the world, Oil Minister
Gholamscza Agazadeh announced Saturday. AP reports from
Nicosia.

The meeting which s to include representatives ol major
US and Western oil companies, could signal a move for Iran
away the isolation it has experienced for most of the 12 years
since its 1979 Islamic revolution.

h said more than 100 people. including oil minis-
ters from 10 countries, would take part in the May 27-29
mecting in Isfahan.

He said the meeting is to promote understanding between
producers and consumers of ofl so the interests of both can
be guaranteed, according to the official Islamic Republic
News Agency, monitored in Nicosia.

Pindi denies sending infiltrators
to Kashmir : rakistan on Saturday rejected an

Indian charge that it was sending infiltrators into Kashmir
and again proposed neutral monitoring of a military control
line in the disputed state, Reuter reports from Islamabad.

Pukistan-based lé¢aders of two rival Kashmiri militant
groups also jointly urged their followers to keep peace be-
tween themselves while fighting Indian rule.

Lo ans tunee Muster Chandra Shekhar warned Pakistan

on Friday 1 would pay a heavy price unless it stopped sending
¢ hliraturs into the two-thirds of Kashmir ruled by India.

Bush thanks Fahd : US President Genrge

Sush called iKlag rahd of Saudi Arabia on Saturday to thank
Win for the Gulf Cooperation Council's decision to participate
4. a regional peace conference on the Middle East, Reuter
renorts from Washinglon.

o wuse nress offiee said Bush wid the Saudi King
L vaWed UL auiounceisetii as a positive step.

The Gulf Cooperation Council, comprising Saudi Arabia,
Aoiwail, Qaidr, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Oman,
announced earlier on Saturday its “readiness to participate —
if fovited — as an observer” in a forthcoming peace confer-

cnce.

Soviet intelligence man defects to US :

The Sunday Telegraph. a respected British newspaper,
reported that a senior Sovict intelligence officer has defected
o the United States, AP reports from London.

The Sunday Telegraph said that Alexandre Kra 41,
worked for years as a US double agent before delecting in
February.

The newspaper said Krapiva is now being debriefed in the
United States.

The Sunday Telegraph cited no sources in the report.

Eg‘s-gac lks arms control with

€V : US President Bush called Soviet

President Mikhail Gorbachev to discuss arms control and
economic issues, but no date was set for a US-Soviet arms
control’ sumot, the White House said, AP reports from
Washinglon.

Gorbachev accepted Bush's offer to send a team of experts

to the Soviet Union to

the food distribution system in

the economically pressed nation, said assistant press secre-

tary Bill Harlow.

The team. led by Untlersecretary of Agriculture Richard T.
Crowder. will leave Friday. Crowder will report to Bush as he
weiglis a Soviet request for $1.5 billion in grain credits.

BJP threat to
secularism,
says Rajiv

HUBLI (Madras), May 12:
Congress-1 President Rajiv
Gandhi has warned the people
against what he described as
"majority communalism” and
satd 1t was [ar worse then
“minority communalism.” re-
ports PTL.

Talking to reporters here
yesterday Gandhi charged ' the
[3JP with triggering off a nation
wide wave of communal anrest
sinve September last and the
BJP was the biggest threat to
scecitlarism. '

Gandhi claimed that the
Congress-l was the only party
that could provide the back-
bone to the secularistic struc-
ture of the country and said
even the communist parties
had compromised secularism
for political gains in 1977 and
1989 during the Lok Sabha
polls.

Replying to a question

3 Chinese engineers
kidnapped in Sind

HYDERABAD (Pakistag),
May 12 : Bandits kidnapped
three Chinese engineers at
gunpoint on Saturday from an
electricity project in the
southern Pakistani province of
Sind, government officials and
Chinese sources said, Reuter
reports. '

The gunmen released the
Pakistani driver of a vehicle
used by the Chinese and
escaped into a forest with
their hostages, the official APP
news agency said.

It was not immediately
known whether the driver had
been given any ransom

message to pass on o
authorities.
The Chinese were the

second group of foreigners to
be setzed in Sind in eight
weeks., Three Japanese
students were kidnapped on
March 17 while on a rowing
expedition down the Indus
river and held for up to six
weeks.

The three engineers had

just arrived for work at Bhan

in the

Sueedabad weslern

distriet of Dadu when four

handits took over their vehicle

Gandhi said that Il the
Congress-1 was returncd to

power Article 378 of the Con-
stitution, which provided spe-
cial status for Jammu and
Kashmir, would not be re-
voked. The article was incor-
porated in the Constitution to
ensure that Jammu and Kash-
mir became part and parcel of
India.

Referring to the acceptance
of the Mandal Commission
recommendations by the VP
Singh Ministry Gandhi said it
was a "trick by Singh to befool
the masses and retain the seat
of power.” He said the Janata
Dal had now back tracked by
promising institution of an-
other commission to go into
the Mandal Commission's rec-
ommendations.

Gandhi wanted to know
what had happened to Singh's
promise to furnish details with
15 days of assuming office of
Prime Minister, about those al-
legedly involved in the Bofors
kick-back. His was keen
to get to the bottom and find
the truth, Gandhi added.

and drove them down a dirty
road, officials in the central
Sind town of Hyderabad said.

The three men, Project
Deputy Manager Zhu Zheng
Qing. 52. Li Gang, 28, and Tai
Shi You, 45, worked for the
Chinese international Water
and Power Company, a
company sources A

The company is laying an
electricity transmission line in
the area for Pakistan's state-
run water and power
development authority.

APP said the ﬂlﬂmnhoh;d
expressed rehension a t
their H.H;p&t days ago and
had indicated that they would
quit work if protection was not

But a Chinese company
official said 16 Chinese
working in the area for about a
year had never received any
threats.

A police official in the

capital, Karachi, said
lice were pursuing the
dits, known locally as

dacoits, and had a clash with

them. No further details were
immediately known.

International

Longest W.Bengal leftist govt to seek another term

NEW DELHI, May 12 . The
Prime Minister, Chandra
Shekhar, has warmed the Pun
jab militants ol stern action by
the central government if
had “any thoughts” of using the
elections in the state as a rel-
erendum on Khalistan, accord-
ing to a video news magazine,
reports PTI.

In a report on a “serics of
sccret meetings”™ between the
Prime Minister and the mili-
tants, "Eyewitness” magazince
says Lok Sabha and assembly
elections in the state are the
result of secret meetings be-
tween the Prime Minister and
the militants "culminating in
an arrangement between
them".

The Prime Minister told
the that he was not
talking to “killers and murder-
ers” but to ple who had
been alienated and becausce of
that."they are killing.”

hmﬂnppuu one member of my
ily goes on a wrong path.
what do | do? Do | discard him
on the very first day ? | try to
persuade him”. he said, adding

*if-he is not persuaded by me,
| take the of relatives and
friends”.

- Chandra Shekhar said “if it
is good and true for a family, it
is true for the family of the
great natfon of India.”

In a press release issued
here yesterday, the video

‘magazine said the secret meet-

ings had been confirmed to it
by Mohan Guruswamy. whom it
described as Prime Minister's

huical condidante and his go-

tween with the militants.
The first such mecting was
held on January 11 and the
most recent on April 18, the

" like ask-
ing for Khalistan, “the central
government is not going to sit
ql.ﬁl':;r-hlthMr government
is oo

AFP adds: The world's
longest-running elected com-
munist government, unper-
turbed by the collapse of Marx-
st regimes elsewhere in the
world., 1s all set to seck an
other five-year term to admin-
ister the Indtan state of West

Bengal.
Few in India doubt the rl
ing Leflt Front's ability to se-

cure a lavourable verdict in the
May 20 battle for West Bengal's

294 -scat legislature, con-
trolled since June 1977 by an
U maeciua :_.'-H.-Hlli‘- R LEL VYY)

The vote coincides with the
start of a three-day natfonal
election for India's central
parliament.

Polls not a referendum
on Khalistan : Shekhar

Thousands of party cadres
are busy painting the ecastern
border state red, and with
hammers an sickles. exhibiting
a confidence that has made
the coastal province of 67 mil-
Hon an impregnable Marxist
bastion.

The Communist Party of In-
dia [(Marxist). the country's
dominant leftist group which
heads the nine-party Left Fromt
coalition., is conlident of an
cuasy win, and cites its |4-year
track record as the main rea-
SON.
"We rate our chances of
keeping power (in West Ben-
gal) very high”, sald Sitaram
Yechury a politburo member
of the wwlependent CP1 (M),
which also rules Kerala, an-
other of Indta’'s 25 states.

“Peoplc of West Bengal
know ft (Left Front) is the only
stable political formation
Which can guard their inter-
ests and preserve democracy,”
he said in an interview here.

News reports from Calcutta,
the overcrowded West Bengal
capital, back Yechury's claim,
although the main opposition
in the state is determined Lo
take on the communists head-
long.

I am not promising anyone
the moon. but | wish to put up
a strong [Might against the
Marxists in West Bengal,” said
Siddhartha Shankar Ray,
President of the state anit of
ex-Premier Rajiv Gandhi's

Congress () Party.

"It is thc Marxist dadas
!ﬂun.'u-'l who are mliorg eveny
whicit i engal, e o Lk
llustrated Werekly of India,

adding: “There is suflocation
everywhere. People want w
breathe freely”.
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HALLE (Germany) : German Chancellor

oty

Helmut Kohl is the target of egg — throwers as he

arrives at the Town Hall during a visit May 10. A group of young demonstrators pelted him

with eggs and with small bags filled with paint and chanted ‘lier ! lier I

—AFP photo

Accord on Kurdish
autonomy soon

BAGHDAD, May 12 : Iraqi

President Saddam Hussein
met Kurdish rebel leader Mas-
sound Barzani on Saturday for
the second time since Baghdad
began talks with heads of the
country's restive Kurdish pco-
ple. reports Reuter.
A state-run Kurdish news-
paper said talks between
Baghdad and the Kurds on a
‘new autonomy pact could end
with an agreement within two
days.

The Iragi news agency said
Saddam met Barzani at noon
(0800 GMT) but gave no other
details about the talks, which
have been shrouded in secrecy
since they began last Tuesday.

Saddam and Barzani. head
of the Kurdish Democratic
Party (KDP) and leader of a
four-man Kurdish delegation,
held their first meeting last

Wednesday.

The Ai-lrn';} newspaper,
breaking days ol official silence

on the talks, said negotiations

were going ahead in an objec-
tive spirit and the discussions
were full and frank.

CANNES (France) : Italian

imprint of her hands here May 11. The imprint wil

with those of other stars.

L

The result of the negotia-
tions is expected to be an-
nounced in a couple of days in
the framework of a mutual
agreement on how to imple-
ment the March (1970) decla-
ration which will strengthen
national unity, it said in a front
page commentary.

It gave no other detatls.

The four-member Kurdish
delegation has been in Bagh-
dad since early this week to

-work out a new autonomy deal

for the Iragi Kurds, who make
up about one fifth of Iraq's 18
million people.

An agreement salisfactory
to the Kurds could help per-
suade hundreds of thousands
of Kurdish refugees to come
home from the mountains on
Iraq's borders with Turkey and

Im‘t‘hcy lled fearing reprisals
by the Iraqi army which
crushed their post-Gull war
revolt in March.

A pact could also under-
mine the justification for a
western military prescence in
the Kurdish areas of northern

Khamenei's
gall bladder
operated upon

NICOSIA., May 12 : Iran’'s
supreme leader, Ayatollah Al
Khamenei. underwent surgery
on his gall bladder on Saturday
and doctors pronounced the
operation a success, reports
Reuter.

"We inform our compatriots
with the greatest pleasure that
the operation ... was under-

taken with complete success,”
the medical team that treated
him said 1n a statement broad-
cast on Tehran radio.

"His eminence’'s general
condition after the operation is
totally satisfactory,” the team
added in the statement. which
was monitored by the British
Broadcasting Corporation.

Iran's IRNA ncws agency
reported earlier that Kham-

enci had "some problems in
his gall bladder.™

IRNA said the had com-
plained of chronic stomach
pains for some time and doc-
tors diagnosed gall stoncs
which needed to be removed.
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- Iraq to join
Arab League
FMs meet

NICOSIA. May 12: Irag will

take part in the Arab League
Foreign Minister's

to Israel. -
in late March, Hammoudi
represented his country In
at the first Arab
meetings since the Gull War,
in which Egypt and several
other Arab countries formed
part of the anti-lraqt allance.
Arab diplomatic sources
said Wednesday's meeting was
being covered to elect a new
Arab League Secretary General,
to replace Chadli Klibt whe
resigned In September.
Egypt's Foreign Minister
Esmat Abdel Meguid is so far
the only candidate for the post.

Fire causes
damage to part
of Philippine
palace

MANILA, May 12: A lire
broke out at the Philippine
presidential palace carly today,
causing severy damage 1o the
ground floor but injuring no
onc and leaving Imcida Mar-
cos’ world-famous show col-
b-ction intact, sceunity oflicials
said, reports Arr.

President Corazon Aquino,
who resides In a separate
housing across the street,
turned part of Malacanang
palace into a public museum
when she took power in 1986,
as a monument to the
profligacy of the deposed
regime of the late Ferdinand
Marcos.

The fire caused severe
damage to the public entrande
to the Marcos family's lfving
quarters and the souvenir sec-
tion of the museum. but did
not reach into the exhibit ar-
cas or those used for official
government business, palace
security said.

They ruled out sabotage as a
possible cause and said they
were investigating whether

faulty wiring was at lault.

UN envoy in Iraq
for talks on aid

to refugees

BAGHDAD, May 12 : UN en-
voy Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan
arrived in on Saturday
for talks on reliel aid to

refugees, the Iraqi News
Agency (INA) reported., says
Reuter.

Prince Sadruddin’s visit was
atmed at following up contacts
and exchanging views with the
Iraqi government on aid and
reliefl operations within the
framework of a note of under-
standing signed between Iraq
and the UN on April 18, INA
said.

It was the Prince's second
visit to Baghdad in less than a
month to discuss arrange-
ments for providing humani-
tarian aid to hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees who [led
their homes following abortive
uprisings against President
Saddam Hussein's government

in the Kurdish north and
mainly Shi'ite south.
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Off the Record

Kennedy Smith
fingerprinted

PAIM BEACH (Florda) @ US Scnator Edward Ke -
nephew Witham Kennedy Smith. who surrendered 1o
Beach police on Saturday was fingerprinted and formally
charged -u;or-pratdhnmn poliee sakd reports Reoten

walked into T
the buiiding

accompanied
by his mother
Jean Kennedy |
Smith. the |
sister of |
former Presi-
dew: -lohn ¥
Kennedy. wne!
a .
Smith did
not commeenil
on the charges
to reporters I

who SUr
rounded hin
as he walked
from his car
He has dented
any wrongd:o
ing in the al
leged March
JO rape. Lk
gally termed
scxual batien
in I"'hrld.a 1
the Kennedy | ¢
Family Estate
Willlam Kenncdy South was offictally charged with sesual
battery and battery by Palm Beach poliee eardy this aftermoen
a statcment issued by police said
Aller posing for a mug shot and Bogerpnnied. Smith
drove to the Palm Beach country Sheriff's e where he was
expected post ball and be released, .
The alleged viciim. a 29-year<old woman. 1old police she
met Smith at a posh Palm Beach bar, then wemt to the
Kenngedy Scastde Estate with him for a walk on the beach.
The woman. who is the step - davghier of a milllonaire
midwest industrialisi, claims that Smith tackled her. held
her down and raped her when she tried 10 leave the estale.
If comvicted on the charge of second degree sexual battery.
‘.i'-‘ulu'l!. sisbadil L _nl-""uil. I'h *l h[f“i wl
ballcry chaige which carnies a maxunuh penally ol six
months in jail.

Noriega case sought

MIAMI : The US attorney general's office asked for broad
sccrecy guarantees Thu in the Manuel Noricga case,
bringing protests from the defense and the media. reports
AP.

US District Judge Willlam Hoeveler granted a closed
hearing on requests for certain classified documents, but said
court records with secret information deleted — could be re-
leased publicly later.

Noricga's defense has charged that US intelligence agen-
cies condoned his dealings with drug traffickers in exchange
for information and strategic help in Central America.

Noriega attorncy Jon May strenuously protested the secret
hearing Thursday. saying the defense had no intention of dis-
chnig anything protected under the Classified Information

ures Act.

——

I | W) |rl _'.‘l.'l:il"lr Vi

"We want to guarantee General Noriega his Sixth Amend-
ment, constitutionally mandated right o a public trial.” May
sadd. .
Norfega sat quietly during the hearing wearing his four-

star E:ncrnl‘: uniform. and did not address the court. His trial
on charges of accepting 4.6 million dollars in bribes from
Colombia's Medellin drug cartel is scheduled for July 22 .

It's crime wave
in eastern Germany
LEIPZIG (Germany) : Thomas Mueller drove his squad car

slowly through the grubby outskirts. past a row of camping
trallers set up by warring pimps from eastern and western

Germany, reports AP,

It is one of the most dangerous spots in Leipzig. a major

city in former East Germany.

Western pimps hire right-wing skinhead toughs as body-
guards. Eastern pimps protect their prostitutes with vicious

dogs.

"We've never had problems like this before,” said Mucller's
er. Guenther Kacthner, a 9mm pistol strapped to his
side. "My wife is starting to worry about me at night.”

When Communist East Germany

still existed, the people's

biggest fear was of the secret police, known as the Stasi. Now
it's crime that spreads like pestilence.

Nearly 300.000 crimes were commitled in the region last
year, up by 30 per cent from 1989, according to official fig-

ures, and even highe
the crimnes were theflis.

Before the Communists fell in 1989, lLeipzig

r numbers are expected in 1991, Most of

had not had a

bank robbery in at least seven years. Since unification in Og-

tober, there have been 12.

The number of purse snatchings

soared from about 60 In

1989 to more than 2.200 last year.

US, Iraqi Generals hold talks

Allies yet to take decision

INCIRLIK (Turkey). May 12
: Top US and senfor Iragi Gen-
crals held talks Thursday night
in the northern Iragi city ol
Dahuk, still occupied Bagh-
dad's troops, but Allled Forces
have made no decision yet to
enter Dahuk, and official allied
statement said here Saturday,
reports AFP.

A massive refugees return
hinges on the city's fate.

Most of Dahuk's 380,000
residents fled north to the
border with Turkey afier Iraqi
troops crushed the Kurdish
uprising in late March. They
have told aid workers they are
afraid to return home until
Iraqi forces leave and the Al-
lies move in.

A US s
tenant Commander
Burgess at the combined task
force rs here, said
the talks Thursda
“positive, open a

pokesman. Licu-

were

other

city of Zakho, which Ilike

Dahuk lies north of the 36th

parallel within the Kurdish se-
curity zone where Allies have
restricted Iraqi military opera-
tions following the Gulf war.
The spokesman did not say

Tom -

when the future meetings
would take place. and refused
any other comment on the
talks.

They involved the US Gen-
eral John Shalikashvili, Com-
mander-in-Chiefl of "Operation
Provide Comfort,” and Jay Gar-
ner. the Commander of Allied
Forces in northern Iraq. Allied
Forces entered northern lraq
on April 21 under the
“operation” to set up safe zones
to help the return of Kurdish
refugees.

They met with lraqgi Gener-
als Abu Srias Saber and Naswan
Tahun, a spokesman here said.

The Iragi Generals report-
edly asked the Allies to help
them avoid “losing face” in re-
sponse to an Allled request
that they evacuate Dahuk, a US
Colonel, Dick Naab, at the
command base in Stlopit,
Turkey. said Saturday.

Col Naab said one possibility
under study was the creation
of a 'olnl sccurity force with
both Iragis and Allies o ensure
Kurds they could return home

“Combined task forces have
made no decision 1o enier
Dahuk.” according o the mili
tary communique issucd here

Saturday.

on entry into Dahuk

We are watching the evolv-
ing situation in areas beyond
those where our forces are
providing humanitarian relief
for the refugees and displaced
populations of northern lraq,

"We undersiand the situa-
tion in Dahuk is one ol the
subjects discussed between
Iragi government and Kurdish
representatives as well as be-
tween Iraqi government and
UN represcntatives.” it said.

The statement hinted that
the Allies would awail the out-
come of these talks before
making any decision on
whether o send troops inlo
Dahuk. The Allied Forces are
now siationed only a few kilo-
meters outside the city.

"We expect the Iragi
authorities to fullill their
obligations under the relevant
UN resolution and not (o
interfere with international
reliefl activities,” the
communigque added.

it stressed that the United
Nations had what it called an

important role to ph:r. One of
the questions under discussion
between the UN and lrag is
the transfer of power in the
northern security zones from
the Allted forces o the UN



