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Dhaka Day by Day

More Than a Drop into the Ocean

Winds of change are now blowing across the
in this recent cyclone

country.
April 29. the material deva
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By Rahat Fahmida

set up by the students along with others.
They call out through microphones whole day
long. at times stressing the distressed
conditions of the affected people. or stating
what help they need most. It is touching to
see their endless work — asking people for
contribution. to collect those reliel goods and
finally to reach them 1o the affected people. As
one third year student of Dhaka University said

on the night of
station has been

r tragedy is the

ones There is

indecd a lot to cry about!

Student collecting relief materials from the general public.

It is noticeable that the

adequate
It s not just by the

organisations or Lion/Lioness or the Rotary, it
is the concern and sense of duty
college and university students. Realising the
uncertainties and the crippling eflect due to
this disaster they have selflessly extended
their hand. And this is bound to create further
awarenecss amongst the people.

this speaks of the role of
country

or a natural disaster like the

is these students who have played-a lead role.
Now, around the city . in some of the major

street corners, we see reliel

general public in
the Dhaka city are moved by this calamity.
This cyclone occurred. causing widespread
loss of lives, and property. The city dwellers
are responding to their conscience with
and awareness programmes.

. Whenever there has been a calamity.
either political (like the democratic movemen!
of last year to oust an autocratic government)
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in his relief collection centre, "Whencver we
are taking certain quantitics ol goods to the
marooned people, it is like a drop into the
ocean. But we will go on assisting even {f it is
in a small way.”

Another student said distressfully. *I
carried some reliel materials which we
collected in this centre, to a few alfected areas.
In these areas the living cannot talk. they don't
have the strength and courage — the dead are
doing the talking. It is as if they are reminding
of the destruction and endless trauma. We feel
it imperative to help them at this hour of
disiress. '

nﬂn-gnvérnmcnt

of the young

Once again
students in our

The effort by these students is undoubtedly
praiseworthy, They do not want to confine it
to just relief collection.they say. If there was
any way they could help to clear the debris. or
assist in providing the needed care lor the
already sick people of those areas, they would
pul in their best efforts.

recent cyclone. it

collection centres -

Tagore's message helped
overcome political crises'

held a discussion on the oc-
casion of the 130th birth
anniversary of poet
Rabindranath Tagore, re-
BSS.,
Presided over by Dr Sirajul
Islam Chowdhury, the dis-

cussion was participated by
Prof Md Faroque. Prol
Ahmed Kabir and Khaleq
Uzzaman llyas.

Dr. Sanjida Khatun in their pa-
per entitled "Religion of
Man" said Tagore was not
confined to time and ages
nor did he preach any spe-
cial dogma of religion. This
was reflected in his literary
works again and again.

The celebration of the anniver-
sary which was scheduled
to be held on a nation level,
has been postponed due to
the recent cyclone and tidal

surge.
According
the Celebration Committee
comprising representatives
from government and non-
government bodies has de-

Bangla Academy on Thursday

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

to an official source,

the various aspects of liter-
ary achievement of the poet.

The TV and Radio also broad-
cast programmes to make
the day.

cided to observe the an-
niversary in June.

A number of socio-cultural or-
ganisation have cancelled
programmes in view of the
natural calamity and their
involvement in relief and
rescue operation in the cy-
clone aflected areas.

National dailies have brought
out supplements depicting

IRAA award

The International Relations
Alumni Association [(IRAA).
Dhaka University has decided
to introduce the "IRAA Award”
at the University from 1991,
The decision was taken at the
first Annual General Meeting of
the Association held recently,
says a DU press release.

It may be mentioned that
the award. carrying a lump-
sum amount of Tk. 1.000 only
each and a certificate, would
be given to the student of each
class "of the International
Relations Department,
University of Dhaka who tops
the merit list each year.

Bangla Academy postponed
exhibition of documentary
film “Tagore's visits o
Russia” and musical func-
tions due to the inclement
weather,

Nazrul Institute held a discus-
sion at Nazrul Bhavan to

mark the day.

Presided over by Executive
Director of the Institute
Prof Muniruzzaman the dis-
cussion was participated by
Dr Abdul Qaiyum. Sohrab
Hussain, Sudhin Das, Khalid
Hussain, Rezauddin Stalin
and Abul Kalam Azad.

Profl Muniruzzaman said
Tagore's message uplifted
our spirit in many critical
junctures and political
crises in the past and pro-
vided us with courage to
overcome them.

The meeting observed one
minute’'s silence in memory
of those who were killed
during the cyclone.

Answer to Previous Puzzie

Polls observer
team leaves for
Kathmandu today

A B-member Election
Observer Team leaves for
Kathmandu to observe and
monitor the national pariia-
mentary polls 4n Nepal, re-
ports UNB.

During their stay, the team
comprising members of the
Citizens Election Commission
of h will call on the
Chief Election Commissioner
and Foreign Minister of Nepal.

The leam is also expected
to exchange views with other
observer groups from different
couniries and also meet with
of

AL leaders asked
to set up relief
_coordination

centres

CHITTAGONG, May 9
Awami League

the Secretary General

of the in the Jatiya
Sangsad Sheikh Hasina has di-
rected her party leaders to set
up a regional reliel coordina-
tion centre in Chit for
supervision and coordination

of reliel operation in the
areas, reports BSS.

According to an AL press
release here, central leader
Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser has
been made coordinator of the
centre.

All front organisation of
Awami e will conduct
their reliefl work under the
supervision of the regional
centre.

Sheikh Hasina has also ap-
pealed to all sections of people
to donaté generously to the re-
gional reliel coordination cen-
tre.

Chittagong, Cox's Bazar,
Bandarban, Rangamati and
Khagrachhari will be covered
by the regional relief coordina-
tion centre, the press release

said.

BB Snal

PROGRAMME
Li ot

A board meeting followed by
the first regular monthly meet-
ing for the month of May,
1991 will be held today
(Friday) at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30
p.m. respectively at Sonargaon
Hotel, says a press release.

Music Academies

A central organisation will
be set-up for the welfare and
development of all Music
Academies (Vocal, Instrum-
ental and Dance)
Bangladesh.

In this connection a meet-
ing of the representatives of all
concerned institutions will be
held at 3, pm today (Friday] at

he conference room of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Acade-

Tk.44.67 cr
outstanding
phone bill

State Minister for Post and

Irn}r_

Tele-Communications
Mohammad Shamsul Islam
told the Jatiya Sangsad

Thursday that outstanding
Telephone bill payable to the
government amounted to Taka
44.67.86,351 till June, 1990,
reports BSS.

Replying to a question from
Kazi Shamsur Rahman
(Jamaat- Satkhira), the State
Minister said various measures
were taken for realising the
outstanding dues.

He said reminder was given
to the consumers in the next
month for payment if the bill
for the concerned month re-
mained unpaid. He said steps
were taken for disconnection
of Telephone after giving final
notice if the consumers failed
to pay the bills.

He said suspended
Telephones were permanently
disconnected after 59 days and
later on Telephone inspector
requested the consumers to
pay the outstanding bills. He
said il this step failed then
measures were taken for real-
ising the outstanding bill
through court case under the
rules of Telephone Act of
1985.
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By Staff Correspemdent

stitutions against those com-
panies which have failed to set
up the industrial units for
which loans were sanctioned.
In reply to a separate ques-
tion, the Minister said that the
government borrowed a total
of Taka 643.8 crore from the
banking sector, including the
Bangladesh Bank in 1989-90.

He said that during this
period the government bor-
rowed Taka 692.3 crore from
the same period Taka 48.5
crore loan was repayed to the
scheduled banks, including the
nationalised commercial
banks., by the government.
Thus, total borrowings of the
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chief and Leader |

of %

bogs of frustration

At long last some of the is-
lands. if not all, have been
reached by surface communi-
cation one full week after the
cataclysmic elemental strike
on the eastern coastal zone.
The first contacts would per-
force be of a tentative nature, a
kind of groping and probing
before a meaningful and effec-
tive reliel bridge is set up on
the hitherto unapproachable
islands.

Reaching the beaches of
some | would not at the
moment warrant cutting on or
total cessation of helicopter
missions. For most of the is-
lands and their terrain would
continue to be as forbidding as
they were for the whole last
week.

While the surface reliefl
train is gearedup — it will take
some time to organise a con-
tinuous and s relief flow
by way of vessels of all kinds —
helicopters can be very prol-
itably used to reach the many
unnegotiable but supremely
needing spots and to prime
the islands for recetving the
reliefl men and material in a
manner maximising their ben-
efit.

Venturing inland from the

beaches of the newly reached |

' as shelters for survivors

islands and these waiting to be
opened will remain problem-
atic for some time. The situa-
tion in these islands is desper-
ate and the reality matches
nothing that we have in our
two thousand years of collec-
tive memory. The best bet in
these circumstances is the he-
licopter used judiciously and
with imagination. The Air
Force's An-32 transport
planes, flying on average six
sorties to the islands a day.
mostly reaching dry food, have
been tirelessly reaching the
only supplies so far to those

islands. The whole nation
would them a big hand in
gratitude.

Their performance has en-

couraged many to revive hope
in a milieu swamped com-

pletely by an impossible bog of
frustration ntly amount-

ing to disgust over the inepti-
tude and obvious lnapfplicutluﬂ
of the high quarters of high re-
sponsibility. And many feel
happy to come forward with
unsolicited but sincere sugges-
tion based on dependable
knowledge of the reality i the
islands and our capacfty to
cope with that.

One suggestion is to de-
velop dumps of water, food.
fuel and drugs on mainland
points opposite targets across
the channels. Measures would

RU Senate meet
tOMOITrow

Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 9 : 13th
Senate session of Rajshahi

| University to be held May 11.

at the university Senate build-

Vice Chancellor Professor

Amanullah Ahmed will inaugu- *

rate the opening session at
9.30 am. Mofizuddin Ahmed,
Treasurer of RU will place an-
nual budget of the university
during this session.

One Syndicate member
from distinguish person and
one finance committee mem-
ber from among Senate mem-
bers will also be elected in the
sessfon. Change in election
procedure of Senate members
from registered graduate will
be discussed in the session.

Obituary
Shamsur Rahman Mollah,
judicial member-cum-presi-
dent of Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal and a retired District
Judge died in city Thursday.

He was 62, reports BSS.
Mollah hailed from village
Dandamondol under Nasir-
nagar upazila of Brahmanbaria.
He was associated with a
number of socio-cultural orga-
nisations. He was Vice-
President, Comilla Zila Samity,
Advisor, Brahman-baria Zila

from banks in 8 years

government from the banking
sector stood at Taka 643.5
crore in 1989-90,

Replying to another ques-
tiori, ﬂ?eﬁlnlﬁt:r said a total
of Taka 1.135.95 crore has
been allocated by the govern-
ment for upazila development
since the fiscal year 1983-84.
A maximum of Taka 200 crore
was allocated in the fiscal bud-
gets of 1984-85, 1085-86 and

1987-88.

However, the allocation for
upazila development dropped
below Taka 100 crore in the
following fiscal year budgets.

Taka 60 crore was sanc-
tioned for upazila development
for the fiscal year 1990-91.

be taken to obviate Lhe need to
carry on the helicopters fuel

for their jou to and from
Dhaka for tnn‘:;lm them to

carry more on their plus-mi-
nus 20 shuttles per aircraft to
the spots. The slightly varying
capacities of the Soviet Mi-8,
as also the Mi-7 now being fit
ted at Chittagong. and the
American Bell-212 and 214
helicopters average out in that
case at 40 tons ol men and ma
terial ferried per aircraft — not
bad compared to the An-32's
six missions from Dhaka.

Only helicopter shuttles can
ferry people to the tll-now
impossible spots. Doctors with
medicine. men. both wunin-
formed and civilan, to develop
nuclei of reliefl organisation
and network and those ensur
ing their security would go
there first. And In good
strength. Without the heli-
copters they cannot be there
before 15 days from now. And
we cannot afford not to be

there for this long a time —
the most crucial span of tme.

This setting up of the nu-
cleus that would stay there and
Itve with the recetv -
“Ll.nd distributing airborne
relief material is very essential
te bring the situation back to
anything resembiling civilisa-
ton so that when the steady
stream of surface reliel comes
there is no rushing and stam-
pedes

The helicopters have not so
far. it seems. used their slings
and nets for carrying bulk. One
would like 10 see them use this
mode particularly for ferrying
water and voluminous things.

And the best thing the heli-
copters can do is to ferry
teams of uninformed men who
would take care of the bodies
and carcasses. A lapse in this
regard has reduced the main-
land Chittagong hit areas into
stinking pits unfit for relief
work. not to speak of staying
and Hving there
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ral cakamity.

The Acting President.
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.
Thursday visited the relief cell
at Zia International Airport,
Disaster Management Centre
at BAF Base Bashar, Tejgaon
old airport and President's re-
lief godown now placed at
Prime Minister's disposal to
sce for himself the reliefl op-
eration management at those
places.

During the visit, the Acting
President inspected the up-

keep of reliefl goods flown in
from abroad and reliefl cell at
the Zia Airport. He saw the
records of reliel materials
coming from different coun-
tries for the cyclone and tidal
surge aflected people.

Justice Shahabuddin ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
work of the reliefl cell at Zia
Airport which has been func-
tioning round the clock to
maintain details of relief cargo.

China to provide |
emergency aid

Chincse Prime Minister Li
Peng has said his country has
decided to provide emergency
aid to Bangladesh to help alle-
viate the sufferings of the cy-
clone aflected people. reports
BSS.

In a message to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.
the Chinese Prime Minister
once again expressed deecp
sympathy for the huge losses
Bangladesh suffered from the
catastrophic cyclone.

Li expressed his believe
people of Bangladesh under
the leadership of Begum Zia
and her government would
work together to fight the dis-
aster, overcome the present
difficulties and rebuild their
homeland.

The Chinese Prime
Minister said a profound

friendship exists between the
peoples of China and
Bangladesh. The Sino-

Banlgadesh friendship has con-
tinued to grow under the
meticulous care of our two
governments and peoples, he
observed.

"The Chinese government
and people and | mysell greatly
cherish the friendly relations
and cooperation between our
two countries” he said. Li ex-
pressed the hope that bilat-
cral relations between the two
countries would be further
consolidated and strengthened

=

on the basis of the five prinet-
ples of peacelul co-existcnce.

He said over the past years
high-level exchanges of visits
between China and Bangladesh
have greatly promoted the
growth of bilateral relations.

Li expressed his thanks to
Begum Zia for inviting him to
visit Bangladesh and said he
had accepted the invitation. He
said he would, however, not be
able to make the trip in near
future owing to his full sched-
ule this year.

He invited Begum Zia to
visit China this year and hoped
that her forthcoming visit
would instill fresh vitality "to
our [riendly relations”.

Relief Celrworking round the clock

Parachutes can be used

|

The Acting President went
to BAF Base Bashar and saw the
loading of reltefl goods in an
airforce carrier. He was
told that reliel goods were be-
ing air dropped in places
where there was no s ted
water and dropped by
parachutes in arcas still under

water. Justice Shahabuddin
was Informed that the
parachutes used for dropping
reliel goods could be used by
the aflected people for making
temporary shelters.

Chief of Air Stalfl Air-Vice
Marshal Mumtazuddin Ahmed
explained to the Acting
President the relief operation
being conducted by BAF.

Justice Shahabuddin also
inspected the loading of relfef
goods in helicopters at the
Tejgaon old airport. He talked
to the pilots of an Indian heli-
copters preparing for a sortie
to the a ed arcas with reliefl
maierials.

On his way back Justice
Shahabuddin visited the
President's relief godown
placed under the Prime
Minister and saw for himself
the stock position.

Cabinet Secretary Siddiqur
Rahman and the PSO to the
Supreme Commander, Brig M
S A Bhuyian. who is also in

charge of the reliel ecordina-
tion cell. accompanied the
Acting President.

HOUSETO-LET

A TWO STORIED ONE UNIT CERAMIC BRICKED
HOUSE WITH 4 BED ATTACHED BATHS, HUGE

DRAWING, SEPARATE

DINING, BIG KITCHEN,

LONG HALLWAY, SERVANT QUARTERS & BATH,
GARAGE, WITH VERY BIG LAWN ON ONE BIGHA
LAND IN GULSHAN FOR RENT FROM JUNE "91.
CONTACTS : 329121 EVENING OR 329650(ZAMAN)
601474 (ISLAM) OR AT SITE SW 6-7 RD-2 GULSHAN.

D-22

CARGO.

GENERAL AGENT:

CHITTAGONG :

JIBAN BIMA BHABAN
56. AGRABAD C A,
TEL: 500414415
501236, 504001

TLX : 66464 SEALAND B

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT

ABLE SEALAND/ MULTIPOR

'j SEALAND SERVICE INC (U.S.A)

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/SHIPPERS

MYV INFINITY V-532
ETA CHITTAGONG 3RD MAY 1991

THE ABOVE VESSEL AFTER COMPLETION OF LOADING AT SINGAPORE SAILED
FOR CHITTAGONG. SHE WAS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE ON 3RD MAY 1991. BUT
DUE TO ADVERSE SITUATION WITH THE PORT OF CHITTAGONG WHICH WAS
BADLY AFFECTED BY THE CYCLONE ON 29TH APRIL 1991, THE ABOVE VESSEL
HAS BEEN DIVERTED TO THE NEAREST PORT OF MONGLA TO DISCHARGE HER

TO CLEAR THEIR CONSIGNMENTS
IMMEDIATELY ON DISCHAGE OR WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
UNLOADING FAILURE TO WHICH WILL BE GUIDED BY CUSTOMS ACT.




