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A murder that sealed
the fate of a family :
Composite stores
on the Baldah
Zeminder family
and the Baldah
Garden in Dhaka
that has an incredible
collection of rare

Sri Lanka's local
government elections
have been reactivated

after several years,
apparently in an
attempt to persuade
donor countries that
democracy is alive

" and well in the

island state
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| form in many parts o

- 22 k]]led in SlrananJ, Habiganj

Nepal is to go 'dry’ for
the first time in her

ceedings
Cyclone victims did
not believe in Met
waming
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Dhaka Day by Day
More than a drop into
the ocean
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NEWS BRIEFS

Ctg-Chowkighata
river route opens
Chittagong-Chowkighata
river route was opened for
traffic during day time only.
Necessary steps have already
been taken to open this route
for night navigation also. ac-

cording to a press release of
BIWTA, repots BSS.

India-China meet |

begins Sunday

BEWING, May 9 : India and
+ China will hold a new round of
talks on a long-standing border
dispute beginning Sunday. the
Foreign Ministry announced. It
will be the first meeting of the
joint Sino-Indian border work-
ing group since the neighbours
agreed in February to resume
overland trade, halted after a
short but bloody war 29 yf:ars

Awami League chairman
Sheikh Hasina is expected to
visit Tokyo at the invitation of
the Japanese government,
party sources said. Japanese
embassy officials were not
available Thursday night to
confirm the invitation. Hasina
will visit Japan May 17-22. She
will meet the Japanese leaders
including Prime Minister

Toshiki Kaifu, reports UNB.

flights a day

Biman will Operate threce
~ flights a day between Dhaka
and Chittagong from today in-
stead of two flights. Biman
ights were suspended till May
4 as the Chittagong Airport
was badly damaged lollowing a
cyclone lashed the airport

in the early hours on April 30,
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250 die, thousands attacked : Water puri
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tablets, oral saline needed

Diarrhoeal discases, already
broken out in an Ipidcmtr
the cy-

clone-hit coastal belt., have so
far claimed lives of several
hundred people. Thousands of

others have been attacked with

the discases. The diarrhoea
cases, it is apprehended, may
turn into cholera and take a
heavy toll of the survivers who

| are now under the open sky

without drinking water, food
and life-saving drugs.
Relief workers on returning

to Chittagong town after visit

ing Kutubdia, Banshkhali. An

wara and Sttakunda told our
stafler that 250 people in all
those places had died of diar-
rhocal discases so [ar. Pure
water is virtually non-existent
in vast areas of the coastal belt
and the survivors are forced to
drink contaminated water for
their survival. This has re

sulted in the outbreak of gastro
intestinal diseases. Medical
teams with saline and essential
drugs could not reach inacces

Star Report

sible places till Thursday. Nat-
ural resistance of the hungry
survivors against discases has
already exhausted and they are
very much susceptible to all
sorts of communicable dis
ecases, according to medical
teams who have vistted some
of the islands.

Our correspondent from
Bhola reports : Inclement
wealther caused dislocation in
conducting relief operations In
the cyclone aflected areas of
the district. The Deputy Com-

missioner of Bhola, however,
reached some char areas with
a relief team by a motor launch
of the Forest Department
Cases of diarrhoea have been
reported from Dhalchar, Char
Bata, Char Nizam and Char
Kukrimukri. The number of af
flicted persons or any death
due to diarrhoeal discases
could not be confirmed as yet
An army medical team and a
civil medical team are now
working in these char areas.
The immediate need is the

Diarrhoea in cyclone-hit areas

supply of adequate quantity of
water pu h:tll.ndnrul
saline to the zone. Our

Bhola correspondent further
said, the eyclone had etther
completely or partially dam-
aged one and a halfl lakh
dwellings rendering over
seven lakh homeless in
those char areas. Reliefl maie-
rials so [ar sentl o the affecied
areas are inadequate.

Our correspondent from
Barisal reports : The district
administration h-d d’tlh:uhy in

sending reliel teams to the al-
fected arcas in the offshore s

lands due to inclement

weather The local authorities I

managed to send some relief
materials 1o a few aflecied ar-
eas on the day
Non-governmental organtsa-
tions (NGOs) have geared up
relief operations in 38 affected
upazilas of Chittagong. Bhola,
Noakhali, Barguna. Patuakhal
and Jhalakati districts. The

NGOs have taken up
worth Taka 45 crore P":Eh

Nor'wester lashes citz, other parts of'coungz

ALL LDST A gypsy mnther wfut.mg for her babieﬂ kllled in nor wester in Ghorashal
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CHITTAGONG. May 9: The
wheels of Major industries in
the Port City will take at least
one more month to start turn-

The April 29 cyclonic disas-
ter brought industrial opera-
tions in and around the city to
a grinding halt.

The extent of lose is so
enormous that one shivers
even to think about possibie
ways for resumption of indus-
trial operations.

Dnly some cases of loss and

“Industrial loss staggering

From Moazzem Hossain

damage in different industrial
ayeas are ciled were: Eastern
Cables lost assets including
plant. equipment, raw materi-
als, infrastructure and other
logistics valued at Taka seven
crore. Osmania Glass Factory
sustained a loss of Taka six
CFOre.

The damage to Triple
Superphosphate Complex is
even more staggering. The
amount lost is Taka 22 crore.

Chittagong Cement Clinkers
lost Taka 1.50 crore. These are

all preliminary estimates avail-
able with industrial circles.

The situation {s more or less
the same in every other unit.
The picture is more frustrating
in large public sector units,
particularly those located in
Patenga. Chittagong steel mills
has borne the brunt.

The trail of industrial devas-
tation stretches far beyond
Patenga. Karnaphuli Rayon.
Karnaphuli Paper Mills,
Bangladesh Chemical Compléx

See Page 12 Col. 5

By Staff Correspondent

At least 22 pcople were
killed and over 250 injured
when nor'wester lashed
Sirajganj. Habiganj and Dhaka
city Thursday evening.

According to Met Office,
the storm swept over Sirajganj
with a velocity of 150 to 180
kilometre hour killing 13
persons while the nor'wester
in Habiganj with a windspeed
of 130 km left at least nine
people dead. The storm in
Dhaka had a velocity of 100 to
112 km.

According to a report from
Sirajganj, the storm raged
through five upazilas —
Kazipur, Raiganj, Belkuchi,
Kamarkhand and Sadar where
13 persons were killed and
most of the kutcha houses and
crops were damaged exten-

Three people were kiljed in
Sadar upazila, seven in Kazipur
and three in Dhekuria, the re-
port said.

According to UNB, Kazipur

See Page 12 Col. 4

8 killed as
Nor'wester
lashes
Ghorasal

GHORASAL (Narsingdi). May
9 : At least eight people were
killed and 15 injured in a se-
vere storm that hit several vil-
lages of Ghorasal union of
Narsingdi district Wednesday
evening, reports UNB.

Four children of a 'Bede’
(gvpay) [amily were drowned
when a boat sank in the
Sitalakkha river during the
Nor'wester.

They were named Nargis
Begum (12), Giasuddin (10),
Uzzal (6) and Mala Khatun (3).

Jalaluddin, the ill-fated fa-
ther was seen wailing beside
his dead children wiating for
burial.

Three others killed were
identified as Abdus Samad
(29), a worker of Bangladesh
Jute Mills, Abdul Halim (26}, a
sub-contractor of Pubali Jute
Mills and Helal (23). a rick-
shawpuller.

Hell] and Halim died when a
boundary wall near Bangladesh
Jute Mills coljlapsed upon
them while they were passing

See Page 12 Col. 3

Five more
tornado
victims die
By Staff Correspondent
Five more victims of

Tuesday's tornado, that lashed
Gazipur died on Thursday
pushing the death toll to 45.
Of the five, four died at the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) while an-
other unidentified old man
died in Soydana village. -
The Deputy Commissioner

of Gazipur said, about 500
Page 12 Col. B

Storm sweeps

parliament

By Staff Correspondent
The Jatiya Sangsad have been damaged. they said.
(Parllament) on Thursday wit- The Treasury Bench main-
nessed heated exchanges be- tained that there was adequate
tween the Treasury and the preparedness. Otherwise

Opposition benches during a
general discussion on the April
29 cyclone. All other business
of the House was su

Opposition bench members
repeated their demand for the
constitution of a national relief
committee headed by the
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

Treasury Bench members
accused the opposition of do-
ing politics with natural disas-
ters and urged them to take
part in relief activities taking
the cyclone devastation as a
humanitarian problem.

The opposition complained
that relief materials were not
béing reached to affected ar-
eas. They accused the govern-
ment of fatlure to take ade-
quate preparedness measures.
Otherwise the air and naval

bases at Chittagong wmﬂ not

insses would have been much
higher. BNP members brushed
aside an allegation that the
government had associated
BNP with its reliefl activities
As a party the BNP was carry-
ing out reliel activities sepa-
rately. they said.

House was locked in a
dispute when State Minister
for Land made a remark about
opposition members, and the
opposition challenged_ his
competence to make such a
remark because he was not an
elected member. A constitu-
tional debate ensued and in
the process the House lost
about two and a halfl hours of
valuable time.

The matter was later re-
solved by expunging the re-
mark of the State Minister.
and some other remarks made

See Plge IZ Col. ?

Unity a must to face
difficulties : Khaleda

RANGAMATI, May 9 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today said people of
Bangladesh would have to live
with natural calamities which
visit the country almost every
year and face them with
courage and fortitude, reports
BSS. .
Addressing a huge gather-
ing at the Local Government
Parishad Hall, she assured the
people her rnment would
stand by them and all available
resources would be utilised for
rehabilitation of the cyclone-
affected people.

Begum Zia came here as
part of her tour of the cyclone
and tidal surge aflecied areas
of Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Chittagong Hill Tracts on the
third day today of her stay in
Chittagong. Health Minister
Kamal [bne Yusuf, Communica-
tions Minister Olf Ahmad. and

ti Local Government
Parishad Chairman- Goutam
Dewan were present.

Prime Minister said the ad-
verse situation created by the
cyclone and tidal surge would
have to be faced unitedly by
the government and the peo-
ple and mutual cooperation

indispensable for
overcoming problems and
difficulties. She said her
government had left no stone
unturned to alleviate the
sufferings of the people.

She visited a number of re-
ltef camps here and dis-
tributed relief goods including
rice, lungis, sarees and cash.

Begum Zia granted addi-
tional 50 metric tons of rice
for Rangamati and Taka five
lakh fer reconstruction of edu-
cational institutions there.

She also flew over Sandwip,
Anowara and Patiya by heli-
copter and landed at these
places to see reliel vperations
being carried on there. She
distributed rice, cash amount.
sarees, lungis and dry food
among aflected people.

She instructed the officers
and others engaged in relief
work to see that each and ev-
ery one affected received relief
goods. She asked them to fur-
ther gear up reliefl and rehabil-
itation activities so the affected
people could resume their
normal work at the shortest
possible time.

In the alternoon. Begum Zia
See Page 12 Col. 2

was

Govt relief only in

media : Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad and
President of sh Awami
League Sheikh Hasina
Thursday said her pnrtjrm had
opened a nt office at
Chittagong and started Gruel
kitchen indifferent cyclone
and tidal surge hit areas, re-

ports BSS.
about relief mea-

| sures with the representatives

of NGOs who met her in her
Conference Room in the Jatiya
. Sheikh Hasina said
the gruel kitchen launched for
feeding the distressed people
would continue tll the return
of normaley in the aflected ar-
eas, according to a party press
release.
Sheikh Hasina claimed that
she had found innumerable
See Page 12 Col. B8

Cyclones

Are the cyclones and re-
peated tornadoes manifesta-
tions of the greenhouse effect?
Scientists are not quite sure.
But the intensity of these
storms is increasing in keep-
ing with predictions related to
such effect, they say.

Scientists around the g
have predicted that global
warming due to the green-
house effect will make cy-
clones and floods more devas-

tating, and lead to a sea level
rise inundating low lying coun-
tries like Bangladesh and the
Maldives.

The April 29 cyclone has
been termed by weathermen
as the severest, recorded so

far, in terms of windspeed —
reaching upto 235 kilometres

per hour,
The tornado, the deadliest

localised storm. which is being
experienced more frequently

By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

in recent years was unknown
to this part of the world even a
dittle over two decade ago. say
experts. )

The tragedy for Bangladesh,
according te ° an
environmentalist is that it
accounts for only 0.03 per
cent of the world's total
carbon dioxide emissions
which are mainly responsible

for the global warming, but is
destined to experience its

worst possible effects.
Hamiduzzaman Khan Chow-
dhury, Director, Meteoro-
logical Department told the
correspondent that it was
difficult to say whether or not
the April 29 cyclone was an
outcome of-the global warming,
He said that records of Bay
cyclones of the last one hun-

dred years do not suggest that
thulr ney is increasing,
records show

Manifestation of greenhouse

the Bay of Bengal produced the
highest number of cyclone —
587 — in the 1960s. In the
1970s the figure fell to 48
The figure stayed between 32
and 56 a decade from 189] o
1960, he said that me
teo will be to give
a picture about the trend by
the year 2010 whln ‘a cycle
will be

Chtndhury however, dis-
closed that the average day

effect ?

ure in the cities of
m and Chittagong have in-

creased by 0 3 celsius over the
last 40 years.

About lornadoes Mir
Fakhrul Qayyum. Deputy
Director of the Meteorological
Department said that belore
the Demra tornado of |968
which killed about one thou-
sand people the word
‘ornado’ was never used (o de-

See Page 12 Col. |

Dhaka to draw
40,000 tons of
food from
SAARC reserves

has decided w0
draw 40,000 wns of fopd from
its won allocation In the
SAARC food security reserves
BSS officially leaurnt 1t in Dhaka
Thursday .

In addition o its own allo
cation, sh will also
draw substantial of
food from the allocation of
India and Pakistan from the
stock to meet the emergency
needs caused by the catas
trophic cyclones.

The SAARC food security
reserve was set up in 1987 al
the SAARC summit in
Kathmandu to meet the needs

See Page 12 Col. 2
Japan likely to
help reconstruct

| microwave tower

Star Report
Japan Is likely to help re-
construct Chittagong mi-
crowave tower which was de

'um,-dbycma.pnlznqr

official of the

A high

IJlm Embassy in Dhaka

told The Daily Star Thursday
their experts would render all
fble technica! assistance to

the microwave system of

the tower tn a working cond}-
tion under a temporary ar-

nL
r-ﬁ:.dlp-mr experts. who
were in Bangladesh for a dif

ferent project. may help local
technicians for the purpose.
The experts have alrcady vis
ited Chittagong to sec the de-

| stroyed tower through which

the Betbunia earth satelitic sta-
tion remained operalive so
long.

Japan i1s also considering
both financtal and technical
help for the reconstruction of
the microwave tower. it s reli
ably learnt. However, Japan's
decision in this regard would
be finalised after assess

See Page 12 Col. 3

Mrs Fanfani

arrives, plane
due today
with relief

President of Italian Red
Cross. Mrs Mariapia Fanfani.
arrived in Plane Thursday
morning to express her sym-
pathy with the victims ol re-
cent cyclone and tidal surge in

reports BSS.

Wife of former [talian Prime
Minister Aminfore Fanfani,
Mariapia Fanfani ts heading an
eight-member delegation and
an. ltalian TV crew.

A special flight carrying 40
tons of emergency medical

supply food and clothing from
the Italian Red Cross will ar-
rive ;
ﬂ:dl;yf arrival Mrs Fanfani a
former President of the [talian
Senate, was received by
Chairman of Bangladesh Red

See Page 12 Col. 7

3 lakh marooned,
Monu threatens

Moulvibazar

By Staff Correspondent

Over three lakh people are
marooned in six u of
Moulvibazar in the h flood
from Kailash hills of Tripura
that fnundated the places
while the town itselfl is threat-
ened by the rapidly rising
‘Monu river.

About 1200 houses have
been totally destroyed in the
Nood while 1800 have been
partly dnmpd in the six
Jadlu rops of 34,909 acres

land have gone under waler,

About -lﬂ unions of the

have been affected in
l.hc flood. The upazilas are ;
Kamalgan). DBajannagar,
Kulaura, Sadar,

j upazila is the
worst ected as the river
Dhalai is now 69 cen-

timeters nhnw wr hﬂ.
See Page 12 Col. 7

Reconstruction
of embankment
along CEPZ
ordered

The Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
ordered Wednesday for imume-

diate reconstruction of the
embankment along the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone (CEPZ) arca by
the recent r.y?:u' tidal
mh- been given

See Page 12 Col. 7



