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Protecting the human
rights of all Filipinos
has been one of the
hallmarks of the
Aguino government
for the past five
years.
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In a aity that offers
few options to those
who are not lucky
Jasim found his own
answer to survival.
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NEWS BRIEFS

About 40 per cent of the

forest resources worth about
Taka one crore were destroyed
along the coastal belts and in
offshore islands and sputhern
districts by the recent cyclone.
According to the primary re-

ports of the Forest Department
the devastation that wrought
havoc on life and property lefi
1.10 lakh acres of the region's
2.75 acres of farest arca

severcly destroyed, reports
UNB.

Emergency EC
meet on aid

BRUSSELS, May 7 : The
European Commission today
called for an emergency
meeting of European Comm-
unity Aid officials to coordinatc
efforts to help cyclone:
devastated areas of Bangladesh
and ensure supplies reach the
needy. A spokesman said the
17-strong EC executive would
ask current EC President
Luxembourg to arrange the
meeting, reports Reuter,

Embankment
threatened

HABIGANJ, May 7 : The
town protection embankment
is threatened as the river Gorai
was flowing 90 centimetre
above d r mark Tuesday
evening, oificial sources said.
Local people said the rising
water level posed a threat to
the embankment at several
points on the outskirts of the
town, including Mashajan,
Mahmudabad, East Bhadoi,
Lashkarpur, Tarugata and
Khowaimukh, reports UNB.

Dhaka to cut
. b
mission staff
The government is consid-
ering squeeze in Bangladesh
missions aboard as part of aus-
terity measures against the
backdrop of last week's devas-
tating cyclone. Highly placed
sources told UNB Tuesday
those likely to be withdrawn
would be absorbed in equiva-
lent posts in the country.
Country's missions in Berlin
and Namibia have been closed
after the April 29 eyclone. ‘
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Inclement weather hampers relief operations : Terrible stench fills offshore air
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‘Master plan for rehabilitation : PM |

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said on Tuesday
that a master plan for n:hahih—
tation of the cyclone affected
people will be mmpltted by
tomorrow.

Addressing a crowded news

conference at the International

Conference Centre in the city
she said preparation of the
master plan was delayed’ be-
cause, for the past one week
the government was more
preoccupied with saving the
lives of the survivors than col-
lecting data for the plan.

She said the April 29 cy-
clone was the severest in living
memory. Relief and rehabilita-
tion work was very difficult
due to inaccessibility to the af-
fected areas. But we are trying
our best and-have reached re-
liel materials to all affected ar-
cas by helicopters, she said.

The press conference was
also attended by foreign jour-

nalists,
Replying to a question she

said. only a small channel of

the sea port of Chittagong had
beeri eleared making it opera
tional for small vessels. "We
need assistance from friendly
countries to make the port
fully operational” she said.

Replying to another question
she saild thé civil administra-
tion and the armed forces
were working together in the
relicl ‘and rehabilitation pro-
gramme for the cyclone af-
fected people. The armed
forcés are a part of the gov-
ernment, she added.

She said the NGOs were car-
rying out relief operations in
their own. The government
had a meeting with them so
that they . could function
smoothly, 'Ours is' a people’s
government and we do not ob-
struct the functioning of

See Pag: 10 Col. 4

Masswe mternatlonal
“aid needed : Essafi

United Nations Disaster
Relicl Organisation Coordi-
nator and Special Envoy of UN
Sceretary General. Hamed
Essafi, Tuesday said
Bangladesh needed "massive
international assistance” to
cope with devastations caused

‘It is a grave situation — ev-
erything possible is being done
but international help in a big
way is stIH required”,

nt eyclone, reports

the .

UNDRO Coordinator told a
press conference as the wound
up his three-day visit.

Essall, during his stay in
Bangladesh. flew over cyclone
affected areas and visited parts
of Chittagong hit by the calas-
trophe on the night of May 29.
._He held talks on the situa-
tion with government leaders
including Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and also
with represeMatives of the

See Pag: 10 Col. 1
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Why can’t I see my s son, Ershad screams at Tribunal

Certificate of Iraqi
Envoy contradicted

By Staff Correspondent

Hearing in Ershad’'s arms
case concluded yesterday at
the Special Tribunal with the
degusitiﬁn of a court witness

a second-time statement
by the
President
Section 342.

Protocol

accused deposed
Ershad wunder

" Officer of

| Bangabhaban Abdul Jalil, pre-

sent as court witness, contra-
dicted a certificate of the Iraqi
Ambassador in Dhaka that said
the accused Ershad had visited
Iraq in 1985.

Abdul Jalil said that there
was no record of Ershad's vis-

~iting Iraq in 1985. He., how-

ever, said that Ershad had vis-
See Page 10 Col. 5
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Hasma blasts
govt for 'failing
~ to reach relief’

CHITTAGONG. May 7
Awami chiel and Leader
of Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad
Sheikh Hasina today alleged
the government had failed to
reach relief materials to cy-
clone and tidal surge affected
people of Chittagong and Cox's
Bazar, report BSS,

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Power
Development Board rest house
here this evening after visiting
some affected areas of
Chittagong and Cox's, Bazar,
she said there was lack of co-
ordination in reliefl work and
the affected people did not re-
ceive reliefl materials even six
days after the calamity. The
people have been groaning for
food, shelter, clothes and
medicine but there was nobody

See Page 10 Col. |

PM postpones
visit to
Saudi Arabia

Star Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has postponed her
visit to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
in view of the urgency of the
situation at home following the
devastation wrought by the cy-
clone. She was scheduled to go
to Saudi Arabia on May 12 and
visit Kuwait on May 14 on her
way back home.

Begum Zia's programme
included talks with Saudi King
and other leaders. She was to
perform ‘umrah’ and visit
Medina.

Country's health sector has
suffered a colessal loss due to

the devastating cyclone and -
dal surge.

According to a preliminary
estimate, losses in terms of
infrastructure, medicine and
equipmeént stood at Taka 600
crore till Monday.

Health and Family Planning
Minister Choudhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, in an exclusive in-
terview, told The Daily Star on
Tuesday that a report on the

full extent of
compiled by the ministry.

Data on enormous losses is
coming from the battered
upazilas and inaccessible ofi-
shore islands everyday. Full ex-
tent of the damage would be
availablé within a couple of
days, the Minister said.

The Minister said that
emergency medical supplies
from donor agencies and coun-
tries were arriving daily. 'IUs
our duty to serve the suffering

was h:,ing

By Shahiduzzaman Khan
humanity and we are doing our
level be:n{ he added. .
Stressing on coordinated
cflorts to streamline medical
supplies to the affected areas,
the Minister said health offi-
cials, doctors and paramedics
included, are working day and
night to serve the distressed

people.
The Minister instructed of-

ficials of the health complexes

around the battered zones to
rush to the nearest affected

areas l-l:l'.fth_ whatever medicine

and equipment they have with
them. Besides, medical teams

formed earlier are working in
the affected areas.

He said that 200 medical
teamns have so far been sent to
Chittagong, 47 to Cox's Bazar,
1086 tp Noakhali., 35 to
Laxmipur, 59 to Feni. 46 to
Bhola. 44 te 72 @
Patuakhali, 11]1 to Barisal, 87
to Bagerhat, 89 to Satkhira and
37 te Jhalakati districts.

Health sector suffers loss of Tk 600 cr

——

| Bury the dead

Star Report

Reliefl and rescue opera-
lons in vast tracts the
coastal belt could not be car-
ried out smoothly due to the
inclement weather that per-
sisted almost t t the
day on Tuesday. Rellef workers
still find it extremely difficult
o move freely in the affected
arcas because of - horrible
stench from decomposed hu-
man bodies and carcasses.

Local authorities in offshore
islands. which were hit by the
cyclone and tidal bore on April
29, the worst in recent mem-
ory, could not mobilise people
to bury the dead as yet. Unless
organised efforts are made 1o
deploy grave- rs. relief
operation is bound to suffer.
Relief workers will not ap-
proach the survivors till the
bodies of human beings and
animals aré fully disposed off
in natural process.

Air Force planes dropped
reliefl materials by parachutes
al Hatlya and Sandwip on the
day. Air Vice-Marshal
Momtazuddin Ahmed landed at
Hatiya to see for himself the
latest situation and coordinate
relief measures. He talked to
the survivers and was told that
his was the first batch to
reach there since the disaster
struck eight days ago.
Hundreds ? people thronged
the chopper as soon as the Air
Force Chief landed at Hattya.

Our senifor phatographer, A
K. M. Mohsin, who accompa-
nied the Air Chief during his
relief mission said the is-
Janders did not see the face of

ity velief worker il Tuesday>

The survivors had no food,
shelter and drinking water.
Most of them were bare-bod-
ted and found to be broken.

rehabilitation
By Staff Correspendent

will require
w rehabil-
affected peo-
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rations while
Taka 26484 million wouild be

neceasary to rebuild houses
and infrastructure in the dev-
astated arcas

Details on the losses as
stated by the Information sec-

in Dhaka on Tuesday are
as au“:

Death toll: 1.25 730

Houses damaged com
pletely: 6.42.553

Hoses damaged partially:
5.64.371.

Cattiehead
9.00.000.

Educational institutions

d‘m completely: More
than :

Educational institutions

damaged partially: 4000,

lost: Owver

lrldq and culverts
Coasta ' embankments

. washed away: 122 miles. :
Immediate requirements

'Fnr reltel and rehabilitation:

physically and morally. From Taka 23936 million.

Hatiya, the Air Chief dashed to
Sandwip. His helicopter
See Page 10 Col. 7

Long-tcrm requircments for
rehabi tatmn Taka 26484
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20 killed, 650 hurt in
tornado, nor wester

St.ar Report

At least 20 people were
killed and over 650 injured in
a tornado and a nor'wester that
hit different parts of the coun-
try Monday night and Tuesday.

According to reports reach-
ing The Daily Star office

Tuesday at least 16 people
were killed in Gazipur, three

in Mymensingh, o6ne In
Sherpur districts.
At least 16 ple were

killed and more than 350 in-

jured when a tornado ravaged
at least seven villages of

Gazipur distriel, Tuesday
evening.

More deaths are feared as
the debris could not be re-
moved due to lack of electric-
ity.

Contingents of the Fire
Service and a 100-man army
team were ¢ in rescue
operations till midnight

About 5000 houses were

in the tormado that
lasted for only twenty minutes.

A ceramic industry, a metal
industry, a madrasa and a

were totally

mosgque destroyed.
Not a single house was found
See Page 10 Col. 3

= ——

The Chittagong Port
Authority
Notification

Due to devastating cyclone and tidal bore on the
night following the 29th and early hours of the
30th Aprl, 1991, Chittagong Port suffered severe

damages to its property,

installations, sheds,

equipments, jetties and river crafts. Large numbers
of crafts and vessels were sunk in the river. Navi-
gational buoys were either sunk or displaced. Due
to this reason the Port operation was suspended
upta 4-5-1991. The Port Authority has taken
prompt action to identify and locate wrecks in the
main navigable channel. The Port is now declared
open for vessels' draft upto 7 metre during day light
hours only. Two vessels have already sailed out on

5-5-1991.

Draft restriction will be lifted after fur-

ther survey of the main channel. Concerned persons

are requested to contact Harbour Department for in-

ward and outward passage of sea-going vessels.
The Port is now operationad for handling cargo

and vessels.

DFP(BA)-3727-7/5
G-83

Secretary
Chittagong Port Authority



