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Dhaka, Friday, M:y 3, 1991

An Appeal

The Daily Star appeals to all its readers,
advertisers and patrons to contribute
generously to the Prime Minister's

Relief Fund and offer the fullest co-
operation to all relief agencies and help

the victims of the natural calamity
which has hit Bangladesh.

Helping the Cyclone
™ I .
| Banghden.tylc
n . we are haps a little more
used to disasters than othtrI:r IE.'.uP‘.5 even for us, the
devastation caused by the lone last Monday,
goes the realm of belief. Miles after miles
of human settlements turned into a continuous
field of water, thousands of villages washed away
in a flicker of moment le no trace of human
abode. It was a cruel blow to our weak and
fragile economy. However, the sorrow, the
ish and the sense of helplessnéss must now
be turned into an effective rescue operation. What
we have to do is help ourselves in setting up an
eflective relief operation.

Under the initiative of the govermment the
armed forces, para-milit forces, the private
volun tions and community self-hel
bodies, have taken the initial measures to sen
immediate help to the affected areas. But for our
reliefl operation to be effective and to be able to
reach al the needy people we will have to
organise our efforts well and co-ordinate them so
that our efforts produce the optimum impact.
The armed forces, the police, BDR, Ansar and all
such bodies are being mobilized to face the
current disaster. Political parties, with their
grassroot workers, are in a vantage position to
supply the uisite volunteers to 'man’' the relief

orts. The NGOs and other private bodies must
also i:ln their very best in helping the distressed
people.

edical teams will have to be sent to take care
of the emergency needs and also to take
preventive siteps to protect the people against
the spread of communicable diseases that occur
after widespread inundation or flood. We must
also make provision for emergency energy
supplies, especially diesel and kerosene along
m matches to make people able to cook their

The Prime Minister's appeal for international
help is an indication of the extent of e that
we have suffered. From casual observation it is
feared that almost all factories, workshops,
industrial units, government facilities — in fact

— have been washed away or rendered
unusable due to inundation. In view of colossal
loss of lives and destruction of property,

naturally hopes that the international
community will come forward with humanitarian
aid of such items as food, clothing, medical
sup , ete. It is difficult for desh to be
able to meet the emergency needs of the
number of diStressed people. It is true that
eastern , more recently the Kurds, are all
in great need of emergency relief. Yet the
consequences of- natu disaster that struck
esh is of a scale and intensity that no
country can tackle on its own. International
assistance must come forward at this critical
moment and it is our hope that the foreign
elmandthchaads-nfaidmjssuma based in
D will send corroborative reports to add to
the appeal made by the government.

But, as we have already stated in this column

that the most timely and effective relief can and

must be ourselves. We must come
forward, of us, with whatever we can ;
to help the victims. Voluntary collection of funds

(but authorised I:r_r he overnment or
0

t
authenticated b‘y vate 'organisations that
command public faith) should be organised. Used
clothes could be collected from urban areas.
Medical firms could sell essential drugs at cost
price or even give, to a limited extent, free of
charge to help those in need. Community effort
can do wonders in moments of crisis.

. We look forward to t help from the
international uunnnumtsd\;‘ But more so, we look
forward to a massive -help effort by ourselves
tt;ﬁclp our distressed countrymen in this time of

Korean Police

There is something basically — one would say.
- criminally — wrong with the police in South
Korea. It has allowed itself to be used, almost
ungru , by successive dictatorial regimes,
starting with the post-war government of
Syngman Rhee, in suppressing student protests,
usu aceful ones, with brutal force that can
seldom matched by law-enforcing agencies in
other countries.

This has happened again. On Monday, tens of
thousands of South Korean students were out on
the streets protesting the fatal beati of a
demonstrator ten days earlier. A student of Seoul
University, Kang Kyung Dae "died after the riot
policemen beat him with metal pipes during a
campus protest”, as reported quite unambiguously
by a news agency.

At a time when there is considerable
international outcry against the' excessive use of
water hose and plastic bullets by Israeli security
forces in the occupied Arab territories, the use of
metal pipes by South Korean police certainly
deserves condemnation. Prime Minister Ro Jal
Bong has apologised for the death of Mr. Kang.
However, udg:_ng by press reports, the

overnment of President Roh Tae Woo is yet to

y down new ground rules as to what his police
force should or should not do in dealing with
political demonstration.

It is part of history of South Korea that in
1987, a student died after he was hit by a tear-gas
cannister fired by the police. This triggered off
the wave of mass protests which eventually forced
President Chun Doo Hwan out of office.

President Roh is anything but Mr Chun. A
tactful man, with a strong commitment to the
rule of law and welfare of his people, he has a
reasonable ue with different sections of his
ﬂwplc. including the student community. It is

oped that he will bring an end to the current
wave of student protests through a dialogue, not
through violence. The real loser will be the
mm if the situation turns worse and if, even to
a extent, the history repeats itself.
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isolated incidents, spite
frequent ceasefire agreements

and conclustve
agreement was signed in Zaire
en March 29 between repre-
sentatives of the rebels the
Rwanda government. The
neighbouring states of Zaire,
Uganda, Burundi, and Tanzania
to establish a multi-

ral peace-keeping force.
The RPF is formed mosltly
of Rwandan refugees from
Uganda (mostly Tutsis) who
want to return to their over-
pulated homeland. They
nched their first invasion

Even before the recent
ceasefire, the war was fizzling
‘out. The rebels are estimated
to have loat between 3 .000-
5,000 men since their first big
push, when their three top
commanders, Gen

Most of their best-trained
men. who had deserted from
Uganda President Musenveni's
National Resistance :
have efther been captured or
killed. Lately the RPF has
sought support from almost

anyone who claims

Banyarwanda or Tutsi ancestry.

| talked freely to prisoners,
among them students, school-
boys, shop and other
civilans, who been forced
into the war or bribed with
lalse promises.

But the RPF campaign has
shaken the Rwanda govern-
m:ntﬂ has caused a rethink
in policy, not just concerning
the hundreds of ﬂ'nu::cndn of
refugees living abroad in neig-
bouring territories, but the po-
litical future of the country,

President Juvenal

Habyarimana was at pains to
point out in an interview that

new-style democratic, multi

economy shattered by war.

In a bold move President Habyarimana of Rwanda has signed a ceasefire with the rebels
who invaded his country from Uganda. He has invited them to come home and contest
-party elections. But he has to rebuild an impoverished

he had established a commis-
sion of national synthesis to
produce a charter on a multi-

system on September 21
m.mﬂun-tﬂ be-
fore the RPF tnwvasion plunged.

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

"Multi-party government

has been aim of

ophy since 1985." the
President told me. "Our .
ity now is a ceasefire then

an opening of political dia-
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its power to
post of Prime
will be res
day-to-day government.
new set-up will
either be referred to the pub-
lic by referendum or at elec-
tions. after new parties
had time to form themselves
and run electoral
Habyarimana explained:
“They (the RPF)
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bulk of the population is Hutu.
The rebels come from the
Tutsi minority, which once
numbered about 13 per cent of
the population but is now be-
low 10 per cent. An estimated
250,000 art now living In ex-
fle.

The rebels attacks have
made the Hutu majority more
an istic towards the Tutsi.
The war, with its wanton
killing, destruction of prop-
erty, economic dislocation,
and strictly enforced curfews
has united most Rwandans
more firmly behind their lead-
ers than ever before.

Many think  that

Habyarimana is too liberal

predomi tribal :&-
under the new charter, the
RPF will ind it difficult to run
an effective campaign in the
face of the Hutu majority

The Hutu tribe is not mono-
lithic. however. an-
other Hutu party, the
Mouvement Demecratique

s conflict with
Habyarimana government since
it banned Parmehutu-MDR in
July 1973.

Habyarimana refuses to say
publicly whether he will stand
again as a new-style President
but almost certainly he will
contest the office. He still en-

joys irldurd popular su
port and war against t
rebels has further united peo-
ple behind him.

Whoever, emerges as the
new leader will in t a na-
ton divided by tribal animos-
ity. The 1,500 mainly Tutsi
political prisoners will have to

Absurd Row on 'Islamic Bomb'

by Babar Ayaz

ELF-reliance is no dou-
S bt a sacrosanct term

and has an element of
nationalist sentimentality
attached to it

This follows the American
decision to stop financial.and
defence assistance to Pakistan.

Even those who were tradi-
tionally close allies of the
Americans in the politics of
Pakistan have criticised the
American action.

There seems to be a con-
sensus among political parties
and the establishment that
Pakistan will -not bargain on its
nuclear programme come what
may and would work hard to
build a self-reliant economy.

The Americans are consid-
ered unpredictable. They made
a horrible example out of the
late Prime Minister Z.A. Bhutto
who had vowed that "the na-
tion will eat grass but will
make a bomb". His daughter,
Pakistan's erstwhile head, de-
clared it a "Bhwitto's Bomb™ and
"Islamic Bomb” a few months

after the death of her father.
And now the new Prime
Minister, supported the en-
tire establishment, has also
claimed that he would not
compromise on a "peaceful

nuclear pmﬁru:m:n:.
The whole logic of both the

American and Pakistani gov-
ernments is absurd and has
nothing to do with the eco-
nomic development and the
material well-being of the
COmMmOon man.

The Americans, who have
stopped the aid and are now
sending mixed signals about fits
restoration, have no sincere
urge to stop nuclear prolifera-
tion. They gave the whole issue

a blind eye when Pakistan was
needed for harbouring

Afghan Mujahideens
Iranian dissidents.

Now that interest in
Afghanistan has worn off, the
Americans are reminded of the
nuclear bomb issue and have
cut off the assistance when it
was most required,

and

the -

The Pakistmani establishment
which has to butid
considerable support among
the common men on this issue
is also making contradictory
statements and sending con-
fused signals. On the one hand
they claim that the programme
is completely peaceful and

about the fact that the people
here need better education,
more health facilities and
other basic amenities than a
bomb or a nuclear mme.
Another question which was
overlooked by the paeifist and
our economist is that if we
have rally the nuclear deter-

Pakistan will eat grass but will make the

bomb?

then on the other hand they
talk about nuclear deterrent
for India.

If the programme is peace-
ful why is Pakistan so secretive
about it? And {f it is not, what's
the point in not saying it so
once and for all? .

What is ironic is that even
the small class of pacifist in
this country are afraid to talk

rent then why expenditure on
our traditional defence forces
is not being slashed. The logic
of having a nuclear weapon for
a small g country like
us is that the heavy expendi-
ture on defence be cut down,
without which we cannot move
on the path to self-reliance.
"Under the present eco-
nomic system, the burden of
self-reliance is obviously going

Y
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's mal name, signature and

J

Drought Situation

Sir, Drought situation in
a number of districts has
taken a turn towards the
worse. Due (o persisting
spell of dry weather, the
buds of seasonal fruits like
mangoes, lichis, and jack-
fruits are drying up.

Now this is indeed bad
news for all of us. A country
already stricken with
poverty, does not want a
bout of drought to add to
its already deteriorating
economy.

It is most unfortunate,
that a country like ours
which can afford to
provide four square meals
to the majority of its
populace, sho face one
or the other calamity every
other time of the vyear.
These calamities in the
form of cyclone, flood,
drought, or famine cause
immense miseries to a
large number of people and
endless sufferings to
millions. (Not to speak of
loss In terms of financial
debts).

Drought means less or
absolutely ne growth of
crops, and if such a condi-
tion does occur, it means
starvation for those who are
at the Jowest rung of our
social strata. It is always the
poor and the helpless who

! are the victims. And in a

réeason Is something

country like ours, there is
no dearth of such people.

So drought this year
means less food or maybe
no food for the poor and
thus means loss of life. Now
loss of life for whatever
which
no one desires. So have
mercy on us oh, those who
control nature ! Ponder
over cures and remedies !

Syed Momen Hugq
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Reshuffle in
administration

Sir, The reshuffle
needed to streamline the
administration and root out
corruption is yet to begin.
The changes those have
been made by the newly-
elected government were
routine transfers. Mere

palliatives cannot cure a
deep-rooted disease.

BNP is pledge-bound to
cleanse the government
machinery to usher in an
era of justice and welfare
for the people. The fair and
democratic election has

created a favourable Im-
pression among the donor
countiries and agencies,

Consequently, the donors
are showing interest in re-
habilation of Bangladesh

economy.

The Economic Relations
Division of the Ministry of
Finance is the aid manage-
ment wing. There has not
been any significant change
after the change-over from
the autocratic regime. If
the same person who
presided over alleged
squandering of aid during
the last nine years appears
before the donors repre-
senting the present gov-
ernment what will be the
impression?

Abu Zafar
Bara Maghbazar, Dhaka

Ward No. 24: major
problems

Sir, Sheikh Saheb Bazar
Road, Bisnu Charan Das
Street, Haramohan Sheel
Street and Pusparaj Shaha
Lane of Ward No. 24 of the
city of Dhaka are densely
populated, important areas.
But these are f: a host
of problems. Roads without
light and manholes without
cover among those. Many
accidents happen very
often as there are no covers
on the manholes. Specially
at night we face much of
inconvenience. Filthy fluids
from the open manholes
overflow the roads. Pungent

odour comes out and
disturbs the atmosphere.
The filth and odour on the

street sometimes even
disrupt communication,

Besides the tube lights
remain off during the night
time. Some tubes seem lo
have been stolen in the
darkness of the night.
Much has been said
regarding this before, but

the authorities concerned
failed to respond.

So, we appeal again to
the authorities concerned
to for replacing the tube-
lights already disordered
and supplying covers for
the open manholes, at their
earliest.

Md. Aamir Shamsi
127 Road,
Sheikh Saheb Bazar, Dhaka.

Shocking mistake

Sir, 'Shananda’ published
from Calcutta, is a
which the ladies of
Bangladesh love to read. We
can always find some refer-
ence, news about
Bangladesh and
Bangladeshi people in that
fortnightly, where some-
times we find spelling mis-
takes in names, of persons
or some colloquial terms.
But where Aparna Sen, the
editor herself does the
mistake of writing 'Daod’
for the word 'Dawat’ which
means 'invitation', we are
shocked!

Munira Khan
23, Green Road,
Dhaka.

Public nuisance

Sir, What has to
our civic authorities? Are
they blunt? Otherwise,
while they preach for clean
environment and a
beautified Dhaka, how can
they allow the public
nuisance in the heart of the
city? People continue (o
urinate along the sidewalk
opposite Gulistan!

Annoyu:l citizen
Dhaka

to crush the poor for they have
already no waist to tighten the
belt around. The direct impact
of the suspension of the US
economic assistance is not
very big. as the aid in pipeline
may bridge the gap. Its total
effect on the annual develop-
ment programme projects was
only around 6 per cent.

But what would be the situa-
tion like if other major donors
will start fol leader?
The whole 61 per cent of the
country's public sector devel-
opment programme is funded
by foreign assistance, much of
it coming from the Aid to
Pakistan consortfum and in-
ternational multilateral lending
agencies.

At the same time, the ad-
verse impact made by the sus-
pension of fo assistance
will further expand the coun-
try's negative balance of pay-
ments. Already its impact is

rowing short-term expensive
& xpe

Itis but one cannot
forget that Pakistan reached
this situation of indebtedness
and inequitable distribution of

resources In spite of all the
talk about self-rebance and
Islamic economie justice dur-
ing the last decade.

— Depthnews Asia
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OPINION

It was interesting to rgead
the Star report (April 21) on
the activities of the Renewable
Energy Research Centre
(RERC) of Dhaka Untvmiqf-nn:r
the tialities of using
ewpotcgr power in the rural
areas and various other fields.
Some d or illustrations
would have helped the laymen.

The whetted the ap-
petite of the readers for more
information, which were not
forthcoming in the brief re-
port. Perhaps BCSIR
(Bangladesh Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research) have also some pilot
projects on similar or allied
activities. Is the Planning
Commission also involved in
any B-year or long-term pro-
ject? Which agency is co-ordi-
nating the solar cell projects
for feasibility, mass production
or implementation? The po-
tential users would be the vari-

m:lght.mm: in for fabrication,
production. and installation

;

L

Transmission and distribu-
tion of conventional electric
power in the rural areas is
costly due to use of transmis-
sion and distribution wires
ru into thousands of
e
is
ad D

. The sendor
mﬂmﬂunmhrmd:-
vices in the Universities might
carry out fleld research In the
rural areas through attach-

%

Solar Power in Bangladesh-
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feasibility report for a of
pilot . The
duri critical monsoon




