extent

The
official toll at 2, at 8
p- m. on Wednesday. The
deaths 2,683 in Cox's

along with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia went to
assess the devastation said
their helicopter could not land
as the affected areas were still
filled with water.

Salit growers in Cox's Bazar
arca suffered enormous dam-
age as their salt was washed

Cries of
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mmumm.
cyclone caused damage
to property worth about Taka
five thousand crore iIn
Chittagong, a source said,
adding. the extent of ravage
and destruction in Cox’'s Bazar
district, Sandwip and Hatiya
was still being assessed. The
newly-constructed Karnafully
Bridge has also been damaged.

Sultan Kabir Chowdhury
MP, claimed that in Banshkhali
upazila of Chittagong district
alone thousands were killed by
the sweeping tidal surge .
Almost 80 per cent of houses
and 20 per cent of cattichead
are believed to have been
washed away.

Chi remained cut off
from outside world for several
hours as telecommunication,

road communication and

power supply were totally dis-
rupted

The microwave tower of T
and T had been razed to the
ground resulting in total dis-
ruption of telecommunication
between and out-
side. Telecommunication can-
not be restored unless the
tower is reinstalled, said an
engineer of the concerned de-

L.

Almost 90 per cent local
telephones went out of order
but 80 per cent of them were

restored by Wednesday noon.

and its tracks were blocked
here and there by fallen trees,
Railway services were, how-
ever, maintained with much

difficulty. railway sources said.

(retd) Hesamuddin Ahmed
said the rnment had
supplied 1200 metric tons of

4800 pieces of lungi,
tins and 600 cartons of biscuit,
cans of water and

rent
copters.

The Relief Secretary
that 2650 kilograms of flat-
tened rice, 847 kg of mo-
lasses, 200 tins of biscuit and
cans of water will be
to Moheshkhali this

(Thursday) morning by a fixed
wing aircraft.

He said that ten tonnes of
flattened rice and molasses
have been procured for imme-
diate airdropping in affected
areas,

:

Most of the scheduled trains
were running five to six hours
late.

According to reports re-
ceived in Chittagong. Cox's
Bazar, Kutubdia and
Moheshkhalt and part of
Chakaria upazilas were worst
affected .

According to Fishing
Trawlers Owners' Association
at Cox’'s Bazar about 1500 fish-
ing boats were missing in Bay
of Bengal along with 15,000
trawler workers.

About 50 lakh maunds of
salt were washed away while a
large number of shrimp pro-
jects were badly affec in
Chakaria, Cox's Bazar Sadar,
Moheshkhali and Teknaf
upazilas of Cox's Bazar.

Scnadia, Matarbari, Dal-
ghata, Ghatibnga. Kalar-
marchara Hoanok, Sha-plapur
were the worst affected areas
of Moheshkhali island.
bodies were recovered from
these areas till Tuesday. Fifty
bodies were recovered from
coastal areas of Chakaria.

The Saint Martin island was
under ten feet water.
Extensive damage to houses,
crops and cattleheads were
reported from there.

In Cox's Bazar Sadar upazila,
50 bodies were recovered till
Tuesday. Pokkhali Union
Parishad chairman Nurul Huq
was among those killed.

Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner M. A. Bari said
about 100 bodies were buried
by the Chittagong City
Corporation and other volun-
tary organisations till Wedn-

esday momning .

Urgent aid
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in the coastal districts of
Chittagong, Noakhali, Feni,
Lakkhipur, Bhola, Patuakhali,

Bagerhat, Khuilna, pur,
Satkhira, Borguna, and
Chandpur.

Earlier on the US
Ambassador presented the

Health and Family Welfare
Ministry with nearly three
metric tons of medical and
surgical supplies for use iIn
emergency treatment of cy-
clone victims.

The 26,000 US dollars hu-
manitarian is an imme-
diate res to help alleviate
the sufferings of the people in
the affected arcas.

Canada

Meanwhile, the Canadian
International Development

ncy (CIDA), throu the
o ian Red Cross, wf]]h con-
tribute 150,000 Canadian dol-
lars as emergency relief for
victims of the cyclone which

hit esh on April 29, a
pm?:ﬁe said.

The Canadian assistance re-
sponds to an emergency ap-

peal from the of Red
Cross and Red Crescent

Foreign envoys
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The group saw the devasta-
tions along the Meghna river
and its estuaries during the
two-hour view of the affected

areas.

The group had a brief
stopover in Chittagong, where
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed briefed them about the
conditions of the cyclone-hit
areas.

Earlier, the Foreign
Minister also briefed the en-

in Dhaka on different
of the trail of devasta-

tions left by the cyclone and

the measures the government

had taken to cope with the sit-
uation.

The heads of missions felt
that the were colossal
and they would wait for a re-

port from Bangladesh m-
ment on the situation.
Additional Foreign

Secretary Reaz Rahman who
also accompanied the group
said, the group of heads of
missions comprised Chen
Songlu of China, May J
Maldaker of . William
B Milam of the United States,
Henricus Gajentaon of the
Netherlands, Toshio Saiki of
Japan, Charles Henry
Lasrimont of the UNDP and
Ehrlltohher R Willoughby of
the World Bank.

Editor : 8. M. Al
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.NO MOORINGS: Empty sampans drifting in the sea near Anwara (in th: foreground) badly battered by the cyclone

Monday.
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Cyclone leaves 40,000 dead
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Many inaccessible parts could
not be contacted so (ar.
Telecommunication could not
be restored.

The control room sources
said the extent of damage in
Cox's Bazar, Sandwip and
Hattya is still being assessed.

Sultan Habib Chowdhury,
MP, claimed that thousands of

ople were killéd in
anshikhali upazila of
Chit district alone.

Eighty per cent of the
dwellings and 20 per cent cat-
tieheads were washed away.

He said Sandwip Island is
still under seven to 10 feet of
water as a result of the tidal
surge. Sixty to 70 per cent
houses and all standing crops
were damaged.

Reports from offshore is-
lands of Urir Char and Hatiya
are still awaited. Death of 270
people was reported from
Sitakunda where 50 per cent
of the dwellings were blown

Power supply to more bat-
tered areas of Chittagong and

southern districts was re-

stored. Chittagong Medical
College, Radio and
the railway station started re-

cetving power supply, accord-

ing to a latest report.
tness accounts said

the roads blocked fallen
trees and other rubble ham-
pered the repair work. About
217 electric towers and poles
were either broken or dam-
aged in and around Chittagong
dtyPﬂnclpa] MM Nazrul Islam,
MP, reported from Bhola that
ltves of 10,000 people would
be at stake if relief materials
were not despatched to the
affected areas in time.

He said the marooned peo-
ple were ltving under the open
sky and nearly 100 of them
were attacked with diarrhoea.
He sald innumerable cattle-
heads were lost and nearly 70
per cent dwellings were de-
stroyed. Communications with
Naldubirchar has been
snapped and fate of 300 peo-
ple there was unknown.

Cox's Bazar control room
told The Daily Star that several
thousand people were missing

in the district.

In Hatfya, 86 to 90 per cent
people were rendered home-
less. Crops worth Taka 25
crore at Charfesson were dam-

aged

Army, BDR and Naval forces
have been deployed in the af-
fected areas for conducting
emergency relief operations.

Communications Minister
Olf Ahmed is conducting the
reliefl operations in Chittagong,

The embankments along
the Sandwip islands were hit
by the terrible rush of water
and subsequently damaged.
Thousands of cattleheads were
washed away into the sea. The

exact figures are not, however,
available.

Volunteers working in the
ravaged areas, however, fear
thousands of dead may still
have been untraced in wrecks
and inaccessible areas. UNO,
Sandwip has appealed for
more relief supplies and res-
cuers. There is urgent need of
food, medicine and volunteers
for the demolished areas, he
said.

Cambodia steps to |
truce in 12 years

PHNOM PENH, May 1.
Cambodia’'s warring parties
laid down their arms today for
the first time in 12 years of
fighting as a temporary cease-
fire came into effect, reports
AFP,

The ceasefire coincided
with the May Day holiday, and
all government offices and for-
cign embassies were closed.

The ernment here has
expressed guarded optimism
about the chances of the unsu-
pervised temporary ceasefire
hlatlnﬁ for any length of time.

Kek Galabru, daughter of a
minister and head of Phnom
Penh's Information Office in
Paris, said: "a ceasefire is the
first step, the second step is
that they will make a perma-
nent ceasefire.”

With offices closed, there
were no immediate reports
from the battlefront on how
the truce was holding up but
one Cambodian official said,
"I'm sure that along the border
it will be quiet ... but inside the
country they cannot avoid
skirmishes."”

Several officials have said
they fear the China-backed
Khmer Rouge will violate the
truce despite agreeing to
honour the ceasefire along
with its two non-communists
partners and the Phnom Penh
government.

Vietnamese forces ousted
the Khmer Rouge from power
in January 1979 after almost

four years of brutal rule.

He Khmer Rouge has been
fighting the government ever
since at the head of the resis-
tance.

The call for a ceasefire
came last week from UN
Secretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar as well as Indonesia
and France, which co-chair
and international conference
on Cambodia.

They want the ceasefire to
be honoured at least until the
four sides have convened a
meeting of their Supreme
National Council [SNC).

The body, which groups six
Phnom Penh members with
six representatives from the
three Resistance parties, is
expected to meet in Jakarta
later this month.

It will represent Cambodian
sovereignty once a compre-

hensive settlement is reached
and be dismantled when the
United Nations holds free and
fair elections.

BNP relief
bedy formed

esh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has formed a central re-
lief committee with Mirza
Golam Hafiz and NI Khan as its
Convenor and Secretary re-
spectively for smooth conduct-
ing of reliel operations in cy-
clone affected areas, reports

Two killed in
road mishaps

Two people were killed in
two road accidents in the city
Wednesday, police said, re-
ports UNB.

Samar Ali, a 50-year-old
man, was knocked down by a
speeding truck on Biswa Road
near Khilgaon rail crossing at 6
am, injuring him serfously. He
died soon after admission to

Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.
Subujbag police seized the

truck, while the driver fled the
scene after the mishap.

In another incident, an
unidentified girl, aged 25, died
on the spot when a speeding
mini-bus ran over her while
crossing the road near
Maghbazar rail crossing at 2
pm. 5

The driver of the mipi-bus
sped away along with the ve-
hicle soon after the accident.

Ramna police sent the body
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital morgue for post-
mortem.

Venkataraman,
Shekhar shocked

The Indian President, R
Venkataraman and Prime
Minister Chandra Shekhar
Wednesday expressed his pro-
found sorrow at the terrible
sufferings caused by the seri-

ous cyclonic storm i{n
Bangladesh last Monday, re-
ports BSS.

Gunfight on
DU campus

Two rival student groups
fought a brief gunbattle on the

Dhaka University campus yes-
terday evening, creating panic
among students and passers-
by, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the armed
clash occurred in the TSC area
between activists belonging to

ro~JSD (Inu), Chhatra League
N-8) and pro-Awami League
Ch}ﬁm League (A-A).
¢ incident was a -
ently a uvel to mn}mnlm:nrg
of a BCL (A-A) worker on the
campus in the morning.

An altercation over the is-
sue turned Into a gunbattle
with both groups using
firearms.

At least six gunshots were
fired. None, however, was hurt

The TSC area was, as usual,
full of students when the clash
took place.

A large number of police
was posted nearby, but they
didn’t intervene.

PM’s relief
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It was also decided in the
meeting to the charge of
overall supervision of relief and
rehabilitation activities to
some ministers and state min-
isters in their respective areas.

The ministers and state
ministers who have been given
the responsibilities are State
Minister for Environment and
Forest Abdullah al-Noman for
Cox's Bazar, Communications
Minister OH Ahmed for
Chittagong. Commerce
Minister Keramat All for
Jhalakathi and Patuakhali,
Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf for Pirojpur
and Borguna, State Minister
for Textiles MA Mannan for
Noakhalli and State Minister
for Education Principal Md
Yunus Khan for Bhola.

The meeting also decided
to give an additional amount of
Taka 10 lakh to the
Commissioner, Chittagong
Division for relief and rehabili-
tation work in his division.

Ministers, Chiefs of the
Three Services, Secretaries,
PSO, and the concerned offi-
cials were present in the
meeting.

759 medical
teams working

A total of 759 medical
teams have been working
round the clock in 11 storm-
hit districts in southern

h. An emergency re-
view meeting of the Health
Ministry held in Dhaka
Wednesday informed that 85
more medical teams were
formed from the nearby dis-
trict for deployment in the af-

| fected areas, reports BSS.

—
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dead in the island.
The seven unions of the

| Cox's Bazar sadar have been

worst affected. Eight shelter
camps have been established
in the areas where seven thou-
sand people took refuge. Seven
reliel teams have been formed

| ih Cox's Bazar.

The meeting pointed out
that a large number of people
could be brought to the shelter
camps because of the extensive
mike announcement by the lo-
cal administration.

The Prime Minister was in-
formed that 95 per cent
kutcha houses and 75 per cent
semi-pucca houses were dam-

in Cox's Bazar. The cy-

ne also damaged roads ex-
tensively in the area.

Zia was told that 50

r cent of fishing boats and
ﬁetnuvmlpmd boats were

. The speed boats

| could not therefore be used for

transport of reliefl materials.

The rescue teams of Navy

PABX-246023-4. GPO Box No. 3257 GRAM: DAILY STAR, DHAKA. | could help in expediting the

distribution of relief materials
through their sea truck and
launch.

Medicine, dry food, water
purifying tablets, tubewells,
bleaching powder, building
materials and shrouds were
needed on emergency basis in
the areas. A list has been given
to the Health Minister and the
State Minister for Relief and
Rehabilitation in this regard.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Health
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, State Minister for
Relief and Rehabilitation Lutfar
Rahman Khan, State Minister
for Environment and Forest
Abdullah al-Noman, MPs and
high officials of the local ad-
ministration. '

The Prime Minister later,
visited the three affected
places in Cox’s Bazar.

The Prime Minister dis- -

tributed cash, medicine, cloths
and water purifying tablets
among the affected people.
She also handed over sarees,
lungees, dry food and

medicine to the local relief
committees.

The Prime Minister was in-
formed that more dry food and
rice were needed in the areas
on an emergency basis. So far,
three lakh tons of rice had
been distributed ¥ Chakoria

The Control Room in Bhola
said that there were 58 deaths
in the district while it regis-
tered about one thousand in-

The cyclone left 50 per
cent of the kutcha houses, 30
per cent of the tin houses
completely damaged. About 40
per cent of crops were dam-
aged. 20 per cent of trees fell
in the cyclone. 50 per cent
educational institutions were
badly damaged. Damages to-
talled around 50 crore Taka.

The control Room said 150
tons of rice. 148 tons of wheat,
102 tins of biscuits and oral
saline have been distributed
among the victims.

Feni Control Room said that
four persons were killed in the
cyclone and about 2500 houses

‘damaged. During the relief op-

erations about 3400 lungis
and saris, 103 tins of biscuits
and 53 maunds of rice were
distributed. A few telephone
lines could be restored and 70
per: cent of electricity lines
have been connected.

Chandpur Control Room
said there were no deaths in
the district. About 341 houses
were completely damaged
while 9567 others were partly
damaged. About 36 educational
institutions were completely

R
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humillated dictator who awarded himselfl a medal for

“shedding rivers of blood™ of his own people. reports Rewter

Club witnessed several gather-

ings of workers almost
throughout the day. one group
making room for others to
hold rally.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia addressing a dis-
cussion meeting on May Day
said her government would
take necessary measures to
remove all laws contrary to the
interests of workers. She as-
sured workers her government
would sympathetically review
just demands of labourers and
find out realistic solutions o
their demands.

Leader of the
the Jatiya
(Parliament) and chiefl of
Bangladesh Awami League
Shetkh Hasina addressed a
May Day rally at Adamjeenagar.
where she said her party to-
gether with other parties in
the parliament would work to
uphold the rights of workers.
Awami leaders inchud -
ing Tofael Ahmed also ad-
dressed the rally.

The day was a public holi-

tion in
Sangsad

esh Television and
Radio h put up spe-
cial pr?ﬂmmt on the signifi-
cance of May Day and national

dailtes brought out special
supplements.

Bangladesh-China Friend-
ship Association held a
discussion meeting at the
Public Library auditorfum in
observance of the May Day.
Presided over by Mrs. Sarwari
Rahman, MP, the meeting was
also addressed by Minister for
Law and Justice Mirza Golam
Hafiz, State Minister for
Energy and Mineral Resources
Dr. Khandaker Mosharral
Hossain, State Minister for
Labour and Manpower Rafiqul
Islam, State Minister for
Information Nurul Huda.

Mirza Hafiz said the present
government would be always
with the workers to establish
their rights. He thanked the
working class for their glorious

role in the anti-autocracy
movement.
The Dhaka Mo Dak

Karmachari Kalyan Samity held
a meeting at the GPO in obser-
vance of the Day.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy arranged a discussion

meeting and cultural pro-

Rail service
normal

Train services thmumt
the country, including D -
Sylhet and Dhaka-Noakhali,
remained normal despite
Monday night's cyclone, a

esh Railway press re-
lease said Wednesday, reports
BSS.

Hasina
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The meeting was also ad-
dressed by Awami League lead-
ers Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
MP, Momtaz Hossain and
Sramik League leaders
Habibur Rahman Siraj, Habibur
Rahman Molla, Momtaz
Hossain, Abdul Matin and
Joinul Abedin, Reazuddin
Ahmed Renu presided.

Referring to country's t-
ical scenario, H“I?:md her
party was pledge- to in-
troduce parliamentary system
of government replacing the
presidential form for consoli-
dating democracy.

She sought support from
a con-

laration by any quarters would

be co :rejulnltlun;]
she wamed.

The leader said a

torfum.
Director

in his address. the
Ceneral of the

Workers Union held a discus-

ston at Bus
Terminal where speakers
ted

ing people.

Wrisht] Shilpt Goshthi or-
ganised a discussion meeting
in front of the Press Club. It
was followed by a cultural
function.

Bangladesh Federal Union
of Jourpalists, Dhaka Union of
Journalists and Jatiya Press
Club jointly organised a dis-
cussion meeting. The leaders
criticised newspaper manage-

working

ments for harassing
journalists. They threatened to

go for a movement {f existing
problems in the industry were
not resolved by the owners.

Bangabandhu Shilpt Gosti
held a discussion meeting at
its office. Presided over
freedom fighter Al :
the meeting tributes to
those who down their lives
in Chicago in 1886 to establish
an eight-hour working period
for the workers.

Jatiya Sramik Party, the
labour wing of Jatiya Party,
held a discussion meeting at
its office with Omar Farooq
Khosru in the chair.

h Islami Chhatra
Sena at a on
the occasion said Islam had
first raised the demand for ful-
fillment of the rights of labour-
ers. Presided over by the cen-
tral President S. U. M Abdus
Samad the meeting was also
addressed Abul Basar
Bhuyan, Munshi Gias Uddin.
Mosaheb Uddin Bakhtiar.

SSC exams
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and Jessore boards, have been
postponed as many examina-
tion centres under these two
boards have under water.
Meanwhile, Education
Ministry source said, that
parations have been taken

to hold SSC examination in a
peaceful 3
BSS adds: Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, in a mes-
of felicitations to the can-
didates, advised them to re-
frain from all sorts of malprac-
tices in the examinations to
establish an ideal which would
be an example to the :
A total of 2,62,669 i-

1.13,116 candidates will
ear from 13] ecentres

pear as regulars and 13,783
as private candidates.

A total of 1,30,013 students
of the regular candidates will
sit for examinations from the

<

Soctal Science p while the
rest 1,18 873 l‘.lup-ll
science group.

th candidates,

are female.

A total of 28,889 students
arc ap from different
centres of Dhaka city. Of them
15,636 are male and 13 363
are female.

Measures in Rajshahi
UNB reports . A coordi-
nation meeting ensuring

smooth conduct of the SS8C

{



