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UK restores phone link with Kuwait:

British Telecommunications (BT) on Tuesday became the first

to restore direct international

telephone compan
Kuwait, BT said, reports AFP from

communications
London.
The announcement was made two months after allied

troops freed the Gull Emirate and nine months after Iraq
from which calls
BT opened a ground station in Kuwait city
go directly to Britain. A limited service was also offered for
communications with other countries via Britain.
We are delighted to be the first company to reconnect
Kuwait with the rest of the world, Mike Read, BT director of
international networks, said.

The new telephone link will help British companies do
business in the rate, he added.
Kurdish team to meet Saddam:
Kurdish re tatives will return to for more talks
with Iragi on regional autonomy, the [ragi Kurdistan
Front sald on , reports Reuter from London.

Tuesday
The front, an umbrella group of the main Kurdish parties

see autonomy in northern iraq, said in a statement
Kurdish delegates would present proposals to the Iragi gov-
ernment. \

it did not say when the Kurdish delegation would return to
Baghdad or whether it would be led by Jalal Talabani, the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) leader who met Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein in Baghdad earlier this month.

Saddam and Talabani in principle to end their
decades-old conflict after the talks. A pact, yet to be signed,
would give greater autonomy to Kurdistan, whose short-lived
rebellion after the Gulf War was crushed by the Iragi army,

China hel build N-plant.

Algeria ged that China was h:lplrg it build
a nuclear reactor but said it was of an "exclusively peaceful
nature,” the Algerian news agency APS reported, says AFP
from Algiers:

Algeria was prepared to admit international inspectors to
examine the reactor. a 15 megawatt model which was to run
on low enriched uranfum. APS said.

The reactor programme was to provide the country with
civilan nuclear technology "with the sole aim of mastering
the application of nuclear energy in the framework of devel-
opment,” according to the agency.

The London Sunday Times reported in its latest edition
_that the reactor was a 40 megawatt model which could pro-
Wuce eight kilograms (17 pounds) of plutonium per year,
permitting Algeria to manufacture one nuclear weapon per
year after 1998,

Lesotho strongman ousted in

The military leader of the southern African kingdom of
Lesotho, Major-General Justin Lekhanya, was ousted in an
army coup Tuesday but there was no word on who would
replace him, Reuter from Lesotho.

Lekhanya, 53. announced his resignation with a quavering
voice in a mo statement on radio Lesotho, which shortly
before reported he was under arrest.

He said he had quit because of popular criticism of his rule
and of the ruling six-man military council he headed.

By late afternoon the nation of 1.6 million people encircled
by South Africa was stfll in the dark over who had taken

power.

Soviet Defence Minister to visit China:
Soviet Defence Minister Dmitry Yazov will pay an official visit
to China at the beginning of this month, Tass news agency
said onr Tuesday, reports Reuter from Moscow.

Marshal Yazov will go 1o China at the invitation of his
Chinese counterpart. Colonel-General Qin Jiwei, the official
Soviet agency said. [t gave no other details.

China and the Soviet Unfon on Monday reached ment
on truop cuts on part of their border, one of the most sensi-
tve issues in Sino-Soviet relations.

Tibetan to get $ 5 lakh US aid:
The United States plans to extend 500,000 dollars in

humanitarian aid o Tibetan refugees in India and Nepal, a
stale department official said Tuesday. reports AFP from
Washington

Last week President George Bush granted authority to the
slate 1 to disburse the funds.

The official. who asked not 10 be named, said 400,000 dol-
lars would be channelled through the Tibet fund — a non-
profit. New York based organization providing support for
Tbetan exiles — w fund aid programmes for Tibetan exiles
in India

She added that another 100,000 dollars would
United Nations high commissioner for ref
programmes for Tibetan exiles in Nepal.

Iraq still possesses

enough uranium
to make N-bomb

#o to the
to finance

NEW YORK., May | : Irag
stlll has encugh weapons grade
wranium © make one nuclear
bomb despite intensive bomb -
ing during the Gull War. the
New York Times said today.
reports Reuter

Citing US government offi-
cials and scientists, the news-
paper said lraq had sent a let-

based
Energy Agency

International Atomic
(IAEA] on

rubble of bombed reactors.
iraq said there was no evi-
dence of damage 10 the fuel

opinion poll taker is expecting
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US opposes lifting of sanctions on Iraq

All destroyed to be rebuilt

10 ’
BAGHDAD., May 1 :
Eve destroyed in [raq,

will be rebuilt "10 times big-
ger". President Saddam
Hussein vowed Tuesday amid
reports that the authorities
were also secking to revive
tourism, reports, AFP.

There is enough faith, de-
termination and competence
today in Iraq to rebuild what
the wicked have destroyed,
and 10 times bigger, the offi-
cial Iragi News Agency (INA)
quoted him as saying.

He was reportedly speaking
to city officials in Ramadf,
Western :

In a separate dispatch INA
said Iraqi travel agents and
tourism officlals based in Iraq
and 35 other countries will
meet in Jordan on May 20 to
study ways of reviving the
tourist trade.

INA, quoting the Director of
the national carrier Iraqi

Airways, said the meeting
would also be attended by rep-

11m

resentatives from the
International Aviation and
Transport Associatidn (IATA).

The pro-government Al-
Jumhariya newspaper earlier
accused Syria and Iran of re-
sponsibility for the destruction
of Iraq during the Gulf war and
the subsequent Kurdish and
Shi'ite rebellions.

The Iranian and Syrian
regimes helped the saboteurs
who massacred the Iragis, Al-

said.

It also denounced a visit
over the weekend by Iranian
resident Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani to Damascus to dis-
cuss post-Gulf war security
with his Syrian counterpart
Hafez Al-Assad.

A New York report says:
The UN Security Council
Committee on Sanctions met
Tuesday but failed to act on
Baghdad's request to lift the
trade embargo imposed on it
following Iraq's invasion of
KuwaiL

In Washington, the White
House reiterated its opposition
to lifting the sanctions too
quickly, expressing skepticism
about the motives of Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein.

Iraq has asked the
Committee to consider two
requests : the first would allow
Baghdad to sell one billion
dollars worth of oil to finance
food purchases: the second
would release one billion dol-
lars in frozen Iraqi assets held
in western countries,

The committee has asked
Iraq for additional information
concerning the oil sale, but
diplomatic sources said
Baghdad had not yet complied
with the request.

The Sanctions Committee
discussed the first Iragi re-
quest Tuesday but has not be-
gun debating the question of
assets.

The Committee's President,
Austrian Ambassador Peper
Hohenfellner, said another

es bigger: Saddam

meeting was scheduled for
Friday and both demands
be discussed.

In Washington, the US ad-
ministration reiterated
its opposition to
Baghdad's request.

"We don't have a lot of eon-
fidence in Saddam Hussein,
the way he's going to spend
the money We would ap-
proach unfreezing assets or
selling the oil in our discus-
sions with the Sanctions
Committee from that same
perspective,” said White House

spokesman Marlin Fitzwater.

He said Wash n wanted
more details on what Iraq
wants to do with the funds to
be earned from the oil exports
and with the frozen assets.

Monday, President George
Bush said he opposed let
Iraq sell oil as ll:mg as it
not fully complied with the UN
-set conditions for endirlg the
war and dealt with the prob-
lem of Kurdish refugees

70m cubic metre gas goes up to atmosphere a day

Kuwaiti oil fires to cause

rise in Asian temperature

GENEVA, May 1: The 500 oil
wells ablaze in Kuwait are
spewing forth as many
micro-particles into the
atmosphere as all the
automobiles in the world, a
World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) official
said here Tuesday, reports
AFP.

Ruman Bojkov, who heads the
Environment rtment of
the United Nations Agency,
said the oil fires set during
the Gulf war were
producing as much sulphur
dioxide as Britain, France
and Germany emit together.

In all, some 70 million cubic
meires (2.4 billion cubic
feet) of gas was being sent
up into the atmosphere
every day, Mr. Bojkov said.

ng at a meeting which

convened here on Saturday
to discuss the effects of the
crisis, Mr. Bojkov said that
despite the massive
amounts of pollution
created by the fires, they
were unlikely to have more
than a negligible effect on
world temperatures and
precipitation.

But if global effects were
negligible, local climatic
changes were expected, he
said.

Average monthly temperatures
in an area stretching several
hundred kilometres (miles)
around the fires were likely
to fall by between three and
four degrees Centigrade (six
and eight Fahrenheit) be-
cause of the clouds of
smoke blotting out the sun,
he said.

Furthermore, the spreading of
fine particles into the
northern hemisphere was
likely to bring a slight tem-
perature increase across
parts of Asia, particularly
Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
China and the northern
Himalayas, while in other
regions sooty fall-out was
likely to make snows melt
earlier than normal.

David Mage., a World Health
Organization (WHO)
chemist who was recently
in Kuwait , said the ofl fires
were producing “a chemical
mix that nobody has seen
before.” Efforts were
underway to analyse the
substance, he said.

A  Kuwaiti expert, Manaf
Behbehani, said that
monitoring of the disaster
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Opinion poll predicts outcome

Congress to win 195 seats
out of 545 in parliament

NEW DELHI, May 1: Interv-
tlewers fanned out across India

Tuesday in what opinion
polisters said would be their
toughest challenge —

predicting the outcome of next
month's general elections, re-
ports Reuter.

In November 1989, when
the world's biggest democracy
handed Rajiv Gandhi's long-
reigning Congress Party a
stunning defeat, opinion polls
were astonishingly accurate

Prannoy Roy, one of India's
most experienced practition-
ers, ran an exit poll predicting
Congress would win 195 scats,
well short of a majority in the
545-scat parliament.

After two minority govern
ments, waves of caste and
Hindu-Muslim vioclence in
which hundreds died and a

major economic crisis, no

the same degree of accuracy
for the elections set for May

for publication because it's a
real challenge for the opinion
polister,” said Ranjit Chib, one
of India's main pollsters.

Last time we were within

one per cent of the final fig-
ures, which i{s nothing in a
country of this size and com-
plexity, Chib said. This time, tf
I'm within 10 per cent, I'll be
happy.
The violence and political
turmoil that disrupted ordi-
nary life for weeks at a time
last year have left many of
India’s 521 million voters dis-
gruntled.

They are fed up with the

litical games played over the

t 18 months, with alliances
coming together and falli
apart, parties splitting an
politicians defecting from one
to another,

Who cares who wins. What
difference does it make, js a
common refrain in newspaper
interviews with voters.

Polls taken so far. mostly

torate have not made up their
minds, polisters said.

That should be starting to
change. Nominations have
been filed and Monday was the
last day for withdrawals.

As voters learn what their
final choices are, the opinion
poll interviewers can begin se-
rious work.

This time the political cli-
mate is different — last time
there was a palpable feeling
that people were tired of
Congress after 12 years of un-
broken power. So are the line-
ups.

in 1989, Congress retired
to the opposition benches for
only the second time since
India became independent of
Britain in 1947, largely be-
cause the opposition shared
out the seats to unite the anti-
Congress vote. Not this time.

The parties are at such
odds that even nominal allies

had been made more
difficult by the fact that the
[ragi troops who set the
wells on had also de-
stroyed many of the instru-
ments needed to measure
effects.

Mr. Behbehani said that there
was no immediate danger
for the Kuwaiti population,
although he admitted that
initial medical
examinations of people
affected by the smoke had
been rudimentary.

He added that some 57 oil
fires had been extinguished
to date, The firefighters had
not only to put out the fires
but also to choke off the oil,
which would otherwise
cause major pollution on
the ground, he said. :

Current projections call for
around 50 wells to be

capped every month, he
said.

Oil spill kills
20,000 birds

DHAHRAN (Saudi Arabia),
May 1 : The oil spill left by the
Gulf War with Iraq has killed
more than 20,000 birds and
seriously harmed 500 kilome-
ters (300 miles) of coastline
in northeast Saudi Arabia, a
Saudi official said Tuesday, re-
ports AFP.

While between 20,000 to
30,000 birds, mainly cor-
morants, have died, other Gulf
wildlife like sea turtles have so
far emerged relatively un-
scathed, a spokesman for
Saudi Arabia's environmental
protection said.

“The islands where they live
and reproduce have not suf-
fered a direct blow,” the
spokesman said.

Four hundred people are
working full time at sea and on
land to clean up the spills, ac-
cording to the agency which is
supervising anti-pollution ef-
forts from the eastern port of
Dhahran.

Allied forces said Iraqi

troops had leaked massive

quantities of oil into the
northern Gulf from Kuwaiti
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What's in a name?

PARIS: More than

eight out of 10 French people cannot

spell the name of their President Francois Mitterrand, even

after almost 10 years in office,

poll. reports Reuter.
The survey,
carried out by the
BVA Institute for
Paris Match
ne,
showed 84 per
cent of the more
than 1,000 peo-
ple questioned
gave an incorrect
answer when
asked to spell
Mitterrand's
name.
The per cent
got the answer §

S

according to a new opinion

right and six per cent did not know the poll added.

Only 12 per cent knew Mitterrand was 74 years old, 65
per cent knew he was a Roman Catholic and 45 per cent of
those questioned did not know his wife was called Danielle,

the poll showed

Nobels now real

money-spinners !

STOCKHOLM : This year's Nobel prize winners will be-

come instant dollar millionaires, ‘reports Reuter.
The Nobel Foundation said on Monday it had raised the

1991 awards in each of six categories by 50 per cent to six
million Swedish crowns. roughly a million dollars.

When the prizes were first given in 1901 under a
by Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel, they carried an award
of 150,000 crowns, worth 5.5 million crowns in today's

money.

The real value had sunk two-thirds by
policies, the Foundation said.

tive investment

1953 due to restric-

"In the jubilee year of 1991 the value of the Nobel prize
has thus been restored by a comfortable margin,” it said, at-

tributing

the increase to successful investments.

Nobel prizes are awarded for achievements in physies,

chemistry

, medicine, Hterature, economics and peace and are

traditionally announced in October.

Joint winners share the

money.
The foundation said it had sold a substantial number of
shares in the first half of 1990, before a sharp decline in
stock markets and beat a collapse in Swedish property prices
when it sold the last of its stake in a real estate firm.
The foundation's operating profits were 96.3 million

crowns in 1990, up almost 16 per

cent on the year, and capi-

tal gains were 294 million. Nobel said the market value of its
investments nevertheless fell 11 per cent to 1.5 billion

US bid to kill
Noriega alleged

CIoOwms.

MIAMI(Florida) : Manuel Noriega's Defence Attorney

s said

on Tuesday the ousted Panamanian dictator could prove that
US agencies attempted to kill him but did not say when or
where the alleged plots occurred, reports Reuter.

The A said

imprisoned on drugs charges

in the United States since January 1990 could prove that US
agencies tried to kill him and the late Panamanian leader

Omar T

attempts
Us
did not elaborate.

but did not make public any evidence.
"Gen Noriega has documents detailing ....
against himself and Mr Torrijos by agencies of the

nt," said Defence Attorney Frank Rubino, who

assassination

Noriega Attorney Jon May also told a Federal judge at a
hearing on Tuesday that the Panamanian General would have a
hard time getting a fair trial because he was widely viewed as

being guilty.

May said Noriega had been "stripped
innocence” by US leaders, including

of the presumption of
President George Bush,

who authorised the invasion of Panama that toppled Noriega.
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CALCUTTA :

"In the BJP.thmillninup'i'zlnd
honesty which I admire. I joined the BJP because 1 do not

w
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agree with the Marxist ideology”, said well-known Victor

Banarjee (right) this week.

Deputy Speaker of the

The

MOSCOW, May 1: abolish all Georgla's au-

tonemous authorities as it did

ter o the United Nations that disclosed it recetved urantum | 20, 23 and 26 rivately for itical parties, have engaged tn public brawls | terminals and tankers. The |’ Parliament was shot dead & with the autonomous of
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survived war 1o make one  ously undisclosed sources. ——— — S S ey 7 — at 11 milion barrels, or more | 9Uring a debate in the cham- - .
SR ; “The imports include six e " T oma “ i than 1.5 milllon tonnes of | P€r on the Georgian 36:“” commuiis
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main nuclear installation at R Chlnese CP They said that two other in oncsia
Tuwaitha w an undisclosed uranium. which . leaders in Adjaria, an au- JAKARTA. May |: Indonesia
afte for aaid thee (Bush) administration offictals - .. : .
safcty reasons. S8t was sent e i S tonomous region which is part will stop more than 36,000
letter delivered to the Vienna- ) e decade ag ecy VlSltS of the Georglan republic, were former Communists from vot-
. seriously wounded. ing in next year's general elec-
was
Bush disapproves g © ey ek USSR May 15| Sfclal, Tase mews tion, Interior Minker Dudin
meﬂ Of Sa[clh[c “The inventory also shows MOSCOW, May 1 : Mr. | llament's VIEE-FFEII’I‘:; Local newspapers today
Ch.l that iraq possesses more Jiang Zemin, General| Nodar Imnadze had been guoted him as saying the figure
parts (o na the 48 pounds of Secretary of the Central | killed and that there had been was below the 43,000 kept off
riched urantum obtained from Committee of the Communist | injuries. the voting register in 1987
'WASHINGTON. May | France and the Soviet Union Party of China, will pay a five- Local ts contacted elections.
President George Bush on Dat non-proliferation day visit to the Soviet Union | by tele said that the The 36.000 are former
Tuesday refused 0 approve the Detileved 0 be under IAEA
export of US satellite parts 1o *Pections.” the Times said
China to protest against
Sm eflorts to sell weapons The newspaper
mass destruction o administration
of nstabiiity reports Reuter pleased with iraq's letter re-
A statement from US od. Porling on #ts nuciear tnven-
ministration spokesman oy R llvwed
decided not 10 approve & re-  ered inadequate
quest to Beence the export of The ietter. one administrs-
US sateliite components 0 gon official told
Chirna for a Chinese domestic . was & “twoial
Dung Fang Hong 3 “The iragis have
The President made this with an extraord
decision berause certain activi- talled account of
ties of Chinese compeanies cation and amount
raise sertous prolfferation oon enrched material ®

NEW DELHI: Janata Dal leaders incl
Mohammed Syed campaigning at Jal
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uding VP Singh, Ajit Singh, Sharad Yadav and Mufti
eswar in Uttar Pradesh.
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commencing on May 15 . It
will be the first visit by a top
Chinese leader over the past

34 reports IAN.
‘mnﬂ-it of the Chinese | jured

leader, officials said, will
deepen co-operation between
the two parties especially as
regards using the parties' po-

tentials to modernise

economy both in China and |

the Soviet Union.

Both China and the Soviet
Union, while remaining com-
mitted to their socialist
choice, want to make eco-
nomic process conform to
modern views. The sides de-
sired to adopt the advanced
technologies and scientific and
technical achievements.




