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A Challenge, yet Again

We have been reminded, once again, howv
vulnerable we are to natural calamities. Floods .
cyclones, tidal waves and the like continue LO
devastate us over and over again. As we begin to
put our house in order and make some progress,
in our long and arduous .struggle for economic
development, comes a Cyx or a flood and we
are back, Mterally, to we started from. Not
quite. We come out more determined and
experienced to rebuild our cou ., @s our actions
in tackling the present crisis, we hope, will show.

What we have done to tackle situations like this
in terms of bu safe shelters, constructing
roads to provide immediate follow-up services,
seiting up a communication em immune to
cyclones and floods, etc are issues we will
examine later. For the moment our undivided
attention must be focused on reduci the
sufferings of those who have lost virtually
everything except their lives. We must, urgently,
set in motion an efficient and effective relief
programime.

¢ tasks to recetve highest priority are pro-
viding food, d water and temporary shel-
ter for the cyclone victims. According to reports,
dry food is being air dropped in the al-
fected areas. But later food distribution will have
lo be undertaken on a more massive scale
through distribution centres set up on the dry
grounds of the cyclone affected areas.

Providing salfe water is a formidable
challenge. Massive supply of water purifying
tablets is the first step. Reaching them to the
needy people is easier said than done. for air
dropping them is risky and physically reaching
them is quite impossible for the moment.
However, as the water recedes a large scale pro-
%ammc of sinking tubewells must be undnrlaﬂcn.

e know from experience that water borne dis-
eases spread immediately following inundation
and people who somehow survive the cyclone fall
victims to cholera or diarrhoea or some such dis-
eases.

Providing shelter for the thousands of home-
less people will be another urgent task before us.

We have some idea of what needs to be done.
The real challenge is how to go about doing it and
from where to get the th that we need. As to
putting the logistics of relief operation in order
every institution and public concerned must
be called upon to do its bit. First, of course, the
government machinery must be put to effective
use. The armed forces, consisting of army, navy
and the air force, who have done excellent jobs in
the past, are already intimately involved in the
relief operation. Political parties will also have to

shoulder considerable responsibility in these
efforts. With service to people as the highest pri-
ority, they should und relief programmes

wherever they have the capacity to organise such
activities.

We e t the government machinery, which
has gathered considerable experience in organ-
ising relief operations under such conditions, to
give an exemplary performance at this moment of
national crisis.

A word of must be made public against
hoarders and profiteers who are known to take
admlﬁ: of such calamities to push up prices of
essent by creating artificial scarcity of items.

As the extent of devastation becomes clear we
realise that it will be difficult for us alone to meet
the urgent needs of the victims. The Prime
Minister has therefore launched an appeal to the
international community to come to the aid ol
Bangladesh. It is our hope that the UN, the
donors and the world community in general will
heed her call and act immediately to help the
suffering humanity.

Above everything else it is our own efforts to
help ourselves that will be the most effective as-
sistance to our people. Let us share once more,
whatever we have, with our unfortunate compa-
triots and o se an effective relief cam as
we did during the great floods of 1988. Our peo-

le exhibited that marvellous trait of compassion,
E-lluw feeling, sacrifice and service to fellow hu-
man be during that all-pervasive flood. which
went a long way in mitigating the suffering of our
people. Let us rise to the occasion once again.
. L

Primary Education Week

The National Primary Education Week-91
concluded last week in Mymensingh with the ed-
ucation minister present as the chief guest. The
'week’ was held under the auspices of the
National Academy of Primary Education. One feels
gratified to know that such an academy exists and
cannot help wondering about the profusion of the
number and kind they come in. And there is also
a feeling of inadequacy caused by the ignorance
of the working of NAPE and the ground it is sup-
posed to cover.

The piece of news reporting the observance of
the week, as published on Monday's issue of The
Daily Star, s not supremely helpful in getting a
picture of the fare. Was any attempt at assessment
of the past and nt performance in the rele-
vant field and any effort to mobilise and motivate
the personnel that man the big profession of
primary teachers made during the 'week'? We
are not sure. And it looks more like the holding
of a festival. That's good, to be sure. But with the
hole our primary education is stuck 132 in — or
shall we say the mire — a mutually back-slapping
session would be an outrageous thing.

Best primary teachers were selected and re-
warded during the week. Money incentives are
always a good thing to look {orward to and work
Euur way to. It can yield, by the way, even some

eneficial good work in the schools — about
which one can never be too sure. But recognising
devoted and capable service with sizeable money
awards is a good things as it is — however lousy
be the ways of assessing the quality of the service
turned in. The authorities would do well to im-
prove upon their mechanism and dependability
of teacher performance assessment if the re-
wards are indeed to help generate better teach-

Cash prizes also were given to 18 children for

best ormance in recitation, dance, extempore
speech, drawing — it must be painting —, singing
and acting. How many of these things are taught

in the primaries ? Almost all of these are what is
called 'extra-curricular activities', why ? Do the
primary schools, by themselves, hold with any
regularity such functions as would engender a
love for these in the children ? A national week
in a whole year cannot make up for the gaps
that are there in all of the tens of thousands of
primaries.
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Argentina threw out just a
its close
links with Franee,
Spain and haly, which it would
not abandon.

Now the formation of
Mercosur strengthens the bar-
gaining position of Latin gov-
ernments with the US. But
Latin American countries still
need to overcome significant
differences among themselves.

Lack of political will has de-
feated previous attempts at
Latin American economic inte-
gration. A Latin American Free
Trade Association (Lafta) was

IKE every year this year
also May Day has been

observed throughout
the worid. In . May
Day is a national holiday. Radio
and Television hold special
rogrammes, newspapers pub-
Euhed news and articles focus-
ing the main events and signif-
icance of the day. What
the day bring for the workers

| of Bangladesh? Why is this day

significant to the Bangladeshi
workers? May be the day is
significant with those who
work eight hours a day, get in-
creased payment for overtime,
and enjoy a extra holiday the

. But for those workers
:lg m to work even on May
Day and other national holid
without any extra payment for
over time work and who have
been hired and fired at the
whims of the employers since
there is lack of application of
the labour laws in their cases,
what meaning the Day brings
to them?

1 would like to described in
brief the condition of the
workers of the much talked-
about important foreign-cur-
rency-ecarning Garments
Industries. What do the work-
ers get, out of these earnings?
They are to work more than
eight hours but they do not get
more wages for the extra
hours. Employers reportedly

even do not allow them to en-

joy holidays they are entitled

to. In this case Government
Labour Department and Chief
of Factories Inspection appar-
ently remain indifferent. What
does labour law mean when it
is not enforced and protection
denied to the concerned peo-
ple?
Some
President General HM Ershad
visit to some garments
industries and observed unlaw-
ful labour practices by the
owners. But this visit did not
bring about much changes for
the people working there. The
condition of workers in the re-
rolling mills, tea ens, the

vast majority of private owned

years ago former

launched in Montevideo,
Uruguay in 1960, but it came

history

American inability to agree on
integration Iis
Spanish control of the

To maintain its cen-
tralised centrol, dis-
couraged trading links be-

ing generals such as Bolivar
and San Martin. .
Even as late as 1989, only
35 per cent of Latin America’s
trade was within the region.

Mexico broke Latin ranks
when it announced that 1t
wanted to join in a free trade
zone with the US and Canada.
it is the third largest trading
partner of the US, after Canada
and Japan. Sixty-five per cent
of Mexico's trade is with the
US, and less than 4 per cent is
with the rest of Latin America.

southern cone bloc could be-
come a formidable economic
unit. Between them the four
have 200 million

Mercosur should be In a
strong position as a bloc to
trade on the world markets.
With the addition of Chile. and
most probably Bolivia, the po-
sition is enhanced.

However, politicians will
not have an easy task welding a
harmonious unit. First of all
the bloc will be dominated by
the Brazilan economy. Brazil
has 80 per cent of the popula-

in Bangladesh

industries are more or less the

same.

Even now worker lose their
ﬁblnn to form Trade
nions. Yes,

knows that the case will
be pending in the labour court
for together. How can a
poor worker sustain and

those in the big industries,
Here the strength of workers
is less, unfon fund is not suffi-
cient to go for legal battle with
owners or for any kind of
struggle, whereas owners can
easily employ substitutes for
them. There are no minimum
wages for private owned indus-
tries and establishments.

| do not want to say that the
workers of state owned indus-
tries and big industries are
well of and in better shape.
What protection they get, in-
cluding wages commission, is
not available for the workers of
the private owned industries.
Even in pre-liberation period,

“we had better labour policies

to protect all including private
sector workers. In our neigh-
bouring countries, like India
and Srilanka, the workers are
better paid than the workers
in Bangladesh. Although the
GDP 1is increasing, but
paradoxically the workers' real
wages are decreasing in real
terms.

In the last four years trade
union movement in sh
advanced significantly the
formation of SKOP (Sramik
Karmachary Oikya Parishad —
alliance of workers and em-
ployees).

re are no major trade
union national centres what

- exist and can be stre

can command a considerable
number of workers in their
fold in Bangladesh : It is diffi-
cult to say how many trade
union centres are there in

h. So far 19 federa-
tions (centres) are registered
with the Director of the labour
office. There are many unregis-
tered federations too.

A politician expressed his
wish to form a trade union
federation simply by saying
that he will also form a na-
tional trade union federation
when his political party got
split, and a fraternal trade
union federation of the party in
question denounced this
leader. It is as as that.
Very often they are imposed
from above and not federations
of unions in true sense. The
approach is first national fed-
eration, then unions, and not
union and then federations of
unions as it should be. When
the military comes to power
they also form national trade
union federation, even al-
legedly engaging security
agencies. for the purpose.

In this situation of frag-
mented trade union centres,
the SKOP has emerged seem-
ingly as a true trade union fed-
eration of unions of the work-
ing people. trade unions
who are not ted with any
component federation of SKOP
havealso joined the SKOP. The
most significant achievement
of the last six years of demo-
cratic moverment is the SKOP.
The SKOP is not engaged only
in the stru for increased
wages of workers but also has
achieved sueccess in ensuring
the protection of law to the
workers' rights.

If the SKOP continues to
ned
further, it will be a unique

Saddled with a history of regional divisions. Latin America has been unabie to
various proposals for economic
US and the prospect of a united

economies of the major rt-
ners of Mercosur have uen
heading in different directions.

Under President Carlos
Menem, for Instance.
Argentina has been stepping
up fits drive towards a
Thatcher-style free markets
while Brazil has abandoned its
liberalisation programme,
which fatled to curb (ts
Hyperinflation, and has re-
turned to government wage
and price controls and is
keeping protectionist barriers
in place.

In Argentina the political
will for a southern cone com-
mon market is very strong
There has been little discus
sion on the disadvantages to
Argentina in forming an eco-
nomic union with a dominant
Brazil which is increasingly re-
verting to protectionism.

In theory, countries in the
southern cone unit should
strive at ending competitive
production, and this means
some painful decisions will
have 1o be made.

But in the considerate Latin
way. the smaller economies of
Uruguay and Paraguay will have
an extra yecar te come into line,
and all the partners will retain
a gradually diminishing list of

May Day and Labour Movement

class in Bangladesh. Amongst
about 12 lakh work-
ers and employees, a good
number are without affiliation
with any centre f[ederation.
And there are about 18 lakh
workers engaged in various
sectors but are not organised
under trade unions.
Industrial Relations
Ordinance 1969 as amended
upto now is one of the main
statutes governing labour man-
agement relations in
sh. It is equally appli-
cable to both public and pri-
vate sector establishments and
industries with some excep-
tions such as police, defence
service and administration of
the state. The Employment
Labour (Standing Orders) Act
19656 states the terms and
conditions of employment of
industrial workers, concerning
their classification, leave, holi-
days, stoppage of work, lay off,
retrenchment, discharge,
termination of employment,
provident fund etc. This law
empowers an -industrial
worker to seek redress of his
grievances on matters covered
under this Act through proce-
dure laid down under this Act.
In addition the Factories Act
of 1965, the Shops and
Establishment Act 1965 also
deal with condition of work
and terms of employment
practice.
A worker cannot get legal
protection from Director of

Labour, Chijef Factory
Inspector's Office or Labour

Court unless he is sufficiently
equipped with or becomes re-
sourceful. If he does not have
social and political support or
support frem administration or
if his trade union is not strong
enough to protect him, it is
difficult for him to get legal
protection. | want to say its
enforcement. Enforcement of
law depends on the attitude of
administration and the
strength of trade union.

The writer is a trade union-
ist and general secretary of

achievement of the working Jatiyo Sramik Jote.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Pedestrians
drivers

Sir, A warning is being
published by you almost
daily against rash driving
on the top of first page of
your journal. To me, it ap-
pears funny. It is trucks
and buses who mostly kill
the pedestrians and pas-
sengers of other smaller
vehicles, because drivers
and conductors of these
two heavy vehicles are illit-
erate and addicts. Your
message hardly reaches
them. It would be better, if
you have nothing to publish
on that place, to insert
some other good thoughts,
which may find way into
action.

You or readers may
rebuke me, but | confess
that | have a soft corner in
iy heart for truck and bus
drivers. Above all, they are

also human beings. How it
may be possible for a single
driver to keep his eyes on
thousands of pedestrians
many of whom appear to be
strolling on the middle of
the road instead of just
crossing it? The pedestri-
ans too should take care of
themselves.

K.R. Zakhmi
Rupali Bank Ltd.
Z.0. Khulna.

Form of govt.

Sir, Presidential or par-
liamentary ? | am a bit non-.

ppears
Eutﬂng the cart before the

It depends on the quality
of the materjal (raw mate-
riall) we have to the
country. Are the norms of
the society dictated by the
President or the parlia-

ment — or vice versa? A TB
patient cannot climb the
mountain, regardless of the
backing and props. An unfit
and unhealthy society can-
not produce a healthy par-

liament. e
' Physician, he

first. There is only nneﬁ-r
sic problem : to resist
temptation (which is also
half the religion). The rest
are corollaries, Let us take

up first things first.
A . Mawaz,
Dhaka.

"Tolerance in Islam'

Sir, On April 22nd 91
your esteemed daily carried
a letter from Mr. M.
Zahidul Huq with the cap-
tion "Tolerance in Islam.” It
has been stated in that let-
ter that the 6th verse of
Sura Al-Kaferun has been
abrogated by an Ayat No.19
of Sura Ale-Imran. This
seems to be an incorrect
information. The best au-
thority on Al-Quran and it's
verses, including the abro-
gated ones, if any, is the
Holy Prophet (S.M.) him-
self. We shall be grateful if
Mr. Huq could let us know
any statement of the

Prophet (S.M.) (authentic
Hadis) on the abrogation of
the verse 6 of Sura Al-
Kaferun.

Apparently the question
of abrogation of verse 6 of
Sura Al-Kaferun by verse 19
of Sura Ale-Imran does not
arise as the latter only con-
firms, elucidates and fur-
ther strengthens the stand
which a sound believer is
directed to take in the
former verse. Verse 6 of
Sura Al-Kaferun [firmly
asserts that there can be no
compromise on the ques-
tion of "DEEN"—or the way
of life, .and the verse 19 of
Sura Il elucidates what
that "DEEN"—or the way of
life is,—which is the only.
acceptable "DEEN" with

ALLAH SUBHANAHU
TA'ALA.
The above stated

position does not, however,
disturb the contention of

Mr. Zahidul Huq rt:gardmg
tolerance in Islam whie
he establishes by

quoting the relevant Ayate-
Karima in the last para-

graph of his letter.

AFM. Yahya
Banani, Dhaka.

integration. A new, four-nation treaty nudged along by the
Europe, may just make the difference.

protected arecas.

in view of the amount of
work that needs to be done
the target date of December
31. 1994 for Brazil and
Argentina to scrap trade barri-
mistic. Europe s now

eltminating trade barriers be-

after the of Rome

When the was et up in
I971. the member countries
had already achieved macro-
coonemic . low mifla-
tiem and growth. For
Argentimians and Brazilans
struggling to achieve macyvo-

hy perinf{lation and
defics uumr:*m
not as an end in sl but as a
means o an end. — GEMINI
NEwWS

FRANK NOWIKOWSKI has
worked as a journalist n
EBurope. Ajfrica and Sowth

tween member states, 38 years America

OPINION

Today the importance of
Rajshahi City Corporation
Town can hardly be over em-

| phasized. More so now that

this Divisional town has been
given the status of ‘city’ and
there happens to be a fledged
'City Corporation’ to serve the
needs. It is situated in the
heart of the northern region of
Bangladesh and sites include
the famous century old
Rajshahi College, famous
British period historic central
jail. the Varendra museum,
the historic Shah Makhdum
shrine, a university, a medical
college, a cadet college, an
engineering college. a radio
station, the sericulture fndus-
try. various government and
non-government head offices,
a stadium and a number of
institutions.

But it {s a matter of surprise
and regret that of the vi-
tal problems and need of
Rajshahi city have not yet been
solved or attended to by the
relevant authorities and |
should like to draw their kind
attention to some major ones.

A genuine sorrow of this
town turned city is that it is
not included in the ftinerary of
any foreign cultural troupe or
state guest or a reputed team
of footballers, cricketers,
hockey players, etc. although

. there are a big stadium, an au-

ditorium and places for their
accommodation (Circuit
House. Parjatan Motel).

The famous holy shrine of
Shah Makhdum, situated by
the side of the famous Padma
river depicts the history of the
long battle of Islam at Rajshahi.
As such Rajshahi should also be

a venue of Islamic conference

and Qirat competition which
are joined by participants from
abroad

The foreign information
services of USA, USSR, China,
Japan and others are yet lo
open their offices here. Al pre-
sent, there are only two for-
eign information serviees of
the UK and India in this town.
Foreign Missions, as least in
the status of Deputy High
Commissions or Consulates can
be opened at Rnthahi for
keeping touch with this ne-
glected northern region for
foreigners as Uttara
Ganabhaban is situated in this
region. The presentation of
credentials of ambassadors
may also take place sometimes
at Uttara Chnnm
this region can ﬁ'nm
to them.

One Medical Post-Graduate
Institute with Hospital, an

orthepaedic hospital and a
pacdiatric hospital are urgently
needed at Rajshahi, besides
the existing RMCH.

The famous century old
Barendra Research Museum

should be developed in a mod-

?".‘rrm:i:-lﬂ'y'

Rajshahi, yet to be a City

. e way through accommodat-

ing memorics and replicas of
the Freedom Fighters® and
other martyrs of our Liberation
Struggle in 1971 and also of
the historic 1990 Democratic
Movement. Pictures and life-
sketches of noted w-
ties, such as writ-
ers and social workers of the
northern region should be also
preserved therein,

The defunet only -
ment managed Ben daily
newspaper published from
Rajshahi “The Daintk Barta”
should be reopened on a mod-
en style soon and circulated
throughout the country and
one weekly English newspaper
managed by the government
should also be ventured. The
latter will enable the foreign-
ers.to learn about this

One Bangladesh Television
branch studio should be
opened at Rajshahi to*cover
the goings on in the region.
besides the existing branch of
Radio Bangladesh.

Present incomplete
Divisional National Stadium
should be developed with
modern f(acilities to pave the
way lor developing sports in
this region.

Several crossings,
bridges. islands and
should be constructed on and
beside the main busy roads for
enhancing the beauty of
Rajshahi City as well as meet-
ing the need of tralffic and

trians.
PCdEy and night BRTC town
service should be introduced
and the time of present private
town bus serviee should be
extended up to midnight for
the welfare of the public.

Rajshahi Airport should be
developed so as to facilitate in-
ternational air-route with
other neighbouring states,
Some international standard
hotels should be set up at

Rajshahi for foreigners vip

A Fish Harbour and River
Beach may alsa be
developed also to o the

waterfront attraction. And for
one

over

benefictal recreation,
modernised “publie park
(besides.the existing Mena
Park), one bolanical garden,
and a goo are very much
needed here.

Our different top political
leaders in public meetings
held at Rajshahi during their
election campaigns evinced as-
surance lh-lhn;ﬂt::::
Rajshali should
in line with other developed
City Corporation towns (cities).
Shouldn't the present demo-
cratic government fulfill the
long standing public demand
of a region 7

Mohammad Anwarul Quadir
Naogaor). Rajshahi



