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"1 joined BJP because
I do not agree with
Marxist ideology”,

says well-known
actor Victor
Banarjee.
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Latin America tries
again for a common
market. A new,
four-nation treaty,
nudged along by
US may just make
the difference.
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Dhaka Day
by Day

Lonesome and in
search of happiness
GS Kabir paints a
world of dark hues
and frightening
blacks:
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Ctg flights
suspended

All Biman Flights to and
from Chittagong will continue

and rescue o
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MANY FACEB OF A CYCHJNE. Distressed people rushing towards a helicopter for rnhaf in Kutuhdu left, and survivors telling tale of their agonies in Chokoria, right, Wednesday.
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Survivors living under open sky: No food, no clothes, no drinking
water: Thousands remain untraced: Many areas still inaccessible

The devastating cyclone and
tidal bore that lashed the
coastal belt of Bangladesh on
Monday left over 40,000 peo-
ple killed, according to pre-
liminary reports reaching
Dhalea.

The fate of thousands of
others in the isolated offshore
islands appears uncertain.

Our Staffer AKM Mohsin
who could for the first time
reach three devastated upazilas
of Chittagong district
Kutubdia, Anwara and Chokoria
on Wednesday saw all the
dwellings and almost all trees
razed to the ground.

The devastation was com-
plete.

Women and children were
hardly visible and the male
survivors reported 50,000
deaths in the three upazilas
alone,

All of them were found
badly shaken with no food and
shelter. There was no pure
drinking water and the sur-
vivors were living under the
open sky.

Some of the survivors told
our Staffer that for the last
three days they had had no
food to eat and house to sleep.

Contaminated water in the
devastated areas may well
cause epidemics. According to
reports, diarrhoea has ah'l:ad}r
broken out in the cyclone af

By Staff Correspondent

fected parts of Bhola district.

Cyclone shelters in all the
upazilas were still under seven
to eight feet of water.

The marooned people were
crying for help.

Thousands of fishermen in
Kutubdia, Chokoria and Anwara
upazilas and other offshore is-
lands of Hatlya and Sandwip
who did not leave their
colonies to keep watch on
their fishing nets and boats
now remain untraced, accord-
ing to survivors.

Star Staffer Mohsin found
hundreds of boats moving list-

lessly in the waters of
Kutubdia, Chokoria and Anwara

EEI' the owners were not visi-

Many of the survivors were
barebodied and shivering with
cold.

The saline water has en-
gulfed all the places and thou-
sands of cattle carcasses were
found floating decomposed.
The stench unbearable,

Our staff correspondent
Syed Issa reports from Barisal :
The offshore islands of
Sandwip. Kutubdia, Manpura,
Dhalchar, Char Nizam, Char
Kukrimukri and Nijhum Deep
were still under water and re-
main cut off from the main
land.

Those were approachable

only by rivercraft. Landing of
helicopters was net still possi-
ble. The marooned people are
passing their days in agony un-
der the open sky.

In many places, survivors
have had no food, water and
life-saving drugs for the last

. three days. Pure water was not

available. The storm had blown
away all the hand tubewells

[rom the affected areas.
Our Staff Correspondent

Chapal Basher reports from
Noakhali : Sixteen people were
killed in Noakhali, according
to official sources.

Over one lakh people in
150 square kilometres of 11

'mouzas’ of Char Clerk were

passing their days without food
and drinking water. They were
yet to recetve any reliefl mate-
rials.

Crops in the area have been
completely damaged and water
remains still stagnant.

No links could yet be estab-
lished with Hatlya which re-
mained cut off from Noakhali
till Wednesday.

The Red Crescent control
roorh in Dhaka told The Daily
Star that nearly 20,000 people
perished in Monday's cyclone
in Sandwip Island alone.

Eyewitnesses' accounts said
rescue workers could not
count the bodies in the island.

See Page 8 Col 3

Work in close coordination,
Khaleda to relief workers

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
has urged all involved in relief
peration to work
in close coordination so that
they can serve the distressed

Prime Minister told
this while visiting the cyclone-
battered coastal Dbelt
Wednesday to see the extent of
devastation there, reports BSS.

The helicopter which took
her to Cox’s Bazar hovered low
over Sonaimuri, Dagonbuiyan,
Sitakunda, Chittagong, Anwara,
Kutubdia, Moheskhali, and
Chakoria. The Prime Minister
saw that most of the places
were still under water.

Begum Khaleda Zia wit-
nessed that almost all the
kutcha and semipucca

dwelling houses have been
destroyed as a result of devas-
tating cyclone and carcasses
were floating on the water. She
saw that a large of number of
mills and factories have also
been destroyed in Chittagong.
The Prime Minister then
flew to Cox's Bazar and held a
meeting with the local admin-
istration there. The meeting
apprised the Prime Minister of
the extend of devastation
caused by the cyclone, spe-
cially in the offshore islands.
The meeting informed the
Prime Minister that all the 57
unions of Cox’s Bazar have
been extensively. The
Kutubdia off-shore island was
still under 15 meet of water.
With one-fourth of the pnpulm

tion of the island feared miss-
ing, so far, 2000 people have
been buried there. The Prime
Minister was told that the total
population ir the island is 1.22
lakh, '

The meeting informed the
Prime Minister that five out of
seven unions of Moheshkhali
have been worst affected. It
was learnt that 1.40 lakh peo-
ple have been affected by the
cyclone.

In Chakoria, nine out of 22
unions have been affected
badly. Three to four thousand
workers of 23 thousand acres
of shrimp projects in the areas
are missing. The area is under
15 feet water and fifteen thou-
sgnd people have been feared
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PM’s relief
fund opened

- The high powered emer-
gency reliefl committee in its
first meeting in Dhaka on
Wednesday night with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair decided to open g
Prime Minister's Relief Fund,
reports BSS.

The fund will receive dona-
tions of cash and kind from
the members of the public.

The meetings decided that
the ministers and state minis-
ters would donate one month's
salary to the fund.

The meeting also decided
to sanction Taka 84 lakh to buy
and distribute food items and
ensure supply of drinking wa-
ter in the affected areas. The
local public representatives
and Armed Forces have been

n the responsibility to dis-
tributed the reliel materials.

Hasina for reopening
of closed mills

ADAMJEENAGAR, May
Awami League President and
Leader of Opposition Sheikh
Hasina today called for imple-
menting five-point demand of
industrial labourers including
announcement of wage com-
mission, reports UNB.

Addressing a huge workers’
rally at Adamjee Jute Mills
ground this afternoon on the
occasion of May Day, Hasina
also demanded reopening of all
closed mills and factories for
increasing production and ex-
ports to achieve a self-reliant
economy.

Hasina blamed past regimes
for destroying industrial sector

including the jute sector
which lost its international

market due to wrong policies
of past “autocratic govern-

ments.”
Recalling the nationalisation
policy of hu Sheikh

Mujib’'s government, she said
no new mills and factories
were set up during the auto-
cratic rules after 1975.

“We have been turned into a |

rs and our
en made de-

nation of be
economy has

pendent on foreign aid and
'assistance,” deplored Hasina.

The Awami League govern-
ment had undertaken steps for
énsuring people’'s fundamental
rights and economic emanci-
pation through increasing pro-
duction and exports, she
added.

Awami League will always
stand by the just demands of
labourers, she said.
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Cries

An old man, clad only in a
loincloth cried out, “Help me
help me, 1 have' no one left”,
while others with him, half
clothed, water nearly reaching
their faces looked on in awe
and total despair with tears in
their eyes.

This was the scene in
Kutubdia, an island off Cox's
Bazar yesterday afternoon as
the relief helicopter we were
travelling on touched down

to remain suspended today | for only two minutes on a

of help rend off-shore islands' air

A K M. Mnhgm from cyclone-hit areas

patch of road, the only visible

part of the sub island.
The Bell chopper, laden
with relief s was on the

verge of being ditched as the
Entch of road nearby gave way
rcing the pilot to take us up
barely we h.ad touched down.
Chief of General Staff of the
Army Major General Salam was
also aboard.
No relief could be given to
these hungry people excludi
a bag or two of dried foodst
We were compelled to leave

them without food, medicine
or water,
We left them to fate.
Kutubdia, a thriving habitat
of thousands of people, mostly
fishermen, had disappeared

L
A Ianl-n::n:lf:nmu, of the island

told us that approximately
20,000 people were missing
The pockets of survivors
have had no shelter or food
since the killer cyclone struck
midnight Monday. They are
vuinerable to various discases

that come in the aftermath of

such
Plots of land were clearly

visible under the water, heaps

of rubble that had once been
dwellings.

Here and there a few peo-

le could be seen, seemingly

for something or prob-

ably just moving about aim-

Earuuh'uum-mm
coast we saw hundreds of

boats, possibly fishing boats,
drifting aimlessly, but there

was not a soul in sight, neither
on the boats nor on the shore.

Hundreds of fishing boats
and no fishermen in sight. The
implications were too unbear-
able to ponder.

During our brief stop iIn
Kutabdia we did not see any
women or children, just hun-
gry, sick, half-clad men whe
were tottering on the m of
insanity. Begging for . lor
help.

BSS reports: Comm-
unications Minister Oli Ahmed

saild in Chittagong on

Wed that about 28 thou-
sand people might have been
killed in the coastal upazilas
and off-shore islands of
Chi district.

Reltefl Secretary
Hishamuddin Ahmed told
newsmen that 2,683 deaths
have so far been reported from
Cox's Baszar, 1903 f[rom
Noakhali, 87 from Bhola, 7
from Barguna, 2 (rom
Patuakhall and one each from
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Cyclone leaves over 40,000 dead

-—Photo Mohsin

‘Foréign envoys
feel damages

are colossal

A group of heads of foreign
missions and international
agencies Wednesday flew over
the cyclone affected areas in
different districts and saw the
extent of damages -‘roughl in
by the disaster,

Foreign Minister ﬂﬂM
Mustafizur Rahman accompa-
nied the heads of missions
during the aerijal view iIn
Hatiya, Sandwip, Kutubdia,
Moheshkhalli and some other
places.
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US, CIDA, pledge
urgent ai¥l

The United States has
pledged an initial 25,000 US
dollars in connection with the
tragic loss of life and property
damage caused by nday
night's cyclone and tidal surge
which hit the coastal districts
of Bangladesh, reports BSS.

US Ambassador to

sh Wililam B Milam
made the pledge Wednesday
after surveying the affected ar-
eas by air. He sald further con-
trigution would be determined
after assessment of the damage
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SSC exams
of 2 boards
begin today

By Staff Correspondent

The Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) Examinations
of 1991 under Dhaka and
Rajshahi Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Boards
begin today (Thursday).

The SSC examipations un-
der two other boards, Comilla

See Page 8 Col 8
May Day
observed
The historic May was
observed in the capital and

other parts of the country em-
phasising on maintaining
workers’ unity and urging au-
thorities to pro

Different labour orga
tHons, tical
cto -cultural
rate functions, ;
discussions and to l't
li;hl lh: of the

mands of workers
in uu: new democratic -tx

The biggest workers
See Page 8 Col 7

held sepa-



