By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

Hamiduzzaman A
Direetor !lm
nt
twoid The Daily Star, in respect
of wind Monday's 3;
clone was worse than
November 12, 1970 cyclone
hthll:: killed an estimated
five people.
He said the cyclones

, Director,
Cyclone Preparedness
Programme said 20 thousand
volunteers had started alerting

In some phul.i trawlers
and mechanised boats were

used to evacuate people from
char lands,

CPP volunteers who had
been trained over the years,
went to all cyclone-prone
coastal villages transmitting
warning messages u:lns
sirens, microphones an

mm 1972 following

the 1970 cyclone, CPP |Is
meant for minimising cyclone
devastation. Under an IDA
credit 238 cyclone shelters
(each one a three-storyed
structure) in 1972. The
Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society had recently con-
structed another 62 shelters
in the coastal belt. Besides the
shelters, 157 killas (high
earthen mounds) were con-
structed to shelter domestic

animals during cyclones. All
these proved useful during
Monday’s cyclone, CPP sourcés
said.

The forecast made by the
Meteorological
proved accurate. By Saturday
night Met Office indicated the
possibility of movement of the

towards Cox's Bazar.
The following weath-
ermen pinpointed area
where the cyclone was to hit.

People of the cyclone prone

areas thus about two days’
time to take to shelters or
safety

precautions.

three radar stations of
Met Office at Dhaka, Cox's
Bazar and Khepupara were very
useful in monitoring the move-
ment of the cyclone closely.
The cyclone had come within
the range of the three radars
by Sunday afternoon, Hami-
duzzaman Khan Chowdhury
told The Daily Star.
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extent of damage. The
Minister's helicopter
could not land anywhere in
these because of severe
inundation of the areas follow-
ing the tidal surge.

In most of the battered ar-

:

too. The loss of cat-
tichead was also colossal.

The death of 366 ns
was offictally mnhn:et:ll.oll
pm on . The break-up
of the death toll 1s as follows:
Chokoria-42, Barguna-4,
Teknaf-10, Companiganj-5.
Mireswarai-2, Sandwip-12,
Charfeshion- 18, Daulatkhan-1,
Sudharam-1., Manpura-2.
Kalapara-1, Galachipa-1,
Lalmohan-2, Pa ta-1,
Ramgati-5, Noakhali-193,

-8 and Bhola-52.

U estimate suggests
1100 people were missing in
Char Nizam of Bhola district

and 7000 ple in Nizhum
Deep of district.

The relief o tions have
been intens in the afl-

fected areas. Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society (BRCS) sent a
large quantity of reliefl goods
such as rice, biscuits, emer-
gency food, beans, . plas-
tic sheet. sarees. lungee and
readymade garments.

A BRCS source said more
relief goods would be sent
after preliminary assessment
of the extent of damage and
destruction was available,
Volunteers and workers of the
Cyclone Preparedness Prog-
rammé (CPP) of the BRCS have
started emergency relief work
with the materials available at
their disposal.

Members of the Bangladesh
Armed Forces have also been
deployed for carrying out res-
cue and reliefl operations fol-
lowing the storm and tidal
surge in the coastal areas.
Army teams from Jessore,
Comilla and Chittagong can-
tonments rushed to the worst-
hit areas and undertook relief
and rescue operations in coop-
eration with the local adminis-
tration and concerned agen-
cies. '
Our Khulna office reports
wides damage was also

t by the storm there on

In Du:ope upazila in the
district, one Sukumar (26)

damaged.
ity in the Mongla Port
One electric tower fell to
the at Mongla and has
not re as yet
control room told
The Daily Star that there was
to life and
in the district follow-
ing the storm.
Five upazilas are the worst
affected.
Kutcha dwellings were
damaged and electric lines

snapped.

Five people were admitted
to the Barguna Hospital

In Noakhali, 70 to BO per
cent of the standing crops
have been damaged following
the storm. Relief materials had
not reached the affected areas
till the writing of this report.

in Barisal, at least 4000
dwelling were damaged. Ten
upazilas of the district were
badly affected.

Standing crops on 13,000
acres of land were damaged.
Four motor launches anchored
at the launch ghat sank during
the storm.

In Laksmipur, 40 per cent
standing crops and 80 per
cent dwe were razed to
the ground in the storm ac-

to the control room.

All the four upazilas were
affected in the district but
Ramgati upazila is the worst af-
fected.

Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal [bne Yusufl on Tuesday
instructed physicians and
other health officials of medi-
cal colleges and from near the
affected zones to rush to the
spots as the medical ip-
ment of the Health Co xes
in those areas have become in-

operative.,
« The Minister told The
Daily Star that medical squads

were working round-the-clock
in the affected arcas.

Medical supplics donated by
the US nt were
sent to the affected areas in
trucks and launches, the
Minister said.

Our Correspondent from
Chandpur adds: About 30
houses, shops and part of the

station were dovoured
by waves of the river

The river washed away
3000 square foot of the new
and old bazar.” About 11,000
feet of the railway station was
devoured by the river.,

Chandpur flood control pro-
ject and
were also d . About 25
per cent of the standing crops
were damaged too. A number

of kutcha houses and trees
were uprooted.

Three killed, six
hurt in road

accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Three person were killed
and six injured in three road
accidents in the city and sub-
urbs on :

Santu Mia (17), an SSC stu-
dent, was serfously injured
when a truck hit him from the
back while he was on his way
home on a bicycle near
Dogachi Bazar at Srinagar at 11
am. He was brought to DMCH
at 4 pm where he died at 7
pm. A case has been filed with
Srinagar police station .

An unidentified push-cart
driver (60) died on the spot
when a auto-rickshaw
collided with his push-cart
near Darush Salam Ansar camp
at Mirpur at 10-06 am. '

irrigation project
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Defence witnesses cross-examined
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Geners! Muktadir as
Chairman.

At the tnaugural function of
the museum Ershad donated a

which was brought in a
casette. He did not open the
cassette and that it was pre-
served at the Museum during
his tenure as Army chief.

He also said that he did
not know anything about the
arms, the subject matters of
the arms case. He also said
that he had been the Army
Chief since 1986 and that
former President Ershad was
the Supreme Commander of
the X

The other defence witness
produced yesterday was
Administrative Officer Issam
Noor Mohammad of the Iragi
Embassy who read the writ-
ing on the box of the pistols,
claimed to have been given as
gifts from Iraq.

He said that the certificate
for the pistols was given by his
Ambassador and that he had
not seen the weapons before.

He read the writing on a
box as "The weapon is a gift by
the Iraqi women to the mar-
tyrs of war". He also read out
the name of the company that
manufactured the pistols,
which was also written on the
box.

General Atiqur Rahman said
that he would remain present
at gift presentation cere-
monies as part of protocol.

He said that sometimes the
ceremonies would be held at
the Cantonment, some times
at Bangabhavan and sometimes
at the Sen Bhavan.

Attorney General Aminul
Haque cross-examined the two
defence witnesses starting
with Atiqur Rahman.

Attorney General (AG) :
Were you commissioned in the
Pakistan Armed Forces in
1964 ?

Atiqur Rahman (AR) : Yes . |
was commissioned in the
Pakistan army in 1954.

AG : Did you work together
with Ershad for 24 years 7

AR : Former President
Ershad and [ served in the
army for 30 years. And I
worked for eight years under
General Ershad.

You are saying everything
seeing my record.

AG : What | am seeing be-
longs to me. But I have no
record of yours with me.

its

You the IA examina-
tion from Rawalpindi Gordon
College?

AR : Yes.

AG : You did a course in the
USA when you were in the

AR : Yes.

AG : You have a son and a
daughter ?

AR : No. | have two sons and
a daughter?

AG : Do you know that the
qualified age for one to be a
Major General is 56 and that
after 55 one should be retired?

AR : Yes. One can be a
General upto the age of 55.

AG : But you became a
General at the age of 57 and

Euhﬂhmhrumyﬂrh
me a Major General.

AR : This is not true that |
became a Major General after
the age of 55.

AG : You were given con-
cessfon for one year.

AR : This is not true.

AG : Do you know that there
are five of fitness in
army ?A B.C. D. and E?

AR : Yes.

AG : A - fit for all services; B
- unfit for general services but
fit for ordinary services; C - fit
for secondary services; D -
temporarily unfit and E - tem-
porarily unfit subject to the
approval of the President.

AR : If anyone is unfit he
cannot be promoted from Lt

AG : What you are assuming,
I may not say. A Medical Board

declared you invalid on Sept
22, 1979. It declared you
permanently invalid.

AR : | was declared an In-
valid officer, by a Medical
Board and the said opinion of
the board was concurred ap-
proval by the then army chief
Lt Gen Ershad. But the then
President Ziaur Rahman did
nor it. Lt Gen Ershad
forwarded the case for ap-
proval.

AG : The board found
following defects in you. You
were suffering (rom a)
Transient ischaomie attack
(cerebral), b) ischaomie heart
disease, c) gout, d) duodenal
ulcer, e) deafness in the right
ear.
AR : The then President
Ziaur Rahman did not ap-

it.

AR : The Medical Board
formed with Major Hamid
found the diseases.

Defence Lawyer Sirajul
Haque made a passing remark
that the country needs such a
chief of Staff.

AG : You were later recate-
gorised as 'C' but the Medical
Board declared you as E".

AR : No, | was recatogorised
as ‘A

AG : How much land do you
have

AR : [ don't have any land.

Defence Lawyer interrupt-
ing the Attorney General : Why
are you questio so much?
AR : | don't have any land in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts. I
have only got a 10 katha piece
of land at Banani.

AG : When did you become a
Lt. General?

AR : Two days before the
completion of the age of 55.

AG : One cannot be a LL
General unless he crosses 58.

AR : This is not a fact.

AG : During your tenure as
Chief of Staff you bought 110
Automillar guns at the cost of
10 crore Taka from Italy. But
the guns were found unser-

le.

AR : This is not true.

AG : During your retirement
you proposed setting up a bank
with the Army. Navy and

Sangstha?

AR : Yes. | pro it dur-
ing my IPR. | also talked to
former President Ershad about
it

AG : The proposed capital
was 20 crore Taka for the
bank?

AR
crore :
AG : Did the Ministry of
Finance give you concurrence?

AR : Yes it gave {ts concur-

rence.
AG : Was the bank named as

Approximately 20

National Trust Bank ?

AR : Yes.

AG : The army did not co-
operate in setting up the bank.
Did the army it?

AR : The army said that the
bank was a commercial ven-
ture so it did not want to give
an undertaking to set up the
bank.

Judge : Was the army in
favour of setting up a bank of
this category ?

AR : No it was not in favour
of setting up the bank.

AG : The proposed capital
was 20 crore Taka?

AR : No this is not a fact.

AG : Earlier you said that
the proposed capital was Taka
20 crore,

AR : It was Taka 10 crore.

: objection) The
secrecy of the army is being
exposed. No one should expose
the secrecy of the armed
forces.

Judge : The army is a na-
tional army. So the nation has
the right to know about the

army.

DL : My objection should be
noted.

AG : The Automillar-gun
scandal is also there. at
should also be on record. It is
almost like the Bofor's scandal.

AG : (to the witness) You
wanted to invest Taka 4 crore

in the bank?

AR : Not a fact. | wanted to
invest 40 to 50 lakh Taka.

AG : First you sought shares
of Tk. 4 crore and later you
sought 40 to 50 lakh taka
shares.

AR : It is not a fact.

AG : Do you know that deco-
ration pleces are put on dis-
play at the Sena Bhavan?

AR : Yes

AG : Do you know whether
guns, mortars and bullets are
put on display?

AR : | have seen guns on
display at the Sena Bhavan. But
| have not examined them.

Judge : Do you know from
where the arms, subject mat-
ters in the case. come ?

AR : No. | don't.

AG : Did you ever examine
the weapon which was given by
Ershad to the Army Museum as
you have said?

AR : No.
AG : You have come lo give

witness in this case because
you were favoured by Ershad.
You were a worthless, incom-
petent. unfit person. who was
appointed chief of the army.
Your appointment as chiefl of
the army had tarnished the
image of the Bangladesh Army
and it was done only to favour

AR : This is not a fact.

AG : When you were in ser-
vice you did everything in an
incompetent way.

AR : This is not a fact.

Later the Administrative
Officer of the Iragqi mission
I[ssam Nur Mohammad was
produced for cross-examina-
tion:

Judge : What is your job at
the Iraqi Embassy? '

Noor Mohammad : (NM] I
am an officer at the Embassy.

Attorney General : Who
went to collect the certificate
from the Iragi embassy?

NM : [ don't know.

AG : How did they get the
gift certificate from the em-
bassy?

NM : | don't know.

AG : Is there any file on gifts
at your embassy?

NM : | don't know.

AG : Have you seen the
items for which the certificate
was given?

NM : No, | did not see the
items.

AG : Was the certificate
signed in your presence?

NM : Yes.

AG : Is the certificate cor-
rect?

NM : Yes.
Judge : You have not seen

who collected the certificate
and the items. So how can you
say that the certificate Is cor-
rect? )

NM : Becauseumy Ambassa-
dor signed it.

Judge : As your Ambassador
signed ft, it is correct

AG : Are you a non-diplo-
matic staff.

NM : Yes.

AG : Why did a diplomatic
stalf not come to give witness?

NM : The Ambassador asked
me. | don't know why a diplo-
matic staff did not come.

AG : Who asked you to come
hﬂﬁﬂl : My ambassador. No, |
got a summons.

AG : Is the content of he
certificate correct?

NM : Yes.

AG : Why did you attack

““ﬁﬂ‘? Kuwait is an Iraqgi city.
The DW tried to say virulently
Kuwait was a part of lraq.

in the beginning of the
Tribunal hearing yesterday the
Attorney General pointed out
that the statement of Ershad

regarding supply of sub-stan-
dard food in the jail was

mng.
He said hat he had talked to
the jail au ties and that

they made it clear that they
were supplyi Ershad the
food division for pris-
oner. So the question of sup-
plying sub-standard food did

not arise.

PM'’s appeal
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has not therefore been poasi-
ble till Tuesday to col-
lect full information about the
damage caused. Preliminary
reports indicate hundreds of
lives have been lost and
thousands have been rendered
homeless and more than 90
per cent of houses in some ar-
cas has been wiped out, she
said. She said, roads and
bridges have been damaged,
making communication impos-
sible in many areas. There is
water still standing on many
parts of the affected areas. She
said crops have been exten-
sively damaged and cattle-
heads lost. Many educational
institution has either been
razed to ground or badly af-
fected.

People in the affected arcas
are in immediate need of
food. shelter, pure drinking
water, medicine and clothing
. she said.

Begum Zia said it will take
sometime before a full assess-
ment of the situation can be
made, the extent of damage
clearly known and the re-
quirement of the affected peo-
ple fully realised. It 1s, how-
ever, evident that the damage
has been both colossal and ex-
tensive, she said.

"The government had taken
adequate precautionary mea-
sures before the cyclone and
this has minimised the loss of
human lives, she said adding.
but loss of other kind is huge
and perhaps on an unprece-
dented scale.

The Prime Minister said,
the government has mobilised
all its manpower and re-
sources, and already launched
a massive relief operation. But
the magnitude of the damage
appears to be such that it
might prove impossible for the
government alone to meet the
challenge and te the suf-
ferings of the poor, helpless
people, she said.

An earlier report said :
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia on Tuesday visited the cy-
clone-affected coastal areas to
see the extent of the devasta-
tion there,

The helicopter which flew
her to the coastal belt hovered
low over Sandwip, Hatiya.
Urirchar and Kutubdia off-
shore islands to enable her to
see the extent of damage. The
Prime Minister's helicopter
could not land because of the
severe inundation of the areas

following the tidal surge.

Telecommunication
with most countries
remains snapped
By Staff Correspondent

Telecommunication with
rest of the world except seven
countries remained cut off till
Tuesday since the devastating
cyclone hit the coastal areas on

Monday night.

"A communi tower of
Betbunia satellite sta-
tion collapsed snapping

telecommunication with rest
of the world,” an official of the
Overseas Telecommunication
The 200ft tower collapsed
during the ne on Monday
night, the said adding it
would take time to restore
communication.

“Now we have contract with
o Indta, Bangkok, Bahrain,
F:lry‘li. Seoul and Colombo
through Talimabad satellite
station. but it is also disturb-

ing”. he said.

Betbunia station is used to
maintain communication with
the UK, Singapore. Hong
Kong. Japan, the USA,
Pakistan, Germany, Dubai. Abu
Dhabi, Saudt Arabla, Burma,
Canada, Egypt. Italy, Iran,

| and some other countries.

NEW DELHI, Apr 30: Two Indian warships have
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ocean liner with 800 aboard n the
ol Bungol iy & cycione: Tmthbind & of s, Ths Shipping

Corporation of
|slands

steering after pounding

waves six metres (18 feet) high smashed into it while #t was
caught in a cyclonic storm. P11 said. reports AFP

Lebanese Forces to surrender

and other arms from today.
for a government plan to

Lebanon's second strongest militia

Socialist Party (PSP). started giving up its arms at
the weekend and other militias have already fallen into line

with the

plant o rid Lebanon of the militias that tore It apart

in 15 years of civil war reports Reuter.

Foreign Minister |

to visit Japan
Star Report

Foreign Minister ASM
Mustafizur Rahman will visit
Japan in the first week of this
month to take part in a meet-
ing of the ministerial-level co-
ordinating cell of Least

Countries (LDC), to
be held in Tokyo.

The debt problems of LDCs
at the meet which will get to
know from Japan the outcome
of leading industrialised na
tions’ G-7 meeting recently
held in Washington.

This will be Mustafizur
Rahman's first official visit
abroad as Foreign Minister. He

will be accompanied by high-
level officials.

Hasina's call
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tubewells for supply of pure
drinking water, [ood.
medicines and medical teams
to the affected areas.

Sheikh Hasina called upon
the wealthy people, different
charity organisations, foreign
states and organisations to
come forward to help the dis-
tressed humanity.

She directed the leaders
and workers of Awami League
and its affilated organisations
to conduct relief operations.

Awami League has consti-
tuted a coordination commit-
tee, headed by Sheikh Hasina,
to conduct reliefl operations in
the cyclone battered areas.
Relief and social welfare secre-
tary of the party Mafizul Islam
Kamal will act as its convenor.

The committee was formed
in a meeting ol the party
Working Committee on
Tuesday. The meeting called
upon the Government to send
necessary relief and rehabilita-
tion materials to the cyclone-

affected areas on war-time
emergency basis.

The meeting decided to
scnd a medical team to the af-
fected areas. It will be led by
the party’'s assistant publicity
and publication secretary Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohtuddin.

It directed the district and
thana committees of the party
in the cyclone -hit areas to
send reports of damages to the
central office.

High-powered body
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gency relief committee with
the Prime Minister as (its
Chairperson. Other members
of the committee are the
Minister for Education, the
Minister for Health and Family
Welfare, the Minister for Local
Government and Rural
Development, the Minister for
Energy. the Minister for
Communications, the Stale
Minister for Relief, The Chief
of the Army Staff, the Chief of

and the Chief of Air
orces, the Principal
to the President. the
Cabinet Secretary, the
Prlncirll Staff Officer, the
Relie Secretary and
Secretaries of the other con-

The committee has been
given full authority to take
necessary decisions o meet
the emergency. The commit-
tee will meet today (Wed-
nesday) morning.

The council directed the
concerned ministries and

to collect full infor-
mation about the extent of
damage caused and to intensify
relief measures.

The council was informed
that dry food had already been
air in the affected ar-
cas. council asked the
concerned authorities to air-
drop more dry food tn the al-
fected areas immediately.

The president sanctioned
Taka five crore for immediate
relief

0 international community for
immediate help o the affected

people.

Vehicles
stranded at
Aricha

About 65 night coaches
were stranded overnight at
Aricha, Nagarbari and Daulatdia
ghats as ferry services were
suspended Monday night when
a devastating cyclone hit the
country. reports UNB.

Witnesses said about 3,000
passengers Including women
and children passed the whole
night in their vehicles in seri-
ous inconvenience.

Although ferry services re-
sumed this morning. the
queue of buses and trucks
could not be cleared tll this
afternoon as day coaches put
additional pressure on the
ferries.

many trucks loaded with
perishables and medicines
bound for diarrhoea-affected
areas in northern and southern
regions were also stranded.

Speaker along
with Leader of
the Opposition visits
affected areas

Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Leader of the
position Sheikh Hasina on
visited the cyclone af-
fected areas of Bhola,
Patuakhali and Barisal and the
worst hit areas of Manpura and
Char Fashion islands, reports
BSS.

Education Minister Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Commerce Minister Keramat
All, Tofael Ahmed. MP. Abul
Hasnat Serniabat, MP and
Major (Retd) Hafizuddin. MP,

accompanied them during the
visit

In a government helicopter,
the Speaker and the Leader of
the Opposition flew low over
the affected areas of these
southern districts and saw the
trail of devastation left by the
cyclone.

They landed at Manpura,
Char Fashion, Rangabali and
Patuakhali district -
ters and talked to the peop
and the members of local ad-
ministration enquiring about
the loss of ltfe and extent of

L)

ventive measures and

preparedness taken.
May Day
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they said and urged the gov-
ernment to take sie W
lessen the sufferings of
journalists.



