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held for collecting

tolls from shops
By DU Correspondent

Police arrested Nurul Islam
Babu. a student of Dhlku:
University and an associale
Obhi-Niru group Monday from
Shahbagh arca for alleged in-
volvement in collecting tolls
from

T
President of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Rahman Hall
Students Union was first
caught by the shopkeepers and
some activists of JCD.

Later they handed him over
to the nearby Police Control
Room.

Nurul Islam Babu was stay-

ing out of the us since
November last year for his in-
volvement with Obhi-Niru
group.

IMF agreement
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Board of governors of the IMF.
The amendment aims at
taking appropriate measures
efaulting member
states. The measures include
the defaulting mem-
ber-state from voting on policy
matters, suspension of further
financial aid to it, withdrawal
from IMF of persons nomi-
nated by it and. in certain
cases, even cancellation of
membership.

The Council also agreed in
principle to accept the pro-
posal made by the Board of
Governors of the IMF for in-
creasing the quota of the
member-states. Appropriate
amendments in the Inter-
national Financial Organisation
Order 1972 are expected to be
brought about in due course,
the council observer.

The Council of Ministers

roved g new set of princi-

for leasing out ferry ghats
and ferry points under the
control of the IWTA. These

ghats and points, except four
of them, would henceforth be

lessee must publicly display
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cas like Pathargata trawlers
were used to evacuate people

to safety.

The Bhola district control
room told The Daily Star that
tidal surge overflowed a ten-
feet coastal embankment in
Manpura upazila.

People living inside the
embankment started leaving
the place following this.

In Moheshkhali, the coastal
embankment was breached by
the fury of storm surge in
Dhalghat union. About 600
families who lived in thatched
houses on the embankment
became shelteriess.

The upazila of Tajumuddin,
some areas of Char Fashon,
Char Zahiruddin, Goal Char,
and Char Kukri Mukri were
scverely affected by the cy-
clone and its accompanying

storm s :

m‘mlpura upazila has
been submerged by the surge.
A large number of schools and
dwellings have been damaged.
according to preliminary re-

In Patuakhali the worst hit
areas are Char Gangat. Char
Biswas, Char Montaj, Char
Kajal and Char Pukur,

One n was reported
killed in Galachipa following a
chest injury he recetved dur-
ing the storm. The district
control room said they knew
about the injury of a man.

Patuakhali district adminis-
tration sources said they could
not details about the ex-
tent of damage because they
could not go out due to the
storm.

Met employees at the
Khepupara ar Station re-

at around 8 pm Monday
that they could not go outside

Hasina: Relief
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Coming out from an emer-
gency meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Party
(ALPP) at the Sangsad Bhaban,
Sheikh Hasina told BSS that
we all, frrespective of party,
should engage ourselves unit-
edly to the task of mi tl.nf
sufferings of the people al-
fected by the calamity. She
hoped that Almighty Allah
would help us .

The emergency meeting,
she said, discussed the cyclone
situation.

The Leader of the
Opposition urged the govern-
ment to take all measures an a
war footing to save lives and
property in the coastal areas.

Sheikh Hasina said she had
talked to the administration of
several coastal districts where
cyclonic storm had already

started hitting in the Mnlng._‘

RAJUK plots
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negative. He however, said that

44 were allotted plots
mmﬁr:hmlﬂﬁuf 1986.

-

government and public ser-
vices and in such other fields

Rahman, Enayetullah Khan, Lt
Col. H.M.A. Gaffar and Lt Col
Saiful Huq.

At Banani residential area
allotments were given to Major

bir Ahmed, N. Anwarul
slam. Mrs. Anita Dey. Dr A

Fatema Chowdhury, Late Sahah
Abu Zafar Muhammad Saleh
(Pir Shahib of Sarsina), Mrs.
Barnu, Dr. AT.M. Saifur
Rahman, Mrs Saima Jalil and
Mizanur Rahman Mizan.

Those who got allotment at
Baridhara Residential area are :
Ahmed Fazal, AK.M. Mahmud
and Major General Kazi Golam
Dastagir (Retd).

At Uttara residential area,
Mrs. Shiulee Begum, Mrs.
Anwara Begum, Enayet Hossain
Chowdhury, Enam Ahmed,
Abdur Rahim Azad, A.S M.

Yasin Arabi, Mrs. Syeda
Khaleda Shah Halim Col
Rahman Munshi got al-

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in the Chair.
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to observe the direction and

the speed of wind. said
they saw the tin-rool of a
school house blown away.

The Cox's Bazar and

its ad areas were sub-
merged in the surge. About
10,000 ple were earlier
shifted to cycione shelters and
other safer places. Some 42
ships including three foreigp
vessels were stranded between
Chittagong Port and its outer
anc :
Twenty thousand people of
Sandwip were taken to cyclone
shelters. None could be evac-
uated from Urirchar as the sit-
uation deteriorated rapidly.
Urirchar was the worst hit by
the May 24 cyclone of 1986.

In Sonagazl and

Dagonbhutyan upazilas of Feni
district there was extensive

damage of property.

The Ministry of Reliel and
Rehabilitation announced .allo-
cation of cash and other relief
materials including rice and
wheat for 24 upazilas in 12
coastal districts for people af-
fected by the cyclone and the
storm surges.

The Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society has taken
preparations for reliefl opera-
tians in the affected areas.

Cyclone Preparedness
Programme sources said con-
trol rooms have been opened

in the coastal upazilas.

The district control room of
Noakhali said the situation in
Noakhali Sadar, Hatiya and

Companyganj was alarming.

In Pirojpur people living in
outlying Majerchar were evac-
uated.

7 killed in Punjab
Sikh militants shot and

killed four members of a fam-
ily for lodging complaints with

the police accusing militants of
extorting money [rom vil-
lagers. police said Monday.
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TNDER SHELTER: Rain and wind due to the impact of the cyclone compelled many people to

Khaleda may
visit S. Arabia
in May
Star Report

Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia is likely to visit
Saudi Arabla in the middle of

An invitation by the Saud

.ﬂernmcnt is being carried to
by a special Saudi envoy,

who was a former Saudi am-
bassador to Bangladesh, reli-
able sources said.

This would be her first for-
eign visit as the Prime
Minister.

Begum Zia, accompanied by
other high officials. is also
likely to make a brief visit to
Kuwait on her way back.

Sources close to the Prime
Minister also said that she is
likely to address the 46th
United Nations General
Assembly in September.

The Foret Minister will
lead the delegation
to the Uni Nations.

'One third of budget
from own resources’

VANCOUVER (Canada), Apr
29 : Finance and Planning
Minister M. Saifur Rahman
said the target of his govern-
ment was to have one-third of
the development budget fi-
nanced from its own resources
by 1995, reports BSS,

Wind and rain
In City
By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka city experienced
rainfall accompanied with
gusty and squally wind [rom
Monday afternoon under the
impact of the cyclonic storm
that crossed the Chittagong
Cox's Bazar coast last night.

The intensity of rainfall and
wind was steadily increasing
tll our go to press in the

I early hours of today (Tuesday).
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take refuge under wayside sheds in the city yesterday.
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widely alluvial and low-lying.
Incoming storm-induced
waves are pressed into the
funnel-shaped Bay of Bengal.
The large expanse of shal-
low water overlying the conu-
nental shell. and the 10-to- 18-
foot h astronomical tidal
range from the east to the
west coastline add to raise the
storm induced sea level
This cyclone was more
worse than the cyclone of Nov
28, 1988 that hit the Khulna
region. About 4,000 people
were counted killed and 6000
were listed missing. Damage to
crops and houses was co
Another major cyclone hit
sh on May 25, 1986.
sands of inhabitants of
Urirchar were washed away by
the storm surge of that cy-

clone. The death toll was
10,000,

Records show that No-
vember 12, 1970 cyclone had

caused storm surges between
10 to 33 feet

There were two severe cy-

Ba

clones in the year 1965. A total

of 19.270 people including
14,193 were killed in Barisal
alone in a cyclone that hit on
the night of May 11.

Another cyclone hit the
Cox's Bazar-Teknal coasts
killing about 1000 people on
December 14 the same year.

A total of 11,5620 people
were killed in a cyclone that
crossed the Chittagong-Cox's
Bazar coasts on May 28, 1963,

The maximum windspeed
was 125 miles per hour in
Chittagong and 102 miles per
hour in Cox's Bazar during that
cyclone.

On May 9, 1961 a cyclone
hit the Meghna estuary killing
11,468 people. The maximum
windspeed was 90 to 92 miles
per hour. .

In 1960 another cyclone hit
Chittagong with a maximum
windspeed of 125 miles per
hour. A total of 8,149 people

— Star photo

| Worst in 20 years

were killed in that cyclone on
October 30.

Over 3000 ople were
killed in yet cyclone in
the Meghna estuary on October
9. 1960.

A cyclone hit Chittagong in
October 1897 sweeping away
14,000 people. Another
18,000 people died in a sub-
sequent epidemic.

Another cyclone that hit the
Meghna estuary in October
1876 caused enormous loss in
life and property. The storm
surge was as high as 45 feet.
The number of deaths was,
however, not recorded.

Iin 1822, 40,000 people
were killed and one lakh heads
of cattlc lost in a severe cy-

clone unm-l ! in May.
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the issue on May 1, has
ferred the meeting due to
emergency arising out of
cyclone.

BNP is also contemplating a
dialogue between the Leader of
the House and the Leader of
the on this fssue.

Prime Minister Begum

Zia may invite Sheikh
Hasina and other opposition
members of Parliament before
the conclusion of the current
session to a Eid reunion func-
tion, which may open the door
for series of meetings between
the two major parties.

There exist differences of
opinion among the BNP lead-
ers over the form of govern-
ment . While some of them
favour the ntary form,
there are gthers who would
like to see the continuation of
the present presidential sys-
tem, albeit by conceding more
powers to the Jatiya .

Sources close to the BNP
chairperson said she had not
yet decided her course of ac-
tion and she might invite open
discussion on the issue at the
BNP PP meeting to be held at
a convenient time.

BNP MP Lt col (retd) Akbar
Hossain raised the issue in the
last meeting of the BNPPP. Dut
the fssue was dropped without
claborate discussion. Akbar
said the co-untry was con-
fronting three burning issues
— political, law and order and
cconomic. He said without re-
solving the political issue the
two other issues could not be
settled.

He said, of late, there has
been a growing tendency

de-
the
the

1 among certain sections of the

people to believe that the ex-
isting presidential system
breeds autocracy. He pointed
to the bad experience under
nine years' misrule by the
Ershad regime.

But Akbar also condemned
Awami League's unilateral
move to change the form of
government by saying "It is
nothing but a political stunt, as
the party has not bothered to
explore the possibility of a dia-
logue with BNP on this mat-
ter.”

He said BNP also could dis-
cuss the Constitution amend-
ment bill to be brought by the
Awami League and take steps
to place a bill with similar
purpose by the treasury bench
alter reaching a national con-
sensus, He also said that he
danger of floor crossing by the
MP's in a parliamentary system
could be restrained by another
amendment to the Consti-tu-
tion. ,

Political observers said that
if would be difficult for BNP to
go for any sort of amendments
to the Constitution without a
consensus among all the par-
ties. Because without the sup-
port of Awami League BNP will
require the support of both
Jatiya Party and Jamaat to
amend the Constitution. But
any amendment by BNP keep-
ing the form of government as
it is now will not get support
either from Awami League or
from Jamaat.

Meanwhile the small parties
which are in favour of a con-
sensus between Awami League
and BNP alleged that Awami

¢ did not want to share
the credit of changing the
form of government with any
other party. Awami League has
already rejected a proposal to
form a committee to negotiate
with BNP this issue.

JSD leader Shahjahan Siraj
told The Daily Star that the
unilateral dectsion of Awami
League might pardise the
fate of the bill proposed for
changing the form of govern-
ment.
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The Midnight File

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 29: The five permanent members
of the Security Council today considered a British

that the United Nations send a

refugees
diplomats from the five —

in northern | once allled

proposal
police force to guard Kurdish

United States, France,

the Soviet Union and China — said a Security Council
resolution was not being considered at this stage, reports

Reuter.

|/ No plan to fix minimum

prices for raw jute

Star Economic Report

State Minister for Jute
Abdul Mannan Bhutyan told the
Jatiya Sangsad (parliament)
Monday the government had
no plan to fix mintmum prices
for raw jute during the current
SCAsON.

Rep to a question from
Kh M. Islam Bachchu
(Kurigram-1), the State
Minister said the price of jute
depends on uction and
demand, both domestic and
external

He observed it was not
possible to ensure minimum
statutory prices for raw jute at
the level because of
"middlemen” operations be-
tween the growers and the
actual users. The sales and

rchases should be left to a

ree inter-play " of market
forces on demand and supply
sides.

The State Minister in reply
to another question from
Principal M. M. Nazrul Islam
(Bhola-4), said raw jute ex-
ports between July 1 and April
2] in fiscal 1990-91 total
13.54 lakh bales. He stated
that quantum of raw jute ex-
ports stood at 20.64 bales
in 1989-90. Exports were
26.62 lakh bales in 1973-74
and 15.49 lakh bales in 1974-
75, he added.

Answering a question from
Col. (retd) Shaukat Ali
(Shariatpur-2), Abdul Mannan

Present form of
govt cant fulfil
hopes: Jamaat

By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh
Monday said it was the respon-
sibility of all parties, especially
the ruling party. to bring nec-
essary amendment in the
Constitution for opening the

path to parliamentary democ-

l'.ma"f![:h second day of the
meeting of Jamaat Central

Majlish Shura asked the 5th
Jatiya Sangsad to play a vital
role in giving institutional
shape to the accountable
democratic system which has
been flourish him in the coun-
try after a fair and peaceful

election.
The meeung viewed that

the present presidential form
of nt could not fulfil
the hopes and aspirations of
the people and achieve the
of democratic movement.
The Jamaat meeting urged
all parties to play positive role
in amending the Constitution
by sinking party interest. It
said it is possible to carry out a
concerted effort on the ques-
tion of form of government .
The meeting asked all
members of paritament (MPs)
to work for political stability.
The meeting felt it was easy
for dictatorship to thrive in
the present Constitution be-
cause the same person is the
head of the state and the gov-
ermmment. The tenure of the
National Parliament depends
on his will and the ministers
are mere advisers under him,
the meeting said.

Kurdish guerillas
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headquarters in Zakho with
British, Dutch and French mil-
itary officials and about a dozen
leaders of the Iragli Kurdish
las. He said the guerillas,
as the Pesh Merga, or
"those who face death,” were
refusing to let Kurds retum to
Iraq, -p:.rcnﬂy because they
did not believe salfety was as-
sured.

After the meeting. the Lop
guerilla leader, identified only
as Gen. All, was taken by US
forces to one of the main
checkpoints

Bhuyian said. about 47 lakh
bales of raw jute were pro-
duced in the country in 1990-
91. He estimated total

in current fiscal year at

16 lakh bales.
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Shetkn’ Fazhl Rarim Selim
(Gopalganj-2). the State

Minister informed the House
demand for Bangladesh jute
had not fallen in the interna-
had been a drop In overall

global demand for jute and jute
goods

He said efforts were being
made to create awareness,
among the users of jute about
the beneficial effects of the
natural fibre and the harmiful
effects of artificial fibres to
stabilise jnternational jute de-
mand. The International Jute

Organisation (WO) has taken
initiatives in this context, he

added.
He placed before the House
detailed statistics on the

countries exports, in both
value and volume terms, from

1971-72 to 1990-91 (upto
April 21).
On as Abdul

Mannan Bhufyan said exports
of jute goods totalled three
lakh tons between July 1 and
April 21 in fiscal 1990-91.
Answering another sup-
plementary on unsold stocks of
jute goods the clo-
sure -of jute mills, the State
Minister said steps were being
taken to export more jute
goods. He added there were
some dislocations in jute
goods export in current
year because of the Gulf situa-
ton.

Hasina resents
pressure for CU
VC's resignation

Awami League Chief Shetkh
Hasina expressed her grave
concern over the pressure be-

ing put from a powerful -
ter for the resignation of the

Chittagong University Vice
Chancellor Prof. Alamgir
Mohammed Sirajuddin, repor-
ts BSS.

Jamuna Bridge
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tion work of the flood control
embankment-cum-road on the
ecasiern bank of the river

Jamuna began on January 14,
1991 as a part of the Jamuna

Multipurpose Bridge Project.
H:P told the House that

and approach roads on both
banks of the river had not yet

begun.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary from Shetkh
Selim (Gopalganj-2) the Com-
munications Minister said,
construction of the bridge pro-
ject would involve a total cost
of Taka 2500.90 crore inchud -
ing Taka 1603.80 crore in for-
eEn Elﬂw
uh.n another su -
men - O Ahmed the
House that the bridge would
have four lanes for mo-
tor vehicles. Rail tracks would
be laid later on one of its four
lanes, he added.

Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway
The Communications Minis-
ter informed the House that
the development work on the

Dhaka-Chittagong H WO~
uld be completed June
199]1. He was o a
uestion from lauddin
:.m,, (Noakhalt-3).



