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Upazila roundup
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Property worth
Tk one crore
gutted
From Our Correspondent

ril 29: Property worth
‘Ihktpun: crore was damaged
in a devastating fire that broke
out at Uttar Birohalli village
under J Upazila recently.
it is t that the ::
originated from a kitchen
engulfed the neighbouring
dwelling houses. Eightysix
poultry s and other valu-
ables were burnt to ashes.

The fire brigade could not
take the fire under control due

to non-availability of water
sourees.

RAJSHAHI

Fire stations
needed

From Our Correspondent
April 29: Absence of fire
stations in nine upazilas of the
district has been causing im-
mense loss to the property and
lives every year.
At present, there are ‘two
fire stations only in Rajshahi
city and university. When the
fire b nnel from
city university reach the
places of occurrence after long
drive nothing remain to be ex-
tinguished by the firemen.
Last year fire incidents
caused heavy damage to prop-
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to absence of fire sta-

Local people urged the gov-
emmient to set up fire stations
in upazilas to save the life and

property from hazards of fire.
BARGUNA

41 projects
taken up

April 29: Fortyone projects
have been taken up at a cost of
Taka 40 lakh for implementa-
tion in three wupazilas of
Barguna district under annual

development programme in

BSS

According to an official
source, the projects include
construction reconstruc-

t of education in-
stitutions.

Of the projects four are be-
ing implemented in Barguna
sadar upazila, three each in

ta and Be upazi-
las. Besides, 31 pn:slcu’:fll
be ented in Barguna

29: of agricul-

land is dec rapidly
due to rampant use of chemi-
cal fertilizers

turn yellowish and

due o ﬂ!lnln
tUmes doses of fertiliz
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production.

RAJSHAHI
Bail prayer
rejected
April 29: The City
Magistrate Court yesterday re-

cted bail prayer of a big
usinessman arrested on

Saturday, for the fifth time, on
charges of smuggling, reports
UNB

A BDR squad, led by 20th
battalion Commander Major
Bari himself, nabbed DK Boshk
from the district court

premises yesterday.

He was allegedly flogged in
public after the arrest. Major

Bari has earned reputation as

"terror” for smugglers.
Boshak, who runs an elec-

tronics business in the city, a
few kilometres from country's
northern border with India,
was also thrown behind the
bars four timeés earlier on
charges of involvement in the
cross-border trade.

Everytime, he came out of
prison with High Court verdict
in his favour on writ petitions.

MADARIPUR

6 godowns
unfit for
storage

April 29: Six godowns of
food department in sadar
upazila of the district have be-
come unfit for storage due to
lack of maintenance, reports
UNB.

Officials said the godowns at
Charmunguria, built in 1956,
are in a pitiable state and de-
veloped cracks and innumer-
able pot holes on floors.

Walls of the are on
the verge of collapse and the
windows have either been

3 jailed for
hijacking

April 29: Three people
were awarded 10 years rigor-
ous imprisonment and fined
Taka 10,000 each, in default,
to suffer one year Rl more on
charges of hijacking, Court
sources said here today.

The prosecution story, in
brief, is that the accused
Morshed Alam Jhantu, Didarul
Alam and Bakul of Rampur vil-

under Sadar upazila looted
uables from some people on
Feni-Sonagazi road on April
15, 1988,
Police after investigation

charge-sheeted against ac-
cused.

After examining evidences
and records Assistant Sessions
Judge Abdur Razzaq Miah de-
;;utdtt:jndmtm&prﬂ

‘Bakul was trind 1 abeentia.

Lightning kills 2
Lightning killed two people
on the spot and injured two
other children at Taralia vil-
lage under Porshuram
sources said, the in-
cident occurred on April 23
when Jafar Ahmad an em-
ployee of local Sonali Bank
branch office and his uncle
Shafiqur Rahman along with
their children were enjoying
pastime in front of their \
Jafar (27) and Safiqur
_l:‘l:hn-.n (60) died instantly.
seriously injured Sumi (3),
and Shabbir (1), children of
the deceased Jafar were
rushed to the sadar hospital.

MAULVI BAZAR

Yet in another incident.
Sukurjan Bibi of village
Ut in sadar was
killed by his son Al re-
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An arm chair feeling : This tiny girl enjoying food sitting on a bending tree

e

-----

; .;I ',h e ____:.

. e SR ;
ranch over a

canal at Noakhali while her mother washing linen in water and cautioning the girl to come

| down.

—Star photo by Shafiuddin Bitu

Problems grip Bajitpur

KISHOREGANJ, Apr 29
The inhabitants of Bajitpur

poura area have been facing
""" a host of problems which

include deplorable condition of

roads, inadequate street lights,
absence of proper drainage
system. shortage of accommo-
dation, lack of proper sanitary
arrangement, mosquito men-
ace, frequent power fatlure and
absence of recreational facili-
ties and housing.

The town in being ex-
panded with the increase of
population but the poura au-
thority fails to provide with
minimum civic facilities to the
town dwellers.

Most roads in the
pourashava area are narrow
and uneven. Cracks and pot-
holes have developed at many
points. Even after slight rain-
fall these roads become muddy
and slippery, rainwater re-
mains s t on the roads
causing difficulties to both

trians and vehicular traf-
c. Moreover the road side
ditches remain filled with
fiiths and garbages are not
cleaned regularly which has

From Our Correspondent

gradually turned into the
mosquito breeding centres.

Absence of proper drainage
system is another problem for
the people of the town.
Rainwater accumulates and
remain stagnant on the roads
causing serious health hazard
to the inhabitants.

Most of the street lights in
the poura area have no bulbs.
As a result, the areas plunge
into darkness just after sunset
giving rise to anti-social activi-
tes.

Acute shortage of houses
poses a great problem to the
people. New houses are not
constructed in proportion with
ﬂ: increasing number of peo-
ple.

The pitiable condition of
the ordinary hotels and restau-
rants is dangerous for the pub-
lic health. Adulterated lg:d
stuffs are freely sold in open
places of the pourashava area
which is not checked by the
poura authority.

There is no recreational fa-
cilities for children or elderly

people except a cinema hall.

Conservancy service

The conservancy service of
the poura area is not satisfac-

tory. There is no public la-
trines or urinals in the town.
Most roads are dirty and full of
garbages. There s no ar-
rangement to clean the roads

regularly.
Waiting sheds

Absence of waiting sheds at
the bus stands cause much in-
convenience to the travellers.
The bus stands have no Ja-
trines and urinals. During rainy
season the bus stands turn into
water pools after slight rainfall.

Mosquito menace in the
town area has assumed an

alarming proportion causing
untold su s to the town
dwellers.

The pourashava authority,
however, seems to have turned
into a deafl ear to the public
demand for immediate solu-
tion to these problems though
they are taking taxes in en-
hanced rate every year from
the tax payers.

Rq]shahl City Corporation can

meet 50 pc water demand

RAJSHAHI. Apr 29: Acute
scarcity of pure drinking wa-
ter has been prevailing in
Rajshahi city area. Rajshahi

City Corporation now supplies
only 27 lakh lons water
dl.l.f;' to its dwe

st a
mand for 60 lakh gallon per
. The daily deficit of drink-
water is 33 lakh gallons.

2

Eleven

:
5_
3

peliled from local Ala
Madrasha centre since the be-
ginning of the examinations
April 21 for unfatr
means, reports UNB.

are not getting drinking

As a result,

From Our Correspondent

it may be mentioned here
that there are about five lakh
inhabitants in the city but
more than 50 per cent people
waler
supplied by the authority. They
have to collect from river,
canal, ponds etc.

The d water sup-
plied through pipes by the

tion contain heavy iron
and other impure substances
not compatible with digestion.
people have been
suffering from various gastro-
intestinal diseases , it s
learnt.

The City Corporation
sources told his correspon-
dent that a scheme of Taka
10.560 crore for implementing
water treatment plant and wa-

ter supply project to meet the

repair the tubewell. -

According to an official
source, one of the house
(deep tubewell) out of three
went out of order. An amount
of Taka 10 lakh is required to
repair the tubewell But there
is no fund available with the
local authority concerned

Notes from
Madaripur

Drug addicts are increasing
in Madaripur town.

It is learnt that a large number
of youths is being addicted to
liquor and sedatives which are
being sold by some dishonest

drug shop T at exorbi-
tant rates without any pre-
scriptions. As a result to pro-

cure money for the purchase of

drugs the drug addicts are en-
gaged in anti-social activities.

Teacher shortage
At least 37 posts of primary
school teachers have been ly-
ing vacant for a long time in
four upazilas of the district
Due to the sh of the
teachers the universal primary

education programme has
been facing a set back in these

upazilas.
Eyes gouged out

Both the eyes of Moazzem
were gouged out by some mis-
creants recently.

According to the Rajior po-
lice some unidentified miscre-
ants g out both the eyes
of Moazzem and left the victim
in front of the Ishob Union
Parishad office uudpc':‘r Rajior
u

It is further learnt that the
victim committed several da-
coities looting, murders and
created terror in different ar-
eas of the district. He was
wanted Madaripur and

Gopa]gnnjb;ohm since long.

One killed

One person was killed and
another seriously injured in a
clash at Kochari under
Kalkini upazila in the district
recently.

According to the witnesses,
the clash ensued between the
two rival groups over the se-
lection of the site for slaugh-
tering a cow on the Eid day.
They picked up a quarrel and
one Fazal Mollah (45) was
struck with a sharp weapon by
an opponent who died on the
spot. Another person Anwar
Hossain Mollah received seri-
ous injuries. He was rushed to
the Madaripur hospital.

No one has been arrested so
far, a case has been registered
with the Kalkini police in this
connecton.

Unemployment

Unemployment
has increased in the four
upazilas of the district where
total population is about 15
lakhs. Of them 15 per cent are
dependent on agriculture, 20
per cent engaged in different
occupations and the rest 30

per cent are fully unemployed.

1100 tubewells
lying inoperative
in Manikganj

MANIKGANJ, Apr 29 :
About 1100 hand driven. shal-
low and deep tubewells in the
district have been inop-
erative due to abno fall in
ground water level, reports
UNB.

According to Public Health
Engineering (PHE) depart-
ment here, water level in
Daulatgur. Saturia. Hariram-
pur, Shibalaya. Shingair and

Sadar upazilas went down to
30 to 40 feet.

Officials fear almost all the
tubewells in the district will be

rendered inoperative if water
level goes down further,

Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation
sources here said about 35 per
cent tubewells used for irriga-
tion in seven u of the
district have already gone out
of order.

PHE has started sinking of
about 500 hand driven tube-
wells in different areas of the
district to solve the drinking
water problem.

Meanwhile, persisting
in the district has al-

ready hampered Irri-Boro -

duction on a vast tract of

here

problem

| Boro crops on
damaged in

HABIGANJ, Apr29: Stan-
ding Boro crops on 14,136
acres of land in five upazilas of
the district were due
to natural calamities like
tornado, nor'wester and on

rush of flood waters, Tm
UNB. According to official
sources, 3,660 acres in
Habiganj Sadar, 1,866 acres in

in

Baniachang, 3,820 acres
Lakhai, 560 acres in Bhumibal

and 4,240 acres
damaged.

Mﬂmg hn: large number of
dwe ses was

by the tornado and mrwmw
that swept those five u

from the beginning of the cur-
rent season.

Official sources said 7,673
houses in Sadar, 291
in Habiganj Pourashava, 7,384
houses in Lakhai upazila were
razed to the ground.

The affected people have
urged the authorities to pro-
vide them with relief materials
and take necessary scheme for
their early rehabilitation.

Eight uplift projects under-
taken in pourashava areas are
nearing completion.

Acco to sources, the
projects ude construction
of culverts, roads and re-exca-

vation of some dried up
canals.

About Taka 32 lakh have al-
ready been spent for the im-
plementation of the works.

The uplift works are ex-
pected to be completed by May
this year. With the implemen-
tation of the projects commer-

14,135 acres
Habigani

vast areas in Bhuarmara,
. rak-
m and
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PABNA, Apr 29 : The
mosquito menace has made
the life miserable in Pabna
Pourashava and other ining
areas since last few w;‘j.k;

People are not spared even
at day time. No one can sit
peacefully in public places, of-
fices, mosques and houses due
to mosquito bite. Immediately
after sunset people take shel-

Founding
anniversary

From Our Correspondent
KURIGRAM. Apr 29 : The

ninth founding anniversary of

Samprotick Shilpi Gosthi, a
literary, cultural and social
welfare organisation of
Kurigram was observed re-
cently in a befitting manner.

In this connection an elabo-
rate p was chalked
out which included painting

competition, cultural competi-
tion, recitation. discussion
meeting and cultural function.
A large number of children of
the locality took part in differ-
ent events of the competition
arranged by the Gosthi. The
competition was divided into
two groups.

After the competition
prizes were distributed among
the successful competitors by
Mr. Ashit Kumar Nandee
(Niloo), the
Gosthi.

In this connection a discus-
sion meeting was also
which was chained by t
Kumar Nandee while Prof.
g:-ﬂm Kumar Rudra, Mr.
abuddin, among others,

spoke.

President of

Eid reunion

Eid reunion was held at
Kurigram government college
recently.

In this connection an at-
tractive discussion meeting
was held at the Professors
common room with Sk. Abu
Bakar Siddique, Principal-in-
charge of the college in the
chair. Among others, Prol
Tofel Uddin, Prof. Mahbubar
Rahman, Prof. Nural iglam,
Alhaj Yunus Ali, Mr. Nizam
Uddin, Mr. Golam Rabbani
Chowdhury and Mr. Azizul
Haque Khan participated in
the discussion. It was rounded
offl with a tea-party.
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road

ter under
The worst su
SSC examinees. :

They cannot study till late
night due to horrible bites of
mosquitoes.

Uncleaned drains, s
roadside ditches, derelict
ponds are the main
centres for the mosquitoes.
Besides, the Ichamati has lost
its flow. The garbage and dirt
of the river have given rise to
mosquitoes by producing wa-
terhyacinth. These insects also
in large numbers in the
side ditches and derelict
r;nda which are full of water-

aci

ito curtains.
rers are the

nth. The kutcha and
semi-pucca latrines of the
Pourashava area emits bad
odour all the time multiplying
the number of itoes.
People of the Pabna
Pourashava area have urged the
authority concerned to take
immediate steps to eradicate
mosquitoes and mitigate the
sufferings of the people.

Power supply
erratic 1n
Bhola

BHOLA, Apr 29 : Erratic
power supply is hampering
production in Industrial sec-
tor.

Fluctuations in power sup-

are causing numerous suf-
rings to the residents spe-
cially to the students prepar-
ing for the examinations.
Besides, it also damage differ-
ent electrical goods and bulbs
causing loss to the
subscribers. Prices of the
essential goods like flour and
oll have marked an upward

trend due to loss of produc-
ton.

Street lights are seldom
seen lighted in the Pourasava
area. As a result most lanes and
bylanes have become the ren-
dezvous of evildoers and anti-
social activities.

JP rally at
Jaipurhat



