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about six miles (9.6 kilometers) from the Turkish

border, on the outskirts of the town of Zakho.
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n Community ) Foreign Ministers agreed in

-Les-Bains. Sunday to step up for arms control
in unstable regions—particularly in
reports

l'nn.tgn Minister Jacques Poos, speaking for the

Luxembourg presidency of the EC, said the community was
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kept by the United Nations.
The which is to be presented to the UN later this
year, involves controls of arms exports, with special

atten to arms of mass destruction such as nuclear,
biologic, chemicals and missile-borne weapons.

suspects in a for Leftist rebels who have killed more

than 50 people in past week, AFP reports from Lima.
Police said had arrested 1,460 men, 931 women and

52 juveniles they were linked to subversive activities

Eighty-three of were handed over to a antf-
terrorist for their s irvolvement in the recent
attacks the others were the others were released

and Luo Guilty of staging the raid and
them to
Nine people were arrested early this month for looting the
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up of 24 (G-24) develpping countries that the
caught his collcagues by surprise and they wanted

more time to debate it

PYONGYANG, Apr 29 : To
thunderous :
Korea's hardline Stalinist
leader Kim {l-Sung exhorted
pariiamentarians from around
the world Monday to fight for

RIYADH, Apr 29 m
handed over 16 Kuwaitis
one hi to Saudi bor-
der authorities on Sunday, a
spokesman for the Intern-
ational Red Cross said, reports
Reuter.

Iraq has returned nearly
6,700 Kuwaiti detainees as
part of a teasefire ment
reached between allied and
Iraqi military officials.

Kuwaiti authorities have
given Iraqi officials lists of
5,000 missing citizens they
believe are still in Iraq. but

&ﬁnﬂ says it has no record
of number.
officials from both

sides are due to meet in
Rivadh on Monday to discuss
the exchange of remaining

prisoners and missing people.
International Red Cross of-
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an Iraqi hospital
problems.

ol Iraqi prisoners of war
(POWs] from Saudi Arabia was
stopped last Monday to enable
Saudi authorities to reorganise
their camps.

About 62,000 of 75,000
registered POWs have already
been released. The ICRC says
thousands do not want to go
home.

Iraq denied on Sunday it
was rebuilding its arms indus-
try with sanctions-busting
shipments arranged through a
secret purchasing operation
set up in Jordan.

The ministry of information
described a report in Britain's

Observer newspaper as part of
"a campaign of distortion and

propaganda against Iraq and a
probable move to prepare the
ground for some new measure

against the country.”
“The (United Nations

manned by US Army
the hospital, mainly for children s

ZAKHO (Iraq): Three Kurdish refugee mothers await medical attention for -:ir children at
doctors 28 April. Thousands of people seek help from
uffering from malnutrition and associated health

International

Trade) embargo blockade have

been so firmly and brutally fm-
plemented, that even food and
medicine are not allowed to
reach Iraq,” a spokesman said.

He added that the Iraqf
government was making every
effort to arrange food for its
people and rebuild facilities

damaged by the United States
and its Gulf War allies around
the country.

The Observer quoted
Jordanian sources as saying

‘Saddam Hussein had set up a

huge purchasing network in

Jordan to buy weapons and
equipment, banned by the UN
sanctions, to rebuild his war-
shattered arms industry.

It quoted US defence and
intelligence sources as saying
Iraq was smuggling in stocks
of spare parts and ammunition
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I1zzat Ibrahim tells forei@ journalisfs

TIKRIT (Irag,. Apr 29 :
Saddam Hussein's hometown
eelebrated his Sunday

with music, traditional dances
and official predictions that he
will be president for a long
tme to come, reports AP.

It was one of many celebra-
tions throughout the country
honoring Saddam on his 54th
birthday, the first since the
Gulf crisis brought Iraq to mili-
tary defeat, rebellion by Kurds
in the north and Shi'ite
Muslims in the south, and near
economic ruin.

Officials said the Tikrit
crowd was much smaller than
normal, but sald Saddam re-
mained popular. They at-
tributed the lower turnout to
transportation difficulties in
the war- country.

"The West would have to
kill 18 million Iraqts before
they could wound Saddam
Hussein,” said Izzat Ibrahim.
deputy chiairman of the ruling
Revolutionary Command
Council.

“What ned in the last
nine months to Iraq and
President Saddam Hussein

proves he is a legitimate leader

‘West will have to kill 18m
Iraqis to wound Saddam’

Iraqi people.” Ibr>aim said.

"He will be president for a
long. long time," said Abdul-
Razzak Kassem al-Hashem,
Minister of Higher Education
and former Ambassador to
France.

The officials spoke to a
group of foreign journalists on
a4 government-sponsored trip
o view the celebration.

The spectacle took place in
a stadtum with a paved parade
ground where schoolgirls in
bright-colored dresses danced
to music blaring from large

loudspeakers near a reviewing
stand

Bands playing bagpipes and
drums escorted the girls onto
the field. Speeches were made
and people chanted beneath a
huge portrait of Saddam rising
above the bleachers opposite
the reviewing stand, where
Ibrahim and other officials
waltched.

Saddam himsell toured
Baghdad. at one point getting
out of his car to shake hands.

according to state-run Baghdad
radio.

“The sons of the city were
happy with the . Prestident's

with clapping and singing, ex-
pressing their trust in a happy
and bright future under his
leadership.” the radio said.

A few thousand people at-
tended this year's event in
Tikrit. Normally, about
100.000 people from through-
out Iraq attend the celebra-
tion. said Sabah Adana. an or-
ganizer and dean of education
at the University of Tikrit.

He said this year, the eighth
such annual affair during
Saddam’'s 12-year rule, the
crowd was off drastically

"because of the transportation
problem.”

Gasoline shortages have
made transportation extremely
difficult, although rationing
ended Sunday and there were
many cars on the road between
Baghdad and Tikrit, 100 miles
(160 kilometers) to the north.

Scores of cars lined up in
front of gasoline stations, how-
ever, taking advantage of the
increased fuel supplies.

Ibrahim said Iraqts are still
behind Saddam despite the
ordeal of war and rebellion and
the economie trials caused by

16 Kuwaiti detainees

from North Korea and China.

Cargoes were being shipped
through Blnr‘fon. where they
were reloaded to disguise its
point of origin.

Shortly before the allied
forces launched their assault to
drive Iraq out of Kuwait in
Jan . the Unfted States ac-
cused North Korea of supply-
ing Baghdad with arms.
Pyongyang denied the charge.

The Observer said Saddam
was preparing his armament
factories to resume production
of weapons, ammunition and
armour plate, needed by the
Iraqi government to put an
end to Kurdish and Shi'ite re-
volts,

Purchases were being fi-
nanced by funds held by Irag
in Jordanian and Swiss bank
accounts set up before the Gulf
War, the report said.

Burmese troops
seize 18 Thai

workers

MAE SOT, Thailand, Apr
29: Burmese troops, ordered
by the Thai military to pull
back across the border, seized
18 workers at a Thai logging
camp, police and provi of-
ficlals said Monday, reports
Reuter.

They said the workers were
released 10 hours later after
negotiations between the two
sides,

About 60 Burmese soldiers
had raided the camp in Suring
Village. Mar Hong Son
province. on Sunday morning
and taken away five trucks as
well as the workers.

The Thai officials said the
Burmese were angry at being
told to withdraw from
Thailands.

About 200 troops crossed
the border in early April and
set up a base in a Thai
to strike from behind at anti-
government guerillas camped
along the frontier,

JKLF leader
arrested

SRINAGAR, India. Apr 29:
Indian Security Forces have ar-
rested a leader of the main
Kashmiri militant group fight-
ing for the independence of
the Himalayan region, police
said Monday. reports Reuter.

They said Muhammad
Saleem. Deputy Chief Comm-
ander of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front
(WJKLF), was picked up during
raids on Sunday in Srinagar,
summer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir which is the only
Muslim majority state in
largely Hindu India.

Saleem succeeded to the
post last when JKLF mili-
tary chief Yaseen Malik and his
deputy, Sheikh Abdul Hameed.,

were arrested in a similar raid
in Sri i are still in a
Delhi jail detained without trial
under anti-terrorist laws.

Saleem had recently been

acting JKLF commander while
Malik's successor, Javed
Ahmed Mir. was on the

Pakistani side of the line that
divides the one-third of
Kashmir ruled by Islamabad
from Jammu and Kashmir.

Mir has returned to the
Indian side of the line and ex-
pressed bitterness against
Pakistan in a recent interview
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Pink Army indeed

PRAGUE, (Czechoslovakia) : The last Red Army

tank in

Czechoslovakia looked Sunday like it belonged to the Pink

Army instead, reports AP.
The CTK news

agen
to Soviet soldiers who liberated
t and that police found a young man

painted pink overnigh

cy reported that the tank., a monument

in May 1945, was

nearby who produced a fake slip from the city government

authorizing his work.

The Prague mayor's office issued a statement condemning
what it called an "act of vandalism.”

It said the World War Il vintage tank would be covered
until the paint can be removed "to spare he public the view of
the desecrated cultural memorial,” CTK reported.

Earlier, officials of the district where the tank is located

ha’ proposed auctioning it.

But President Vaclav Havel and many other people
protested, and the plan was canceled.

The Soviet Unjon is scheduled to complete its military
withdrawal from its former Warsaw Pact ally this summer.
The last of the Soviet tanks that were stationed in

Czechoslovakia left this spring.

CTK did not identify the young man, or say whether he had

Charles back in
the saddle

LONDON : For the first time since he shattered his arm in
a polo match 10 months ago. Prince Charles climbed back in

been arrested.

the saddle for a

pre-season polo warm-up Sunday, reports AP.

Only hours after returning from an official visit to Brazil,
the heir to the British throne played with friends from the
Cirencester Park Club at Aston Down, a short drive from his
Highgrove mansion in western England.

Polo manager Major Ronald Fergu

son, whose daughter

Sarah is married to Charles’ younger brother Andrew,
watched from the sideline along with dozens of camera crews

and reporters.

Charles, 43, broke his arm in two places in a fall last June
and had to undergo months of physical therapy, leading to

speculation that his polo-playing days were over.
Afterward, Charles said he was "very happy” with his
performance. His first official polo game will be May 16.

Highest honour
for Cardin

PARIS : French designe

r Plerre Cardin is being awarded

Japan's highest honour for his contributions to the J
fashion industry and promoting cultural exchanges between

Paris and Tokyo, reports AP.

Cardin, 69, will be given the Order of the Sacred Treasure,
Gold and Silver Star in a ceremony Monday at the Japanese

Embassy. the said

: Sunday.
One of the best-known fashion designers in the western
world, Cardin first visited Tokyo in 1957 to teach a course at

the Bunka Fashion College.

"Today, the Japanese have nothing left to learn in this

field, where

they've assumed a very important place.” Cardin

said. "But they all continue to come to Paris to present their

collections.”

Among his pupils were Kenzo and Hanae Mori. who went
on to become stars on the Paris fashion scene.

Cardin has visited Japan about 50 times since his first visit
and remains an honorary professor at Bunka Fashion College.

COLOMBO, Apr 29: The St
Lankan Monday said it
killed "Over 100" Tamil rebels
during a combined air and
ground offensive outside a key
northern military base over the
weekend, and lost 25 men
killed in action, reports AFP.

Troops moved a few hun-
dred meters (yards) out of the
Elephant Pass camp from its
southern boundary but by and
large the Liberation rs of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) continued
to occupy the surrounding
area, a spokesman said.

Helicopters destroyed a bus
and seven other vehicles
transporting militants to the
battle front just outside the
camp late Saturday as soldiers
came out of the base. a military

Lankan troops
slay 100 rebels

spokesman here said.

The troops were attempting
to break the blockade by the
LTTE and end continuous
harassing rocket attacks on

the camp, which commaads
the gateway to the LTTE's
main stronghold of Jaffna
Peninsula further north,

“We have lost 24 soldiers
and a young officer. About 50
soldiers were wounded and
have been evacuated by air for
treatment.” the spokesman
said.

He said troops at Elephant
Pass, which continues to be
supplied only by air. had ob-
served LTTE men building
more bunkers on the northern
and northeastern side of the
camp despite Saturday's battle

Sweden closing open

door for asylum
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When the Gulf War began. the
Foreign Ministry reflected

- the new attitude by an-
nouncing it would not t
asylum to American
trying to escape duty in
Kuwait or Imag.

Sweden, with a population of
8.5 million, has taken iIn

about 189,000 refugees in
20 years at a cost af hun-
dreds of milllons of dollars.
The largest single group
was from lran.

Opposition to the refugees has
grown and.for the first
time. a party with a cleer
anti-immigration platform
plans to contest the general
clection in Se ,

"Last year was a year." said
Peter Nobel, a government
ombudsman for ethnic dis-
crimination. “It started with

racist propaganda and a
wave of erimes direcied

against immigrants. There
was a lot of viclence also
against refugee centers
The new law would permit o
ceiling to be put on the

The government bill links

ref policy and foreign
aid in an effort to discour-
age people from fleeing
countries in turmodl.

"Many people don't escape po-
litical persecution. but war,
rowrty and social distur-

ances.” said Vivi
Samuelssen. a Laber
Ministry official. "They don't
t-lify as refugees under
the Geneva Contention and
should be able to see their
hope and future at home . *

In the past, it was easy for
Eastern Europeans to qual-
iy for asylum in Sweden on
humanitarian grounds. if
not political. Immigration

December 1989 however
after ethnic Turks from
Bulgaria overloaded the s
tem.

(Hundreds of Bangladeshis are

in Sweden M m
political asylum and

more are trying to
there ) ’ -



