The Sangsad resumed
its sitting Saturday at 3.12 pm

aflter the Friday-break with
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
in the chair, reports BSS,

The day’'s proceedings be-
gan with recitation from the

. Sheikh Hasina
At the outset of the day's
business, the Leader of the

Opposition Sheikh Hasina
drew the attention of the
aker regard the Wills
m Flower School situation.
Sheikh Hasina said, a dele-
tion consisting of the stu-
ts, the teachers and the

guardians of the school was

randum to the Speaker, _

Sheikh Hasina requested
the Speaker to allow the dele-
gation to handover the memo-
randum and send somebody to
receive them. -

The Speaker said that he
had already received the in-
formation and the Deputy
Speaker was requested to re-
ceive the memorandum on be-

The Speaker then took up
the order of the day.

Mohammad Nasim

After the question hour, the
Chief Whip of. Awami League
Parliamentary, Party,
Mohammad Nasim {Sirajgani)
took the floor on a point of
order and drew the attention
of the chair to the presence of
former minister and member
of parliament, Anwar Hossain,
who is facing a warrant of ar-
rest was also seen within the
house little while ago.

Nasim wanted to know
from the chair whether Anwar
Hossain had taken oath and
whether the warrant of arrest
against him had been with-
drawn. -

The Speaker said that
Anwar Hossain was an
honourable elected member of
. the House like the other
members. After election he
(Anwar) could take cath as per
the constitution.

The Speaker informed the
House that he had adminis-
tered cath to Hossain in the

At this stage, Sudangsh

. u
Shekhar Haldar (AL-Pirojpur)
took the floor and sald Anwar
Hossain had participated in
the clections from hiding be-
cause of warrant of arrests
against him.

Quoting rule 174 of the
rules of procedure. Haldar
wanted o know whether the
Speaker had given necessary
instructions that Anwar
Hossain could not be arrested
during the session.

Biswas said that none would
be able to arrest Anwar
Hossain from within the
precincts of the House without
obtaining the permission of
the Speaker. Nothing can be
said at the moment as to what
would happen later because
such a situation did not arise

the Speaker said.

journment motions
and call attention notices, he
had received on April 26 and

on Saturday .

He said all the eight notices
for adjournment motions had
been rejected. Out of 30 call
attention notices., only one
from Maulana Obaidul Hugq
(islamic Otkya Jote-Sylhet) on
ih:ﬂhpluiryoflndun;un
boats and Neval forces In 1o
Talpatti Island had been ad-
mitied

Referring 0 the large num-
ber of notices from the mem-
bers secking call attention and
adjournment motions. the
Speaker said that #t was a good

had receitved Saturday, the
Speaker said he would give his
decision on those notices to-
(Sunday).

dﬂ;l thiua::aqf Tofael Ahmed
wanted to know the fate of no-
tice of adjournment motion he
submitted on the deterforating
law and order situation.

The Speaker said he had al-
ready given the assurance that
he would gtve his decision re-
garding those today (Sunday) .

Abdur Razzak

Abdur Razzak (BAKSAL.-
Shariatpur) also wanted to
know the fate of his notice re-
garding some comments
against the independence and
sovereignty of the country pub-
lished in a Pakistani newspa-
per "The Nation". Razzak re-
called that the Deputy Leader
of the House Prol. Badruddoza
Chwodhury had given the as-

. surance that the issue would

be discussed in the House.

The Speaker said since the
Deputy Leader of the House
had given assurance, "we must
discuss the {issue 1in the
House."

Matiur Rahman Nizami

The leader of parliamentary
group of Jamaat-e-Islami,
Matiur Rahman Nizami
(Pabna), wanted to know the
fate of his notice on the
drought situation in the north-
ern region.

He referred to a news item
published in Saturday's Ittef;
and sald that the people :?
northern region had been fac-
ing acute water crisis due to
Farakka Barrage constructed
by India.

He said due to Farakka
Barrage. the people of north-
ern region had been experi-
encing flood in the monsoon
scason and drought during the
dry season.

The Speaker said he had al-
ready accepted one notice
Saturday on Talpatti situation
as per rules of procedure he
could not accept more than
one notice in a day.

As soon as the Speaker
switched over to legislative
business, Communications
Minister Olf Ahmed moved the
Motor Vehicles (Amendment)
Bill. 1991. for adoption.

Mostafizur Rahman

Advocate M. Mostafizur
Rahman (AL-Dinajpur) said the
amendment brought to the
Motor Vehicles Ordinance was
very sensitive and added thant
attempts had been made to ig-
nore the interests of the peo-
Ple in a very subtle way. He
said it was r{an to all that
bribery made it possible to run
unfit vehicles on the roads.

Rahman urged the chair not
to pass the Bill which was con-
lrary to the interests of the
people. Instead, he pleaded for
sending it to elicit public opin
fon.

Spcaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas then adjourned the
House for Asr prayer for 20
MinNutes

ceedings, describing his
statement as untrue.

Sircar said Tofael Ahmed
also supported Sheikh Hasina's
contention that Larma was not
a member of the 1972 con-
stituent ;

Taking the floor, Tofael said
he did not say that Larma was

" not an MC in 1972. He said he

had mentioned the name of
another MCA who later had
gone to Pakistan.

The State Minister for Land
read out the relevant portion
of the proceedings of the 1972
Constituent Assembly in sup-
port of his statement that
l.Larma was a member of the
He then urged the chair to
expunge the statement of
Sheitkh Hasina where in she
had described . Sircar's sub-
mission as untrue.

The Deputy Speaker as-
sured Sircar that his statement
would be recorded and said
that he would examine the rel-
evanl portion of Thursday's
proceedings and do the need-

ful.
Nazrul Islam

Speaking in support of his
demand that the bill be sent
for eliciting public opinion,
Principal M M Nazrul Islam
(AL-Bhola) wondered as to how
the present government could
place this anti-people bill in
the Jatiya Sangsad.

He said, the previous gov-
ernment had promulgated this
Ordinance to gain
larity among
trampling the interests of the
people . He said the Bus
Owners’ Association headed by
a Minister in that government
had realised its demands
through "gherao.”

He said if the bill was
passed it would offer "license
to the owners of buses and
mini-buses to kill people.” He
expressed his optimism that
the Treasury Bench would
withdraw the bill without al-
lowing it to be "the means and
mechanism of people’'s death.”

Azizur Rahman (AL-Moul-
vibazar) said it was a very tough
thing to get a fitness cer-
tificate for a vehicle when he
was a boy of only 12 (merely a
few decades hac{].

He said, road accidents
killing innocent people had
now become a day-today affair
in the country. He urged the
House to send the bill to illicit
public opinion.

Latifur Rahman

Latifur Rahman (Jamaat-
Nawabganj) pleaded for intro-
ducing fitness certificates of
the drivers along with the fit-
ness certificates of the vehi-
cles.

In a firm voice, Latifur
Rahman also advocated fitness
certificates for the traffic po-
lice and said their appointing
authorities should also have
fitness certificates.

He urged the concerned
Minister to withdraw the Bill
and place it after making nec-
essary amendments,

Khan Tipu Sultan (AL-
Jessore) told the House that an
Inspector of the Registration
Ecpaﬂm:ntb:f Vehicles owned

ur-s ild in ftal
Dhaka. He said, hufmn::ﬁmd
officials issued fitness certifi-
cates without inspecting the
vehicles.

He ul:dumnd accidents were
taking p at
least five to mk%

At this stage. Foreign
Minister Mustafizur Rahman
drew the attention of the chair
o section 267 of the rules of
procedures and said Suranfit
Sengupta and Tofael Ahmed
did not follow the rule is to be
observed by the members
while Latffur Rahman was de-
vering his speech on the
amendment bill.

He said the senfors in the
house should behave in a way
that the new member could
!F'm from them.

==
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Notice on Talpatty situa

Dhirendra Debnath

Advocate Dhirendra Deb-
nath Shambhu (AL- una)
called for sending the bill for
eliciting public opinion by
June 15,1991. In support of
his contention Shambhu said
the bill was linked with the
safe. . Safety of the people and
as such it should not be passed
hastily.

He said the autocratic gov-
ernment of H. M. Ershad .
enhanced the punishment for
the driver who were responsi-
ble for killing of innocent peo-
ple under the wheels of their
vehicles.

But later, the AL members
said, the government in con-
nivance with the transport
owners and in the face of
transport strike by the work-
ers reduced the punishment.

Shambhu referred to the
recent bus accident on Suti-
para Bridge near Manikganj
and said the conductor of the
ill-fated bus had admitted that
there were some problems
with the steering of the bus .

Besides, Advocate Dhir-
endra Debnath Shambhu said,
the old vehicles were creating
health hazards by emitting
black smoke on the streets.
This was also polluting the
environment, he added.

He suggested that the gov-
ernment should put ban on
plying of old vehicles on the
streets. He said the owners
should be held responsible and
punished for bringing out old
transports on the streets.

Oli Ahmed

At this stage, the Deputy
Speaker invited Communi-
cations Minister Oli Ahmed to
wind up the discussion on the
Bill. Razzak Ali held that since
most of the members would
either suggest to send it for
eliciting public opinion or to
the select committee he would
request the Minister to sum up
the discussion.

Salahuddin Yusuf

Salahuddin Yusuf (AL-
Khulna) took the floor and
drew the attention of the chair
saying that the Jatlya Sangsad
should not pass any bill hastily
- He said the lives of people
were linked with the bill.

Yusuf said the Jatiya
Sangsad could pass only one
bill a day if need be. But it
should not make any haste to
pass bill

Replying to Yusuf, the
Deputy Speaker said the pre-
sent Sangsad did not want to
pass any bill in a hurry. "Since
there were no specific

amendment to the bill, |
thought only two.or three per-
sons could take part in the de-
liberations,” he said.

He said the proposal for

sending the bill to the select
committee was of no signifi-
cance,
As the Deputy Speaker
concluded his remark, Rashed
Khan Menon (WP-Barisal)
sought permission of the chair
to speak on the bill.

Rashed Khan Menon

Mr Menon said that send-
ing a bill to select committee
carrfed importance had it been
an "ordinary matter” it would
not have been incorporated in
the Rules of Procedures.

Salahuddin Kader Chowdhu-
ry ( (NDP- Chittagong) rising
on a point of order said that
the Jatiya Sangsad should not
pass a bill which could lead to
a transport strike.

This would put the govern-
ment in an embarrassing situa-
tion, he said.

Shudhangsu Shekhar

Shudhangsu Shekhar
Halder (AL-Pirojpur) quoting
Rules of Procedures said the
Speaker should allow the

members to discuss the bill.
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- Who's V\-’ho in Parliament
“

Mirza Golam Hafiz

Mirza Gholam Hafiz was
sworn in as Minister of the
Bangladesh Government on
March 20, 1991. He has been
allocated the Portfolio of the
Ministry of Law and Justice,
says a PID hand out.

An eminent lawyer, veteran
politician. scasoned parliamen-
tarian. the architect of newly
formed Panchogarh district
and the clected Speaker of the

second Parltament, Mirza
Gholam Hafiz was born in
Dinajpur in 1920.

He did his M.A in

Economics from the University
of Calcutta in 1941 and D.L
from the University of Dhaka
in 1948,

Mirza Gholam Hafiz took
active part in politics from his
boyhood. He I)ﬂlnrd the All

Muslim League
Federation in 1938 He went
to Dibrugarh (Assam) to partic
lpate In the Anti-Line
Movement launched by Late
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashant and was imprisoned
He was Naib-Salare Suba of
Muslim National Guard in the
then Bengal from 1945 1o
1947,

Mirza Gholam Haflz. who
was associated with the then
East Pakistan Civil Liberties

League as its General
from 1948 to 1958 partici-
pated in the Language

Movement in 1962 and Anti-
92A Movement in 1987 for
which he was jailed.

He was a Mémber of the
then East Pakistan Provincial
Assembly from 1954 1o 1958
and took active part in the
parljamentary activities.
Because of his t of order,
the then Abu

He s the President of
Bangladesh-China Maitri
Samity and was a member of
the Dhaka and Rajshahi
University Senate. He was

President of Dhaka Chamber of

Commerce in 1976 and

President of Ramna Lions Club I

in 1976-77.

He was a member of
Bangladesh delegation to the
UN session of 1975 and at-
tended a number of law con
ferences held in Tokyo,
Manila, Bangkok, Kuala
Lumpur, Brussels, Rome, Paris,
Granobles, Peking. Moscow
and other places. He visited 57
countries including China,

Soviet Union, Egypt. Malagasy, |

North Korea and Latin
American and African coun-
tries. He participated in the
Commonwealth Parltamentary
Conlerence held in London in
1958. Later in 1968, he at-
tended the Afro-Asian People's
Solidarity conference in Cairo.
He visited China many times at
the head of a Bangladesh
goodwill mission to that coun-
Lry

Mirza Gholam Hafiz was
elected Member of the
Parliament from Dhaka-15

(Ramna and Motijheel Thanas)

Constituency

in the

a Member of

Counetl of Ministers on 20
June, 1978 and held the
charge of the Ministry of Land
:: istration and Land

A dedicated Philanthropist,
Mirza Hafiz 1s the founder of
"‘Mirza Gholam Mafiz "

Sc
‘Shishu Sadan and Moulana
Azimuddin Madrasah” in
Mirzapur and Mirza Cholam
Haflz High School” in Tetulia
Mirza Hallz 1s a father of
His wife was the rmer

Prlnctp-.lnfldtnﬂollepln
sk

Siraj (JSD-
Tangali) drew the attention of
the chair and said the

Mr S

Speaker
could not gag the members
from taking part in the delib-
erations.

Explaining, the Deputy
Speaker said. wanted to
save the valuable time to the
Sangsad and was allowing the
“juniors” to take part in the

iscussion.

At this stage Mr Abdur
Razzak (Baksal-Shariatpur) said
as a representative of the
workers he would also like to
speak on the bill. The Deputy
Speaker than adjourned the

House for Magreb prayer.

After the Maghreb break,
Deputy Speaker Sheikh Razzak
Ali gave the floor to Abdur
Razzak (Baksal- .

Razzak said, we are de-
manding that the bill be sent
for eliciting public opinion be-
cause it sought to imple-
ment an t signed by
the authorities and vehicles
owners without considering
the cause of the people.

Razzak said while motor ve-
hicles emitted noxious fumes
and polluted the traffic police
remained a silent spectator.
Drivers are accused of acci-
dents but we never went into
the causes of the accidents, he
said.

The Baksal leader said, all
our roads are in dilapidated
conditions and were built in
unplanned manners. Traffic
weeks are observed without
any efforts for motivation. he
added.

He said the owners did not
care to abide by the agreement
over and above. Fake licences
were issued in exchange of
mh?a result, he said, acci-
dents were taking place on
and often.

He said.” we can avoid acci-
dents if we can combine the
sincere intentions of the own-
ers, workers and people in our
efforts to check the problem.

Enamul Haq Jamaat-Cox's
Bazar) said it seems from the
attitude of the owners and the
drivers that they are above the
law further, he said. There was
no legal provision to appre-
hend the driver on the owner
after an accident.

The Jamaat MP said during
the nine years of autocratic
rule, we were hostage to the
owners and the drivers.

He s ted that the bill
be sent for eliciting public
opinion.

Rahmat Ali

Rahmat Al (AL-Gazipur)
said it was an anti-people bill
and was signed during the
autocratic rule of Ershad.

He called for a corruption-
free system of licenses,
for checking road accidents.
He said the traffic police must
be honest and corruption free.

Rahmat Ali called for pre-
senting he bill afresh with
amendment.

Terming road accidents as a
national problem, the lone JSD
member Shahjahan Siraj said,
the regulations to issue fitness
certificates for vehicles should
be strictly followed.

Siraj said when an influen-
tial person was killed in an ac-
cident, we demand punish-
ment otherwise we remain si-
lent. He demanded of the gov-
ernment to stop the corrupt
practise resorted to the traffic
police on the Road and

Highways.

Salahuddin Yusuf (AL-Khul-
na) said he would not say
anything on the bill as the gov-
crnment  was in a hurry to
pass a bill which needed a
thorough discussion.

Shudhangshu Shekhar
Haldar (AL-Pirojpur) said an
18-year old boy should not be
given licence for handling a
vehicle, as a minor cannot be
given a licence. Accidents

could not be checked by
merely changing four words in
an act, he called for moving a

(Amendment) Bill, 1991 was

not a new law, He said it was

an improvement on the exist-
one

He said the past govern-
ment did not take proper
steps for collection of taxes

examination of fitness of
motor vehicles. Enforcement
of law was also very inade-

quate, he added.
| out that the

present government within a
very shot period had made ad-
equate arrangements for
prlgpcr fitness testing of the
vehicles and for this purpose
the venue had been shifted to
Mirpur where about 1000 ve-
hicles could park.

In the meantime, he said,
three committees had been
formed to detect the violation
of traffic laws in the metropo-
lis and take lawful actions
against them. The Commi-
ssioner of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police had been instructed to
take strict measures in this
regard, he said.

He also said that police pa-
trol had been stren on
different roads and highways
and measures were being
taken to make use of radio and
television for creating public
awareness about the traffic
laws.
He sought cooperation of
the owners of vehicles and
members of the parliament in
enforcing the traffic laws
strictly. He said adequate
number of traffic inspectors
would be appointed to enforce
the law and cautioned that
stern action would be taken
against the violators of the laws
after May 7.

The House then rejected
the demand for eliciting public
opinion on the bill and se
it to the Select Committee a
accepted the bill for consider-
aton.

Nurul Islam Moni

Mr Nurul Islam Moni (Ind-
Barguna) brought amendments
to the bill, limiting the period
of fitness certificates to six
months for vehicles more then
seven years old from the date
of manufacture and one year in
the case of other vehicles. The
amendments were rejected by
the House. The House then
passed the bill.

Taking up the next item of
legislative business, the De-
puty Speaker said the Bank-
Company Bill- 1991 was
included in the order of day a
few days back. There were a
number of notices of amend-

ments for eliciting public
opinfon and it to the
select committce. He said

adding many members also
wanted time for discussion on
the bill.

On the basis of the requests
from the members, the Deputy
Speaker said, the Leader of the
House agreed to defer the
consideration of the bill. The
bill was included in today's
order of the day, he said.

Mujibur Rahman

At this stage, the State
Minister for Finance, Mujibur
Rahman took the floor and said
that the Finance Minister,
Saifur Rahman, had intro-
duced the bill before the
House. Now the Finance
Minister is outside the coun-

try.

He said that the Leader of
the Opposition had also
wanted time for studying the
bill. Today many members also
rbally and
we also want to further scruti-
nise the bill, he added. The
State Minister said for that
reason, he would like to defer
the bill for discussion till April
30.

Specaking next, Tofael
Ahmed said that the Bank-
Company Bill-1991 was a very
important bill. Considering
importance, Tofael demanded
that more time should be given
to the members for studying

the bill
The uty Speaker said
that the bill might be included

in the order of day on April 30.

Discussion on

l D‘E““I Speaker Sheikh

Ali on Saturday de

| ferred discussions in the Jatiya

Sangsad(parliament) on Bank

I gtuunm Bill, 1991 until April

He gave the decision follow-
ing a request by State Minister
lor Finance Majibur Rahman to
poulﬁm.- the discussions on
the bill to facilitate the mem-
bers to examine its varfous
provisions.

The bill, providing a new

framework for
uwhnhmmm:
up for consideration on the

day. The discussions on the bill

were deferred once earlier.
Proposing pos ment of
discussions on bill, the

State Minister said, several
members of the house had re-
quested him to allow them
more thme
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The Deputy Speaker said as

the decision of the
Business Advisory Committee,
the discussion on the motion
for vote of thanks had been
included in the order of day as
the last ftem.

He advised Mr. Nasim to
take up the matter in the busi-
ness Advisory Committee

Suranjit Sengupta

Mr. Suranjit Sengupta said
discussion on the wvote of
thanks was very important and
he pleaded that a decision for
placing it in the order of the
day immediately after ques-
tion- answer session could be
taken by the House.

The Deputy Speaker re-
quested Mr. Sengupta to dis-
cuss the issue with the Leader
of the Opposition.

Matiur Rahman

Mr. Matiur Rahman Nizami
(Jamaat-Pabna) said that the
Business Advisory Committee
had decided to discuss the
vote of thanks on president's
speech at least one honour ev-
eryday till May 4 and three
hours a day after May 4.

As Mr. Matiur Rahman re-
sumed his seat Mr Moudud
Ahmed (JP-Noakhall) took the
floor and said that the
Banking-Company Bill -199]
was the most important bill
brought to the house.

Because, he said, it related
to the entire economy of the
country.

Mr. Moudud Ahmed said
that the bill had been brought
to the House tn Bangla version
and suggested to the chair that
authentic h version of
the bill should also be circu-
lated among the members.

The Deputy Speaker
thanked Mr. Moudud for his
suggestion.

At this stage. the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Abdus Samad Azad took the
floor and insisted on the hold-

on Acting
President's address on a regu-
lar and priority basis.

{ Incomplete )

economic activities in the

ouatey”. :
Acting leader of MIJ":'P’)
Parliamentary Party
ook
should
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