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A Preventable Disease

Diarrhoeal diseases which broke out in the
of the country over a month are show-
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tion can be called an epidemic.
Of course, diarrhoea is not a st
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ing world. Diarrhoeal diseases are an ever-pre-
sent a spell when underground
water and subterranean
aquifers run dry, even tu lis fail to pump
water. Under the circumstances, people take to
drinking surface water which is invariably pol-

luted, themselves to diarrhoea and
other water-borne diseases. In our case, the 28
districts that have so far been hit by the
~ let's stop pussy-footying around and call a
spade a spade — have been suffering from near-
drought condition for a couple of months. The
‘consequent spread of the disease did not alarm
or even surprise medical experts in this country.
However, the situation still represents a major
failure on our part on several accounts, the most
obvious one of which is our inability to provide
clean water to drought-stricken areas either

permanently or even on an emergency basis. A
. second but serious sh is our failure to

.lctuﬂtiemughtn revent so many deaths. A
scasonal health that was more or less im-
- ited to three or four districts a couple of months
- ago was allowed to assume epidemic proportions
spreading across 28 districts. A major part of the
. responsibility for this state of affairs has to lie
with local administration as well as the Ministry
of Health. For weeks, newspapers including this
one have been reporting severe shortage of hospi-
tal beds and medicines, mainly salines, in af-
. fected areas; yet young children have continued
to die from nothing other than lack of proper
care.

Simply because this happens every year we
seem to have grown complacent. But there is no
reason why so many lives should be lost to a dis-
ease that is eminently preventable as well as
easily curable. What good are grand roads and
highways in a country which cannot even supply
clean water to its population? What is
the point of building bridges over this or that
river — with foreign aid money — when we cannot
even save our children from such an uncompli-
cated disease? We seem to have got our priorities
the wrong way round, but there is still time to
inject some commonsense into our approach.

The top priority is, of course, prevention. That
would require a major effort to ensure supply of
safe drinking water to as many as possible. That
would naturally take a great deal of time, effort
and money, but the initiative has to be taken on a
priority basis without delay along with a grass-
roots campaign to increase awareness about

community hygiene. In the meantime, a system of
early-warning, through monitoring of rainfall and
avallability of fresh water across the country,
ought to be constituted so that health authorities
are in a position to act in good time. The fact that
hospitals simply ran out of salines also warrants
urgent attention. District surgeons should make
sure hospitals and mobile medical teams in their
arecas are adequately stocked with salines and
other anti-diarrhoea medicines, particularly from
late winter onwards. Even if we are unable at pre-
sent to provide the most effective answer i.e.
primary prevention through fresh water and
clean environment, then let us act in the sec-
ondary stage and save lives. No miracle drug is
needed; rather, thorough planning, goed organi-
sation and dedicated application are the re-
quirements.

.No Laughing Matter

It is not a laughing matter. Malaysian women
are pursuing it seriously. It is a question of
married men in the country’s civil service taking
one week's paternity leave so that they can be
with their wives at the time of delivery of their
children.

The proposal has passed the stage of

discussion in local newspapers and in seminars.
It is now the subject of a recommendation being
prepared by the country's National Council for
Women tions (NCWO). Since the Minister
for National Unity and Social Development,
Nepsiah Omar has already commented favourably
on the proposal, one can be reasonably sure that
it won’t be long before a Malaysian male civil
servant starts performing a range of household
chores, while his wife is nursing a new-born baby.
We assume that, in the process, he will at least
learn how much workload his wife normally
carries in the house and looking after the
children. He may even come to appreciate the
benefit of having a small family, instead of a
large one.
The call for paternity leave for male civil
servants in Malaysia stems from changes in the
socio-economic life in the country. It is now quite
beyond the financial reach of average mid-level
civil servant to hire household help, even during
the delivery of a child.

Will such a proposal, perhaps unprecedented
find favour from women in Bangladesh ?
Perhaps the response would be negative among
the people who do have household help. On the
other hand, lower-level civil servants and office
would probably regard it as a boon,
better than absent from work without leave
or intimation. or not such a proposal is

%

njoy the week-long paternity
the delivery of the first child,
and let (and his wife) think twice before

having the second delivery.
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nics would of course argue
3.: precious little would
change, because the
inequitable institutions and

economic freedom.
Nevertheless, a mass upsurge
has overthrown an autocratic
regime, which earned world
wide notoriety of being one of
the most corrupt governments
in the world. Country's
reputation had reached its
lowest point; Its economy,
eroded by corruption and
mismanagement, was in
shambles. The elections
represent an ardent desire of
the people to bring about a
change and ensure that the
future government will more

adequately reflect their aspi-
rations.

But s it le to bring
about a change in the quality of
our government? Most of the
institutions and systems which
could have reinforced the rule
of Jaw, have been deliberately
demolished by the previous
regime. Strong authoritarian
traditions were estab-
lished during the rule of
Awami League and the BNP.
These were aggravated by the
arbitrary style of government
and the mindless psycho-
phancy which characterised
Ershad's rule for more than
nine years. The judiciary, the
legislature, the administrative
services, the institutions of lo-

cal government, the political
parties, the universities and
schools, have all come under

tem to emerge fol a
democratic transition? e
odds are too many.

clections ih 1947, 1954,
1970, 1973, 1977, 1981 and
finally the historic 1991 elec-
tions, it is obvious that the
people had unambiguously

tocratic style of government
Awami League received an
overwhelming mandate after
liberation, at a time when no
doubt the government had to
deal with many crises i.e. In-
frastructure was in ruins,
armed groups were terrorising
destroyed crops. Yet the gov-
ernment was too personalised,
identified too much with the
charisma of a single person. A
coterie of psychophants had
grown around Sheikh Mujb. A

cromies sur- oo of
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the two that of indtra Gandhi who went

many other desir- with folded hands to her elec-
missing was the capacity 1o for the excesses committed

a government that is during emergency. But ft came

mm-mm after a costly mistake and she
tive process and democratic had to pay the price for it
others o their views
SR il Pitfalls of an otherwise
fear of scorn or reprisal PSR
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to draw up a
implementation
trategy: finally they must have
strength to implement it

The numerous task forces
mobilised by Professor
Rehman Sobhan would have
identified and prioritised some
of the urgent issues which the
new government will have to
cope with. Presumably these
would be technical matters,
amenable to technical solu-
tions. But to my mind we are
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given their verdicts. They had
to thetr leaders as to

t were their aspirations
tl:i:-::l very clearly given the
e ments sought by their
leaders. Ironically eno it
was the leaders who had failed
the people. It is the leaders
who had fatled to fulfil the
mandates given to them. One
need not be engrossed with a
pathological passion to find
faults with individuals, but still
some generalisations can be
made. It would be useful if we
could do some stocktaking and
analyse our shortcomings a bit
more candidly. Leadership in
the past had failed for a num-
ber of reasons. The military
bureaucratic leadership in
Pakistan for example failed to
recognise the rights of the ma-
ty and its distinct cultural
ritage. Instead of cultivating
democratic values it decided
to crush them through an au-

ruthless party militla was
raised that would not hesitate
to murder for political reasons.
Arbitrary decisions, like the
farcical fourth amendment
which overnight transformed
the parliamentary form of gov-
ernment into a presidenttal
one, could be taken at the
behest of the government
leaders. Ziaur Rahman as a
freedom fighter and because of
personal honesty, had also
developed a charisma of his
own. Yet his style of leadership
remained quite authoritarian
and arbitrary. A mutineous
army was ruthlessly
suppressed; many institutions
were destroyed reportedly
through cunning politicking by
his trusted lieutenants.
Political parties were split and

fractious olitics was
encouraged. authoritarian
traditions were f(requently

backed by ruthless actions at

decades or even hundreds of today

years. Given the of m d:lin:lm-tl

problems in the of many

poor state of the economy, our  gikqlls many

dependence one external pext leader

economic assistance. social gsus buflder.

backwardness and a divergent

deteriorating environment. it many wounds. Another leader

would be le for any even though charismatic and

single leader, however steadfast in character. but with

intelligent or well-meaning he authoritarian t_pur who 1s

?;Il!m:.mmﬂh not prepared to consull, stm-
ese problems . single- cannot deliver goods.

hlndedlk ly. There is med'ior = the

collective wisdom: there (s People exercising their

need to listen to other views: mmh’ once again in a

there is need for regular forth
consultations with others who their
may hold divergent views but
may be equ

right manner chosen

HE Punjab daily :{lt
T published at least
large display of

advertisements in memory of
Indira Gandhi's assassins.

It illustrates the growing
controls of newspapers and
radio by gun-wielding militants
in the Pubjab, wracked by se-
cessionist violence.

But others in the Hindi,
Urdu and Punjabi press have
openly defied terror. Fifty-two
people of the Hind Samachar
group of newspapers — includ-
ing hawkers and newspaper
agents — have paid with their
lives for their professional
commitment.

Scores of newspapers, some
operating in small districts,
are supervised on a daily basis
by militants who have even
published a code of conduct.

They have threatened that
editors and reporters who vio-
late this code would be pun-
ished with death.

The “take-over” of media
started in July 1990 when a
21-page letter written by the
killers of former Army Chief
General Vaidya was ordered
published. The letter was ad-
dressed to the President of
India.

One editor who refused to
publish it was given a second
warning. Then he resigned and
left Punjab.

This was a signal to mili-
tants that the Punjab Press.can
actually be controlled by
threats of death and kidnap-
ping. This resulted in a spate
of press notes whose publica-
tion was mandatory. Criminal
gangs also use the free media-
ride.

As a senfor editor tells
Depthnews : "We often get vis-
its by militants who look per-
fectly normal otherwise. Then

Terror Silences Punjab Media

they suddenly come out with
their demands. They usually
leave with a : 'If you do
not publish our version of
killings and other incidents,
we will deal with you'.”

A well-defined code of con-
duct has been issued by the
terrorists for newspapers and
journalists. Official Press
Notes, it was laid down, should
be published only after the ter-
rorists have approved them.
Also, they should not be pub-
lished in English but in the

Punjabi language.

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhi

often exaggerated. , This must
be rationalist and authenti-
cated.

Mr. Verghese, who headed
a committee-on the media sit-
uation in Punjab, has su ted
that the government rnusngtc:cr-
ify the accuracy of reports of
killings by terrorists and the
police. Now, a media adviser
has been appointed to the gov-
ernor. He will act as a link
between the government and
the media. ‘

Senior officials of the Home
Ministry and the Punjab State
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It has spelt a financial disas-
ter for local newspapers.
Advertisements in the Urdu
and Hindi press have dropped
drastically. Government de-
partments have stopped buying
newspapers. Now 50 per cent
of ads are given to Punjabt pa-
pers, 26 per cent to English,
14 and 10 per cent to Hindi
and Urdu newspapers, respec-
tively.

A well-known journalist,
B.G. Verghese, former editor of
the Indian Express and
Hindustan Times newspapers
and a Magsaysay Award winner.
has now suggested a strategy
to combat the tactics of terror-
ists.

Mr. Verghese has recom-
mended that the numbers

game on the killings in Punjab
indulged by news agencies is

Government will review and
update the information about
terrorist activity. Then the fil-
tered information will be pub-
lished in newspapers.

Senior officials feel that
newspapers in Punjab are be-
ing used by the militants to
run as

lieve that the local state gov-
ernment has more or less sur-
rendered to the writ of the
terrorists. In other words it is
insurge
papers what they should pub-
lish.

The central government re-
acted sharply by clamping
down censorship on some
newspapers publishing large
advertisements and Press
Notes {issued by terrorists.

nts who tell the news- .

Police raided offices of the
mass-circulating Punjab news-
paper the Tribune and the
Hindl newspaper Jansatta.
Editors were ordered to sub-
mit copy to censors before
publication.

This sparked a storm of
protests by he Editors’ Guild
and journalists organisations.
As a senior journalist pointed
out, "Once you introduce cen-
sorship, there is no end to it.”

Censorship has now been
withdrawn and the Verghese
report is being implemented
to give an edge to government
media policy.

The Verghese report points
out that the Punjab press.-is- di-
vided and confused, helpless
and angry, polarised and parti-
san. Professional associations
have been dormant and joint
action does not have been se-
riously considered at any stage.

The report says there is
safety in silence. The Punjab
Press, like any other organisa-
tion in the state, has been in-
filtrated. Terrorists instantly
know everything that happens
in any newspaper office or at
newsmen's gatherings. So
most prefer to work alone or
move in close circles.

Journalists fear for their
lives. They are asking why they
should act or react differently
from eivil servants, judges and
other sections of society. The
Verghese Committee has rec-
ommended group insurance
for all media personnel in risk
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Letters for publication u-t these columns should- be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

An appreciation

Sir, One important thing
which is endearing your
newspaper to me, ides
the quality of its writing
and printing, is your sense
of internationalism. Very
few papers bother to con-
cern themselves about the
lives and deeds of interna-
tionally famous personali-
ties to the extent they will
sacrifice their editorial col-
umn space to eulogise
them yet, within a matter
of a very short period, you
have devoted this page to
the appreciation of the
wondrous art of Dame
Margot Fonteyn, whose
consistently remarkable

performance had won
accolades spanning
possibly four decades.

Anyone fortunate enough to
have seen her perform, if
one can use that word, can
never forget her beauty and
her ce, not to speak of
her technical perfection. In
a country where apprec-
lation of ballet is not
common | marvel that you
could remember her.

The second international

personage to receive such

accolades is David Lean
whose artistic master-
pleces, on cellulose, be-
came epics to be seen over
and over again without ever
once being bored by the
repetition. This is surely
the test of great craftsman-
ship, to able to sit
through a screening, more
than once, and still marvel
at the presentation and to
find with each showing
something new, something
perhaps which was missed
on first screening. These
outs artists seem to
be a dying race (no pun in-
tended) as few are there to
seemin take their place,
(mores the pity), for per-
haps the new materialism
which has gripped
the world also eclipses
great talent and artistry ?

Sylvia Mortoza, Dhaka.

Foreign Service cadre
Sir, I was greatly im-
pressed to read your edi-

torial of the 24th March. A

lot has to be written to
undo affairs that was preva-
lent during the Ershad era.

office pouch”.

most of

He once commented
that "nobody in Bangladesh
works except him. He even
has to look into the foreign
Does this
saying have any signific-
ance?

During the last few years
the foreign office has been
filled with trash. The new
foreign minister has to
work very hand with a sin-
cere objectivity to revitalize
and reactivate the foreign

office.

The foreign service
cadre should protected
from latera] entrants.

Those who came from non
foreign service cadre were,
allegedly, encadred without
any examination whereas
the cadre officers had
excellent academic perfor-
mance and went through
rigorous examinations.

The present gradation
list was prepared at the
wishes of President Ershad
that needs a quick review.
Presently, the foreign ser-
vice cadre is the most
preferred cadre amongst
all services. Promotions
and postings should be
based on merit and profes-
sionalism.

To put back the office to
its heels—merit should be
the top priority. Foreign
policy cannot be made on
whims it has to have di-
rection and objectivity.

Bureaucracy which is the
govt. machinery to run a

country cannot work
smoothly if the cadre sys-
tem is disturbed and un-
healthy. Let the Ershad
regime believe that every-
one can do anything given
the way td professionalism.

Keya Chowdhury
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Cancer research

Sir, A recent news item
says, that doctors at the
University of Boston have
discovered a method of
early detection of a number
of different types of can-
cer. This, if actually
possible, will be a major
victory for mankind.

It is not unknown to us
that cancer is killing thou-
sands all over the world, be
it in developed or under-
developed countries. Man
has yet been unable to win
his war against cancer. He
silently watches his near
and dear ones suddenly in
the grips of this disease
and embracing death even-
tually.

Therefore, we sincerely
hope that the doctors cru-
sading against this disease
become successful. Our
prayers and all our wishes
will be for them. For, their
victory is the victory of en-
tire mankind.

Wahid Ahmed,
Wari, Dhaka.
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zones. Special risk insurance
has been suggested.

At the same time, Mr.
Verghese says newsmen in
Punjab must be prepared
accept the hazards that
with their profession #hiﬁ day, The media has to tread
retaining their commitment to warily. Exposure of excesses 1s
press freedom. unlikely to be popular.”

The central government has In Punjab more than 4,000
responded by empowering dis- people died last year from ter-
trict magistrates to use the rorist activities and

F

Terrorists and Disruptive with police. The datly toll
Activities Prevention Act to amounts to some 20 to 25, or
search out and stop publication even 50. do not
of press releases issued by regard these as a seri-

militants. ous affair. They are published
A senior official explains in the same way as traffic acci-

that applying this anti-terrorist dents.

/Act to newspapers does not Safety for some often lies in
‘mean the suppression of press  inaction or mute of
freedom. "It is designed to the given version, o or
strengthen the hand of the terrorist. I is at a
media and not to put fetters on discount in the at-

masphere of uncertainty and

it.” he says.
insecurity. Instead, the news

District magistrates have

now the powers to search agencies in particular compete
newspaper offices. This is de-  for higher body counts.

signed to prevent the publica- The report says that there
tion of huge advertisements on are two tions of the

the killing of militants in po-
lice operations. These ads
show militants as heroes and press had i@

The Verghese report
blames authorities for not us-
ing radio and television more Ing fear.
fruitfully in Punjab. "It repre- But others believe that the
sents an appalling failure of press has also resisted the ter-
minds that only seem to think ror, some paying for it dearly.

in limited terms of propaganda — Depthnews Asia

OPINION
Dhaka Traffic

down by possible loitation
of the :rtt:.llunn eh? vested
groups. It is not implied here
that the p
would not co-operate

ing to solve a traffic problem.
In fact, on a sensitive issue
such as measures to reduce

It is understandable that
any new administration would
prepare a list of priorities of
work; not including, of
course, the daily routine level
of work. Top on such a list are
the promises made during the
electioneering period. Other

items are revised national the number of cycle rickshaws,
policies; preferably p a national consensus would be
with consensus. Last op the list necessary, and the Opposition
are the unpleasant issues, have to play a vital role in co-

operating with the authorities;
otherwise there could be
strikes and violence, leading to

which have to be faced eventu-

ally, and cannot be kept
pending or hidden for long.

One such issue is the law and order situations.
of the traffic problem in Dhaka The whole operation has to
city. Many proposals, schemes, be carried out slowly, sub
plans, and master plans had and quietly, in low-key, with-
been prepared in the past. It is out aptagonizing pressure and
not a new subject; but an old opportunist groups. T_he opera-
disease which calls for a new tion could be made
prescription, by the new by first removing unlt-
censed rickshaws and the

regime, now backed by the
verdict of the people. The shy-
ness in decision-making in
this area is the moribund fear
of unpopularity at the dismal
prospect of trying to reduce
the number of cycle rickshaws

plying in the city.
Before details are touched

unauthorised drivers.

upon, it is nece to dwell are sup

on the philosophy of approach How to ensure that? Thus, 30
to the problem, and the mass to 35 per cent rickshaws
psychology involved. We must wuﬂhat;ﬂ'ﬂ:mm

admit that our* society has a

re
great weakness for what may
be called "misplaced kind- is a different issue: as are the

ness”; a potent, dnnﬁmul. and traffic engineering and opera-
utterly unpredictable weapon, tional procedures. There are
which could backfire with fatal many loopholes, and it is not
consequences. To remain necessary to enumerate these

popular, certain issues are
considered taboo. No adminis-
tration can run on misplaced @ I'z
kindness; and no opposition Who

can exploit this weapon time
and again or indefinitely.
Under such circumstances,
the question faced is: to go for
decision based on A. Mawaz,
"public interest”, or be cowed




