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MADARIPUR

Stomach ailments
on rise

From Our Correspondent

April 26: Stomach and skin

allments have showed an
rise due to adulter-
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are yet to be reconstructed.
The road is the only link for
incoming and outgoing of
commodities. The economic
activities of the area remained
almost stranded due to disrup-
tion of rcad communication.
Besides, two culverts de-
stroyed earlier also await re-
construction.
Sufferers have urged the
authorities to reconstruct the
road without further delay.

BARISAL o
1,840 tubewells

out of order

April 26: At least 1,840

tubewells both deep and shal-
low are out of order in five
southern districts for a long
time, reports UNB.
The tubewells went inoper-
ative in Barisal, Pirojpur,
Bhola, Jhalakathi and Borguna
districts.

Public Health Engineering

nt admitted the fact

said they undertook a pro-

gramme for sinking one tube-

well for 75 people in average
in the region. ,

The programme to supply
drinking water will be tmple-
mented by the year 2000 with
the financial assistance of
UNICEF.

A total of 2,476 deep and
12,000 shallow tubewells will
be sunk while 1,613 chocked
up ones will be resunk later
this year, officials said.

NETRAKONA

Dacoits loot

valuables

From Our Correspondent

April 26: Nine residential
under Kendua Upazila
Health Complex were raided at
a ime by armed dacoits at
t recently.
m‘;;hdmu
the inmates of the quarters
m looted cash money, gold
ormaments and other
Police told this correspon-
dent the dacoits numbering
about 20 to 25 armed with
lethal weapons disconnected
power and telephone lines be-
fore committing the dacoity.

Night post
office needed

Trade and commercial ac-
tivities are being hampered

in the district due to
absence of a night post office
in the town.

With the upgradation of
Netrakona sub-division to a
district, the volumes o postal
activities have inc to a
great extent. But due to short-
-rol'puluﬂhulndhrmt
of night post office, most
works are to be performed till
late hours.

SIRAJGANJ

Power disruption
hampers irrigation
From Our Correspondent

April 26: in IRRI
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PABNA, Apr 26 : Wide-

:El’ﬂd smuggling of Indian
th has seriously affected the
weaving industry of this

district. Weavers of this
district have been facing a set-
back due to price hike of raw
materials and other necessary
ts.

The prices of dyes, yarn and
chemicals have gone )
the purchasing capacity of the

poor weaving factory owners.
Most weavers have deserted

their ancestral profession due
to fund constraints. Out of
50,000 weavers in this district

about 30,000 weavers have al-

ready left their occupation.
Accord to a source, the
weavers of Bera, Santhia,

Sujanagar and Pabna Sadar
upazilas are heavily burdened
with loans.

They have failed to repay
the loans due to price hike of

their inputs and low price of
their products in the market.

In this situation, sm
Indian textile goods which
flooded the markets, have fur-
ther aggravated the situation.

The weavers have urged the
authorities to provide them
with neceasary fund on easy
terms and make ments
for marketing facilities.

House'rent up

House rent at Pabna town

have increased manifold over

the past years creating prob-
lems to the low income

National

| I]legal Indian cloths flood markets

Weavers fac

5 to the sufferers,

houses gave the

scope of increasing rent to the
house-owners.

Now the monthly rent of a
two-roomed house is between
Taka 1000 to 1500, which
was about taka 600 to 800 last

ml}ue to heavy cost of build-
ing materials, new construc-
tion of houses have declined.
On the other hand, the de-
mand for house have increased
after large number of employ-
ees and workers entered into
the town to attend both in
public and private sector
offices.

Besides, many labourers
also left the village for want of
job and entered the town.
Thus the population of Pabna
town has also increased.

Power failure

t power failure and
fluctuation in voltage have been
causing much sufferings to the
dwellers of Pabna municipal
area. | power supply is
also hindering academic per-
suit of the students and

putting industries in disaster.
Frequent power faflure has
become a regular phenomenon
in Pabna town and its adjoining
areas, causing great inconve-
nience to the domestic and
commercial consumers. Hardly

a day or night passes without
disruption of power supply.

Due to erratic power supply,
businessmen, owners of small
and cottage industries and
hospital face difficulties. On
the other hand SSC candidates
are hard hit.

Frequent fluctuations in

voltage cause damage to bulbs,
television and radio sets and

other electric goods.

On the other hand, some
arcas of the munic are
yet to be properly electrified,

PABNA : A traditional weaving tool lying idle for want of raw materials.

e uncertain future

due to which the peéople have
to undergo a lot of inconve-
niences. The miscreants are
also taking opportunities for
suspension of electricity at
night and as such the crimes

are increasing day-by-day.

—Star photo

College student
stabbed to death
by friend

DINAJPUR, Apr 26: A col-
lege student was stabbed to
death allegedly by his friend at
Baluadanga in the town on
Tuesday, reports UNB.

The victim Kamruzzaman, a
B.A. final year student of
Adarsha College here and son
of Shamsul Hugq Chowdhury
was stabbed mercilessly by the
miscreant when he was on way
home at 6 pm.

The victim who was also a
member of Chhatra Dal and
joint convenor of the college
unit was rushed to General
Hospital where the doctors
declared him dead.

Elder brother of the victim
has filed a case against Probal,
a close friend of the deceased
with Kotwali police in this
connection.

Meanwhile, Chhatra Dal dis-
trict convenor J Alam
condemning the killing de-
manded exemplary punish-
ment to the persons responsi-
ble for the heinous act.

Govt incurs heavy loss

JAMALPUR, Apr 26: The
use of inferior quality materials
and preparation of defective
design for various development

in Melandah upazila
caused a huge loss of money to
the nt exchequer, it

is :

Projects executed the
Melandah Upazila Pll:'lylhld
have been demolished and re-
constructed du the cur-
rent fiscal year fol de-
tection of faults in their blue-
prints and Many other

ts executed with the in-

or quality materials may
face the same. it is +

The projects inol the

Malpractice in uplift
projects alleged

From Qur Corresponden

pucca RCC bridge construc-
tion of buildings, extension
work of Melandah bazar and
construction of doors and win-
dows, repair of residential
quarters.

It is learnt that the upazila
engineering section has been
directly involved in this work.

Besides, manipulation fur-
ther in the allotment of resi-
dential houses, unfair means in
the repair of cyclostyle and
duplicating machines and pur-
chase of station s for

the Upazila Parishad have also
been alleged.

The engineers and other
employees of Melandah Upazila

-----
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Santal women set out for a day's work at Pirganj in Dinajpur,

—
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—8Star photo by Mohsin.

Parishad have allegedly
adopted corrupt practices
during the implementations of
different projects.

Local people demanded im-
partial inquiry into the matter
immediately.

The markets of greater
Jamalpur district is ed
with smuggled goods like
Indian sarees, insecticides and
different types of cosmetics.
The {tems are sm from
Sherpur border, it is t.

According to the sources,
numerous markets in the dis-

trict are overflooded with dif-
ferent types of Indian sarees,

the prices of which are rang-
ing from Taka 190 to Taka
1000.

Lack of checking by BDR at
the boarders and customs and
police in the districts is said to
be the main cause behind the
inflow of smuggled goods.

it is further learnt that the
traders have to pay regular
tolls and for the goods.
Besides, some customs officials
and Enliﬂc personnel are being
benefitted, it is alleged.

On the other hand, due to
the over flow of the Indian sa-
rees local textiles are its
demand in the district rapidly.

Two klllet_:l
during Eid
holidays

CHANDPUR, Apr 26: Two
people were killed and an-
other sustained serious in-
juries in separate accidents
during Eid holidays, police and
hospital sources said here to-
day. reports UNB.

According to eye-witnesses,
Abul Hossain (30) and Md.
Al r Hossain (22) while
travelling on the roof of a
Chandpur bound train from
Chittagong fell near Chandpur
rallway station all on a sudden.

As a result, Abul Hossain got
his both legs fractured and his
companion Alamgir Hossain
received serfous head injuries.
They were rushed to Chandpur
Zila Hospital where Abul
Hossain succumbed.

Abul, an em
Mogbul Rahman Jute mills,
- of Baufal upazila of
district.

Another report says that
Noor Mohammad (32) re-
cetved grievous when he
was hit by a motor re-

cently at Chandpur launch

dhat.

His right was crushed.
M.mhﬂmh-m
district later succumbed at
Chandpur Zila Hospftal.

Like Abul, Noor was also go-
ing to observe Eid at his village
home. '

Separate cases have been

fied in this connection.

‘rlﬂn of .

Drinking water
scarce in

Netrakona
From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Apr 26: Acute
scarcity of drinking water has
been prevailing in the town
and adjacent areas causing
great inconveniences to the
dwellers.

According to informed
sources, most of the tubewells

in different upazilas of the dis- |

trict have gone out of order
due to abnormal fall in
underground water level. The
dwellers in pourashava areas
are getting water supply from
the public health department
through deep tubewells. The
people in urban areas are tak-
ing water from the town
through different carriers.
When cvontacted, the local
public health engineering offi-
-cials said due to fund shortage
they cannot take up any
scheme to ensure smooth sup-
of water in the town and its
ining areas. [t is learnt that
about 4,500 tubewells of dif-
ferent upazilas of the district
have gone out of order deepen-
ing the pure water crisis in ru-
ral areas

_Noﬁ-govt

6 SSC candidates
held: arms
recovered

From Our Correspongdent

FARIDPUR, Apr 26: Six SSC
examinees were arrested with
pipe . bullet and ammuni-
tion from village Kamlapur of
Faridpur district, police
sources said.

The students are Lutfar
Rahman. Atiqul Islam, Delwar
Hossain, Mohammad Sayed.
Asad and Ripon. They all are
SS8SC candidates from
Maynuddin High School of
Faridpur.

Police caught them red
handed when Sayed was
selling a pipegun and bullet at
the house of another arrested
Delwar at Kamlapur, 5 km

away [rom town. Others were
present at that time, police

said.

Police were interrogating
them to find out the motive of
the gang Faridpur police re-
covered 15 firearms in last 10
days from different parts of the
district which include two
stenguns, six double barrel
guns, two revolvers, five pipe
guns and huge bullets and
ammunition. Eighteen persons
were arrested in this connec-
tion.

Lightning kills
3 in Habiganj

HABIGANJ, Apr 26: Three
people including a woman
were killed by lightning during
a thunderstorm that lashed the
district Wednesday morning,
reports UNB.

Villagers said lightning
struck Kazal Mia (22) to death
at village Mokarram In
Baniachong upazila when he
came out of his house to bring
home his father from a nearby
paddy field.

Zahurunnesa (40), the wife
of Abdun Noor of village
Farazer in Chunarughat UZ,
was killed while doing domes-
tic works inside her house.

Lightning struck Birendra
Poul (45) at Anandapur village
in the same upazila

schools

beset with problems

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Apr
26: The non- rmment sch-
ools and madrashas at sec-
ondary level in Chapain-
awabgan| district are beset
with various problems
including the shortage of
building, teachers. science
laboratories, hostels etc, ham-
pering the education of thou-
sands of students.

| the five upazilas of the dis-
trict there are 176 seco
high and junior scheols and
madrashas of which 102 are

schools, 26 junior high
schools and 48 Dakhil
madrashas. Of the schools and
madrashas 19 and three are
for girls respectively. In the
above schools and madrashas
50.447 students including
17.270 females are prosecut-
ing their studies.

Of the total schools.
have no pucca buildings. These
schools are mostly in Barendra
and Char areas and 72 of them

i

have no science laboratories.
Besides . absence of urinals
and latrines in more than hun-
dred of schools put specially
female students in troubles.

The government makes up
only 25 per cent of local ex-
penses for the government de-
clared free education for the
giris upto class seven

This system has not yet
been app in all the girls
schools. A few years back five
schools, three in Shibganj and
one each in Bholahat and
Nachoul upazila were sanc-
tioned some government t
but they did not get the r:u“w

yet.
A government high school
has 26 teachers subject wise
where as t high
el Nk wiely: iy esiirs
who teach three to four sub-
jects, d':ur to which the educa-
tion of the non-government
high schools is being bad
hindered. v

journey in
. Chandpur hazardous




