AMETHI (India), Apr 20 :
Pramod, inko bithao, yells Mr
Rajtv Gandhi. Mr Pramod
Tiwari, chiefl whip of the
Congress(]) legislature party in
Uttar Pradesh and former min-
ister makes a valiant effort but
trying to quicten the noisy and
excited 1unch of primary
school children who had gath-
ered at Bahadurpur block.
Finding Mr Tiwari helpless,
Mr Rajiv Gandhi takes over,
much in the manner of a vet-
eran school teacher, reporis
UNIL.

Bahadurpur block, near
Fursatganj market is the start-
ing point of Mr Gandhi's three-
day tour of his constituency,
according to the agenda dis-
tributed by the Congress(l)
president’'s campaign man-
agers. Mr Gandhi is scheduled
to have a "a meeting with party
workers of Bahadurpur block”
but the faces around bore scant
rescmblance to party workers.
Mediamen who been tail-
ing’ Mr Gandhi from the mo-
ment he got down from his
chartered King Afir at
Fursatganj airport with wife
Sonia are told by trusted lieu-
tenant, Captain Satish Sharma,
that though the visit is meant
to be a series of block-level
meetings with the part
cadres, the people’'s uncontrol-
lable enthusiasm at seeing the
man who changed the face of
Amethi meant workers
had 1o vie with the public for
the boss' attention. And so it
WS,

After the initial bout of
pleasantries with the school
children, Mr Gandhi launches
enthusiastically into his pet
theme — “sthir sarkar”. "The
real issue in Amethi is devel-
opment. But how can have
development without stability.
All the development projects
| here have been nmlﬂd. We

have to get Amethi back on the
rafls. Today every man is
crushed by prices. Even those
who had risen above the
poverty line have been once
again pushed under. Why is it
like this ? There is no dfought.
In 1987 there was a terrible
drought and yet things were
not as bad as today.

At one level, prices are go-
ing up, and at another, all the
poverty-eradication projects
have been stalled. Our country

s getting weaker and weaker.
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aving a heart-to-heart talk with the voters here. Can he woo

Rajiv in Amethi, but
misses VIP status

Look at Iraq. They are being
pressurised to stop research
on certain fronts. Tomorrow,
we could be subject to arm-
twisting also. Today we have to
answer tow questions — how
can we set Amethi on the road
to progress once again, and
second, how can we make our
country strong. If the country
remains backward, Amethi
cannot go forward...... And
then, what looks to be the

favoured slogan : "Malham la-

hai, ansupochna hai....."
(we need the ing touch,
we need to wipe the tears).”

The local block pramukh nods
in assent. "Sort out the next
meeting” Mr Gandhi says,
turning towards Mr Satish
Sharma and the "captain”
rushes out.

ARy

Iraq-Israel peace conference :
More than half of the Senate called on Saudi Arabia to join an

Iraqg-lsrael

Washington.

A letter to King

peace conference, reports Reuter

Fahd released by Senators Bob Packwood,

from

R.-Ore, and Frank Lautenberg, D-NJ., and signed by them and

51 other Senators said, "it is our strong

Arabia's

The Senators said
press report the Saudi

beliel that Saudi

tion in the negotiations with Isreal is indis-

partictpa
pensable for any real peace process
they were profoundly concerned at a

to succeed.”
t had refused to participate

governmen
fully in a US-sponsored regional peace conference.

Soviettow

Soviet Communis

economic crisis :n.

Central Committee on Thursday

proposed a series of "exceptional” measures over a one or

two-month
Interfax News

to fight the severe economic crisis,
reported, says AFP from Moscow.
The steps include the reestablishment or

ing of

the nation's financing. banking and budget systems and

stricter state control of
The committee also

trade relations, Interfax said.
opposition to “attempts by anti-

socialist forces™ to restore capitalism and to abolish the sys-

tem on "Soviet representation.”

Sudan to be excluded from GSP list :

President Geo Bush notified Congress Thursday of his

decision o ex

Sudan from the Generalized System of

Preferences (GSP) list. reports AFP.

The GSP status allow countries to

to the

export
United States tax-frec. Bush said he took the because

Sudan does not respect internationally accepted labor laws.
The United States bestows the GSP status on those coun-

Onto the next stop, with Mr
Gandhi at the steering wheel
of his white Gypsy (the plastic
key chain dangling from the
ignition point has the cryptic
massage "It you don't like the
way | drive, then stay ofl the
sidewalk)®, Mrs Sonia Gandhi
by his side and entourage of
security guards, local
Congress(l) heavyweights,
video crews and other assorted
mediamen following. With se-
curity a mere shadow of what
it used to be when he was
Prime Minister, he takes the
highway and then the lanes
and by lanes. En route he
stops, chats with groups of
people waiting to have a
‘darshan’ by the wayside and
tell him personally their woes
and travails now that Amethi

no longer enjoys the privileged
status of being the prime min-
isterial constituency, "l have
never seen him so relaxed”,
says Captain Satish Sharma.
While the twin, turbulent
issues of manda! and masjid
form the sum and substance of
the discourse of political pun-
dits trailing Mr Gandhi, the
people waiting in the scorch-
ing heat enduring dust and
thirst for a word with Mr
Gandhi are concerned more
with themes of survival. "Most
of the petitions we are getting
relate to problems of drinking
water, power, roads. A com-
mon problem is pensions for
widows. We have got many
complaints from widows, many
from the Muslim community,
that they are not getting their

pensions,” says Mrs Pramila
Kapoor, an aide to Mrs Sonia
Gandhi who has been given the
task of jotting down all com-
plaints at each place that Mr
Gandhti stops.

The problems are pre-
dictably more acute in the vil-
lages but even in Amethi town
the mood is sullen. Once much
envied as the constituency
which does not elect a mere
member of Parliament, but a
Prime Minster, Amethi has
fallen on bad days. "Wherever
we went, people loocked at us
with awe when they learnt we
were residents of Amethi. We
felt proud. Today the situation
is different. All the develop-
ment work which had been
started have becn stalled. The

central government subsidy to

21 parties field 1,346 candidates

KATMANDU, Apr 26: Two
people were ki in' pre-poll
clashes between activists of ri-
val political parties, officials
said Thursday, ris AP.

Supporters I:rthc Nepal
Communist Party and Nepali
Congress Party clashed
Wednesday in Sinam vill in
Taplejung district, 240 kilo-
meters (150 miles) ecast of
Katmandu, according to Home
Ministry officials.

The Aghting resulted in the
death of two members of the
radical Communist Party, the
officials said.

The party follows the
Marxist and Leninist ideclogy.

Nepal Communist Party of-
ficials in Katmandu said rival
Nepali Congressmen led by
Mani Lama disrupted a rally
organized by them and stabbed
to death two party members.

Officials said some people
were injuried in the scuflle
and were hospitalized. They
did not give details of the clash
and the number of injured.

The dead persons have
been identified as Indra
Bahadur Thebe and Roop Man
Thebe, the officials said.

it was the second pre-poll
campaign clash that resulted
in fatalities.

Last week, one person was
shot to death in clashes in
Khungai village in Rupandehi
district, 200 kilometers (125
miles) southwest of Katmandu.

Elections in Nepal are
scheduled 12. It will be
the first muliti-party demo-
cratic transfer of r in
more than three decades alter
absolute monarchy ended in

the llimalayan kingdom last

He will contest the elec-
tions from the National
Democratic Party. The party is
led by former Prime Minister
Lokendra Bahadur Chand, who
headed a pro-monarchy gov-
ernment until he was replaced
last year by the current Prime
Minister Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai.

Bhattarai's Nepali Congress
Party and its coalition partner,
the United Left Front,
launched a democratic move-
ment last April to dislodge
what they said was a rubber

ISLAMABAD, Apr 26 : The
Premier of Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir sald Thursday he
would fight what he said was
an attempt by the Pakistan
government to foree him out of
office, AFP.

"l will resist.” said Mumtaz
Hussain Rathore, who dis-
solved the and gov-
ernment of Aszad (free)
!.-h:mhur after apparently los-
ing assembly majority in
late March. ¥ o

He said the federal govern-
ment had blocked state funds
;.hﬂd of elections set for June

9.

Rathore is a member of
Pakistan Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan
People's Party (PPP). while
state president Sardar Abdul
@ayyum Khan is a close assoct-
ate of her bitter rival. Pakistani

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. ' rid of me
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Pak Kashmir
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Pre-poll violence grips
Nepal : 2 CP men killed

stamp government backed by
an authoritarian divine right
monarchy.

Bohara has charged the

vernment of trying to de-

his partymen by accusing
them for the violence.

The three key contenders
in the May clections are the
Nepali Congress, the Nepali
Communist Party and the
National Democratic Party.

They are among a total of
21 political parties that will
field 1,346 candidates in the

r to oust

Sharif met Tuesday with the
leaders of most Kashmiri par-
ties but a meetd with
Rathore was cance at the
last minute.

Rathore said the Sharif gov-
ermnment had also "sabotaged”
an electoral alllance between
the PPP and the state presi-
dent's All Jammu-Kashmir
Muslimm Conference.

@ayyum's son, Ardar

carcidlic; govefnment but was

"co to quit.” Rathore
sajd.

a copy of what
he said was a confidential let-
ter from Islamabad, he said the
federal mment had also

his and im-
posed a ban mmt-
ment and transfer of state offi-
cials.

These measures proved the
t's intention to “get
" he said.

reduced. The three hide
power sub-stations which were
installed earlier are yet to be-
come operational,” says a
shopkeeper in the market
place of Amethi town.

"None of the government
officials pays any heed to the
public now. Earlier, because it
was the Prime Minister's in-
terests which were involved,
things moved, even if people
did them out of fear,” says
Abdul Rehman, a radio me-
chanic. Paras Nath, a salesman
at a clothstore in Amethi town
points out that in the days
when Mr Gandhi was in T,
outdoor patients at the y
Gandhi l-ga
(part of Amethi parliamentary
constituency) enjoyed much
more facilities. "Patients were
X-rayed.Today all those who
need X-rays are referred to
other places. Earlier we could
get the medicines at OPD.
Today we have top buy them
from the open market.
Corruption i{s much more
prevalent. And all around there
is slackness.”

At Amethi, whether in the
urban pockets or in the vil-
lages, there is really only one
issue — the people want to get
back their privileged status of
being residents of a Prime
Ministerial constituency.

He and Mrs Sonia Gandhi
stop and eat khir with the
pradhan of Dariya village, toss
back the flowers showered by
children, pat babies clinging
onto the arms of mothers.
Certain sections ofcourse get
the special treatment.

At Mohna, they stop at the
house of the local chowdhury,
Anwar Hussain. Much to the
delight of video crews in at-
tendance, Mr Gandhi releases
pigeons (painted in the
Congress tricolour suppos-

edly). On the second day of his
visit he attends a roza iftar

party.

The local Congress(l) MLA,
Haji Wasim makes a valiant bid
to bolster Mr Gandhi's image
among the public which has
gathered. The mood is not very
pro-Congress(l). going by stray
remarks of the audience and
oflate there had been anti Mr
Gandhi propaganda, confides a
party insider to this corre-
spondent.

Fined for issuing
phony alert on
US N-attack

ST. LOUIS, (Missouri),

26 : US -
cials fined a radio station
25,000 dollars for issuing a
phony alert about a nuclear at-
tack during the Guilf war, re-
ports AFP,

"Given the seriousness of
the offense and (the station's)
two-hour delay in correcting
the misinformation
the broadcast, a substan

nalty is warranted.” said the
Federal
Commission in a statement

Wi :
Kshe, a rock and roll sta-

tion, su Dllc-.lockcy
John Ulett for a week after he

announced on January 29 that
the United States was under
nuclear attack and played a
sound like the emergency

broadcast system signal in the

said he used the fake
alert to demonstrate the terror
of a nuclear attack because lis-
teners had called in to voice
their support for such an at-
tack, which they believed
would put a quick end to the

Gulf war.

The station broadcast an
explanation and an for
the alarm later in the day.

Punjab Governor's
PS shot dead

CHANDIGARH, Apr 286 :
Rattan Lal Sharma, Private
Secretary to the Punjab
Governor and an off} of
Punjab Bhawan, New Delht,
were shot dead here today, re-

ports PTI.
Rattan Lal Sharma and his
| colleague t left their rest-

dence in official car when
two car borne militants began
firing lndlurlnlnltﬂy in

ospital at Munshiganj |
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LAHORE, Pakistan : Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif (L)

with world famous cricket star Imran Khan attend the
inauguration ceremony of the Shaukat Memorial Trust
Hospital and cancer research centre 25 April. After
Khan's mother died of cancer he is raising money to
improve the cancer research in his country. —AFP photo.

Glaspie for a
teaching career
WASHINGTON : A. Glaspie, the US ambassador to lraq

when the Gulf crisis erupted last summer, is planning to leave
the diplomatic service to pursue a career in teaching

according to informed State Department sources, reporis AP.
The sources, asking not to be identified, said Glaspie, who

turns 49 on Friday, hopes

to become a colle rofessor.
The circumstances of her decision to F :

cave the

service after 25 years were not clear. Some of her colleagues

believe she was treated unfairly

take a strong

stand on her behalf after the Iragi

when the department did not
mment

left the impression that she had acquiesced beforehand in

Iraq’'s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait.

An Iraql transcript of Glaspie's conversation with
President Saddam Hysscin on July 25 quoted her as saying
the United States takes "no position” on Irag's border dispute
with Kuwait. Iraq invaded Kuwait a week later.

The department’s refusal to respond energetically lo the
Iraqi account of her conversation with Saddam was widely
portrayed as an attempt to make her a scapegoat for the crisis

Monkeys ready
for sit-in

BANGKOK: The invitations have gone out, and hundreds of
monkcys are cagerly awaiting their second annual sit-down

that ensued.

brunch courtesy of a hotel owner, repo

rts AP.

Yongyoot Kitwattanusoan, owncr of the Lopburi Inn, said
Monday he is spending 32,000 dollars to throw Lhe base —
complete with waiters, menus and napkins — for about 600

monkeys on Sunday.

Yongyoot offcrs the

vegetarian mcal to thank the monkcys

for the success of his hotel in Lopburi, a small provincial cap-
ital about 70 miles (110 kilometcrs) north of Bangkok. The
monkeys, who stay at the Buddhist shrine of Wat Pra Karn,
are symbols of good fortune and a prime altraction for

tourists.

He said he sent 60 invitation cards to the monkeys, who
grabbed them and leapt back up the shrine.

it will be a sit-down alfair, if Yongyool can kecp the furry
creatures seated at the 50 tables.

A

Gorby fan in

FBI grip

INDIANAPOLIS : The FBI wanted to know why Joe Lee was

writing to Sovict

President Mikhail S. Gorbachcev. Now the

US Postal Service wants to know what business the FBI had in

asking, reports AP.

Lee, who is a
longtime celebrity
autograph collector,
sent a letter last
winter to the Soviet
En:lidlmt and asked

r a signed photo-
graph.

On Tuesday, the
FBI showed up at his
doorstep.

"They showed me
their badges and
said, ‘we're with the
FBI. Can we come in,
Please? " said Lee,
28, a courier service
dispatcher.

"They were very
polite, very nice. But
they got right to the
point," Lee said.
They said they had
reason to believe Lee
had been in contact
with someone in
China or the Soviet
Union.

Lee then s

impic showed him his albums full ol signcd

E:tum from such celebrities as Eltzabeth Taylor, former pro
tball star Joe Thetsmann, Sen. Edward Kennedy and Vice

President Dan Quayle.

"l must have done a good job of convincing them because
they didn't ta-ke me in,” Lee said.

He said the

agents told him the ingquiry was routine. But a
query Wednesday from a reporter for the Indiana
about the FBI visit raised the curiosity

polis Star
of local postal in

spectors, who wanted to know why the autograph hound was

hounded.
“In fact, the inspec

tion service |is

concerned that

something was happening there that shouldn't be, and

into this,” said US Postal Service spokesman John

ﬂm?mmmummm-m-w:mu
would look
Henry.

Baghdad agrees to pullout

from Zakho, says UN envoy

Thursday that Baghdad had
agreed to withdraw most of its
forces from the northern town
of Zakho after Washington
warned it would use foree If

to make the area
sale for iunluh refugees, re-
ports Reuter.

US President George Bush
called the Iragl decision a
\: . very good development,”

While House spokesman
Martlin Fitzwater said 1t -

mmplu_dh

tis a development.
*U:l":' ﬂtl:lr ﬁ re-
porters

The statement Irng's UN
Ambassador, Abdul Amir Al

Anbari, was In response to a
US warn that Washington
would use il Iragi forces

did not leave Zakho, where
camps are being set u the
United States, Britnﬁnbylnd
France for Kurdish refugees
after I‘thtlr rebellion was
Senlor US officials had
made clear the Iragis could
face military force to leave
Zakho if they did not pull out
voluntarily by Saturday. in
order to “relieve the t reat
that exists there,” in the words

of Fitzwater
forces, num-

iragl securt
bering: several hundred. were
told to pull back several miles
(kilometers) from Zakho,
which is just south of the

Turkish border. US Defence

Dick Cheney said the
Allies were determined to
protect Kurds in northern
Irag.

“There should be no doubt
in their (the Iragis) minds
about what the outcome would
be” il they chose to challenge

the allled order with lorce,
Chenecy told a news confer-
ence.



