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=Dhaka Day by Day
Hamlet With a Difference

by Fayza Haq

, lrony loquies and philosophy Is a
tmnmdm feat. Aly Zaker has converted
“Hamiet *, which normally runs for four and a
Inlhﬂunhltwnlmurfartyninutn produc-
tion by “Nagorik" at the Mahila Samity audito-

It would hwbcendifﬂcu.lttnmlcm-
terest in a literal translation, explained Aly
time, place and characters re-
different from the original "Hamict” as
this was necessary for the adaptio
tegral plot of the uncle killing the

connivance of the
mother, and the son
the fa-

n. Yel the in-
father with

into "
Series e
meaning of a mirror,

nheth‘ltrlpdyuf

As for the ghost in the village, this was re-
ferred o as semeth cthereal. The produc-
ers did not show Lhe lhulﬂmnl’ermd
to as "Adam Soorat” or Purush” which con-
verted onto the image of "Darpan™s Tather.
People in the play constantly talked about it.
An uncanny howling of a dog , byniq,ht.m
added to the mys

Aly Zaker himse { has acted before in two
Shakespearcan plays. One was "Macbeth”
which was a translation by "Nagorik™ Theatre
and the other was “Tempest”  which was a
Bangladesh Group Thealre produc-tion.
Directors had been flown in from London by
the British Cou-ncil to produce them.
"Tempest” had been directed by Deborah War-
ner of the National
Theatre in London and
"Macbethe” had been
directed by Chris-

topher Sand-ford of
' the Royal Shakespeare

Com-party.
For the setting three
clevations had been

e used. There were also
a4 7 three [rames of bam-
oo placed in different
- places which looked
like doors and added
dimension. There was
very few [furniture
apart from "moras”
and a "choki”. Thus
am ple space was
provided for the actors
to move about.
~ "Darpan’ has been a
low cost production as
not much has been
spent on either the

“jatra® had been setting or  the
introduced, one - “eostume. The actors
would have reguired a - ' flict with' wore common, normal
massive stage. The RRacpen..Jn SN village clothes. The

ucerdirector had hero wore a."punjabi" and faded  slacks.

prod
-story a song.

Aly Zaker avoided the original war scencs as
there was no question of delineating a war
between two villages. The subsequent scencs
had been removed or the production would

+ with knife flicking to draw

the series of tragic deaths.
“The play was set in many places but |

wanted to keep myself to one set to add to the

lic unifying effect. | could not bring in
changes as | had not the facili-

The dialects of Dhaka, Comilla and

Brahmanbaria have been used in the dialoguec.
Aly Zaker wanted to make the play close o the
hurtnl'lhcpeo le. He has every intentions of

the varied cities and villages
Bangladesh.

By selling t

a

tickets "Nagorik® met the
of cost. The performers were

. Bvery actor has somé préfession of
own. He is ﬂthernna.dnruuiungmtnran
engineer or even a doctor. Students were also
into the caste. It has cost Tk 30,000
whlt:h "Nagorik” took as a loan. By selling

‘ thz expected to meet the Joan.
"Nagori has performed before in

Cl'inm',aylut qunﬂlndh, r, Khulna,

" to
the
the

i F!E

Jessore, Mymensingh
¢’ll go wherever there is an available

“Begum” or Gertrude, as the widow, wore
white, and transformed into pastel shades of
red and green. "Kulsum" or Ophella was
similarly clad in a simple pink sari. The rest
were similarly in simple village clothes.

A band of four people were constantly on
stage to play their instruments with the
change of the scenes. There was the Bangla
"dhol”; a "kasha” (belll] and a "mandira”
(cymbal). The background music introduced a
rhythm rather than a tune , and this was to set
the tragic mood of the play.

Khalid Khan, or "Darpan”, said that it was
not easy to portray Hamlect as he was such a
complex character and his mannerisms were
diflicult o master. lie said that what he en-
joyed most were the dialogues with "Begum”
[Gertrude) and "Kulsum" (Ophelia). He has
don¢ eleven stage plays including “Tempest”
where he acted as Antonio.

Shormishta, who is only 18, and an "A" level
student in "Scholastica”, played "Kulsum”
(Ophelia) with remarkable confidence and fi-
nessc. Just as Khalid Khan put in his level
best to do the part, so Shormishta put her
whole being into the play. "My studies are not
hampercd at all with the rehearsals or the vis-
its to the other cities, which are on week-

ends.” Her favourite part was whcn she re-
turned "Darpan™s Jove tokens.

Neema Rahman , who played "Begum”
(Gertrude), has been - in plays since she

acting
was five in '68. As an adult she has taken part

in 17 TV plays. She has been with "Nagorik”
since she was eleven. She felt that the experi-
ence of p the mother to a man who in re-

ality was much older than hersell (she is 28)

IPDC okays
Tk 35 million
for 2 projects

The Industrial Promotion
and Development Company of
Bangladesh uuﬂmd {IPDC) has
approved Taka 35 million in
local currency for financing
two projects-cement elinker
grinding and ex of an
existing textile spinning unit,
reports BSS.

The ap was given at
the 27th meeting of the Board
of Directors of the IPDC held
here Friday, an IPDC press re-
lease said. _

The board also approved in-
vestment of Taka 16 million in
the equity capital of a housing
finance company, promoted by
the IPDC.

. The meeting was presided
over by the Secretary, Ministry
of Industries and was attended
by the directors representing
the government, IFC, CDC,
DEG, and AKFED.

Plea to gear'up
diarrhoea
prevention
activities -
By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami Acting
Amecr Abbas Ali Khan and
Secretary Geneyal Moulana
Motiur Rahman Nizami in a
statement to the press urged
the government to gear up di-
arrhoea prevention activitics.

They said the present sieps
are not sufficient. There is
acute shortage of doctors,
saline and other medicine in
the diarrhoea affected areas.

The statement also urged
Jamaat workers to take up re-
lief operation in the affected
regions. -

Lecture series
By DU Correspondent

The second lecture series
of Justice Ibrahim Memorial
Foundation of Dhaka University
will be held on April 28 and 29
at the Teacher's Students
Centre (T.S.C).

The f[unction will be
addressed by Prof. Muhammad
Afsaruddin of Sociology
Department on “person, soci-
ety and state” with Vice
Chancellor Prof. Maniruzzaman
Miah in chair.

Obituary

Noted textile engineer

Islam Reza of Faridpur |

town died of hearl attack in
Dhaka on Thursday night, re-
port BSS.

He was 60.

He served different jute
mills as Manager for a long
time. ‘

He left behind his wife, two
sons and one daughtcr to
moumn his death.

The Qul Khawani of Reza
will be held at 9/3, igbal Road,

Noted educationist Ferdous Khan inaugurating Tagore Song Festival in Dhaka on Friday by
lighting ten 'Maugal Pradips’. Seen in the photo (from right) are Poetess Sufia Kamal,

Ferdous Khan, Dr. Sanjida Khatoon and a volunteer.

Tagore equally honoured

—Star phutn

in both parts of Bengal’

The 10th National Rabindra
Sangeet Conference began
in a soft and serene musical
atmosphere at the Shil-

pakala Academy in Dhaka on
Friday, reports BSS.

Eminent educationist Ferdous
Khan formally inauguraled
the three-day conference by
lighting ten Mangal Pradips
fixed on a structure of
creepers and herbs which
was placed on one side of
the simply decorated dias
in the auditorium of the
Academy.

Begum Sufia Kamal presided
over the inaugural function
of the conference which
was organised by the
Council of the National
Rabindra Sangeect confer-
ence. It is being partici-
pated by artistes from 27
districts of the country.

Among others, the General

Secretary of the Council
Prol. Sanjeeda Khatun ad-
dressed the inaugural func-
tion.

his inaugural specch, Mr.
Ferdous Khan said the ge-
nius of the Bishwa-Kabi was
limitless and he cre-
aled a world of his own
through his versatile works.
"Rabindranath introducecd
universality in his works
and for that matter he was
equally honoured in both

the parts of Bengal as well
as in the world literary
arena,” he satd.

Drawing a comparison with
Kazi Nazrul! Islam, Mr. Khan
said that Nazrul was being
treated from divided out-
look. “Nazrul's Shyama
Sangeet is immenscly popu-
lar in West Bengal but his
Islami songs scldom has any
place there. Similarly, the

In

Islami songs ol Nazrul has a
peak position in Bang-
ladesh but his Shyama
Sangeet is hardly sung
here,” he added.

In her presidential speech,
Begum Sufia Kamal said,
“we are proud that a piece
of T is our na-
tional anthem.” "All aspects
of his works will rcmain as
source of inspiralion in our
everyday work,” she said.

Bcgum Sufia Kamal said, po-
ems and songs of Rabi-
ndranath give us peace and
plcasurc and the magical

has now spread all over the
world.

Y mysclf got rid of the grief
causcd due to the bercave-
ment at the death of my son
only by the influence of
Rabindra sangcel,” BDegum
Sufia Kamai said.

|

Traffic movement halted for hours

20 hurt as rival transport

workers clash at Syedabad

clnuhhr.tmntmrfval'

groups ol transport workers
halted traffic movement for
several hours on the busy road
near Syedabad bus terminal on
Friday, reports UNB.

The clash ensued over an
issue of union Ileadership
among the transport workers,
witnesses said.

Atleast 20 people were In-

Later Dhnlu Hctm litan
Police (DMP) high officials
rushed to the bus terminal to
quell the situation at about 4
pm. They arrested three peo-
ple and expelled leaders of
both the groups from the
terminal area.

One of the bomb blast in-
jured, Shamim, reportedly
admitted to Dhaka Medical

the Dhaka University, reports
BSS.

In a joint statement Lutlar
Rahman Chowdhury Ripon and
Safiqur Rahman, Vice-Pre-
sident and General Secrctary
respectively of the Forum also
hailed other organisations for
taking punilive measures
against terrorists.

The forum also demanded

The Daily Star 3

?cl:'lleal imph'a'
to
nation in march

toward democracy’

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on Friday
paid tributes to the of
Bhere-lh:luh A K Fazlul Hag
recalling his uncompromising
ltrugg,lc!hr the welfare of the
natien, reports UNB.

In a message on the eve of
his 29th death &n
Justice Shahabuddin said the

K

turned
sclfl into a legendary figure in
the sub-continent in his life-

1 { time, he added.

Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Friday said the
nation will remeinber Sher-e-
Bangla A K Fazlur liaq for his
role in liberating the peasant
from exploftation and oppres-
sion, reports UNB.

In a on the eve of
his 20th death an
she said Sher-e-Bangla was
undisputed leader of the ne-
glected and downtrodden of
this region.

Begum Zia rccalled with
gratitude his contribution in

struggling life of Sher-e-Bangla

| was a source of inspiration
I during

the reccnt democratic
movement, she said.
corisolidate democr and
ameliorate the lot of com-
monman.

Paying tributes to the later,
Begum Zia said he had dedi-
cated his life 1o the well-being
of the toiling masses. She
prayed for the salvation of the

| departed soul
in{luence of Rabindra works |

JCD hailed
for expelling
Jamal

The Mass Communication
Forum of the Dhaka University
on Friday tulated the
Jatiyatabadi Dal WCD)
for expelling Zakir Hossain
Jamal from the organisation
for his misbehaviour with the
university teachers, rcporis
UNB.

The JCD central committee
Thursday expelled Jamal, Joint
Convenor of the Dhaka
University unit of JCD, for
threatening Dr. Arefin Siddigi,
a teacher of Journalism and
Joint Seceretary of Dhaka
University Teachers
Association (DUTA) on April
11.

In a statement, Lutfar
Rahman Chowdhury Ripon and
Shafiqur Rahman, VP and GS
respectively of the Forum of |
Mass Communication and

Jnurnl.llim Drrrtnlnl also

::lq:cjbr:fh-. ::m h::;dﬂi::lhha: ::fd!ll:: Mohammadpur on April 20 | jured during the clash when College Hospital in a eritical the expulsion of Jakir [lossain
spends her free time in reading commen- after Asr prayer. several bomb blasts were also  condition. Jamal from the university. l'mm the qu

uru“#i:.ndveru:cmu. IR

or Claudius was played by Kauser Leading industrialist and a

mh“ mh!:-’ “‘ﬁdml:'" ten plays Rﬂ"""’ philanthropist Golam Haider
involved in video making in V.| Khan died of old-age compli- |

w . wr:h:ulc;p l’r:g:;l: : ;:i l,r: cations at a city clinic in Dhaka

Ih:'ard.

In a related incident in the
area five others were injured
when a series of hand made
bombs exploded while being

ARE YOU

act I'I.H'.'ﬂ.‘!llﬁl in a rlu:t Bnhngladc-h Friday morning. He was 72, | manufactured fo
with a grwpnyhkc rik” one necds reports BSS, ::Iunh,u pul:ll::c mr - i
tremendous sense of mmmumcnt he mm Khan was the owner of PMNN'NG To
mented. Be Friends and Chemical -Shoba -
It is ‘: l:l:lt indeed for the Bangladeshi udﬁsglopuln*tyuh:nwn as "Jah:j dn:u ::ﬂdﬁ: Liton, ‘::fililﬁ')’
feast a8 Darvarnr A ot of iaent them such af Marka Alkatra.” He left behind | of transport union of Saye- ET P AN lNDusmY
difficult tra arud howrs of sraciine his wife, two sons and seven | dabad-Balughat route. Liton
in acting has gone into the production. It daughters and a number of | ajong with his supporters

relatives to mourn his death.

His namaj-e-janaza was held
after Juma prayer at Baitul

would be marve s indeed if we could have
such viewing more I‘mqutn{]y

brought out a procession at
mbout 11 am in the terminal
which led 10 the clash where
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