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Smuggling is now no
longer a hide-and-seek
operation, reports S.
Bari in Dhaka. Ano-
ther supplementary
report on smugg-

o 5 - i
esh-India bor-
ders, from Sum-

anta Banerjee
in Calcutta.
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A former secret ary to
the rnment of
Bangladesh and a
former U NIDO
advisor for the
Asia and Paci-
fic region A S
H K Sadique
writes

In defence of a
parliamentary
system of go-

vernment
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The Bangladesh
Photegraphic Society
has now got its sight
on having show at

Nations Iraq-
:ﬂnn (UNIKOM). reports
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Private member's resolution for autonomous status rejected

ment) on Thursday rejected a
private member's resolution
for transforming Radio Bang-
ladesh and Bangladesh Televi-
sion into autonomous organisa-
tions free from government
control.

Earlier, the Treasury Bench
requested the resolution's
mover Rashed Khan Menon to
} withdraw 1t since the

how Radio and Television
could be turned into truly
neutral bodies and it would

this regard.

stormy discussion on the bill.

Government was examining

place a bill in parliament in

Sixteen members took part
in the four-and-a-half-hour

By Staff Correspondent
The Jattya Sangsad (Parlia-

At
Rahman Biswas found it diffi-
cult to control the House as
comments from the partici-

pants were protested by shouts

and counter shouts.

State Minister of Inform-
ation Nurul Huda said the
Government welcomed the

resolution in principle. But the

task of turning Radio and

Television into autonomous

bodies was not easy and
needed careful scrutiny.

He .invited shouts from the
Awami League members when
he said the BNP government
had to shoulder the responsi-
bility of turning all black laws
white. Television was made a

See Page 12 Col. 4

times Speaker Abdur

Heated discussion on role
of Radio and Television

SPA will go,
PM reassures

House
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia reiterated her
commitment to repeal the
Special Powers Act of 1974.
She assured Independent
member Nurul Islam Moni
Thursday in the House that the
act would be annuled at an ap-
propriate time.

Nurul Islam Moni brought a
private member's bill yesterday
secking complete annulment
of the Special Powers Act
(SPA), but he withdrew the bill

See Page 12 Col. 7
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J‘PY RIDE : Children are never at a lose to find ways for making fun — no matter even if
it's a pesky summer day when elders feel ill-at-ease even at homes.

— Star photo
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lessness and the sweltering

heat threatening a severe

drought. :

eathermen at the Dhaka Met

office said that the rain
making Mediterranean
winds were veering off in
other directions before
reaching Bangladesh.

Without those winds, a
weatherman ' said, rains
cannot be expected. This is
an unusual weather, he
added.

During this period last year the
country had recorded a
precipitation of 693 mm in
only 40 days, the Met office
said.

This year rainfall has been

recorded at 190 mm in 55

days.
In this period last year Dhaka
division recorded rainfall at

144 mm in 12 days
ared to 40 mm in 13

@The Daily Star
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Drought threat looms large'

Star Report

Chittagong division in this
period last year recorded
rainfall at 357 mm in 11
days compared to 97 mm in
16 days this year.

The above data means that
although the frequency of
rainfall was higher this year,
the showers were much
below normal, the
weatherman said.

The present situation can be
dubbed as a prelude to a
drought and if the weather
does not change its whims
the situation may turn
grave, he added.

A leading hydrologist of the
country also said that

ground water levels in
different parts of the
country have receded

alarmingly because of the
scant rainfall.
"We have reports that the
water-level fell below 7
meters in most of the
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diarrhoea hit areas where
many hand tube-wells have
become ({noperative,” he
said on condition of an
ano ty.

The falling of the water levels
in the rivers of the country
is another cause of the
receding ground water

levels.

The Ganges water level near
Hardinge Bridge was
recorded at 5.51lm on
Wednesday which should be
at least 7m during this
SCASOT.

Rainfall and river water are
closely related to ground

water levels.

The scarcity of pure drinking
water is the main cause of

diarrhoea which has already
claimed over 600 ltves in

the country,
The situation will not improve
without heavy rainfall,

sources said.

| 'Hasina holds talks with

Moudud on form of govt

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina had 50-minute talks
with the acting leader of the
Jatlya Party Parliamentary
Party (JPPP) Moudud Ahmed
at the Jatiya Sangshad
(Parliament) on Thursday. The
talks were held on the form of
government at the office of the
Leader of Opposition during
the recess in tﬁ eve

Awami sources said,
in the process of mobilising
support to the form of gov-
ernment, the has de-
cided to discuss the issue with
all political parties. Awami
League leader Abdus Samad

Azad earlier notified the

e -
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at a meeting of the Scrutiny

By Moinuddin Naser

Committee Saturday next.

When asked, Jatiya Party
leader Moudud Ahmed told
The Daily Star that Sheikh
Hasina invited him to ex-
change pleasantries over a cup
of tea and wanted to know the
views of his party on the
Constitution amendment bill
for changing over to parlia-
mentary form of government.

Moudud Ahmed said he ap-
reciated the merit of the bill
ut reminded her that Jatiya
Party believes in the presiden-
tial form of government.

He said, if he wanted to
support the bill he weuld re-

quire
leaders.
Awami

League leaders

Mohammad Nasim and
Asaduzzaman and Jatiya Party
leader TM Fazle Rabbi were
also present at the meeting be-
tween Sheikh Hasina and
Moudud Ahmed.

Awami League leader Tofael
Ahmed also told The Daily Star
that they were discussing the
issue with all the political par-
ties including BNP. He said
BNP had also agreed to discuss
this issue and AL would con-
tinue its dialogue in this re-
gard.

The Private Members' Bills
and Resolutions Scrutiny
Committee headed by Abdur
Rab Chowdhury in its first

u ﬁr approval of the

fied by Awami Le
See Page 12
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Speaker's ruling
Private member
must submi t
English text of
- amendment bill

The Deputy Speaker, of the
Jattya Sangsad, Shetkh Razzak
All, on Thursday gave a ruling
that a private member was re-
quired to furnish an English
text .of an amendment bill of
which the Bengall version had
already been submitted to the
Sangsad Secretariat seeking
amendment to certain articles
of the Constitution, reports
BSS,

The Deputy Speaker, ruling
came on the bills submitted by
several members to bring
about amendraents to various
clauses of the Bangladesh
Constitution.

Recalling the controversy
in the House on Wednesday
over submission of these bills
to the Sangsad Secretariat in
Bengall and English languages.

See Page 12 Col. 4

Workers' interests to

be protected: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said on Thursday
that the present government
would take all measures to
protect the interest of the in-
dustrial labourers of the coun-
try. reports BSS,

Talking to the leaders of
Sramik Karmachar{ Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) at her Sec-
retariat office, the Prime
Minister sald "We have unit-
edly fought against the autoc-
racy and now we shall initiate
the movement of increasing
production together.”

Begum Zia expressed her
belief that only a democratic
government could solve the
accumulated problems of the
nation and said, autocracy
could create problems and
make them more complicated
instead of solving those.

The Prime Minister said
the present government.

which was elected by the peo-

ple, was not responsible alone
for solving the accumulated
problems. All have to help the
government in ensuring equal
distribution of the benefits of
production among the working
classes of the country, she
said.
Begum Zia said the present
government believed in part-
nership as it (the government)
was not {solated from the
people.

The Prime Minister re-
minded the labour leaders that
economic development of the
country could not be achieved
without increasing production
in the mills and factories. She
sald measures would be taken
as soon as possible to reopen
all the factories which were
laid off during the autocratic
rule. In this regard the Prime
Minister informed the labour
leaders that Delta Jute Mills

See Page 12 Col. 6

discussed

The visiting World Bank

ddn::runn led by its division
for iInfrastructure devel-

Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder at his office iIn Dhaka
Thursday, reports BSS.

I The deiegation discussed
with the Minister wvarious

Diarrhoeal death rate

room recorded 112 deaths
Thursday .

The Control Room was
providing puzzling figures . It
said only 43 people died on
Thursday but gave the total fig-
ure as 672. On Wednesday the
Control Room put the total
number of deaths at 560.

Reports of 2381 newly af-
fected on raised the
number of people at risk to

By Staff Correspondent

40.838.

But the unofficial figures for
the dead and the affected were
higher than those of the offi-

The situation in Patuakhali
remained worse with 19
more deaths yesterday fol-
lowed by four in Jhalakathi
and three in

Until yesterday thirty dis-
tricts were aflected across the
country.

In the capital the number
of patients now undergoin
treatment at the Internatio
Centre for Diarrhoeal disease

Research, Bangladesh
(ICDDR.B) was three . times as
high as the normal number.
ICDDR,B's treatment centre
in Dhaka has .been recetving
such unusual number of pa-
tients over the last two
months, according to a press
release. d
The ICDDR.B has erected a
large tent outside the hospital
building to accommodate the
increasing poumber of patients.
The centre has also sus-
pended its all normal research

activities in the interest of
See Page 12 Col. 6

rising
New child disease
claims 30 lives

in Rangpur

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Apr 25: A new
child disease has broken out in
the char and river belt arcas of
Rangpur claiming 30 lives in
the past week.

Over 100 children are also
reportedly affected by the dis-
€ ane

Civil Surgeon of Rangpur
confirmed the deaths of eleven

See Page |2 Col. |
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Reazuddin Ahmed

Once Professor Bad-
ruddoza Chowdhury proved
himsell more effective as a
physician than a parllamentar-
lan. His performance in the
House during question hour on
Thursday reminded one of the
adage "habits die hard."

See Page 12 Col. 7

MOSCOW,
President

Apr 25:
Mikhail S.

interfax said.
The offer o was con-
firmed three delegates in-

d a break
interfax's report of a vote
could not be independently
confirmed.

Gorbachev's statement
came after Russian Communist
Party chief lvan Polozkov ac-
tused him of " the
party.” aceording to one
Central Committee member
interviewed during a break.

Gorbachev dodges hardliners

In a tactic he has used be-
fore, Gorbachev made what the
delegate called a "half-serious”
suggestion that he would re-
sign if the Central Committee
voted that way. After a break,
deputy party chief Viadimir
ivashko announced that the
Politburo had rejected the idea
and the Central Committee
overwhelmingly agreed,
Interfax said.

If Gorbachev gave up the
Communist Party leadership,
he would remain President of

the country. In the past
he has built the

into a powerful independent
:d. and some reformers say

could retain power in the
Kremlin even without the

plghb.

ursday’'s criticiam came
the day after Oorbachev re-
vealed a new t with
nine republic chiefs. 1

his main nfnrmlm
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin

Gorbachev promised new
elections to both the

Parlament and presidency,
and the
him in

m . Iso calls
nt a for
the r-pz signing of a treaty
Gorbachev advocates on pre-
serving the union, a new con-
stitution within six months.
then new elections. It was
signed by the nine republics
that want to remain In the
Soviet Union: the Russian
Federation., the Ukraine,
Byelorussia. Uszbekistan.

attempt to oust him

Kazakhstan, Aserbaijan,
Tadzhikistan, Kirgizia and
Turkmenia.

The six separatist ublics
that did not sign were

Latvia,

stonia,

Lithuania, Georgla.
Moldavia and Armenia

The agreement did not say
M the presidency would be
filled in a pu election,
leaving that the new constl-
tution. But Kremilin spokesman
sald the agreement defl-
nitely included elections for
the presidency.

| committee of

all traffic rules. The man

you are likely to kill by rash
driving may be yourself.
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DUCSU

polls
July 18

By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authori-
ties have decided to hold elec-
tions to the Dhaka University
Central Students Union
(DUCSU) and the hall students
unions on July 18,

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the leaders of the
All-Party Students Unity
(APSU) with the Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Maniruzzaman Miah
and the Hall Provosts held
Thursday aftermoon at the
office of the Vice-Chancellor.

The last DUCSU election
was held on June 6, 1980,

The DUCSU, is at nt |
functioning without five of its
office- bearers including its
Vice-President Amanullah
Aman, elected MP from Dhaka
-3 and its Social Welfare
Secretary Manir Hossain, who

See Page 12 Col. 2

One doctor for
every 5448

people

By Staff Correspondent

One doctor is available for
every 5448 people in the
country and the number of
registered doctors is 19 632

This was stated in the Jatiya
Sangshad Thursday by the
Deputy Leader of the House
and Education Minister Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury. He
was replying to questions on
behalf of the Health Minister
Chowdhury Kama! Ibne Yusuf
who was absent in the House
yesterday.

Prof Chowdhury told inde-
pendent member Nurul Islam
Moni that 369 doctors were
employed abroad and that
none of these doctors was sent
by the government.

Iin reply to a supplementary

tion, Prof Chowdhury said
Aw-
|a=m&mum‘

man had a pro of
setting up medical colleges in
Khulna, Comilla. Dinajpur,
Pabna and Bogra. but the
Ershad government postponed
it.

The present government
would revive the programme
and would set up medical col-
leges in those five places.

New health, drug
policy in the offing

A new Health policy and
Drug policy will be formulated
in consultation with all con-
cerned quarters, Education
Minister Prof. Badruddoza
Chowdhury Informed the
House Thursday. reports UNB.

He was replying to supple-
mentary from Shamsuddin
(CPB) on behalf of the Health
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf who is now on a
tour of diarrhoea affected ar-
cas.

The government ol deposed
President HM Ershad had
formulated a health policy
which was later annulled by
the interim government of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.

Replying to a question from
Col (Retd) Shawkat Alt (AL)
Chowdhury satd that the gov-
ernment was considering to
set up separate wards for con-
tagious diseases in the district
hospitals and upazila health
complexes.

In reply to a supplementary
from Rashed Khan Menon
(Workers Party) he said three
AIDS (Acute Immune
Defictency Syndrome) patients
have been detected in the
country so far and one of them
died recently in a village of

See Page 12 Col. 8
DU JCD joint
convenor
expelled

Zakir Hossain Jamal. joint
convenor of the Dhaka
University uanit of the
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal has
been lled from the organi-
sation for misbehaving with
the teachers of the university.
reports (ISS.

A deciston to this effect was
taken Thursday at an emer-
gency meeting ol the central
Dal

The meeting in a resolution
demanded exemplary punish-
ment o what it sald the armed

| cadre of Mujibbadi Chhatra

League who gedly attacked
the provest of Zohurul Hagq
Hall within seven days time.
The Dal also warned to go for a
bigger movement (f the author-
ities hll-dh o take -c: o
protect :
wdn” .



