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Not everyone enjoys getting a haircut. The
whole idea of sitting for a long time completely
under the control of one man. who wraps a
price of cloth around you and takes the future
of your head in his hand, may not be the best
idea of fun for many. But there are many who
can't wait to see their hair grow back and as
soon as it starts to curl and swirl at the edges a
bit, they rush to the barber and demand a -
cut, in return for cash payment.

It would seem as if the barber was doing a
favour by cutting short the long grown hair.
Well, it s all in the way of civilization. The
symbol of progress is probably a haircut. they
mﬂawﬁguh-wngt been seen to visit bar-
bers. The arguments are all too true.

Since everyone needs food, shelter, clothes
and a haircut, the number of people engaged in
this trade are numerous and belong to various
social scales and ladders. Because the city of
Dhaka itself has a population ranging from the
extremely gentrified and wealthy to the very
poor, the barbers or shear artists {f you prefer,
run the same spectra. If you want a specially
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Haireut on the footpath.

expensive treatment you may visit of the
five star hotels, where you may su ly be
reminded that the hair that adorns your head
could be very valuable, if one went by the
prices asked for a job done.

The hair cutting saloons are the most com-
mon sights catering to the middle class, but
the largest number of those in the hair cutting
trade operate without a waiting room with
stale . but in exchange offer a spec-
tacular view of the road g by as you wait
your turn. It is these footpath shearers who

the bulk of those who cut their way
o a

As always they concentrate where there is a
concentration of human beings. The favourite
haunts are bazars, bus stands, government of-
fices and so forth. Without any pomp or cere-
mony they occupy a part of footpath and
sct up their shop which at the end of the day is
rolletl up and taken home. Some of these bar-
bers bowed down to modern taste and pro-
vided wooden chairs, a step forward than

France to host 6 concerts
of Bangladeshi music

immensely rich... but it needs
to be discovered in Europe”,
said while talking to some lo-

France will host six con-
certs of Bangladeshi folk music
in Paris in October this year,

It’s a Shear Pleasure!

by Sabah Chowdhury
cutting away under the shade of a large tree.

Enquiry revealed that these bulky chairs are
h?u:ugertlrntdlﬁﬂnyﬂdthc . No thief
has been known to lug a barber's c

t But Amanat, a man of forty or it co
gﬂﬁy, informed that not everyone does
While roaming thieves may not nick chairs,
neighbours or householders close by could not

uld even
, the

be trusted all that much. Therefore, he hires a
rickshaw and takes it home. "You cannot possi

bly take it in a bus, could you?" says he with a |
smile

Fulbaria, and the other one at Asad Gate, one
saw a row of such people haunched over heads

of others and snipping away. One does not
come here for class, but functionality and at

Taka six you are not provided either.

These are the conte versions of the
"Italian saloons” of the past ("Ita", meaning
brick), and these barbers would make people
sit on a briek, put a bowl on the head snip on
the edges and after taking it off, give a gener-
ous crew cut. Those days are gone and new
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style and method has taken over this trade.
Apprenticeship for this trade may last
months and there have been known cases
where the trade has been handed down to
families. But even today there is an element of
clanship in this profession. it is the

their
heads down in silence and once having had
their work done, leave in silence for the next
man to take his place. Shear pleasure for some,
shear monotony for so many.

music. In music, even f

The folk musical concerts
mph:madinhﬂamﬂle
week of October is ex-
pected to be run simultane-

home
that.

M-t.hc two centres, one at Gulistan near

— Photo : Jalaluddin Haider

La Galerie at 54 Kemal
Ataturk Ave, will be holding a
painting exhibition of the artist
G. S. Kabir from April 26 to
May 5. It will be inaugurated
on April 26 at 5 p.m. by Mr
Serge DEGALLAIX,
Ambassador of France in

Bangladesh.

La Galerie is open from 9
am to 8 pm, says a press re-
lease.

NBDA office

executives

A general meeting of the
ple of North Bengal was
m:lunAprﬂ 11 at the tempo-
rary Office of sh North
Bengal Development
Association with Md. Tahmidul
Islam in the chair.
. The meeting unanimously
formed a 36-member execu-
tive _committee with Md.

4ahmidul Islam as President,

Engineer Mahmud Shawkat Al
as Secretary General and Md.
Intekhab Rahman as Treasurer.
Md. Tarik Murshed as Social
Welfare Secretary and Kazi
Zahedul Islam as Publicity

Secretary for the next 4 years,
says a press release.

JS House body
‘meet Apr 27

The first meeting of the
newly constituted “House
Committee® of Bangladesh
Jatiya Sangsad will be held at
the Standing Committee Room
No-1 of the Sangsad Bhaban at
10 am & April ZT.B;;mu re-
lease reports ;

The chatrman of the com-

mittee, Mr Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, MP, will preside

over the meeting.

All members of the commit-
tee have been requested to at-
tend the meeting.

The members of the com-
mittee are Khondaker Delwar
Hossain, Mr Azizul Huq Molla,
Mr Mashiur Rahman, Begum

Chowdhury, Mr Amir
Uddin Ahmad, Mr Joynul
Abdin Faruque, Mr Tofayel
Ahmed, Mr Nasim, Mr Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Al-Haj Md
Tajul Islam Chowdhury and Mr

the .

organiser Lokman Hossain

ir to show last respect to
the departed soul, reports
UNB.
During her visit Wednesday

- morning the Prime Minister

expressed her deep sympathy

to the members of the be- '

reaved family and prayed for
the salvation of the departed

soul.
Lokman Hossain Fakir, a

renowned lyricist and music

director, died of massive heart
attack Tuesday afternoon at
the Institute of Cardio Vascular
Disease. He was 56.

He was the Cultural Sec-

retary of the ruling Barigladesh.

Shilpakala Academy
Artiste Assoc

BSS adds : A meeting of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Aca-
Artiste Association Wed-
nesday condoled the death of
eminent covalist, composer

| and music director Lokman
- Hossain Fakdir.

The meeting was held at
the Academy auditorium with
association president Dipa
Khandakar tn the chair, a
press release said.

Hasan Imam, Ali Azgar
Khokon, Jayontha Mukheriji,
Delwar Haq and Sahiduzzaman
Shapon were among others
who addressed the condolence
meeting, touching on different
aspects of the life of the de-
ceased.

The muul:.ldg Illﬂth;l-
ressed profound sympathy to
rh: members of the bereaved
family and prayed for the
peace of the departed soul.

Sangeet Parishad

Bangladesh Sangeet Pari-
shad in an eme cy mee
Tuesday condoled the death o
eminent lyrist, composer,
singer and a patron of. the
Sangeet Parishad Lokman

The meeting =xpr:uec}
sympathy to the members o
the bereaved family and prayed
for peace of the departed soul,
according to a press rclease.
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Gambling in village

The Leader of the House and
Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, on Wednesday
told the Jatlya Sangsad that
the members of the law en-
forcing agencies were
always alert to stop
gambling l_lmu:t the
consumption of iquor at vil-
lage fairs, reports BSS.

Replying to a question from
Haji Rashed Mosharraf (AL-
Jamalpur) Begum Zia who is
also in charge of the

Ministry of Home Affairs,
said the village fairs were
held subject to the
conditions laid down by the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Replying to a supplementary
Begum Zia said the past
autocratic nt had

introduced all misdeeds to
the society wvitiating the
lives of the people.

She assured the House that
her government would take
all measures for the welfare
of the people.

Namaz-e-Janaza of noted vocalist and music director Lokman Hossain Fakir was held at
Baitul Mukarram on Wednesday. The body is being taken out of the mosque for burial.

—PID photo

BAUCSU team meet Shahabuddin

A nine-member delegation
of the Central Students Union
of the Bangladesh Agriculture
University, Mymensingh. met
the acting resident, Mr Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, at presi-
dent's Secretariat in Dhaka on
Wednesday, reports BSS.

The delegation, led by A K
M Abdur Rafique., Vice
President of the union, dis-
cussed with the Acting
President various problems
facing the students including
accommodation, transport and
session jam.

The students delegation in-
formed Acting President that
the University at present had
only four buses. They also

made special request for ex-
pansion of the present women
hall as it cannot accommodate
450 girl students of the
University. They also informed
the Acting President that the
construction work on the
University Central ‘Mosque,
which was started long ago,
has not been completed as yet.
The student leaders requested
the Acting President to give
special attention in this re-
gard. They also urged him to
arrange for providing an ambu-
lance.

About employment f[acilities
for agriculture graduates, the
student leaders requested for
filling up the existing vacant

Special BCS exams for agri
aduates demanded

posts without delay by ap-
pointment on adhoc basis as
was done in the case of medi-
cal graduates. They also de-
manded that there should be a
special BCS examination only
for the agriculture graduates.

Justice Shahabuddin said
that all the untversities of the
country have been facing al-
most similar transport and ac-
commodation problems. He.
however, said he would look
into the problems.

The delegation included,
among others, Mohammad
Awlad Hussain, General
Secretary and Ms Hasmat Ara
Chowdhury, a central leader
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